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INTRODUCTION. 


A.  SYSTEMATICAL  account  of  Cutaneous  Difeafes 
will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  be  acceptable  to  the  public,  fince 
it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  the  arrangement,  de- 
feriptiou,  and  treatment  of  them,  form  a  part  of  me-. 
dical  fcience  which  has  not  been  fufficiently  cultivated. 
Few  of  the  writers  after  Avicenna  have  given  any  infor¬ 
mation,  on  this  fubjeft,  from  their  own  obfervation  and 
experience.  They  appear  chiefly  felicitous  to  afeertain 
the  affinities  between  the  Cutaneous  complaints  de- 
feribed  by  the  Greek,  Roman,  and  Asabian  Phyficians, 
whofe  accounts,  being  often  brief  and  indefinite,  admit 
of  different  interpretations.  We  are,  however,  indebted 
to  antient  authors  for  the  nomenclature  of  difeafes, 
and  for  a  valuable  flock  of  pathological  obfervations ; 

I  think  it  therefore  proper  to  give  a  furamary  view  of 
B  what 
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what  they  have  done,  before  I  communicate  my  own 
ideas  on  the  fubjeft. 

The  Greek  Phyiicians  afford  a  tolerably  diftind  ac¬ 
count  of  Phlegmone,  Eryfipelas,  Herpes,  and  their  va¬ 
rieties;  arid  of  the  local  tumours  denominated  Phyraa, 
Anthrax,  Phygethlon,  Dothien,  Epiny61;is,  Terminthus, 
lonthos,  &c.  Refpe61:ing  the  formidable  difeafe  termed 
Elephantialis,  they  have  given  a  minute  and  elaborate 
ftatement.  The  Alphos,  Leuce,  and  Melas,  are  fome- 
times  deferibed  by  them  in  connexion  with  Elephan- 
tiafis,  and  fometimes  confidered  to  be  dillinfl;  difeafes. 
By  the  terms  Cnesmos,  Lichenes,  Pfora,  and  Lepra, 
they  denote  another  feries  of  complaints  more  ftriftly 
cutaneous,  which,  though  diffimilar  in  their  form  and 
progrefs,  are  arranged  under  the  fame  genus,  from  a 
theoretical  view  of  their  caufe.  The  Greeks  have 
been  very  particular  in.  deferibing  external  difeafes  of 
the  head ;  but  they  miflead  us,  by  applying  new  names 
to  the  fame  difeafe  in  different  fituations,  or  in  different 
ffages  of  its  progress.  This  will  appear  from  compar¬ 
ing  their  accounts  of  Pityriafis,  Ceria,  Achores,  Meli- 
ceris,  Melitagra;  Exanthemata,  Helcydria,  and  Pfy- 
dracia  Capitis ;  Sycofe  and  Lichenofe  tubercles  of  the 
chin ;  Madarofis,  Milphofis,  Ptilofis,  Alopecia,  and 
Ophiafis.  Of  the  difeafes  of  the  eyes,  teeth,  and  gums? 
of  Aphthae  and  other  affeflions  of  the  tongue ;  of  Po- 
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lypi,  Ozsena,  &c.  their  defcriptions  are  accurate.  They 
have  alfo  paid  attention  to  the  cutaneous  blemifhes, 
termed  Phaci,  Ephelides,  Chalazia,  Thy mia,  Peliomata, 
Celidesi  Rhagades,  Tyli,  Myrmecias,  Acrochordones, 
&c. 

The  following  deficiencies  are  obfervable  in  the  ac¬ 
counts  given  by  thefe  authors  : 

1.  They  do  not  fully  defcribe  Puftular  difeafes,  which 
are  the  moft  numerous  and  moft  important  of  all  Cuta¬ 
neous  complaints ;  nor  do  they  conflantly  diftinguilh 
Puftules  from  Papulae  and  Exanthemata. 

2.  They  give  no  regular  hiftory  of  the  Exanthemata 
or  Ralhes,  but  are  fatisfied  with  comparing  their  ap¬ 
pearances  to  the  effects  produced  upon  the  fkin  by 
nettles,  and  other  flinging  plants,  or  by  the  bites  of 
fleas,  guats,  bugs,  &c.  The  only  obfervations  made 
by  them,  which  feem  worthy  of  notice,  are,  that  fome 
forms  of  the  Exanthemata  are  permanent,  while  others 
appear  and  difappear  at  uncertain  times,  and  that  thofe 
of  a  purple  or  black  colour  are  highly  dangerous. 

3.  They  fometimes  employ  the  fame  word  to  exprefs 
different  difeafes.  Thus  the  denomination  Pfora  is 
applied  to  a  fcaly  incruflation  varioufly  figured  ;  to  an 
eruption  of  Puftules  terminating  in  extenfive  fuper- 
ficial  ulceration ;  and  to  a  difeafe  of  the  eyes  or  eye¬ 
lids. 
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4.  Of  Chzerades,  or  Struma,  their  account  is  very 
flight  and  partial. 

Celfus,  Pliny,  Marcellus,  and  other  Roman  authors, 
in  copying  the  Greek  accounts  of  Cutaneous  Diforders, 
have  only  changed  fome  of  their  terms,  without  mate¬ 
rially  improving  the  fubjefl.  Under  Impetigo,  as  a 
generic  title,  Celfus  appears  to  comprize  the  ulcerated 
Pfora,  the  fcaly  Pfora,  and  perhaps  the  Lepra  of  the 
Greeks,  with  fome  other  difflmilar  alFeftions.  He  con- 
ftitutes  a  genus  Vitiligo,  including  the  Alphos,  Leuce, 
and  Melas.  Under  the  titles  of  Papula,  and  Ignis  facer, 
he  has  defcribed  the  Lichenes  and  Herpes  of  the  Greek 
writers ;  and  he  includes  their  Alopecia  and  Ophiafis 
under  the  general  term  Area.  Of  the  Scabies  he  has 
given  a  more  particular  account  than  what  we  find  in 
preceding  writers. 

The  Arabian  phyficians  are  fomewhat  more  diffuse 
in  their  accounts  of  Cutaneous  Difeafesthan  either  the 
Greeks  or  Romans.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark  that 
the  Latin  tranflations  of  their  works  are  extremely 
erroneous  *.  They  divide  the  external  complaints  of 
the  head  into  Alniba  (Crufta  la6tea),  Alavirati  (Pity- 

*  Dr.  Robert  Jackson,  who' is  well  versed  in  the  Arabic  language,  has 
favoured  me  with  a  correct  English  translation  of  all  the  Chapters  in 
Avicenna  relating  to  Cutaneous  Diseases. 
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riafis},  Alfahara,  or  the  dry  Sahafati  (Porrigo),  and  Al- 
lirenghi,  the  moifi  or  ulcerated  Sahafati  (Cerion)  of 
infants.  Balkyati  and  Alvatin  they  reprefent  as  obfti- 
nate  forms  of  the  Sahafati  extending  to  other  parts  of 
the  body.  They  have  alfo  particularly  defcribed  the 
difeafes  of  the  hair,  and  feveral  fpecies  of  baldnefs. — 
Their  Alguada  or  Alauzah,  Albohak,  and  white  Al- 
baras,  are  the  Alphos,  Melas,  and  Leuce  of  the  Greeks. 
Aljuddam  or  Aljuzam  is  the  Elephantiafis.  Yfagro 
and  Alkouba  are  the  Scaly  Tetter  and  Ringworm. 
The  title  black  Albaras  fometimes  denotes  the  rough, 
thickened  ftate  of  the  Ikin  in  Elephantiafis,  but  is,  -  on 
other  occafions,  applied  to  the  Scaly  Tetter,  and  Lepra 
Graecorum.  Some  of  the  Arabian  writers  are  further 
of  opinion  that  the  Yfagro,  Alkouba,  and  black  Albaras, 
do  not  materially  differ  from  the  dry  Sahafati. 

Thefe  authors  are  the  firft  who  defcribe  the  Mealies 
(Blaftie  and  Alhafbat),  and  the  Nettle-rafh,  two  va¬ 
rieties  of  which  are  denominated  by  them  Eflera,  and 
Benat  Al-Leili,  or  Daughters  of  the  Night.  Ihey 
have  alfo  given  the  firft  account  of  the  Small-pox 
(Aljidri).  Under  the  title  Jerab,  they  defcribe  a 
complaint  fimilar  to  the  Scabies  of  Celfus,  diftin* 
guifhing  it  from  Haket,  which  anfwers  to  the  Lichen 
and  Cnefmos  mentioned  in  Greek  authors.  Al-Hafef 
feems  to  comprehend  Miliary  eruptions,and  the  Prickly 

Heat. 
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Heat. — It  may  be  obferved  that  the.  Arabian  term 
Bother  does  not  only  denote  Puftules,  but  alfo  Wheals, 
Papulae,  Bullze,  Veficles,  and  Tubercles. 

The  Arabians  have  exactly  copied  the  Greek  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Anthrax  (Jemret),  and  Eryfipelas.  They 
term  the  laft  Almelire,  and  diftinguilh  it  with  great 
accuracy  from  Phlegmon.  To  the  fpecies  of  Herpes 
(Nemlet,  or  the  Ant)  they  add  the  Nar  Al-Parfi,  or 
Perfian  Fire  ;  and  they  have  comprized  the  Phyma, 
Phygethlon,  Bubon,  and  Terminthus  of  the  Greeks 
under  a  generic  term,  Althouin.  The  affection  deno¬ 
minated  Sare,  feems  to  be  the  Epinyftis.  Aldemenul  is 
the  Greek  Dothien,  or  Boil.  Of  the  Scrophula  they 
have  given  a  more  enlarged  account  than  the  Greek 
writers  ;  and  they  mention  the  fwelling  of  the  throat, 
which  arifes  from  an  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland, 
under  the  title  Botium. 

They  have  alfo  noticed  a  variety  of  local  appear¬ 
ances,  which  it  will  be  fufficient  at  prefent  to  mention; 
Nemilh  (Ephelis) ;  Baraffen  (Lentigines)  ;  AlgualTem 
(Livores);  Alcola  (Aphthae)^  Alefirati  (Rhagades,)  Al- 
hafaph  (Intertrigo),  Afec  (tubera),  Alcoalib  and  Lu- 
tefula  (Verrucae),  Mifmar  (Clavus),  Alcahas  (Parony¬ 
chia),  Afalha  (Lupia),  and  Albedffanem,  which  com¬ 
prehends  red  fpots  of  the  face,  and  ulcerations,  from 
cold,  on  the  extremities. 
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It  is  not  here  neceffary  to  review  the  modern  writers 
on  Cutaneous  Difeafes,  as  I  fhall  make  frequent  refer¬ 
ences  to  them  in  the  courfe  of  this  work.  They  not  only 
give  various  interpretations  of  the  accounts  left  us  by 
the  antients,  (page  i.)  but  have  perverted  the  fenfe  of 
many  palTages,  efpecially  in  the  Greek  authors.  They 
employ  the  fame  terms  in  very  different  fignifications. 
They  alfo  make  artificial,  and  often  inconfiftent  arrange¬ 
ments,  fome  reducing  all  the  difeafes  under  two  or  three 
genera,  while  others,  too  ftudious  of  amplification,  apply 
new  names  to  different  ftages  or  appearances  of  the 
fame  complaint.  Thofe  who  attempt  to  theorize  on 
the  fubjeft  are  feldom  clear  and  fatisfadlory ;  but,  even 
fhould  the  praife  of  ingenuity  be  due  to  fome  of  their 
fpeculations,  little  approbation  would,  I  apprehend,  be 
given  to  plans  of  clafiifying  difeafes  founded  on  hypo- 
thefis,  not  on  fymptoms  or  charaderiftic  appearances. 

In  a  fyftematical  Treatife  on  Cutaneous  Difeafes,  we 
fhould  endeavour ; 

1.  To  fix  the  fenfe  of  the  terms  employed,  by  proper- 
definitions. 

2.  To  conftitute  general  divifions  or  orders  of  the 
difeafes,  from  leading  and  peculiar  circumftances  in 
their  appearance  ;  to  arrange  them  into  diftind  ge¬ 
nera  ;  and  to  deferibe  at  large  their  fpecific  forms,  or 
varieties. 
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3.  To  clafs  and  give  names  to  fuch  as  have  not  been 
hitherto  fufficiently  diftinguifhed. 

4.  To  fpecify  the  mode  of  treatment  for  each  dif- 
eafe. 

To  complete  adequately  a  plan  fo  extend ve  mull  be 
confidered  an  undertaking  of  much  difficulty  ;  and 
perhaps  exceeding  the  powers  of  any  individual.  My 
own  obfervations  are  principally  founded  on  the  Cuta¬ 
neous  Difeafes  occurring  in  London,  and  its  vicinity. 
I  intend,  however,  to  compare  them  with  the  accounts 
of  fimilar  complaints  in  antient  and  modern  writers. — 
In  order  to  convey  diftin61:  ideas  on  thefuhje61,  I  have 
elucidated  every  genus  by  coloured  engravings  repre- 
fenting  fome  of  it’s  moft  ftriking  varieties.  This  method 
is  new,  and  will  be  attended  with  many  advantages, 
though  at  the  fame  time  fubjeO;  to  feveral  imperfec¬ 
tions.  Such  drawings  cannot  fufficiently  reprefent  the 
various  degrees  of  opacity  and  clearnefs  in  Puftules  or 
Veficles,  nor  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  matter  dif- 
charged  from  fuperficial  ulcerations  ;  nor  can  they  ex¬ 
tend  to  every  minute  circumftance  in  the  courfe  of  a 
difeafe,  being  ufually  taken  near  its  acme.  The  en¬ 
gravings,  as  auxiliaries  to  the  verbal  defcription,  will, 
however,  be  found  ufeful  in  exhibiting  the  number, 
form,  lize,  and  colour  of  Papulae',  Puftules,  Tubercles, 
Spots,  See.  appearances  which  cannot  always  be  clearly 
communicated  in  words. 


Con- 
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It  is  proper  here  to  mention  that  an  oatline  of  my  plan 
for  the  arrangement  and  description  of  Cutaneous  Dif- 
eafes,  formerly  prefented  to  the  Medical  Society  of 
London,  was  honoured  with  the  Fothergillian  Gold 
Medal  for  the  year  lygo.  I  beg  leave  to  exprefs  my 
obligation  to  the  Society  for  this  diftinguifhed  tfefti- 
mony  of  their  favour ;  and  fhall  think  myfelf  happy, 
if  the  moie  enlarged  view  which  I  fhall  now  en¬ 
deavour  to  give  of  the  fubjeft,  Ihould  afford  fatisfac.- 
tion  to  them,  and  to  the  publick. 


Conliftently  with  the  principles  above  laid  down, 
I  proceed,  in  the  firfl  place,  to  define  the  fenfe  of 
feveral  technical  terms  employed  in  the  following 
pages. 
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I.  Scurf  (Furfura);  fmall  exfoliations  of  the  cuticle, 
which  take  place  after  slight  inflammation  or  irritation 
of  the  flcin,  a  new  cuticle  being  formed  underneath 
during  the  exfoliation.  PL.  I.  Fig.  i. 

II.  SCALE  (Squama) ;  a  lamina  of  morbid  cuticle, 
hard,  thickened,  whitifli  and  opaque  ;  PL.  1.  Fig.  2. 
Scales  have  at  Grii  the  figure  and  extent  of  the  cuticu- 
lar  lozenges,  but  they  afterwards  often  increafe  into 
irregular  layers,  denominated  crusts,  Fig.  3.  Both 
Scales  and  CruGs  repeatedly  fall  off,  and  axe  repro¬ 
duced  in  a  fhort  time. 

III.  SCAB  ;  a  hard  fubftance  covering  fuperficial 
ulcerations,  and  formed  by  a  concretion  of  the  fluid 
difcharged  from  them.  Fig.  4. 

IV.  STIGMA;  a  fmall  bright  red  fpeck  in  the  fkin, 
without  any  elevation  of  the  cuticle.  Stigmata  are 
generally  diftin6l  or  apart  from  each  other.  When 
they  coalefce,  and  aflume  a  dark  red,  or  livid  colour, 
they  are  termed  petechia.  Fig.  5. 
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V.  PAPULA ;  a  very  fmall  and  acuminated  eleva¬ 
tion  of  the  cuticle,  with  an  inflamed  bafe,  not  contain¬ 
ing  a  Enid,  nor  tending  to  fuppuration.  Fig.  6.  The 
duration  of  Papulae  is  uncertain,  but  they  terminate 
for  the  moll  part,  in  Scurf. 

VI.  RASH  (Exanthema),  confifts  of  red  patches  on 
the  flcin,  varioufly  figured,  in  general  confluent,  and 
diSFufed  irregularly  over  the  body,  leaving  interftices 
of  a  natural  colour.  Portions  of  the  cuticle  are  often 
elevated  in  a  rafh,  fo  as  to  give  the  fenfation  of  an 
uneven  furface.  The  eruption  is  ufually  accompanied 
with  diforder  of  the  conftitution,  and  terminates,  in  a 
few  days,  by  cuticular  exfoliations.  Three  different 
forms  of  Rafhes  are  exhibited  in  PL.  I.  Fig.  7. 

VII.  MACULA;  a  permanent  difcolouration  of  fome 
portion  of  the  fkin,  often  with  a  change  of  it’s  texture, 
but  not  connefled  with  any  diforder  of  the  conftitu¬ 
tion.  Fig.  8. 

VIU.  TUBERCLE  ;  a  fmall,  hard,  fuperficial  turnon 
circumfcribed,  and  permanent,  or  proceeding  very 
flowly  to  fuppuration.  The  general  fize  and  appear¬ 
ance  of  Tubercles  is  reprefented  PL.  I.  Fig.  g. 

IX.  WHEAL  ;  a  rounded,  or  longitudinal  elevation 
of  the  cuticle,  with  a  white  fummit,  hard  but  not  per- 
C  2  manent. 
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manent,  not  containing  a  fluid,  nor  tending  to  fuppu- 
ration. 

X.  VESICLE  (Velicula);  a  fmall,  orbicular  elevation 
of  the  cuticle,  containing  lymph,  which  is  fometimes 
clear  and  colourlefs,  but  often  opaque,  and  whitilh,  or 
pearl-coloured.  Fig.  12.  Velicles  are  fucceeded  either 
by  Scurf,  or  laminated  Scabs. 

XL  BLEB  (Bulla) ;  a  large  portion  of  the  cuticle 
detached  from  the  Ikin  by  the  interpolition  of  a  tranf- 
parent  watery  fluid.  Fig.  10.  Soon  after  the  water  is 
difcharged,  the  excoriated  furface  is  covered  with  a 
flat,  yellow,  or  blackilh  Scab,  which  remains  till  a  new 
cuticle  is  formed  underneath.  Both  Veficles  and  Blebs, 
when  they  have  a  dark-red,  or  livid  bafe,  are  by  me¬ 
dical  and  chirurgical  writers,  denominated  Phlyc- 
TiENiE.  See  Fig.  11. 

XII.  PUSTULE  ;  an  elevation  of  the  cuticle,  with 
an  inflamed  bafe,  containing  pus.  Puftules  are  various 
in  their  fize,  but  the  diameter  of  the  largefl:  feldom  ex¬ 
ceeds  two  lines. 

Some  forms  of  Puftules  have,  been  diftinguiftied  by 
fpecific  appellations ;  as 

1.  Phlyzacium;  aPuftule  of  the  fize  reprefented 
in  PL.  I.  Fig,  23.  raifed  on  a  hard  circular  bafe,  of  a 

vivid 


DEFINITIONS. 


xiii 

vivid  red  colour.  It  is  fucceeded  by  a  thick,  hard, 
dark-coloured  Scab.  ; 

2.  PsyuaACiuM  ;  a  minute  Puftule,  irregularly  cir^. 
cumfcribed,  producing  but  a  flight  elevation  of  the 
cuticle,  and  terminating  in  a  laminated  Scab.  Fig.  14. 
Many  of  thefe  puftules  ufually  appear  together,  and 
become  confluent.  After  the  difcharge  of  Pus,  a  thin 
watery  humour  exudes,  which  often  forms  an  irre¬ 
gular  incruftation. 

3.  Achor  ;  an  acuminated  Puftule  of  intermediate 
fize  between  the  two  foregoing,  which  contains  a  ftraw- 
coloured  matter,  having  the  appearance,  and  nearly  the 
confiftence  of  ftrained  honey.  Fig.  15.  It  appears  mofl; 
frequently  about  the  head,  and  is  fucceeded  by  a  thin 
brown  or  yellowifli  fcab. 

4.  Cerion,  or  FAvus:  .this  puftule  is  fomewhat 
larger  than  the  Achor,  and  contains  a  more  vifcid 
matter ;  it’s  bafe  is  but  flightly  inflamed,  and  it  is  fuc¬ 
ceeded  by  a  yellow,  femi-tranfparent,  and  fometimes 
cellular  Scab,  like  a  honeycomb ;  Fig.  16. 


xiv  ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 

I  propofe  to  arrange  Cutaneous  Difeafes  in  eight 
Orders,  to  be  characterized  by  the  different  appear¬ 
ances  of  Papulae,  Scales,  Rafhes,  Bullae,  Veficles,  Puf- 
tules.  Tubercles,  and  Maculae.  By  comparing  together 
the  2d,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  10th,  nth,  and  12th  Defini¬ 
tions,  the  diftinguifhing  characters  of  each  Order  may 
be  readily  underftood.  They  will  alfo  be  further  illuf- 
trated  in  treating  of  the  Orders  refpeflively. 


ORDER 
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Papula,  as  defined  page  9,  are  generally  confidered 
to  be  enlargements  of  the  Papillae  of  the  (kin,  made  by 
a  ftrong  determination  of  blood  to  them,  with  fome 
degree  of  inflammation.  Medical  writers,  however, 
ufe  the  word  Papula  in  various  fignifications.  By 
MarceWus  and  Scribonius  Largus,  herpetic  veGcles, 
achores,  and  vari,  are  termed  Papulae.  Pliny  t  includes 
under  this  title,  wheals,  miliary  eruptions,  and  pete- 
chiae.  Profelfor  Lorry,  and  others,  apply  it  to  wheals, 
fuperficial  tubercles,  and  puftules  J.  Plenck,  in  his 

*  Marcell,  de  Medic,  c.  4.  &  JQ.  Scribon.  De  Comp.  Med.  cap.  23  &  98. 

t  Hist.  Nat.  LIB. XX.  cap. 20.  L.XXVI.  c.ll.  L. XXVIII.  c.l7.  See. 

J  Compare  Manard.  Ep.  Med.  7.  Fernel.  Pathol.  L.  VII.  C.  1.  Ta- 
gault.  Chirurg.  L.  I.  Cap.  2.  Lommii  Med.  Obs.  L.  II.  Sennert.  Pract. 
Med.  L.  V.  Part  Cap.  21.  Plater,  de  Superf.  Corpor.  dolorib.  Cap.  17. 
Hafenrelfer  De  Cutis  Affectib.  L.  I.  Cap.  15.  Theod.  Corbeii  Patholog. 
L.  II.  Sect.  5. 
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Doctrina  de  Morbis  Cutaneis,  Clafs.  V.  has  defined  Pa¬ 
pulae  as  follows;  "Sunt  tumores  exigui  fed  duri,  qui  vel 
refolvuntur,  vel  ex  apice  quid  humidi  ejieiunt,  et  dein 
defquamantur:”  yet  he  comprehends  in  the  clafs  feveral 
difeafes,  which  do  not  agree  with  the  definition,  and 
which  are  little  related  to  each  other,  as  Vari,  Grutum 
feu  Milium,  Herpes,  Cutis  anferina,  Tuberculum, 
Phygethlon,.  Lepra,  Elephantiafis. — ^Some  limitation  of 
the  fenfe  of  the  term  Papula  is  therefore  necellary.  In 
defining  it  (DEE.  V.)  I  have  followed  Sauvages  and 
Linnaeus  to  whofe  definitions  if  we  ftriflly  adhere, 
the  prefent  Order  will  only  comprize  the  three  genera, 
Strophulus,  Lichen,  and  Prurigo. 

I.  The  STROPHULUS  is  a  papulous  eruption,  pe¬ 
culiar  to  infants,  and  exhibiting  a  variety  of  forms, 
which  may  be  defcribed  under  the  titles  of  Stro¬ 
phulus  intertindus.  Strophulus  albidus.  Strophulus 
confertus.  Strophulus  volaticus.  Strophulus  candidus. 

1.  Strophulus  intertinctus,  ufually  called.  The 
Red  Gum,  and  by  the  French,  Efflorescence  be- 
NIGNE.  The  Papulae  characterizing  this  affection,  rife 
fenfibly  above  the  level  of  the  cuticle,  are  of  a  vivid  red 

*  Papula;  Phyma  parvulum,  desquamari  solitum.  Sauvages’s  Nosol, 
Method. 

Papula  est  tuberculum  farctum,  coloratura,  vix  suppurandura.  Linn. 
Nosolog.  See  Celsus  de  Medicin.  Lib.  V.  Cap.  27.  §  18. 
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colour,  and  ufually  difl;in6l  from  each  other;  PL.  II, 
Their  number  and  extent  is  very  different  in  different 
cafes.  They  appear,  moftly,  on  the  cheeks,  fore-arm, 
and  back  of  the  hand,  but  they  are  fometimes  diflFufed 
over  the  whole  body.  The  Papulse  are,  in  many 
places,  intermixed  with  Stigmata  (DEE.  IV),  and  often 
with  red  patches  of  a  larger  fize*,  which  do  not,  how¬ 
ever,  occafion  any  elevation  of  the  cuticle.  A  child’s 
Ikin,  thus  variegated,  fomewhat  refembles  a  piece  of 
red  printed  linen ;  and  hence  this  eruption  was  for¬ 
merly  denominated  the  Red-Gown  f,  a  term  which  is 
ftill  retained  in  feveral  counties  of  England,  and  may 
be  found  in  old  Dictionaries.  Medical  writers  have 
changed  the  original  word  for  one  of  a  limilar  found, 
but  not  more  fignificant. 

*  Infantum  cutis  pleruinque  eraptione  quacJam  incfucitur,  nutricibus 
nostris  dicta,  the  Red  Gum,  rubvum  gumifti.  Et  llic  quidem  morbus,  qui 
lufantulorum  proprius  est,  per  glandulas  qum  miliares  nominantur, 
large  profert,  modo  latis  pustulis,  modo  mirS  exiguis,  rubroque  colore 
conspicuis.  Russel  Qiconom.  Natur.  in  Morb.  Gland.  Page  42.  See 
PL.  II. — Compare  Etmuller  Valetudinar.  Infantil :  cap.  2.  §2. — G.W. 
Wedcl  de  Morb.  Infant,  purpurat. — Wirtzung,  Prax.  Med.  univers.  P.  I. 
Cap.  1.  I  3. — Brouzet  sur  I’Education  des  Enfans,  P.  187. — ^Allen’s  Sy- 
nops.  Medicin.  Vol.  II.  Pag.  285,  and  Fuller  on  Eruptive  Fevers.  Pag. 
128. 

f  Redde-Gowne,  Strophulus :  a  sicknesse  of  young  children.  Huloet’s 
Dictionary,  1572.  See  also  Rider’s  Dictionary,  Oxf.  1589;  Holyoke’s, 
and  Littleton’s  Dictionaries,  Lond.  I6O6  and  I678. 


D 


hi 


i8 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


In  the  Strophulus  intertinftuSj  a  few  fmall  Velicles 
(DEE.  X.)  containing  {Iraw-coloured  lymph,  may  be 
occalionally  obferved  on  the  wrift  or  back  of  the  hand, 
but  they  fcarcely  merit  attention,  as  the  fluid  difap- 
pears  in  a  fhort  time,  without  breaking  the  cuticle. 
The  eruption  ufually  terminates  in  Scurf,  though  not 
at  any  certain  period :  the  Papulae,  and  red  patches, 
in  fome  cafes,  remain  for  a  conhderable  time,  without 
any  obvious  alteration ;  in  other  cafes,  they  difappear 
and  come  out  again  daily  ;  but,  for  the  moft  part,  one 
eruption  of  them  fucceeds  another,  at  longer  intervals, 
and  with  more  regularity. 

This  complaint  occurs  chiefly  within  the  two  firfl: 
months  after  birth.  It  is  not  always  accompanied  with, 
or  preceded  by,  any  diforder  *  of  the  corvftitution,  but 
often  takes  place  in  the  RrongeR  and  moR  healthy 
children.  Some  authors  conne61:  it  with  the  aphthousf 

ulcerations 

*  "lam  inclined  to  think  that  the  Red  Gum  is  generally  preceded  by 

sickness  at  stomach ;  hut  this  is  so  common  to  new-born  infants,  that 
"  little  notice  is  taken  of  it  by  the  nurses.  Where  the  sickness  has  been 
"  more  considerable,  I  have  generally  found  it  followed  and  removed  by 
"  a  copious  eruption  of  the  Red  Gum.”  Dr.  John  Sims. 

•f-  Actuar.  Meth.  Med.  L.IV.  C.  14.  Myreps.  De  Compos. Med.  §  38. 
Cap.  119,  120. 

Infantulorum  Aphth®  ejusdem  opinor  sunt natur®  cum  illis  eruptionibus 
qu®  vocantur  the  Red  Gum;  et  in  hac  re  solum  discrepant,  quod  ut 

alter 
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ulcerations  peculiar  to  infancy,  fuppofing  them  to  be 
a  part  of  the  fame  difeafe,  diffufed  along  the  internal 
furface  of  the  mouth  and  inteftines  :  The  fa6i;  however 
is,  that  the  two  affe6lions  alternate  with  each  other; 
for  thofe  infants  who  have  the  papulous  eruption  on 
the  ikin  are  lefs  liable  to  Aphthae ;  and  when  the 
Aphthae  take  place  extenlively,  the  Ikin  becomes  pale 
and  free  from  eruption. 

The  Strophulus  inter tinftus  is,  by  moft  writers,  faid 
to  originate  from  an  acidity,  or  acrimonious  quality  of 
the  milk  in  a  child’s  ftomach,  which  is  communicated 
afterwards  to  the  blood,  and  ftimulates  the  cutaneous 
excretories.  This  opinion  might,  without  difficulty,  be 
proved  to  have  little  foundation-,  but  in  a  work  of  this 
kind  I  do  not  think  it  fo  neceflary  to  theorize  concern¬ 
ing  difeafeSt  as  to  deliver  a  faithful  account  of  their 
fymptoms,  and  external  appearances.  I  (hall  therefore 
only  obferve,  that  the  predifpofition  to  the  complaint 
may  be  deduced  from  the  delicate  and  tender  Hate  of 
the  Ikin,  and  from  the  ftrong  determination  of  blood 
to  the  furface,  which  evidently  takes  place  in  infants ; 
and  that  the  papulous  eruption  is,  in  many  cafes,  con- 
nefted  with  a  weak,  irritable  Hate  of  the  alimentary 

alter  morbus  cutem,  ita  hie  glandulas  internas  infestat.  Russel  CEconom. 
Natur.  in  Morbis  Glandular.  Page  57. 
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canal,  and  confequent  indigeftion.  For  if  it  be,  by 
any  means,  fuddenly  repelled  from  the  furface,  diarr¬ 
hoea,  vomiting,  fpafmodic  afiFeftions  of  the  bowels,  and 
often  general  difturbance  of  the  conftitution  fucceed  ; 
but  on  it’s  re-appearance,  thofe  internal  complaints 
immediately  ceafe.  Dr.  Armftrong  and  others  *  have 
particularly  noticed  this  reciprocation,  which  makes 
the  Red  Gum,  contrary  to  the  opinion  generally  enter¬ 
tained  refpefting  it,  fometimes  a  very  dangerous  com¬ 
plaint.  On  thefe  remarks  a  neceffary  caution  is  founded, 
jiot  to  expofe  infants,  with  the  eruption  upon  them,  to 
a  ftream  of  very  cold  air,  nor  to  plunge  them  into  a 
cold  bath,  the  moll  violent  fymptoms,  and  even  fatal 
confequences,  having  occafionally  refulted  from  fuch 
imprudent  condud. 

*  Armstrong  on  the  Diseases  of  Children,  p.  SO.  Smellie  Coll.  4T. 
Yol.  III.  Dr.  Underwood,  V ol.  I,  p.  82. — Cum  sSeretiones  quae  post  aureg 
et  per  inguina,  &c.  perficiuntur,  cumque  eruptio  dicta  the  Red  Gum  ejt 
toto  evanescit,  turn  secretiones  per  glandulas  tubi  alimentarii  quotidi^ 
augeri  incipiunt. — Infans  acidis  ructibus  affligitur,  cibum  vomendo  rejicit; 
intestiaa  flatibus  distenduntur :  strangulationes  in  gutture,  ut  in  mulieribus 
hystericis  percipiuntur;  sonitu  quovis  inopinato  contremiscit.  Inmaribus, 
vestimentis  ejtutis,  tam  circa  testicuios,  quam  oculps  quoque  et  os,  color 
tanquam  plumbeus  cernitur;  dormienti  penis  erigitur;  e  somno  soepe 
contractis  fortiter  pugnis  excitatur^  oculosuno  in  loco  figit,  intenditque 
et  si  quidem  alvus  durior  sit,  ssepe  motibus  epilepticis,  ssepe  convulsivis 
corripi  solet.  Russel  CEconom.  Natur.  p.  45. 


With 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


21 


The  ufual  mild  appearance  of  the  Strophulus  inter- 
tinftus,  being  conGIient  with  a  healthy  date  of  all  the 
funftions  of  the  body,  requires  but  little  attention  from 
medical  practitioners.  They  should,  however,  direct 
nurfes  to  keep  a  child’s  fkin  clean,  and  to  promote 
equable  perfpiration,  by  daily  ablutions  with  tepid 
water,  which  are  useful  in  mod  Cutaneous  diforders, 
and  which  will  be  found,  in  other  refpefts,  of  material 
importance  to  the  health  of  infants  *. 

Some  further  confiderations  are  requifite  where  the 
eruption  is  more  obvioufly  conne£led  \vith  a  morbid 
date  of  the  domach  and  bowels  +.  In  this  cafe  very 
much  depends  on  proportioning  the  aliment  to  the 
digedive  powers  J;  and,  with  a  view  to  invigorate 
them,  fuch.  modes  of  exercife  mud  be  employed,  as 
can  be  conveniently  borne  by  infants.  When  the  erup¬ 
tion  has  been  repelled  from  the  Ikin  by  the  application 
of  cold  water,  by  adringent  lotions,  or  by  an  improper 
expofure  to  cold  air,  and  when  violent  internal  diforder 
is  the  confequence  (page  2o)i  a  warm  bath  proves  the 
mod  effe6lual  remedy :  it  prefently  relieves  the  urgent 
fymptoms,  and  often  brings  back  the  eruption  §. 

2,  In 

*  Aet.  Tetr.  I.  Serm.  4,  cap.  3. 

•\  See  Kussel  CEconom.  Nat.  p,  46. 

J  Paul.  iEgin.  L.  I.  cap.  5. 

§  Dr.  Armstrong  observes,  la  this  complaint  I  hayo  seen  the  warm 

"  bajth 
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2.  In  the  Strophulus  albidus,  which  is  by  fome 
termed  the  White  Gum  the  eruption  confifts  of 
numerous,  minute,  hard,  whitifli  fpecks,  a  little  ele¬ 
vated,  and  furrounded  by  a  very  flight  rednefs.  Thefe 
fpecks,  or  Papulae,  when  their  tops  are  removed,  do 
not  difcharge  any  fluid ;  it  is,  however,  probable,  that 
they  are  originally  formed  by  the  depofition  of  a  fluid, 
which  afterwards  concretes  under  the  cuticle.  They 
appear  chiefly  on  the  face,  neck,  and  breaft,  and  con¬ 
tinue  a  long  time.  The  mode  of  their  diftribution  on 
the  face  is  reprefen  ted,  PL.  III. 

The  Strophulus  albidus  fometimes  takes  place  with¬ 
out  any  diforder  of  the  conftitution ;  but  it  is  at  other 
times  attended  with  the  fymptoms  enumerated.  Page 
20-1,  and  requires  the  medical  treatment  there  recom¬ 
mended. — ^Although  a  diftinfiive  name  has  been  ap¬ 
plied  to  this  eruption^  w,hen  occurring  alone,  I  have 
obferved,  in  a  great  number  of  cafes,  that  red  patches 
and  Papulae:  were  intermixed  with  it,  a  circumftance 
which  eftablifhes  its  affinity  with  the  Strophulus  inter- 
tinftus. 

3.  Strophulus  coNFERTus,  An  eruption  of  numer¬ 
ous  Papulae,  varying  in  their  fize,  appears  on  different 

“  bath  of  essential  service,  and  very  good  effects  from  a  blister.”  He 
has  exemplified  the  practice  by  a  very  striking  case. 


*  Dr.  Underwood,  Voi.  I.  p.  81. 
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parts  of  the  body  in. infants,  during  dentition*,  and  has 
thence  been  denominated  the  Tooth  Ralh  •.  It  is  fome- 
tirnes  alfo  termed,  the  Rank  Red  Gum. 

About  the  fourth  or  fifth  month  after  birth,  an  erup¬ 
tion  of  this  kind  takes  place,  in  mofl;  infants,  on  the 
cheeks,  and  fides  of  the  nofe,  extending  fometimes  to 
the  forehead  and  arms,  fometimes,  though  lefs  fre¬ 
quently,  to  the  trunk  of  the  body.  The  Papulae  on  the 
face  are  fmaller,  and  fet  more  clofely  together,  than  in 
the  Red  Gum;  PL.  IV.  Fig.  1.  Their  colour  is  not  fo 
vivid,  but  they  are  more  permanent.  They  terminate 
at  length  in  Scurf ;  yet,  perhaps  fome  days  afterward, 
a  frefti  eruption  appears  in  the  fame  places. — The  Pa¬ 
pulae  on  the  back  or  loins  are  much  larger,  and  more 
diflant  from  each  other,  than  thofe  on  the  face.  They 
are  often  fiirrounded  by  an  extenfive  circle  of  inflam¬ 
mation;  and  a  few  of  them  contain  a  femi-pellucid 
■watery  fluid,  which  is  abforbed  when  the  inflammation 
fubfides. 

In  the  feventh  or  eighth  month,  the  Strophulus  con- 
fertus  often  exhibits  one,  two,  or  three,  large  irregular 

*  Multi  sunt  infantes  quibus  ad  singulas  dentilionis  periodos  irritatio 
lichenas  (i.  e.  papulas)  extends  protrudit.  Lorry  de  Morb.  Cutan.  p.  245. 
See  also  Etmuller  Dissert.  10.  ^  32. — It  is  to  be  observed  that  Dr,  Arm¬ 
strong  applies  the  denomination  of  Tooth  Rash  to  the  Crusta  lactea. 
On  the  Diseases  of  Children,  Pag.  34. 
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clufters  of  Papulae,  which  are  inflamed,  hard,  of  a  con- 
fiderable  fize,  and  fet  fo  clofe  together,  that  all  the  in¬ 
tervening  fkin  is  of  a  high  red  colour.  The  fore-arm 
is  the  ufual  feat  of  this  eruption,  the  Papulae  riling  firfl; 
on  the  back  of  the  hand,  and  gradually  extending  up¬ 
wards  along  the  arm,  PL.  IV.  Fig.  i.  Sometimes,  how¬ 
ever,  the  clufters  appear  on  the  fhoulder,  or  neck ; 
and,  at  other  times,  the  eruption  commences  at  the 
elbow,  and  proceeds  a  little  way,  both  upward  and 
downward,  on  the  outfide  of  the  arm;  It  arrives  at  it’s 
height  in  about  a  fortnight ;  the  Papulae  then  begin  to 
fade,  and  become  flat  at  the  top  :  afterward  the  cuticle 
exfoliates  from  the  part  aflefted,  which  remains  disco¬ 
loured,  rough,  and  irregular,  for  a  week  or  two  longer. 

A  very  obftinate  and  painful  modification  of  this 
diforder  occafionally  takes  place  orr  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities.  The  Papuhe  ipread  from  the  calves  of 
the  legs  to  the  thighs,  nates-,,  loins,  and  round  the 
bodyj  as  high  as  the  navel  ;  being  very  numerous 
and  clofe  together,  they  produce  a  continuous  rednefs 
over  aU  the  parts  above-mentioned.  The  cuticle  pre- 
fently  becomes.  Ihrivelled,  cracks  in  various  places, 
and  finally  feparates  from  the  flein  in  large  pieces. 
During  this  procefs  a  new  cuticle  is  formed^  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  the  complaint  recurs-  in  a  fliort  time, 
and  goes  through  the  fame  courfe  as  before.  In  this 
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manner  fucceffive  eruptions  take  place,  during  the 
courfe  of  three  or  four  months  ;  and  perhaps  do  not 
ceafe  till  the  child  is  one  year  old,  or  fomewhat  more*. 
Children  neceffarily  fulFer  great  uneafmefs  from  the 
heat  and  irritation  occalioned  by  fo  extenfive  an 
eruption ;  yet,  while  they  are  affected  with  it,  they 
often  remain  free  from  any  internal  or  febrile  com¬ 
plaint.  This  appearance  fhould  be  diflinguifhed  from 
the  Intertrigo  of  infants,  which  exhibits  an  uniform, 
red,  fmooth,  fiiining  furface,  without  papulae ;  and 
which  affefls  only  the  lower  part  of  the  nates  and 
infide  of  the  thighs,  being  produced  by  the  ftimulus 
of  the  urine.  See.  with  which  the  child’s  clothes  are 
almoft  conftantly  wetted  t, 

When  tine  Strophulus  confertus  appears  in  a  healthy 
childj  it  is  moftly  aferibed  to  a  ftate  of  indigeftion,  or 
fome  feverifh  complaint,  in  the  mother  or  nurfe  :  I 
have,  however,  frequently  feen  the  eruption  where  no 

*  Compare  Dr.  Underwood,  Vol.  I.  p.  98. 

t  Nurses  or  servants,  in  order  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  washing,  hastily 
dry  the  cloths  wetted  with  urine,  and  apply  them  again  wliile  rough 
and  impregnated  with  the  urinary  salts.  These  cloths  are  very  irritating 
to  t|ie  skin,  and  greatly  aggravate  any  eruptive  complaint,  with  which  the 
child,  who  wears  them,  may  be  alfected. — Medical  practitioners  should 
caution  young  mothers  against  the  above  slovenly  practice  in  nurseries. 


E 
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fuch  caufe  for  it  was  evident.  It  may,  with  more  pro¬ 
priety,  be  ranked  among  the  numerous  fymptoms  of 
irritation,  arifing  from  the  inflamed  and  painful  ftate 
of  the  gums  in  dentition,  fince  it  always  occurs  during 
that  procefs,  and  di/appears  foon  after  the  firfl  teeth 
have  cut  through  the  gums.  On  this  view,  the  erup¬ 
tion  requires  no  confideration  in  medical  practice 
beyond  the  general  treatment  proper  for  the  ftate  of 
teething.  Great  attention  to  cleanlinefs  is,  however, 
requifite,  and  I  would  recommend  that  the  parts  af- 
feCled  Ihould  be  often  wafhed  with  warm  milk  and 
water,  or  thin  gruel.  I  may  obferve  further,  that  we 
Ihould  carefully  diftinguilh  the  Strophulus  confertus 
from  the  Mealies,  or  Scarlatina ;  and  that  we  Ihould 
not  be  too  hafty  in  ordering  a  child  to  be  weaned,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  eruption,  on  a  fuppofition 
of  ill  health  in  the  mother  or  nurfe. 

4.  The  Strophulus  volaticus  is  charafterized  by 
fmalJ,  circular  patches,  or  duller s,  of  Papulae,  which 
appear  fucceflively  on  different  parts  of  the  body. 
The  number  of  Papulae  in  each  clutter  is  from  three 
to  ten,  or  twelve :  both  the  Papulae  and  their  inter- 
ftices  arc  of  a  high  red  colour.  Thefe  patches,  con¬ 
tinue  red,  with  a  little  heat  or  itching,  for  about  four 
days,  when  they  turn  brown,  and  begin  to  exfoliate. 
The  eruption  is,  in  many  cafes,  limited  to  two  or  three 
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patches  on  the  arms,  or  cheeks.  In  fome  inftances, 
however,  as  one  patch  declines,  another  appears  at  a 
fmall  diYlance  from  it,  and  in  this  manner  the  complaint 
fpreads  gradually  over  the  face,  body,  and  limbs,  not 
terminating  in  lefs  than  three  or  four  weeks.  During 
that  time  the  child  has  ufually  a  quick  pulfe,  and  a 
white  tongue,  and  is  uneafy  and  fretful. 

The  above  complaint  has  been,  by  fome  writers,  de¬ 
nominated  Ignis  volaticus  infantum*:  I  think  it,  how- 

*  Sauvages’s  accounl  of  the  Ignis  volaticus,  or  Erythema  volaticum, 
though  very  incorrect,  is  deserving  of  notice.  Nosol.  Med.  Tom.  I. 
p.  139.  Euvthema  volaticum;  Maculae  vqlaticas  Sennerti;  jSEstus 
volaticus;  vulgo  Feu  volage.  Pueri  lactentes  non  iar6  erytheraata 
habent  in  facie,  pertinacia,  constantia,  intense  rubra,  uniformia,  circu- 
iaria,  monette  minoris  magnitudiue,  circa  gends,  labia-,  in  maculsc  centra 
non  raid  vidi  foramen  fuscum,  siccum. 

Si  hffi  maculai  evadant-'crustosse,  an  sunt  quid  diversum  a  Crusta  lacteS,? 
Sennertus  se  nunquam  vidisse  fatetur,  atque  maculas  ori,  oculis,  auribus 
vicinas,  pro  lethalibus  habendas  profert,  quod  a  vero  aberrare  docet  Ver- 
ducius.  Hujus  desideratur  accurata  historia;  si  calore,  dolore  careat,  ad 
guttam  roseain  attinet.  Quas  vidi  crustosse  non  erant,  unde  a  Crustii 
lactea  diiferebant. 

Sauvages  has  not  mentioned  the  papulous  elevations  in  the  patches.  The 
foramina,  fusca,  sicca,  observed  by  him,  may  be  accounted  for  as  fol¬ 
lows;  When  the  tops  of  the  Papulse  are  abraded,  by  rubbing  or  scratch¬ 
ing  them,  a  discharge  of  lymph  takes  place  from  the  small  openings, 
which  presently  concretes  into  brown  or  blackish  concave  scabs. 
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ever,  proper  to  remark,  that,  under  this  title,  Astruc  * 
and  Lorry  +  have  defcribed  one  of  the  forms  of  the 
Crufla  laftea,  in  which  a  fucceflive  eruption  of  Pullules 
(Achores,  DEF.  X.)  takes  place  on  the  fame  part,  mostly 
about  the  eyes,  or  mouth,  in  children  at  different  ages, 
and  fometimes  in  adults.  The  Maculae  volaticae  infan¬ 
tum,  mentioned  by  Witlichius,  SennertusJ,  and  Se- 
bizius  agree  in  fome  refpefts  with  the  Strophulus 
volaticiis ;  but  they  are  defcribed  by  other  German 
phyficians  as  a  fpecies  of  Eryfipelas,  or  as  irregular 
efflorefcences  affeding  the  genitals  of  infants,  and 
often  proving  fatal. 

The  Strophulus  volaticus  is  not,  as  many  authors 
have  hated,  an  unufual  complaint.  Thofe  children  are 
liable  to, it,  who  have  a  fair  and  irritable  Ikin.  I  have 
fometimes  obferved  it  between  the  third  and  fixth 
month,  but,  I  think,  more  frequently  at  a  later  period 
of  dentition.  In  one  inftance,  it  occurred  about  ten 
days  after  birth,  and  continued  three  weeks,  being 

*  Astmc  De  Mori).  Inf.  page  44. 

Lorry,  Part  I.  Sect.  2.  Art.  3.  De  Morb.  Cutan.  Compare  Sauvages 
De  Tinea  volatica,  vel  Igne  volatico :  Nosol.  Med.  Tom.  II.  p.  579. 

t  L.  V.  p.  3.  Sect.  1.  cap.  6.  See  also  Act.  Nat.  Cur.  Tom.  IV.  &  VIII. 

§  Spec.  Med.  Pract.  Part  V.  cap.  32. 
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gradually  difFufed  from  the  cheeks  and  forehead  to 
the  fcalp,  afterwards  to  the  trunk  of  the  body,  and  to 
the  extremities  :  when  the  patches  exfoliated,  a  red 
furface  was  left,  with  a  flight  border  of  detached 
cuticle,  as  reprefented  on  the  wrift,  PL.  IV.  Fig.  2. 

This  eruption  being  fometimes  conne6led  with  a 
diforder  of  the  ilomach  and  bowels,  it  becomes  requi- 
fite  to  adminifter  a  gentle  emetic,  or  fome  laxative 
medicine ;  after  which  the  decoction  of  Peruvian  Bark 
will  be  found  ufeful.  No  external  application  feems 
neceflary, 

5.  Strophulus  candidus.  In  this  form  of  Stro¬ 
phulus  the  Papulas  are  larger  than  in  any  of  the  fore¬ 
going  fpecies.  They  have  no  inflammation  round 
their  bafe,  and  their  furface  is  very  fmooth  and  Alin¬ 
ing,  fo  that  they  appear  to  be  of  a  lighter  colour  than 
the  adjoining  cuticle.  They  are  difFufed,  at  a  confi- 
derable  diftance  from  each  other,  over  the  loins,  flioul- 
ders,  and  upper  part  of  the  arms  :  I  have  not  obferved 
them  in  any  other  fituation. 

This  eruption  affefts  infants  above  a  year  old,  in  the 
latter  periods  of  dentition :  it  likewife  occurs  during 
the  Hate  of  convalefcence  after  Fevers,  and  Inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  bowels  or  lungs.  The  Papulas  continue 

hard 


30 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


hard  and  elevated  for  about  a  week,  then  gradually 
fubfide  and  difappear.  Their  fize,  and  diftributioh  are 
reprefented,  PL.  IV.  Fig.  3. 

Papulae  of  this  kind  fometimes  appear  on  the  loins 
of  children,  with  an  eruption  of  the  Strophulus  con- 
fertus  in  the  form  defcribed  page  24-5. 


Few  obfervations  have  been  left,  by  the  antients, 
relpeding  the  papulous  eruptions  above  defcribed. 
Moll  of  the  Greek  Phyficians  comprehend  Strophulus, 
and  the  Crufta  ladea,  with  fome  other  Cutaneous  Dif- 
eafes  peculiar  to  infants,  under  the  denomination  of 
i.i,xAfx.ccicc  Aetius  has  diftinguifhed  the  or 

Papulous  eruptions,  from  Velicles  and  Puilules  * ; 
and  has  laid  down  the  mode  of  treatment  proper  for 
them  refpedively.  He  recommends  that  a  child,  af- 
feded  with  Papulae,  Ihould  be  walked  with  a  deeo61;ion 
of  rofes,  tamarifk,  pomegranate-rind,  or  myrtle,  giving 
a  caution  againft  the  ufe  of  falt-water  and  urine,  which 
were,  at  that  time,  favourite  remedies  in  eruptive  com¬ 
plaints. 

The  different  forms  of  Strophulus,  and  fome -other 
Cutaneous  Diforders,  are  cOihprized  by 'the  Arabian 

*  Mo;^9)ifa  Tfopv  ^ncocfisyee  ra  vnma  trspiOTWIii  »oc7»iftatrn»,  are  cvt  aWioij, 

{favSiifiala,  xai  (pXtixIaiva;,  xa»  xaSuypa  eAxij  xctia.  Tvy  c^Kpantay  ytyysBai  a.  /3a(?at- 

x«(  STEpot  'iirapaOTXiis'llX.  Act.  A. 
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writers  under  the  general  title  Bothor  of  Infants  *. 
Thefe  eruptions  are,  in  their  opinion,  of  the  fame 
nature,  and  referable  to  the  fame  caufes  +  as  Aphthae, 
which  they  term  Bothor  of  the  Mouth.  The  method 
of  treatment  prefcribed  by  them,  in  fuch  cafes,  is 
lingular.  As  foon  as  any  Papulae  appear,  they  direfl: 
that  the  child  Ihould  be  expofed  to  the  fteam  of  a 
veffel  full  of  boiling  water,  with  a  view  to  derive  the 
morbid  humour  to  the  furface  of  the  body 

*  Hujiisniodi  Bothor  alise  sunt  albse,  alise  rubras,  aliae  nigrae,  aliae 
magnae,  aliae  parvae,  et  multae,  et  paucae;  aliae  fortis  et  acuti  doloris,  et 
mortiferae.  Ilhazes  de  Morbis  Infantum,  cap.  19,  et  Alsaharav.  Pract. 
cap.  25. 

Est  cum  in  corpore  infantum  accidunl  Bothor :  sed  quod  ex  eis  ulce- 
rosum  est  et  nigrum,  est  mortale.  Quod  autcm  est  album,  est  sanius,  et 
similiter  rubeum.  Aviccn.  li.  I.  Fen.  2.  Doctr.  3.  cap.  3. 

f  Caus®  vero  in.uniyersum  smit,  corruptio  lactis,  cum  ejusdem  maliti&; 
vel  6x  eo  quod  non  digeratur  lac  in  ventriculo.  Alsaharav.  cap.  25. 

J  Curatio  universalis  est  ut  rectificetur  lac  nutricis et  ponatur  sub 
pue.ro  olla  plena,  ^aqpl.  calida,  in  principip  apparitionis  pustularum,  ut 
attrahat  .superflupip  hnmorefn:  ab  i,ntenp.^ib,us  ad  corporis,  supei:ficiem, 
Rhazes  de  Morb,  Infant,  cap.  I9,  et  Alsaharav,  loc.  cit. 
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II.  LICHEN. 


Xn  the  writings  of  Hippocrates,  the  term  Lichen,  or 
Lichenes,  is  employed  to  exprefs  an  eruption  of  Pa- 
pulae<  According  to  Foesius,  CEconom.  Hippoc. 
ell  fummae  cutis  vitium,  ut  et  aew/i*,  cum  afperitate 
et  levi  pruritu  ;  deterius  quidem  Pruritu,  Pfor4  autem 
et  Lepr4  levius.  Lichenes  inter  exanthemata  recen- 
fentur,  Hipp.  Prorrh.  2.  ut  et  cutis  fosditates  et  vitia 
cehfentur  potius  quam  morbi  (Lib.  neque 

abfimili  modo  Lichenes  corporis  profundum  vitiofis 
humoribus  in  cutem  erumpentibus  expurgant;  Aph. 
20.  L.  III.  Sic  etiam  Lichenes  tube- 

rofi,  turgentes,  et  in  tumorem  fublati,  hoc  eft,  cum 
puftulis  et  papulis  dicuntur.  L.  IV.  Epidem. 

The  later  Greek  authors  extend  the  ufe  of  this 
term  farther,  comprehending  under  it,  belides  the 
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(imple  and  the  rank  *  Lichen,  a  puflular  affection  of  the 
face  fometimes  called  Sycofis  f,  and  like  wife  the  Men- 
tagraj,  a  contagious  difeafe,  which  is  faid  not  to  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  Europe  before  the  reign  of  Claudius  Casfar. 

Celfus,  under  the  denomination  Papula,  has  com¬ 
prized  the  Lichen  agrius,  and  another  form  of  Lichen. 
De  Medicina,  Lib.  V.  Cap.  28  §. 

Pliny,  in  one  paifage,  (Nat.  Hift.  L.  XX.  Cap.  i.) 
feems  to  ufe  the  term  Lichen  as  fynonymous  with  the 
Impetigo  of  the  Latins.  He  is,  however,  inconliftent 
with  hirafelf,  fince,  in  other  places,  he  employs  thefe 
terms  to  exprefs  different  difeafes.  The  only  author  to 
whom  we  can  refer  for  a  definition  of  Impetigo  is 
Celfus  *,  and  his  account  of  it  does  not,  in  any  refped, 
correfpond  to  that  which  the  Greeks  have  given  of 

xai  ayfiof.  Galctl.  Introduct. 

f  Aet.  Tetrab.  II.  4.  16.  Oribas.  Lib.  III.  C,  57- 

or  aviuja-K,  according  to  Galen,  De  Comp.  Med.  sec.  loc.  Lib.  V. 

Actnar.  L.  VI.  C.  6.  Aet.  Tetrab.  II.  4.  l6.  Marcellus  De  Medi¬ 
cina,  C.  ig.  Plin.  Hist.  Nat.  L.  XXVI.  Plin.  de  Re  Medic.  II.  56. 

^  See  Gorrsei  Defin.  Med.  p.  361.  Ingrassias  de  Tumor.  Tr.  I.  C.  1. 
Tagaukii  Inst.  Chi rurgim,  Lib.  I.  Cap.  2.  Bonacursius  de  Malis- extern 
Cap.  36. 
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the  Licbenes  *.  All  the  tranflators  of  the  Greek  me¬ 
dical  writers  have,  neverthelefs,  ufed  Impetigo  as  fyno- 
iiyraous  with  the  original  term  Lichen ;  and  their  ex- 
ample  has  been  followed  by  many  refpectable  authors 
on  the  fubjed  of  Cutaneous  Diford ers  t. 

The  Lichen  has  alfo  been  arranged  under  other  ge^ 
nera  of  difeafe,  with  which  it  has  ftill  lefs  affinity 
than  with  Impetigo.  Thus  Sauvages  defcribes  it 
under  the  title  of  Herpes  ffirinofus ;  and  Lorry  ^  con- 

*  The  real  relation  between  the  Lichen  or  Papula,  and  Impetigo,  ia 
stated  by  Celsus,  L.  V.  C.  28,  where  he  says,  that  the  Papula  agria, 
“  through  neglect  or  improper  treatment,  is  often  changed  into  Impetigo.” 
This  observation  is  confirmed  by  experience ;  but  it  does  not  authorize  u;» 
to  confound  those  two  diseases,  nor  to  employ  the  terms  expressing  them 
indiscriminately. 

■\  Joubarti  interpretatio  Dictionum  Guidonis  de  Cauliaco,  p.  26.  Amat. 
Lusitan.  Curat.  Med.  p.  155.  Fernel.  Patholog.  VII.  6.  Manard.  Ep. 
Med.  7.  Plater,  tom.  III.  -p.  675.  Lommius  in  Obs.  Med.  II.  Foes. 
CEcon.  Hippoc.  Plenck  De  Morfa.  Cutan.  p.  86. 

J  Nosol.  Method.  De  Herpete.  See  also  Bertrandi,  Opere  Anatomiche. 
T.  IV.  Articulo  IJ. 

§  Tertia  [Lichcnum]  species  saepe  cum  fundo  miscetur  herpetico,  unde 
sublatis  qui  primo  apparuerant  Lichenibus,  in  verum  Herpetem  mutatur. 
Lorry  de  Morb.  Cut.  p,  150',  244,  and  349.  Compare  Heumius  Comm, 
in  Hipp.  Cap.  20.  L.  III.  Etmuller.  Colleg.  Pract.  pag.  525. 
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founds  both  Lichen  and  Impetigo  with  Herpes.  Pla- 
terus,  Corbey,  and  Hafenreffer*  arrange  Lichen  under 
the  genus  Scabies.  Some  others  apply  this  term  foleiy 
to  exprefs  the  Mentagra  of  the  Latins  f.  Mercurialis 
who  denies  the  affinity  of  that  difeafe  with  the  Li- 
chenes,  reprefents  the  latter  as  a  puftular  complaint, 
fimilar  to  the  Scabies  defcribed  by  Celfus,  or  to  the 
Al-kouba  of  the  Arabians. 

Arnidfl  fo  much  confufion,  it  becomes  difficult  to 
fix  the  proper  fignification  of  the  word  Lichen.  I  have 
before  obferved  that  Hippocrates  employs  it  to  denote 
an  eruption  of  Papulee  ^  on  the  Ikin.  He  certainly  did 

not 


*  Plater.  Praxis  111.  17.  Hafenreff.  De  Cut.  Affedt.  I.  IS.  Corbeii 
PathoJ,  Lib.  II. 

f  Gab.  Fallop.  De  UJcerib.  Cap.  25.  Schenk ii  Obs.  417,  &c.  . 

J  Mercurlalis  De  Morb.  Cut.  L.  II.  Cap.  6. 

^  Lichenum  nomen  apud  Hippocratem  universaliter  sumitur  pro  en- 
^emica  cutis  efflorescehti^,  unde  niirum  videtur  et  parum  diligens,  ab, 
interpretibus  nomen  illud  per  Impeiiginein  reddi,  Sed  in  hisce  morbis 
magnam  nominum  confusionem  reperimur.  Unde  Lichenes  a  Gracis 
ipsis  parum  inleilectos,  ab  Arabibus,  ut  mihi  saltenl  videtur,  praetermiWos 
pro  depuratione  cutis  particular!  habebimus,  cujus  nobis  ideam  exhibere 
possunt  eruptiones  illse  qum  Gallis  dicuntur.  Dartres  farineuse^.  Lorry 
de  Morb.  Cutis,  p*.  243.  See  Poupart  Traite  des  Dartres,  p.  5. 

F  2  M.  Lorry’s 
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not  include  under  this  denomination  any  puftular 
difeafe,  fince,  in  the  20th  Aphori fm  of  the  third  book,- 
he  mentions,  diftinclively,  Lichenes,  and 
or  ulcerating  efflorefcences,  conjointly  with  fome  other 
difeafes  peculiar  to  the  fpring  feafon. 

I  think,  therefore,  we  may  eftablilh  an  ufeful  dif- 
tinftion  in  Cutaneous  Diforders,  if,  in  conformity  tQ 
the  original  fenfe  of  the  word,  the  Lichen  be  defined, 
an  extenfive  eruption  of  Papulae  affefting  adults,  con- 
neded  with  internal  diforder,  ufually  terminating  in 
Scurf ;  recurrent ;  not  cohtagious. 

The  varieties  of  this  eruptive  difeafe,  which  have 
occurred  to  my  obfervation,  I  propofe  to  deferibe 
under  the  titles.  Lichen  fimplex.  Lichen  pilaris.  Lichen 
circumferiptus.  Lichen  agrius.  Lichen  lividus,  and 
Lichen  tropicus. 

1.  The  Lichen  simplex  ufually  commences  with 
head-ach,  flufhing  of  the  face,  lofs  of  appetite,  general 
languor,  and  a  quick,  unequal  pulfe.  Diftinfl  red  Pa¬ 
pulae,  with  but  little  inflammation  round  their  bafe, 
arife  firft  about  the  cheeks  and  chin,  or  on  the  arms  -, 

M.  Lorry’s  observation  with  regard  to  the  Arabian  physicians,  is  not 
correct.  The  Lichen  is  noticed  by  Serapion,  Breviar.  Tract.  V.  cap.  2. 
«t4.  where  he  has  literally  translated  the  observations  of  Paulas  Aigineta 
on  Lichen,  Psora,  and  Lepra. 

in 
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in  the  courfe  of  three  or  four  days  a  diffufe  eruption 
of  limilar  Papulas  takes  place  on  the  neck,  body,  and 
lower  extremities,  attended  with  an  unpleafant  fenfa- 
tion  of  tingling,  which  is  fomewhat  aggravated  during 
the  night.  In  about  a  week,  the  colour  of  the  erup¬ 
tion  fades ;  and  the  cuticle  feparates  in  Scurf.  All 
the  furface  of  the  body  remains,  for  a  long  time,  rough 
and  fcurfy,  but  the  roughnefs  is  moft  obfervable  in 
the  flexures  of  the  joints ;  PL.  V.  Fig.  i.  The  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  complaint  is  feldom  in  any  two  cafes  alike: 
fourteen,  feventeen,  twenty,  or  fometimes  thirty  days 
intervene  betwixt  the  eruption,  and  the  renovation  of 
the  cuticle. 

The  febrile  ftate,  or  rather  the  ftate  of  irritation,  at 
the  beginning  of  this  diforder,  is  feldom  conhderable 
enough  to  confine  the  patient  to  the  houfe ;  after  re¬ 
maining  five  or  fix  days,  it  is  generally  relieved  on  the 
appearance  of  the  eruption. 

Some  difference  is  obfervable  in  the  form  of  the 
Papulae,  on  different  parts  of  the  furface  of  the  body. 
On  the  face  they  are  large,  and  rounded,  and  more 
permanent  than  in  other  fituations  :  they  are  fmall, 
acuminated,  and  of  a  vivid  colour,  on  the  neck,  breafl, 
and  extremities  :  on  the  hands  they  have  the  leaft  red- 
nefs,  and  fometimes  refemble  obfcure  watery  veficles, 
but  they  exfoliate  without  any  difcharge  of  fluid. 

This, 
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.  This,  as  well  as  fome  other  fpecies  of  the  Lichen, 
occurs  annually  about  the  beginning'  of  fummer,  or  in 
autumn,  in  perfons  of  a  very  weak  and  irritable  con- 
ftitution.  Delicate  women,  fubjecl  to  violent  pains  in 
the  ftomach,  and  head,  are  often  relieved  from  thefe 
complaints  during  feveral  months,  after  an  eruption  of 
the  Lichen  fimplex*.  It  is  likewife  a  fequel,  or  crifis, 
of  fome  acute  difeafes,  particularly  Fever,  and  Ca¬ 
tarrhal,  or  Peritoneal  inflammation.  The  inftances  col- 
le£led  by  Sauvages,  Nofol.  Method.  Claff.  X.  Ord.  5. 
under  the  article.  Scabies  critica,  are  deferving  of 
attention. 


*  A  case  of  this  kind  is  recorded  by  Hoffman,  tom.  IV.  part  5.  p.  41 1- 
but  under  the  title  of  Purpura  chronica  scorbutica. 

Honesta  fcemina,  tenera  ac  macilenta,  l  et  aliquot  annos  nata,  naturai 
sensibilioris,  animique  ad  excandescentiam  proclivis,  per  octo  circiter 
annos,  semel  vel  bis  in  anno,  PurpurS,  corripi  suevit  chronic^,  ita  ut  non- 
nunquam  per  unius  vel  duorum  mensiuni  spatium  eadem  laboraverit. 
Enimverb  quoties  novus  iraminebat  insultus,  per  intervalla,  alia  atque 
alia  jungebantur  symptoinata,  ut  fere  sunt  viiium  iinbecillitas,  capitis 
dolor  cum  aurium  tiunitu,  anxietas  praecordiorum  cum  spirandi  difficul- 
tate,  somnus  parcus  et  interruptus,  pulsuum  cum  celeritate  juncta  debi¬ 
litas,  alternans  cum  frigore  mstus,  et  insignis  extreinorum  pruritus.  Quam 
primum  vero  materia  purpuracea,  cum  aspredine  cutis,  et  papulis,  ab  in- 
terioribus  ad  exteriora  erat  propulsa,  invicem  ista  placabantur  sj-mpto- 
mata,  quandoque  tamen,  licet  mitius,  repetebant. 

Compare  Act.  Nat,  Cur.  tom.  VIIl.  p.  340. 


I  have 
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I  have  had  occafion  to  notice  the  following  devia¬ 
tions  from  the  ufual  form  and  courfe  of  the  Lichen 
fimplex. 

U  The  Papulas,  in  fome  inftances,  appear  and  difap- 
pear  repeatedly,  without  producing  Scurf. 

,2.  ,  The  eruption  is  often  partial,  affefting  only  the 
arms,  heck,  or  face  *. 

3.  There  are,  in  many  cafes,  fucceffive  eruptions  and 
exfoliations  of  the  Papulae,  by  which  the  duration  of 
the  cx)mplaint  is  prolonged  for  two  or  three  months. 

4.  The  febrile  fymptoms  preceding  it  differ  in  degree 
in  different  cafes :  and  fometimes  the  eruption  appears 
fuddenly,  without  any  manifeft  diforder  of  the  conftw 
tution. 

This  fpecies  of  Lichen  is  often  miftaken  for  the 
Mea/Ies,  Scarlatina,  or  other  difeafes  of  the  Order 
Rafhes.  By  attending  to  the  fifth  and  fixth  Defini¬ 
tions,  and  to  the  courfe  of  the  fymptoms,  fuch  errors 
may  be  avoided.  It  is  not  fo  eafy  to  diftinguilb 
Lichen  from  Scabies  (the  Itch)  -,  but  I  fhall  endeavour 


*  Poupart,  Traite  de  Dartres,  p.  234.  Quelquefois  ce  ne  sont  que  des 
inegalites  qui  paroissent  de  difFerentes  grandeurs  sur  la  peau,  tantdt  a  un 
endroit,  tant&t  a  Tautre.  Quelquefois  ces  inegalitfes  sont  accompagn^es 
on  produites  par  de  tres-petits  boutons  rouges,  qui  blanchissent  souven^ 
en  peu  de  jours,  et  qui  font  tomber  repiderme  en  petites  6cailles  blanches. 


to 
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to  point  out  their  charafteriftics,  when  I  treat  of  the 
latter  diforder. 

The  Strophulus  intertinflus  differs  from  this  affec¬ 
tion  by  the  vivid  rednefs  of  its  Papulae,  by  the  in¬ 
termixture  of  diffufe  red  patches  among  them,  and  by 
being  peculiar  to  infants,  whereas  the  Lichen  moftly 
occurs  in  adults.  The  other  ipecies  of  Strophulus  are 
diftinguifhable  from  it  by  the  colour  of  the  Papulae* 
and  by  the  mode  of  their  diftribution. 

2.  Lichen  pilaris.  This  is  only  a  modification  of 
the  foregoing  fpecies,  and,  like  it,  often  alternates 
with  complaints  of  the  head  or  flomach,  in  irritable 
habits.  The  peculiarity  of  the  eruption  confifls  in 
this,  that  the  fmall  tubercles  or  afperities  appear  only 
at  the  roots  of  the  hairs  of  the  {kin,  PL,  V.  Fig.  i. 
being  probably  occafioned  by  an  enlargement  of  their 
bulbs,  or  an  unufual  fulnefs  of  the  blood-veffels  dif- 
tributed  through  them.  This  affeftion  may  be  diftin- 
guilhedfrom  the  cutis  anferina  by  its  permanency,  by  its 
red  Papulae,  and  by  the  troublefome  itching  or  tingling 
which  attends  it.  If  a  part  thus  affefled  be  violently 
rubbed,  fome  of  the  Papulae  enlarge  to  the  fize  of 
Wheals,  but  the  tumour  very  foon  fubfides.  The 
eruption  continues  more  or  lefs  vivid  for  about  ten 
days,  and  then  terminates  by  fmall  cuticular  exfolia¬ 
tions 
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tions  round  the  hairs  of  the  (kin.  The  Lichen  pilaris 
is  conneded  with  diforders  of  the  ilomach  and  bowels: 
I  have  often  feen  it  in  perfons  accuftomed  to  drink 
largely  of  fpirituous  liquors  undiluted. 

3.  In  the  Lichen  circumscriptus,  the  Papulae  are 
arranged  in  clufters,  or  patches,  which  are  of  an  irre¬ 
gular  form,  but  with  a  well-defined  margin.  The 
patches  appear,  in  fucceflion,  on  the  limbs,  or  trunk 
of  the  body.  Some  of  them  which  are  fmall,  and 
nearly  circular,  PL.  VI.  Fig.  3.  A.  A.  remain  a  week,  or 
two,  without  much  alteration;  others  extend  gradually, 
with  a  papulated  border,  into  large  oval,  and  fometimes 
angular  forms,  till  they  coalefce,  or  interfed  each 
other:  B.  B.  The  furface  within  the  borders  of  the 
dilating  patches  foon  becomes  even,  but  appears 
nightly  red  and  fcurfy.  In  fome  cafes,  before  the 
Scurf  is  removed,  a  new  feries  of  Papulee  arifes,  and 
terminates  in  new  exfoliations.  Thus,  by  repeated 
eruptions  the  complaint  may  be  continued  for  fix  or 
eight  weeks.  It  is  at  firft  attended  with  flight  febrile 
fymptoms,  which,  however,  ceafe  in  a  day  or  two,  and 
no  uheafinefs  remains  but  an  occafional  itching  in  the 
patches. 

The  Lichen  circumfcriptus  is  excited  both  by  in¬ 
ternal  and  external  caufes  of  irritation :  it  fometimes 
G 
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appears  in  adults,  during  the  progrefs  of  Vaccine 
Inoculation,  and  may  be  confidered  as  a  proof  that 
the  virus  has  fufficiently  a6i;ed  on  the  conftitution. 

Caflius  Felix,  and  Ingraflias  *■,  have  defcribed  this 
annulated  form  of  the  Lichen  as  follows;  “  Nafcuntur 
Lichenes,  rotundo  fchemate,  in  fuperficie  cutis,  cum 
ingenti  pruritu  et  afperitate  ;  atque  ubi  ad  malum  fer- 
pere  incipit  Serpigo  dicitur.” 

4.  The  Lichen  agrius  is  preceded  by  naufea,  pain 
in  the  Itomach,  head-ach,  lofs  of  ftrength,  and  deep- 
feated  ^pains  in  the  limbs,  with  fits  of  coldnefs  and 
Ihivering;  which  fymptoms  continue  feveral  days,  and 
are  fometimes  relieved  by  the  papulous  eruption. 
The  Papulae  are  difl;ributed,.in  great  numbers,  without 
any  certain  order,  chiefly  on  the  arms,  the  upper  part 
of  the  breaft,  the  neck,  face,  back,  and  fides  of  the 
abdomen :  they  have  a  high  red  colour,  and  are  fur- 
rounded  by  extenfive  inflammation,  or  rednefs  of  the 
Ikin,  (PL.  V.  Fig.  2.)  attended  with  itching,  heat,  and 
painful  tingling.  When  the  patient  becomes  warm  in 
bed,  the  rednefs  increafes ;  and  there  is  a  ftrong  fenfa- 
tion  of  burning  and  fmarting,  for  an  hour  or  more,  as 

*  De  Tumorib.  praet,  nat.  Tract.  I.  Cap.  1.  Compare  Celsus,  De 
Medic.  L.  V.  Cap.  28. — See  below,  Pag.  48. 
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if  the  parts  had  been  feverely  fcalded.  The  fame 
effeO:  is  produced  at  any  time  by  wafhing,  efpecially 
if  foap  be  ufed  ;  alfo  by  violent  exercife,  or  by  drink- 
ing  wine.  In  the  morning,  the  Papulae  fubfide,  the 
inflammation  in  a  great  meafure  difappears,  and  no 
unealinefs  is  felt  till  after  dinner,  unlefs  it  be  excited 
by  the  above-mentioned,  or  by  other  fimilar  caufes. 
Some  fmall  veficles,  filled  with  a  Itraw-coloured  fluid, 
are  occafionally  intermixed  with  the  Papulae.  Thefe 
arife  difperfedly  on  the  arms,  about  the  roots  of  the 
hair,  on  the  forehead  or  temples,  and  often  on  the 
fingers,  but  they  foon  dry,  and  exfoliate. — By  a  long 
continuance,  or  by  frequent  returns,  of  the  heat  and 
rednefs,  the  Ikin  is  at  length  altered  in  its  texture, 
becoming  harfh,  thickened,  choppy,  and  exquifltely 
painful  on  being  rubbed  or  handled. 

The  duration  of  this  complaint,  and  the  modes  of 
its  termination,  are  very  uncertain.  It  fometimes 
continues  four  or  five  weeks  without  any  material 
change  in  its  appearance  :  fometimes  it  has  an  earlier 
termination  by  flight  exfoliations  of  the  cuticle :  but 
in  moft  inftances,  the  eruption  appears  and  difappears 
repeatedly,  before  the  difeafe  is  removed.  It  may  alfo, 
by  improper  applications,  be  fuddenly  repelled  from 
the  furface  of  the  body.  This  incident  is  always  fuc- 
ceeded  by  violent  diforder  of  the  conftitution.  I  have 
G  2  obferved. 
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obferved,  in  one  or  two  cafes,  where  it  was  occafioned 
by  imprudent  expofure  to  cold,  that  an  acute  difeafe 
enfued,  with  great  heat  and  thirft,  an  accelerated  pulfe, 
frequent  vomiting,  pains  in  the  bowels,  head-ach,  and 
delirium.  After  thefe  fymptoms  had  continued  ten 
days,  or  fomewhat  longer,  the  patients  recovered, 
though  the  eruption  did  not  return. — The  uneafy  fen- 
fation  of  itching  and  tingling,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  diforder,  leads  nikny  perfons  to  rub  the  affefted 
parts  too  harlhly,  and  thereby  to  produce  filfures,  or 
excoriations,  with  a  conliderable  difcharge  of  watery 
fluid.  At  an  advanced  period  of  the  eruption,  fimilar 
effefls  take  place  from  the  violence  of  the  cutaneous 
inflammation,  without  external  injury.  The  ulcerated 
furface  cannot,  in  either  cafe,  be  readily  healed  by 
medicinal  applications  *. 

The  diffufe  rednefs  conne6ling  the  Papulae,  and  the 
tendency  to  excoriation,  diftinguilh  the  Lichen  agrius, 
from  the  Lichen  fimplex,  and  from  the  other  varieties 
of  Lichen,  in  which  the  inflammation  does  not  extend 
beyond  the  bafes  of  the  Papulae,  and  which  terminate 
in  Scurf  or  Scales,  (DEE.  I.  II.) 

The  patient  afifeCled  with  the  Lichen  agrius,  whofe  arm 
is  reprefented  PL.  V.  Fig.  2.  was  a  female  about  thirty-lix 

*  Thus  Jul.  Poll.  Ouomasticon.  ayfiof,  hjiriciloi,  anu/^u^ot. 

years 
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years  of  age,  having  a  dark  complexion,  dark  hair, 
and  a  coarfe  {kin.  During  the  year  1793,  Ihe  had 
often  complained  of  pains  in  the  head  and  ftomach, 
with  a  fenfe  of  deprefhon  and  faintnefs.  Thefe  fymp- 
toms  were  occafionally  troublefome  to  her  till  the 
fpring  of  1794,  when  they  were  fuddenly  relieved  by 
an  appearance  of  numerous  red,  tingling  Papulae  on 
the  arms,  and  wrifls.  A  fim-ilar  eruption  appeared, 
about  fix  weeks  afterward,  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
breaft,  and  on  the  back,  extending  to  the  loins.  In  all 
thefe  lituations,  if  any  of  the  Papulae  fubfided,  and 
became  fcurfy,  frefh  ones  prefently  appeared :  they 
were  always  moft  red,  and  tiflgling  at  night ;  in  the 
morning,  they  were  lefs  inflamed,  and  lefs  trouble¬ 
fome.  The  rednefs  or  inflammation  round  the  Pa¬ 
pulae  was  greateft,  and  moft  diffufe,  in  the  flexures 
of  the  elbows,  where  the  (kin  was  alfo  interfered 
with  rhagades,  or  chops,  as  the  plate  exhibits.  After 
taking  powders  compofed  of  cinnabar  and  nitre,  with 
an  infufion  of  the  tops  of  juniper,  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  the  eruption  wholly  difappeared.  It  returned, 
however,  on  the  arms,  within  a  month ;  and  in  autumn 
fome  perfon  perfuaded  her  to  undergo  a  mercurial 
courfe,  which  kept  her  in  a  ftate  of  falivation  for  a 
confiderable  time.  During  this  procefs  her  fkin  was 
free  from  the  eruption :  but  as  foon  as  the  efibrs  of 
the  mercury  had  ceafed,  her  arm  was  again  covered 

with 
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with  numerous  Papulae,  more  painful,  and  tingling 
than  before.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1795,  in 
a  fevere  froft,  the  eruption  alfumed  a  puftular  form. 
The  Puftules  were  fmall,  hard,  inflamed,  and  in  many 
places  confluent.  The  ulcerations  fucceeding  them 
were  partially  covered  with  blackilh  fcabs,  but  con¬ 
tinued  to  difcharge  a  watery  fluid  for  feveral  months, 
and  did  not  wholly  heal  till  the  end  of  the  year.  Since 
that  time  fhe  has  been  much  affefted  with  pains  of  the 
limbs,  head-ach,  languor,  and  indigeflion.  Thefe  com¬ 
plaints  are  from  time  to  time  removed  in  confequence 
of  the  appearance  of  Papulae  on  the  arms,  and  other ' 
parts  of  the  body:  but  the  eruption  does  not  return  at 
any  dated  periods,  nor  is  it  fo  permanent  as  formerly. 

It  may  be  obferved  that  women  are  much  more 
liable  than  men  to  the  Lichen  agrius ;  and  that  it 
efpecially  affects  thofe  who  have  undergone  long  con¬ 
tinued  fatigue,  watching,  and  anxiety.  In  men  the 
complaint  often  originates  from  the  intemperate  ufe 
of  fpirituous  liquors. 

According  to  Galen,  The  Lichen  is  a  roughnefs 
of  the  fkin,  attended  with  much  itching  He  has 
noticed  two  forms  of  the  difeafe ;  but  his  defcription 

*  Definitiones  Medicaj. 

applies 
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applies  rather  to  their  final  appearances,  than  to  the 
primary  eruption  *.  All  the  Greek  Phyficians  men¬ 
tion  the  frequent  tranfition  of  the  Lichen  into  Pfora 
and  Lepra..  According  to  my  own  obfervation,  the 
Lichen  fimplex.  Lichen  pilaris,  and  Lichen  circum- 
fcriptus,  occafionally  terminate  in  the  Scaly  Tetter  or 
Pfora,  but  the  Lichen  agrius,-  after  repeated  attacks, 
terminates  in  a  chronic  puftular  difeafe,  analogous  to 
the  ulcerated  Pfora  (Page  iii.)  or  to  the  puftular  form 
of  Impetigo,  mentioned  by  Celfus,  Lib.  V.  28. 

Paulus  ^gineta,  and  Oribafius,  remark  that  the  Li- 
chenes  agrii  only  differ  from  the  fimple  Lichen  in 
violence,  the  former  not  being  relieved  but  rather 
aggravated  by  the  applications  ufually  made  to  the 
latter  i.  Aetius  mentions  an  orbicular  form  of  the 
Lichen  and  he  has  diftinguiOied  the  rough  Lichenes 

*  Airlot  h  5  /*£►  iftEjo;  TT^ecvle^o^'  o  evy^iof  xj  A^irai'l'aE 

?£  ETOE  T^u»  TO  Jtfjtcalof,  5  uOTo  ra;  ^E^i7l^l»{  tootoj  cve^v^trtqo^,  itxt  lyyvf 

^£»B  fiamlai.  Isagogc,  Cap.  13. — Compare  Gal.  De  Comp.  Med.  sec.  loc- 
L.  V.  C.  4.  Oribas.  Synops.  VII.  49.  Paul.  iEgin.  IV.  3.  Actuar.  Med 
L.  II.  C.  2. 

f  Aygis?  i'e  ^etp^nya;,  TO{  iwo  rut  lnjaiEOjIuE  sJee  eHvapEES?,  v®ro  h  7u)i 

rfoS'ju;, 

Paul.  iEg.  de  Pe  Med.  L.  IV.  Cap.  3.  Oribas.  ad  Eunap.  L,  III.  C.  57  • 


{  Tetrab.  IV.  Serm.  I.  Cap.  134. . 
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Tpuxsi;)  from  the  inflamed  Lichenes 
The  inflamed  fort  agrees  with  the  Lichenes  agrii  of 
Paulus  and  Oribafius,  and  with  the  complaint  to  which 
I  have  given  the  fame  denomination  f. 

Celfus,  under  the  title  Papula,  has  defcribed,  with 
precilion,  the  Lichen  circumfcriptus,  and  Lichen 
agrius  :  “  Papularum  vero  duo  genera  funt.  Alterum 
eft  in  quo  per  minimas  puftulas  cutis  exafperatur,  et 
rubet,  leviterque  roditur;  medium  habet  pauxillo 
levius  ;  tardb  ferpit ;  idque  vitium  maximb  rotundum 
incipit,  edque  ratione  in  orbem  procedit.  Alterum  eft 
quam  Grjeci  appellant ;  in  qua  firailiter  quidem, 
fed  magis,  cutis  exafperatur,  exulceraturque,  ac  vehe- 
mentius  et  roditur,  et  rubet,  et  interdum  etiam  pilos 
remittit. — Quse  minus  rotunda  eft  difficilihs  fanefcit ; 
nifi  fublata  eft  in  Impetiginem  vertitur 

Thofe  who  are  affeded  with  the  Lichen  limplex. 
Lichen  pilaris,  and  Lichen  circumfcriptus,  fhould 

*  Aet.  Tetrab.  I.  Serm.  I.  Compare  Oribas.  Med.  L.V.  Cap.  10. 

“f-  See  Leonicen.  de  Morbo  Gallico;  Ingrassias  de  Tumor,  pr.  nat.  Tr.  I. 
Cap.  1.  Ainat.  Lusit.  Cur.  29  Cent.  HI.  et  Senncrtus,  Pract.  Med.  L.V. 


J  Cels,  de  Medicin^,  Lib.  V.  Cap.  28.  §.  18. 
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avoid  heating  themfelves  by  much  exercife,  or  by 
flimulants,  and  fhould  take  light  nutriment,  mild 
cooling  liquors,  and  occafionally  fome  gentle  laxative. 
Walhing  with  warm  water,  or  thin  gruel,  relieves  the 
itching  and  irritation  of  the  fkin. 

The  ancients  recommend  that  the  parts  affefted 
fhould  be  rubbed  every  day  with  the  faliva  of  a 
perfon  falling  *,  which  contributes  to  allay  the  painful 
fenfation  of  tingling.  All  llrong  external  applications 
is  improper.  In  fome  cafes,  where  the  Lichen  was 
miftaken  for  the  Itch,  I  have  feen  difagreeable  con- 
fequences  produced  by  applying  fulphureous  and 
mercurial  ointments,  or  allringent  lotions. 

In  the  Lichen  agrius  it  is  ufeful  to  give,  at  intervals, 
two  or  three  moderate  dofes  of  calomel  as  a  purgative, 
and  afterwards,  for  fome  weeks,  the  vitriolic  acid,  three 
times  a  day,  in  the  infulion  of  rofes,  or  with  a  decoflion 
of  Peruvian  bark.  Any  fliarp,  or  ftimulating  application 
made  to  the  Ikin,  when  rough,  inflamed,  and  choppy, 
very  much  aggravates  the  complaint,  and  produces  an 
intolerable  fmarting.  The  troublefome  heat,  and  itch¬ 
ing,  may  be  alleviated  by  mild,  cooling-ointments,  as  by 

*  Galen,  de  nat.  fac.  L.  III.  Aet.  Tetr.  I.  Serm.  2.  Cap.  109,  P.  JEg. 
L.  VII.  Cels.  L.  V.28.  See  also.  Mercurial.  11.17.  Sennert.  V.  1,  .SO. 
Plater.  III.  17- 
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litharge-plafler  foftened  with  oil  of  almonds,  the  un- 
guentum  rofatum  *  (Ph.  Lond.  vet.),  or  the  white-rofe 
pomatum  fold  by  perfumers.  If  this  complaint  has 
terminated  in  obftinate  fuperficial  ulcerations,  (Page 
44)  a  dififerent  plan  becomes  requifite,  the  particulars 
of  which  will  be  hereafter  delivered,  under  the  article 
Impetigo. 

5.  Lichen  lividus.  The  Papulae  in  this  eruption 
are  of  a  dark  red,  or  livid  hue,  and  fomewhat  more 
permanent  than  in  the  foregoing  fpecies  of  Lichen. 
They  appear  chiefly  on  the  arms,  and  legs,  but  fome- 
times  extend  to  other  parts  of  the  body.  They  are 
finally  fucceeded,  though  at  very  uncertain  periods, 
by  flight  exfoliations  of  the  cuticle  ;  after  which  a 
frefh  eruption  ufually  takes  place,  and  in  this  manner 
the  complaint  is  prolonged  for  feveral  months.  The 
eruption  is  not  attended  with  fever.  It  principally 
affefts  perfons  of  a  weak  conftitution,  who  live  on  a 
poor  diet,  and  are  engaged  in  laborious  occupations. 
Young  perfons,  and  even  children^  redding  in  confined 
fituations,  or  ufing  little  exercife,  are  alfo  fubjeO;  to  the 
Lichen  lividus ;  and  in  them  the  Papulse  are  inter- 

*  See  Quincy’s  Dispensatory. 

The  best  rose  pomatum  is  imported  from  Paris,  and  is  made  with  the 
petals  of  the  white  rose. 
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mixed  with  Petechias  (DEF.  V.)  or  with  larger  purple 
patches,  and  Vibices,  This  circumhance  points  out 
the  affinity  of  the  Lichen  lividus  with  the  Purpura* 
or  Land-fcurvy ;  and  the  connexion  is  further  proved 
by  the  fimilarity  of  exciting  caufes.  The  fame  method 
of  treatment  is  likewife  fuccefsful  in  both  cafes. 


*  Amatus  Lusitanus  (Cur.  Med.  22.  Cent.  II.)  has  given  the  case  of  an 
old  man  affected  with  an  eruption  of  livid  Papulse  on  the  arms,  hands, 
and  legs,  arising,  in  his  opinion,  from  a  putrescent  state  of  the  blood. 
"  Senex  Abenasar,  65  annos  natus,  boni  habitus,  et  sanguineus,  quum 
Maii  tempore  veste  pellibus  fulcita  vestiretur,  et  coturnis  ac  ocreis  ex 
suberis  cortice  paratis  calciatus  incederet,  scabiosus  ille  aeris  ac  ves- 
“  tium  caliditate,  de  pedum  nimio  calore  querebatur,  ita  ut  intra  crepidas 
"  eos  continere  non  posse  ssepe  inculcaret.  Huic  igitur  calore  extraneo 
''  affecto,  et  jecur  supra  modutn  calefactum  liabenti,  repent^  papulae 
“  queedam  nigerrimae  manus  precipub,  et  brachialia,  ac  pedum  astragulam 
inficientes  supervenercj  qnes  naturd.  sud  pruriebant,  et  carnem  corro- 
debant,  utpotd  ex  sanguine  superassato  et  atrabiliario  reddito  ortum 
“  trahentes ;  cui  malo  occurrens,  depositis  per  balanum  fascibus,  san- 
”  guinis  uncias  sex  e  dextr^  basilicfi  fluere  fecimus,  qui  in  totura  ater, 
"  ac  putredine  affectus  erat;  qud  de  causd  vesperi  ex  sinistro  brachio 
sanguinis  extr'actio  ad  uncias  octo  repetita  fuit:  sed  ad  jecoris,  et  mem- 
"  brorum  interiorum  rectificationem  sjTupum  indies  bibebat.  Casterum 
“  papulas  quia  ex  excedenlium  erat  genere,  scarificari  fecimus,  ex  quibus 
“  sanguis  ater  effluxit,  quas  .tunc  aqud  marinS.  lavari  fecimus-;  nam  in 
"  herpetas  devenire  timor  erat.  Sed  posted  ichores  citrini  cum  quadara 
“  nigritie  iud^  exibant;  quare  linimentum  admovere  fecimus,  quo  papulas 
predictse  exsiccatae  fuexunt;  el  ipse  leni  pharmaco  epoto,  intra  paucos 
**  dies  ben^  habuit.” 

H2 
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They  are  prefently  cured  by  nourifhing  food,  mode¬ 
rate  exercife  in  the  open  air,  with  the  ufe  of  Peruvian 
bark,  and  vitriolic  acid,  or  the  tinfture  of  muriated 
iron. 

An  eruption  finiilar  to  the  Lichen  lividus  often 
occurs  as  one  of  the  fecondary  appearances  of  the 
Lues  Venerea,  and  requires  a  feparate  confideration. 
It  may  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  fcorbutic  form  of  the 
Lichen  lividus  by  the  following  circumftances.  i.  The 
Papulee  are  fmaller,  and,  appear  in  irregular  clufters 
diffufed  over  the  furface  of  the  body.  2.  When  the 
eruption  has  continued  for  fame  time,  the  tops  of  the 
Papulae  are  often  depreffed.  3.  The  Syphilitic  Lichen 
feldom  becomes  fcurfy.  It  does  not,  like  the  other 
fpecies,  difappear  fpontaneoufly,  nor  is  altered  by  any 
change  in  the  patient’s  diet,  but,  if  left  to  itfelf,  has  a 
peculiar  termination  :  the  Papulae,  in  feveral  clufters, 
affume  a  puftular  form,  and,  after  fuppuration,  are 
fucceeded  by  fpreading  ulcers,  which  can  only  be 
healed  by  a  proper  mercurial  courfe.  4.  This  com¬ 
plaint  is  ufually  attended  with  an  eruption,  on  the 
face,  of  irregular  pimples,  which  are  at  firft,  pale,  and 
fhining,  but  which  afterwards  enlarge,  and  become 
reddifh,  and  often  confluent. 

6.  Lichen  tropicus.  By  this  term  I  mean  to  exprefs 
what  is  ufually  denominated  the  prickly  heat,  a  papu¬ 
lous 
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lous  eruption  afFefling  Europeans  fettled  in  tropical  cli¬ 
mates.  I  have  been  favoured  with  the  following  accu¬ 
rate  account  of  it  by  Dr.  T.  M.  Winterbottom,  formerly 
phyjfician  to  the  colony  at  Free  Town,  Sierra  Leone. 
"  The  Prickly-heat  appears  without  any  preceding  dif- 
“  order  of  the  conftitution.  It  confids  of  numerous 
“  Papula?,  about  the  fize  of  a  fmall  pin’s  head,  and 
“  elevated  fo  as  to  produce  a  confiderable  roughnefs 
“  of  the  fkin.  The  Papulae  are  of  a  vivid  red  colour, 
“  and  often  exhibit  an  irregular  form,  two  or  three  of 
“  them  being  in  many  places  united  together :  but  no 
rednefs  or  inflammation  extends  to  the  fkin  in  the 
“  interftices  of  the  Papulae. 

“  The  eruption  is  diffufed  over  thofe  parts  of  the 
“  body  which  are  ufually  covered,  as  the  neck,  bread, 
“  arms,  legs,  and  inlide  of  the  thighs.  It  does  not 
“  appear  on  the  face,  excepting  on  the  upper  part  of 
“  the 'forehead  contiguous  to  the  hair;  neither  is  it 
ever  found  in  the  palms  of  the  hands,  foies  of  the 
feet,  nor  on  the  hairy  fcalp.  The  number  of  the 
Papulae  is  much  increafed  by  wearing  flannel,  or 
“  clothes  too  warm  and  thick  for  the  climate.  When 
”  perfpiration  is  very  copious,  fmall  veflcles,  contain- 
ing  a  limpid  humour,  are  often  intermixed  with  the 
Prickly-heat,  more  efpecially  on  the  breaft,  and  about 
the  wrifts ;  but  they  terminate  in  fcales,  having  no 
>*■*'  difpofition  to  ulcerate,  though  violently  fcratched. 

“  A  trouble- 
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“  A  troublefome  itching  attends  the  Prickly-hat,e 
*•'  and  prevents  fleep  during  the  night.  There  is  like- 
wife  a  frequent  fenfation  of  pricking,  as  if  a  number 
**  of  pins  was  piercing  the  {kin.  This  often  takes  place 
"  fuddenly,  after  drinking  a  difh  of  tea  or  any  warm 
“  liquor,  fo  as  to  caufe  the  perfon  aflfeded  to  ftart  from 
“  his  feat. 

“  The  eruption  is  in  general  flationary,  and  appears 
“  equally  vivid  in  the  day,  and  in  the  night.  It  does 
“  not  leave  one  part,  and  arife  on  another,  unlefs  the 
“  former  be  much  expofed  to  cold,  and  the  latter  be 
**  heated  by  additional  clothing,  or  by  friftion.  An 
increafe-  of  heat  indeed,  in  all  cafes,  produces  a 
“  greater  number  of  Papulae.  They  fometimes  dif- 
**  appear  on  a  fudden,  and  return  again  as  fuddenly, 
without  any  obvious  caufe ;  but  whenever  the  erup- 
“  tion  continues  for  a  length  of  time,  the  Papulae  throw 
“  off  minute  fcales,  and  are  fucceeded  by  a  frefh  crop, 
no  veRiges  being  left  in  the  fkin, 

**  Perfons  of  a  fair  complexion,  with  red  hair  and 
“  a  foft  fkin,  are  moft  liable  to  this  eruption,  and  have 
**  the  greateft  quantity  of  it.  Thofe  who  are  of  a  dark 
**  complexion,  either  remain  wholly  free  from  theerup- 
“  tion,  or  are  affeded  with  it  very  flightly. 


As 
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**  As  foon  as  fettlers  are  habituated  to  the  climate, 
this  complaint  becomes  lefs  frequent,  and  trouble¬ 
some  ;  and  at  length  entirely  difappears. 

"  The  Prickly-heat  is,  in  general,  conhdered  as  a 
falutary  eruption,  whence  we  are  cautioned  not  to 
repel  it  from  the  Ikin  by  cold,  or  other  external 
applications.  Such  a  repullion  cannot,  however,  be 
ealiJy  effefted:  it  is  certainly  not  produced  by  bath¬ 
ing,  which  has  been  hitherto  thought  highly  preju¬ 
dicial.  A  vivid  eruption  of  the  Prickly-heat  is  a 
proof  that  the  perfon  affefted  with  it  is  in  a  good 
Hate  of  health,  although  its  abfence  does  not  always 
indicate  the  contrary.  The  fudden  difappearance 
of  it,  which  frequently  happens,  is  rather  an  effeft 
than  a  caufe  of  internal  diforder,  as  of  fever  or  any 
flight  complaint  of  the  ftomach :  in  the  latter  cafe, 
a  temporary  ftimulus  applied  to  the  ftomach,  as  by 
fpirits,  tea,  or  other  warm  liquids,  has  the  power 
of  reftoring  the  eruption.  It’s  appearance  on  the 
fkin  of  perfons  in  a  ftate  of  convalefcence  from, 
fevers.  See.  is  always  a  favourable  fign,  indicating 
the  return  of  health  and  vigour. 

“  Various  means  have  been  employed  to  alleviate 
the  itching,  and  tingling  of  the  Prickly-heat :  the 
favourite  remedy  at  Sierra  Leone  is  the  juice  of  limes 

“  rubbed 
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“  rubbed  on  the  fkin,  which,  however,  has  no  conli- 
"  derable  efFe6E  I  have  found  it  of  mofl:  advantage 
“  to  ufe  a  light,  cool  drefs,  and  to  avoid  the  drinking 
“  of  warm  liquors. 

“  The  black  natives  are  fubjed  to  this  eruption, 
though  in  a  lefs  degree  than  Europeans.  In  them., 
“  the  fmall  Papulae  are  of  a  dull  white  colour,  and 
“  therefore  lefs  Rriking  to  the  eye,  than  diftinguilhable 
by  the  touch  from  the  roughnefs  they  produce  in 
the  Ikin.” 

Bontius,  in  his  treatife  De  Medicina  Indorum, 
cap.  i8.  has  noticed  this  complaint. 

**  Quas  Latinus  Hippocrates  Cornelius  Celfus  Papulas, 
Plinius  Sudamina  vocat,  nollrates  Belgae  Rootvont, 
“  hie  ita  crebra  funt,  ut  ego  adhuc  hifee  in  locis  ne- 
“  minem  noverim  qui  moleftias  has  effugerit,  non 
“  magis,  quam  morfus  culicum,  quos  Lufitani  Mof- 
**  quitas  vocant.  Sunt  autem  has  Papulae  rubentes,  ac 
“  afperae  aliquantiim,  per  fudorem  in  cutem  ejedae ; 
plerumque  a  capite  ad  calcem  ufque,  cum  fummo 
pruritu,  ac  affiduo  fcalpendi  defiderio  erumpentes. 
“  Hasc  exanthemata  magis  afficiunt  recens  advenien- 
tes,  ut  et  mofquitarum  pundurae,  quam  eos  qui  ali- 
“  quamdih  hie  morati  funt ;  ita  ut  deridiculi  ergb  hie 

“  inter 
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inter  noflrates  difterium  enatum  fit,  eum  qui  hoc 
“  modo  affeftus  fit,  eiZe  Orang-Barou,  quod  novitium. 
“  hominem  fignificat,  et  propterea  culices,  ac  Papulas 
“  fibi  tributum,  e  la6le,  e  butyro,  quod  eum  devora- 
“  verint,  petere :  nam  qui  hie  diiitius  haeferunt,  fe 
“  Orang  Lamme,  id  eft,  veteranos  gloriof^  nominant. 
Ha^c  porrb  moleftia,  cum  a  natura  expellente  fiat, 
inter  affeftus  cutaneos  tantiim  recenfenda  venit:  fed 
**  tamen  temer^  habita,  ut  et  culicum  morfus,  ungui- 
“  bus  fcilicet  cute  apert4,  ulcera  faepe  cacoethea  ac 
“  maligna  oriuntur,  difficilia  fane  fanatu  : 

Sic  negleda  folent  incendia  fumere  vires. 

“  Ut  itaque  pruritui  ifti  moleftillimo  occurramus, 
“  acetum  cum  aqu^  niifceri  jubeo,  addito  nitro,  feu 
"  fale  pruneWasi,  eoque  corpus  linteolo  immerfo  tingi : 
“  veh  li  acrius  deiideres,  addendus  limonum  fuccus 
“  recenter  expreffus.  Quaj  quamvis  primb  acrem 
“  dolorem  inferant,  tamen  is  citb  evanefeit,  et  multb 
*'  magis  tolerabilis  eft,  quani  pruritis  ifte  infignis. 
Hoc  denique  medicos  et  chirurgos  obiter  monitos 
volo,  ne  in  his  Papulis  purgationes,  quantdmvis 
"  leves,  inftituant,  ne  materia  acris,  ac  biliofa,  ad 
“  inteftina  delata  dyfenteriara  creet :  fed  vel  potibs 
“  naturae  haec  fananda  relinquant,  vel  fudorificis  ex- 
cretionem  hanc  adjuvent ;  nam  ego  per  incuriam,  ac 
“  imprudentiam  quorundam,  haec  infortunia  evenire 
**  non  feme!  vidi.” 
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Dr.  Hillary  defcribes  the  Prickly-heat,  in  Barbadoes, 
as  iifually  intermixed  with  an  eruption  of  a  different 
kind.  “  The  Europeans,  and  North  Americans  from 
“  the  colder  parts  of  it,  and  efpecially  the  Britons, 
“  when  they  firft  come  to  this  or  the  other  Weft  India 
“  iflands,  are,  by  the  great  increafed  heat  of  the  cli- 
“  mate,  ufually  not  long  after  their  arrival  there, 
“  feized  with  either  a  Fever,  or  with  a  fort  of  Efflo- 
“  refcences,  which  moft  commonly  Jfirft  appear  on  the 
“  .legs,  in  pretty  large,  hard  lumps,  of  a  reddifh  co- 
"  lour,  which  are  fometimes  as  large,  or  larger  than 
“  a  (hilling,  but  of  an  irregular  figure,  and  itch  vio- 
“  lently,  elpecially  towards  night,  if  they  are  either 
“  rubbed  or  fcratched  and  from  doing  which  it  is 
"  difficult  to  refrain,  though  doing  either  much  in- 
creafes  both  the  itching,  and  their  fwelling,  and 
“  often  either  rubs  the  cuticle  off,  or  caufes  little 
“  blifters  to  rife,  and  a  faltifh  yellow  ferum  to  ooze 
“  out,  which  makes  themfmart;  after  which  a  fcurf 
“  or  fcab  enfues,  which  after  a  few  days  falls  off. 
“  Thefe  lumps  commonly  rife  on  the  hands,  arms, 
legs,  thighs,  neck,  and  face ;  and  ufually  continue 
“  three,  four,  or  five  days,  then  turn  to  a  yellowifti 
“  colour,  and  foon  after  difappear ;  but  are  foon  fuc- 
“  ceeded  by  others  in  or  near  to  the  fame  places,  and 
“  fo  continue  fucceffively  for  feveral  weeks,  or  months, 
“  in  moft  ftrangers  who  come  into  this  hot  climate. 

-  Thefe 
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«  Thefe  exanthematous  eruptions  are  vulgarly,  but 
erroneoufly  afcribed  to  the  Ringing,  or  biting  of 
“  moCquitoes.  It  is  certain  that  thefe  infers  do  bite, 
and  that  little  lumps  or  fwellings  will  rife  where 
"  they  bite,  but  thefe  are  neither  fo  large,  nor  do  they 
ufually  continue  fo  many  hours,  as  the  other  lumps 
“  do  days  :  thefe  being  only  the  bite  of  a  fmall  infed, 
‘‘  which  is  not  more  offenfive  than  the  bite  of  the 
“  midge  in  England ;  whereas  the  others  are  effloref- 
cences  call  out  by  nature,  or  the  vis  vitae,  and  pro- 
**  ceed  from  the  great  increafed  heat  of  the  climate. 

“  Whilft  thefe  efflorefcences  continue,  there  are  alfo 
other  but  fmaller  eruptive  puftulae,  or  little  red  pim- 
"  pies,  which  arife  from  the  fame  caufe,  and  often  come 
“  out  all  over  the  reft  of  the  body,  called  by  the 
“  Greeks,  ERera  by  the  Arabians,  Sudamina,  by  the 
«  Romans,  and  the  Prickly-heat  by  the  Englifh,  which 
«  caufe  great  itching,  and  pricking,  as  if  with  fmall 
“  needles :  this  ufually  continues  feveral  weeks,  and 
in  fome  perfons  for  months,  and  then  declines, 
caufing  the  cuticle  to  fall  gradually  off  in  fmall 
"  white  fcales.  This  Prickly-heat  feizes  moft  of  the 
“  inhabitants,  both  natives  and  ftrangers,  either  in  a 
»  greater  or  lelfer  degree,  every  year,  during  the  hot 
“  fummer  months.  It  feldom  caufes  any  ficknefs,  or 
«  diforder,  except  the  troublefome  itching  and  prick- 
I  2  ing  5 


6o 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


“  ing ;  but  every  one  goes  about  his  bufinefs  with  it, 
“  as  if  he  were  well,  unlefs  it  be  imprudently  repelled, 
“  and  ftruck  fuddenly  in,  either  by  rubbing  it  with 
“  lime-juice,  vinegar,  camphorated  fpirit,  or  by  wafh- 
“  ing  the  body  with  cold  water,  which  fome  are  fo 
imprudent  as  to  ufe,  to  take  that  troublefome  itching 
“  and  pricking  heat  off,  whereby  they  have  repelled 
“  thofe  acrid  faline  humours  into  the  blood  again, 
“  when  kind  nature  had  thus  call  them  out ;  and  fo 
“  have  produced  a  fever,  which  has  fometimes  been 
“  attended  with  bad  confequences.  For  going  into  a 
cold  bath,  or  the  fea,  is  not  fo  bad,  or  dangerous  in 
“  this  cafe,  as  walhing  the  body  with  cold  water  is : 
“  for  though  the  humour  may  be  repelled,  whil/l  they 
“  are  in  the  cold  bath,  yet  the  glowing  heat  which 
“  ufually  follows  it,  ftrikes  it  more  effeftually  out 
“  again  after,  which  walhing  with  cold  water  does 
“  not.  The  bell  method  is  to  live  temperately,  ufe 
“  moderate  exercife,  and  encourage  the  eruption  by 
“  taking  fmall  warm  liquids  and  nourifhments,  as 
“  gruel,  tea,  coffee,  wine-whey,  broth,  and  plain 
“  meats ;  and  to  avoid  fuddenly  expofing  themfelves, 
“  when  warm,  to  a  current  of  cold  air,  night  dews, 
“  and  damp  wet  places,  and  the  too  freely  drinking 
“  Ipirituous  liquors,  as  they  increafe  this  as  well  as 
“  inflammatory  difeafes  *. 

*  On  the  Air  and  Diseases  of  Barbadoes,  p.  3.  Introd. 
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According  to  Pr.  Clark,  the  Prickly-heat  confifts 
“  of  numerous  pimples,  or  red  fpots,  breaking  out  on 
“  various  parts  of  the  body,  and  occafioning  an  into- 
“  Jerable  itching.  Interfperfed  with  this  eruption, 
“  efpecially  upon  the  hands,  fmall  eminences,  white 
“  tubercles,  or  wheals,  frequently  appear,  refembling 
“  the  Iling  of  nettles,  which  greatly  add  to  the  itching, 
“  and  are  increafed  by  fcratching.  The  Prickly-heat 
“  is  not  attended  with  any  febrile  commotion.  When 
“  fevere,  it  is  mkigated  by  a  cool  and  fpare  diet,  and 
“  gentle  laxatives.  But  whilft  it  continues  out,  no 
“  inconvenience  arifes,  except  the  itching ;  and  after 
“  a  few  weeks  it  either  difappears,  or  ceafes  to  give 
“  much  trouble.  The  retroceffion  of  this  eruption  is 
“  always  attended  with  head-ach,  laffitude,  and  often 
“  by  a  feverilh  hate 

Dr.  Mofely  +  obferves,  that  “  the  fmall  red  pimples 
“  of  the  Prickly-heat  are  moll  numerous  on  parts 
“  which  are  kept  hotteft  by  the  clothes,  or  where 
“  there  is  the  greateft  irritation  and  fri6];ion.  It  caufes 
“  fuch  an  intolerable  itching,  or  heat  and  pricking  in 
“  the  fkin,  that  human  refolution  cannot  refrain  from 
“  fcratching  until  the  Ikin  be  fometimes  excoriated. 

*  Observations  on  the  Diseases  of  Seamen  in  long  Voyages,  Vol.  I.  p.  34. 

t  On  the  Diseases  of  Tropical  Climates,  p.  20. 
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“  Many  people  have  it  more  or  lefs  during  the  hotted 
“  months.  It  generally  goes  off  in  a  few  weeks,  leav- 
“  ing  the  cuticle  fcurfy,  which  falls  off  in  fmall  white 
“  fcales.  Sometimes  it  continues  very  obftinate  ;  and 
“  where  people  live  heated  by  intemperance,  or  have 
“  any  fcrpiginous  humour  in  their  habit,  it  fixes  on  the 
“  furface  of  the  body  in  troublefome  Ringworms 

A  vivid  eruption  of  Papulae,  fomewhat  analogous  to 
the  Prickly-heat,  fometimes  appears,  in  our  own  cli¬ 
mate,  on  the  arms,  hands,  face,  and  neck  of  labourers, 
and  other  perfons  who  ufe  violent  exercife  during  the 
hot  months  of  the  fummer.  It  rather  produces  a  fen- 
fation  of  tingling  and  fmarting  than  of  itching,  and  dif- 
appears  in  a  fliort  time,  without  any  particular  confe- 
quences.  The  Summer  Ra{h,or  Prickly-heat, mentioned 
by  Dr.  Cleghorn  as  frequently  occurring  in  the  ifland  of 
Minorca,  feems  to  be  nearly  of  the  fame  kind  +.  It’s 
fymptoms,  according  to  his  account,  are  by  no  means  fo 
violent  and  dilirelTing  as  thofe  of  the  Lichen  tropicus. 

“  The  cutaneous  eruption  which  we  call  the  Ralh, 
«  or  Prickly-heat,  is  the  Sudamina  or  Papuhn  Sudoris 

*  The  same  observation  is  made  by  Towne,  Of  the  Diseases  of  the 
West  Indies,  p,  177. 

On  the  Diseases  of  Minorca,  Ch.  4.  Compare  Ingrassia’s  account  of 
the  Drussoli,  or  Migliarino  at  Naples,  De  Turn.  Prmt.  Nat.  Tr.  I.  Cap,  K 
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^  of  the  Romans,  and  the  iV*  of  Hippocrates,  who 
“  juftly  places  it  among  the  fummer  difeafes  ;  it  being 
“  fo  frequent  in  warm  countries,  that  few  people 
“  efcape  having  more  or  lefs  of  it  during  the  hot 
“  weather ;  though  children  are  more  affefted  by  it 
“  than  others.  It  confifts  of  numerous  minute  pim- 
“  pies,  or  rather  fmall,  round,  red  fpots,  just  per- 
“  ceivable  by  the  touch  as  a  kind  of  roughnefs  on 
“  the  fkin,  which  break  out  on  different  parts  of  the 
“  body,  efpecially  after  exercife,  or  drinking  cold 
“  water. 

“  This  eruption  is  commonly  looked  upon  as  a  fignr 
“  of  health ;  and  indeed  while  it  continues  frefh  on 
“  the  Ikin  no  inconveniency  arifes  from  it,  except  a 
“  frequent  itching ;  but  if  accidentally  the  pimples  are 
“  driven  in,  by  catching  cold,  bathing  in  the  fea-,  or 
“  any  errors  in  the  non-naturals,  the  cafe  too  often 
“  becomes  dangerous.  And  I  have  conflantly  ob- 
“  ferved  that  thofe  who  had  a  great  deal  of  this  erup- 
“  tion  in  the  fummer,  were  fubjefl;  either  to  fluxes, 
^  haemorrhages  from  the  nofe,  or  fevers,  upon  the  alte- 
“  ration  of  the  weather  about  the  autumnal  equinox.. 
“  Wherefore  I  commonly  advifed  them,  as  foon  as 
“  the  flighteft  figns  of  a  retroceffion  appeared,  fuch  as 
“  ficknefs,  head-ach,  and  preternatural  heat,  to  lofe 
‘‘  fome  blood  immediately,  and  make  ufe  of  mild 

cathartics^ 


64 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


“  cathartics,  vegetable  food,  and  cool  acefcent  liquors: 
“  by  which  means  the  bad  confequences  above-men- 
tioned,  if  I  am  not  greatly  deceived,  have  been 
**  frequently  prevented,  not  with  (landing  the  vulgar 
**  prejudices  againft  evacuations  in  this  and  other 
fimilar  cafes.” 

The  Greek  phyficians  generally  ufe  the  term  Hidroa 
to  fignify  an  eruption  of  miliary  veficles  * :  they  fome- 
times  perhaps  may  have  employed  it,  as  Dr.  Cleghorn 
has  obferved,  to  exprefs  the  Summer  Rafli,  or  Prickly- 
heat  •,  but  I  think  their  more  appropriate  titles  for  that 
diforder  are  Lichen,  and  Eczefma  t. 

Among  the  Arabian  writers  Effera  is  a  generic  deno¬ 
mination,  comprizing  befides  the  Prickly-heat,  the 
Prurigo,  the  Nettle-Raih,  and  fome  other  eruptions  on 
the  Ikin.  According  to  Haly  Abbas  J,  **  Sere  autem 
“  funt  Papulae  (Bothor)  aliee  parva;,  alias  magnae,  ex- 
“  tensae,  et  lati  capitis,  quae  cum  prurigine  incipiunt 
**  magna,  et  quum  fcalpuntur,  humiditas  ab  eis  exit 
rubiginofa.  Fiunt  autem  hae  primo,  a  fanguine 

*  Hippoc.  Aphor.  21.  Lib.  III.  et  Galen.  Comment. 

+  See  Aet.  Tetrab.  IV.  1.  128. 

J  Theorice,  Lib.  Vlil.  Compare  Alsaharav.  Pract.  Tr.  XXXI.  cap.  8. 

cholerico. 
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“  cholerico,  et  eft  color  earum  rubeus;  tumultuantque 
magis  diei  tempore ;  et  fit  patienti  fimul  calor  et 
“  sellus,  ftque  illi  pulfus  magnus  in  eis  et  velox. 
“  Secundo  autem,  ex  humiditatis  phlegmaticae  et  falfas 
cam  fanguine  tenui  admiftione,  et  eft  haruni  color 
"  albidus ;  et  hae  magis  no6lu  tumultuant.  Nonnun- 
**  quam  autem  ex  harum  trium  fiunt  adunatione  cau- 
“  farum,  nec  eft  multum  earum  color  rubeus.” 


In  defcribing  the  varieties  of  the  Lichen,  I  have  only- 
differed  from  one  or  two  of  the  antient  writers,  who 
without  a  ftrift  analogy,  apply  the  title  Lichenes  agrii, 
to  the  Mentagra,  a  contagious  difeafe,  affecting  the  face, 
neck,  and  hands,  according  to  Pliny’s  expreffion,  “  faedo 
“  cutis  furfure*.” — Before  I  conclude  the  confideration 
of  the  prefentgenus,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that 
there  has  been  fome  difference  of  opinion  refpeftingthe 
reafon  of  application  of  the  term  Lichen  to  difeafes 
of  the  human  body.  The  refemblance  of  the  eruptions 
on  the  fkin  above  defcribed,  to  fome  of  the  fpotty,  and 
tuberculated  Lichens,  which  grow  upon  ftones,  fhrubs, 
or  the  bark  of  trees,  is,  however,  fo  ftriking,  that  the 
application  of  the  fame  term  to  exprefs  both  thefe 
appearances  feems  obvious,  and  natural.  On  this 

*  Nat.  Hist.  Lib.  XXVI.  Cap.  1. 
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point  Gorrseus  obferves,  “  Videntur  autem  Lichenes 
“  appellari,  non  quod  linfturd  falivae  humanae  cu- 
**  rentur,  ut  quidam  opinati  funt,  ci'im  tamen  res  fe 
**  non  ita  nib  in  admodum  levibus  habeat;  fed 
“  id  eft,  lambo,  ut  inquiunt  grammatici,  quod 
“  fcilicet  lambendo  ferpant,  fieut  etiam  in  petris  Lichen 
“  herba  folet 


*  Definitiones  Medicas,  pag.  361. 

Pliny  seems  to  think  the  disease  was  termed  Lichen,  from  the  name 
of  the  plant,  which  was  the  most  certain  remedy  for  it, — Lichen  herba 
omnibus  prasfertur,  indfe  nomine  invento.  Cap.  5. 
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in.  PRURIGO. 


The  fymptom  of  itching  is  common,  in  a  greater  or 
lefs  degree,  to  many  difeafes  ofthefkin.  There  are,  how¬ 
ever,  fome  cafes  where  it  occurs  as  the  leading  circum- 
ftance,  and  where  it  is  accompanied  with  an  eruption 
of  Papula*,  the  colour  of  which  does  not  much  differ 
from  that  of  the  adjoining  cuticle,  and  with  other 
appearances  fufficiently  particular  to  conftitute  a  dif- 
tin£t  and  independent  genus  of  difeafe  *.  To  this  there¬ 
fore  I  fhall  apply  the  denomination  of  PRURIGO, 
•a  term  already  employed,  in  the  fame  fenfe,  by 
medical  writers  t. 

*  Etsi  pruritus  cum  aliis  affectibus  pluribus  conjugatur,  ut  Scabie,  Im- 
petigine,  Lepr&,  et  similibus,  eorumque  ablatione  et  ipse  tollatur:  ali- 
quandb  tamen  solus  homines  vexat,  et  adeb  molestus  est  ut  etiam  medici 
auxilium  implorare  cogat.  Sennertus  Practicae  Medicinse,  Lib.  V.  p.  3. 
sect.  1.  cap.  8.  Compare  Vid.  Vidii  Chirurg.  L.  VI.  cap.  9. 

t  See  Plin.  Nat.  Hist.  L.  XX.  cap.  17-  L.  XXIII.  cap.  1.  et  L.  XXVII. 
cap.  4.  where  a  distinction  is  made  between  the  Prurigo,  Scabies,  and 
Psora.  The  authority  of  Pliny,  in  this  respect,  is  followed  by  Ingrassias, 
Mercurialis,  Hafenreifer,  and  others. 

K2 
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This  difeafe,  from  it’s  fuppofed  affinities,  has  been 
ranked  with  Scabies,  Lepra,  or  Impetigo*.  Not  being, 
however,  charafterifed,  during  it’s  firft  ftages,  by  an 
eruption  of  Puftules  f,  nor  by  fcaly  Crufts  J,  it  muft 
be  feparated  from  the  above  affections,  in  an  arrange¬ 
ment  made  according  to  external  appearances.  The 
primary  ftate  of  Prurigo  requires  that  it  fhould  be 
claffed  among  the  papulous  difeafes  of  the  Ikin.  In 
this  order  it  is  fomewhat  analogous  to  the  Lichenes, 
but  differs  from  them  in  the  appearance  of  it’s  Papulae, 
and  in  the  concomitant  fymptoms. 

The  Prurigo,  as  it  arifes  from  different  caufes,  or 
at  different  periods  of  life,  exhibits  fome  varieties  in 

♦  See  Plater.  De  Super.  Corp.  Dolore,  pag.  674.  Manard.  Ep.  Med.  7. 
Fernel.  De  externis  corp.  aifectibus.  L.  VII.  cap.  4.  Lommii  Obs,  Med. 
L.  II. 

•j-  Scabies  differt  a  Pruritu  in  hoc,  quod  cum  Pruritu  non  sunt  bothor 
(Pustulae)  sicut  in  Scabie.  Avicen.  lib.  IV.  Fen.  7.  Tract.  3.-  cap.  6. 

%  Opoilet  ante  alia  adnotare,  qu6d  omnes  illi  affectus,  quibus  jungitur 
pruritus,  differentes  sunt  ab  hoc  Pruritu ;  quia  in  illis  vel  tumor,  vel  exul- 
ceratio,  vel  excoriatio  aliqua  apparet,  in  Pruritu  nihil  horum.  Videntur 
carnes  parum  mutatse,  asperiores  quidem  aliquo  pacto,  sed  sine  tumore 
insigni,  exulceratione  aut  excorlatione.  Praeterea  in  aliis  aifectibus  qui 
junctum  habent  pruritum,  a  cute  semper  emanat  aliqua  sanies :  in  Pruritu 
nihil  emanat,  nisi,  ut  ait  Avicenna,  quasdam  corpora  furfuracea,  atque 
neque  haec  emanant  nisi  cutis  unguibus  dilanietur.  Mercurialis,  de  Morb. 
Cutis,  lib.  II.  cap.  3. 


it’s 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


69 

it’s  form,  which  may  be  defcribed  under  the  titles  of 
Prurigo  mitis.  Prurigo  formicans,  and  Prurigo  fenilis. 
In  thefe  the  whole  furface  of  the  Ikin  is  ufually  affefted : 
but  there  are  likewife  many  cafes  of  partial  *  Prurigo, 
which  will  be  afterwards  noticed  according  to  their 
refpeflive  fituations. 

1.  The  Prurigo  mitis  appears  without  any  pre¬ 
vious  indifpofition,  generally  in  fpring,  or  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  fummer.  It  is  charaderized  by  foft  and 
fmooth  Papulae,  fomewhat  larger  than  thofe  of  the 
Lichen,  from  which  they  alfo  differ  by  having 
nearly  the  fame  colour  as  the  ikin ;  for  they  fel- 
dom  appear  red,  or  much  inflamed,  except  from 
violent  friflion.  They  are  not,  as  in  the  Lichen, 
accompanied  with  tingling,  but  with  an  alraoil  incef- 
fant  itching:  this  is,  however,  felt  more  particularly 
on  undrefling,  and  it  often  prevents  reft  for  fome  hours 
after  getting  into  bed.  When  the  tops  of  the  Papulae 
are  removed  by  rubbing  or  fcratching,  a  clear  fluid  f 
oozes  out  from  them,  and  gradually  concretes  into  thin, 

*  Pruritus  (Graecis  est  tristis  sensatio,  deslderium  scalpendi  ex- 

citans,  sine  cutis  asperitate,  vel  exulceratione.  Occupat  autem  quandoque 
universum  corpus,  quandoque  certain  aliquam  partem. 

HafeurefFer  de  Cutis  affectibus,  L.  I.  cap.  14. 

Actuar.  Meth.  Med.  L.  II.  cap.  11. 

black 
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black  Scabs  *.  Notwithftanding  this  change,  the  itch¬ 
ing  does  not  abate;  and  by  the  conftant  fridion  which 
it  demands,  inflamed  Puflules,  refembling  Phlyzacia 
(DEF.  X.  1.)  are  fometimes  produced.  Thefe  Puftules, 
when  they  appear  early  in  the  complaint,  muft  be  con- 
fidered  as  incidental,  and  not  as  proper  to  the  difeafe. 

This  fpecies  of  Prurigo  chiefly  affeds  young  per- 
fons :  its  caufe  may,  I  think,  in  general  be  referred 
to  fordes  colleded  on  the  flein,  producing  fome  degree 
of  irritation,  and  preventing  the  free  difeharge  of  the 
cutaneous  exhalation  t,  the  difagreeable  confequences 
of  which  mufl  neceflarily  be  felt  at  that  feafon  of  the 
year  when  perfpiration  is  moll  copious.  Thofe  who 
have  originally  a  delicate  or  irritable  Ikin,  muft  like- 
wife,  in  the  fame  circumftances,  be  the  greateft  fuf- 
ferers. 

The  eruption  extends  to  the  arms,  breaft,  back,  and 
thighs,  and  often  continues  during  two  or  three  months 
of  the  fummer,  if  not  relieved 'by  proper  treatment. 
When  perfons  affeded  with  it  negled  to  wafti  the  Ikin, 

*  The  small  black  Scabs  are  shewn,  intermixed  with  the  Papulae, 
PL.  VII.  Fig.  1.. 

t  See  Galen  de  Sympt.  causis.  Lib.  II.  cap.  6.  and  Actuar.  L.  II. 
cap.  23.  Meth,  Med. 
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or  are  uncleanly  in  their  apparel,  the  eruption  grows 
more  inveterate,  and  at  length  changing  its  form,  often 
terminates  in  the  Itch*,  whefiPuftules  and  Velicles  arife 
among  the  Papulae,  the  Acarus  Scabiei  begins  to  breed 
in  the  furrows  of  the  cuticle,,  and  the  diforder  be¬ 
comes  contagious. 

In  the  firft  ftage  of  the  Prurigo  mitis,  I  have  in  ge¬ 
neral  prefcribed  fulphur  internally,  every  morning 
and  evening,  for  about  a  fortnight.  The  dofe  may  be 
from  ten  to  lixty  grains,  according  to  the  age,  and  con- 
ftitution  of  the  patient.  In  fome  cafes,  the  fulphuric 
acid  may  be  taken  with  advantage,  after  the  fulphur 
is  difcontinued.  The  parts  affefted  fhould  be  often 
walhed  with  tepid  water,  and  the  waftving  Ihould  be 
frequently  repeated  even  though  fome  aggravation  of 
the  fymptoms  may  at  Grit  arife  from  itf, — By  thefe 
means  the  fkin  is  cleanfed  and  foftened,  the  perfpiration 
is  freely  difcharged,  the  itching  is  removed,  and  the 
eruption  gradually  difappears. 

*  Pruritus,  si  invelerascet,  rarum  est  quin  in  Sca:biem  tandem  dege- 
neret.  Mercurialis,  de  Morb.  Cut.  Lib.  II.  Cap.  3. — Pruritus,  plerumque 
Scabiei  futurce  prodromus  est.  Sennert.  Medicin.  Pract.  V.  3.  18,. — Com¬ 
pare  Actual-.  Med.  Lib.  I.  Cap.  123.  Eustach.  Eud.  de  Symptomat.  Ex¬ 
tern.  Lib.  I.  Cap.  6. 

t  Alsaharav.  Pract.  Tr.  XXXI.  Cap.  5. 
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If  the  complaint,  through  negleft  of  cleanliness,', 
have  loft  its  original  charafleriftics,  and  have  aflumed 
the  puftular  form,  other  external  applications,  and 
the  treatment  proper  for  the  Itch,  will  be  found 
neceflary. 

2.  The  Prurigo  formicans  is  a  much  more  ob- 
ftinate  and  troublefome  difeafe  than  the  foregoing.  It 
ufually  affefts  perfons  of  adult  age,  commencing  at  all 
feafons  of  the  year  indifterentiy,  and  it’s  duration  is 
from  four  months  to  two  or  three  years,  with  occafional 
ftiort  intermiflions.  The  Papulae  are  fometimes  larger, 
fometimes  more  obfcure,  than  in  the  preceding  fpecies; 
butthey  are,undereveryform, attended  with  anincelTant 
and  almoft  intolerable  itching.  They  are  diffufed  over 
the  whole  body,  except  the  face,  feet,  and  palms  of  the 
hands ;  they  appear,  however,  in  the  greateft  number 
on  thofe  parts,  which,  from  the  ordinary  mode  of  drefs, 
are  fubjefted  to  tight  ligatures,  as  the  neck,  loins, 
and  thighs. 

Itching  is  not  the  only  fource  of  uneafmefs  in 
this  diforder.  Patients  have  fometimes  a  fenfa- 
tion  as  if  fmall  infers  were  creeping  on  the  flvin, 
fometimes  as  if  ftung  all  over  by  ants,  fometimes 
as  if  hot  needles  were  piercing  the  Ikin  in  diffe¬ 
rent 
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rent  places*.  Their  diftrefs  is  much  increafed  on 
undreffing,  or  on  Handing  before  a.  fire ;  but  they 
fufFer  moft  after  getting  into  bed,  and  are  often  unable 
to  fleep  during  the  greater  part  of  the  night. — When 
any  part  of  the  fkin  is  ftrongly  rubbed,  it  becomes 
red ;  and  large  tubercles  or  wheals  are  excited,  which 
however  fubfide  as  foon  as  the  friftion  ceafes.  The 
cuticle  being  abraded  by  the  different  means  em¬ 
ployed  to  allay  the  irritation  on  the  (kin,  the  furface 
nf  the  body  is  at  length  fpotted  all  over  with  fmall 
^hin  fcabs,  as  reprefented  PL.  VII.  Fig.  2.  This  is 
in  many  Cafes  the  only  appearance  which  the  dif- 
eafe  exhibits  to  the  eye,  the  Papulae  being  nearly  of 
-the  fame  colour  with  the  Ikin,  and  often  indillind 
from  their  minutenefs. 

Where  the  Papulae  are  of  a  large  fize  (pag.  72),  their 
appearance  is  preceded  by  head-ach,  Jficknefs,  and 
pains  in  the  ftomach  ;  and  if  the  eruption  be  fuddenly 
repelled  from  the  furface,  the  fame  fymptoms  return  in 
a  violent  degree.  In  other  cafes,  the  alfeflion  of  the 
Ikin  is  not  fo  obvioufly  connefted  with  complaints  in 

*  Signum  Pruritus  ex  humore  cholerico  acuto  est  fortis  corrosio,  cum 
mordicatione,  et  ustione  et  scissur^i:  et  quando  concordant  regimen,  ci- 
baria  fortia  et  acuta,  complexio,  aetas,  et  tempus,  erunt  signa  fortiora. 
Serapion,  Pract.  Tr.  V.  Lib.  6.  Alsabarav.  Tract.  XXXI.  cap.  5. 

See  a  case  of  this  complaint,  Hoffman,  tom.  IV.  part  5.  pag.  413. 
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the  flomach  :  n^verthelefs,  this  fpecies  of  Prurigo  is 
very  generally  the  elFe6t  of  fome  conftitutional  difeafe; 
for  thofe  perfons  are  moft  liable  to  fuffer  frequently 
from  it,  who  are  of  a  fallow  complexion,  who  are  weak 
and  fomewhat  emaciated,  or  who  labour  under  obflruc- 
tions  of  the  vifcera  *.  The  fame  conclufion  may  be 
deduced  from  the  nature  of  the  exciting  caufes,  which 
are,  grief,  watching,  fatigue,  and  low  diet.  As  all  per¬ 
fons  are  not  equally  alFeded  by  the  operation  of  thefe 
caufes,  fomething  muft  be  referred  to  the  original  tex¬ 
ture  of  the  Ikin,  or  hate  of  the  cutaneous  glands.  With 
refpefl:  to  this  predifpofition,  I  have  only  been  able  to 
remark,  that  moft  of  the  patients  I  have  feen,  had  a  more 
than  iifual  coarfenefs  or  roughnefs  of  the  Ikin,  which 
feemed  often  to  have  been  communicated  heredi¬ 
tarily  ;  and  that  when  the  itching  and  Papulee  difap- 
pearcd  at  the  termination  of  the  difeafe,  the  cuticle  was 
left'  dry,  fcaly,  and  thickened.  This  obfervation  is 
alfo  made  by  Galen,  De  Loc.  affefl.  L.  II.  c.  7. 

To  the  occafional  cau/es  above  mentioned,  I  may  add 
the  want  of  proper  cleanlinefs,  to  which  the  appearance 

*  Multoties  quldeih  corruptio  digestionis  facit  accidere  Pruritum.  Avi¬ 
cenna,  Vol.  I.  p.  275,  6.  See  Vol.  11.  p.'250. 

The  universal  itching  of  the  skin,  which  takes  place  in  the  jaundice,  is 
frequently  attended  with  an  eruption  of  yellowish  Papulai,  and  with  the 
"sensations  peculiar  to  the  Prurigo  formicans. 
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of  this  diforder  in  the  lower  clafs  of  people  is  often 
referable.  Certain  modes  of  diet*  have  likewife  a 
confiderable  effeft  in  aggravating  or  exciting  the  Pru¬ 
rigo  forniicans.  Many  perfons  are  affefted  with  it, 
who,  in  the  fummer  feafon,  live  much  upon  fifh,  and 
ftimulating  anima,!-  food,  and  at  the  fame  time  drink 
freely  of  wine  or  fpirituous  liquors.  Some  white  wines 
excite,  in  particular  habits,  an  eruption  of  itchingt  Pa- 
puhe,  which  is  exceffively  trouble fome  for  many  hours, 
but  which  ceafes  when  the  ufe  of  white  wine  is  dif- 
continued. 

The  Prurigo  formicans  fometimes  terminates  in  a 
puftiilar  alFeftion,  not  contagious,  but  conftituting  one 

*  Ga\en  otjserves  “  t\iat  a  general  itching  of  the  skin  (Cnesiiios).is.  ex- 
"  cited  by  certain  substances  applied  externally,  as  nettles,  squill,  bring, 

&c.  but  that  it  also  frequently  arises  from  causes  within  the  body ; 
“  since  those  are  particularly  liable  to  it,  who  live  on  food  of  a  bad  qua- 

lity,  w'ho  labour  under  indigestion  from  overcharging  the  stomach,  and 
“  who  neglect  cleanliness.”  De  Symp.  Cans.  IL  6.  See  Haly  Abbas, 
L.  Vlir.  Cap.  17. 

Dulcia  generant  Pruritum.  Avicen.  IV.  7,  3.  6.,  &  Constantin.  African. 
Lib.  VII.  Cap.  26. 

t  Loi'ty  fie  Morb<  Cut.  pag.,27.  Introductio. 

Saipe  vinum  meracius.  haustuni  subitb  colores  faciei  afflat,  et  pruritus 
in  pariibus  dissitis  protinrls  concitare  visum  est ;  immb  et  dolores  ad  aiti- 
culos,  qui  ad  cutem  non  referuntur  quidem,  sed  cum  ilia  intimids  con- 
nectuntur. 

'  L  2 
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bf  the  fpecles  of  Impetigo.  That  the  difeafe,  in  it’s, 
primary  flate,  is  not  contagious,  nor  allied  to  the  Itch^. 
I  am  convinced  from  the  following  obfervations.  i.  The 
eruption  is  ufually  conne6]:ed  with  internal  diforder, 
and  arifes  often  where  no  fource  of  infedion  can  be 
traced.  2.  Perfons  affefted  by  it  may  have  conftant 
intercourfe  with  feveral  others,  and  yet  not  communb 
eate  the  difeafe.  3.  Several  individuals  of  one  family 
fbmetimes  have  the  Prurigo  formieans,  at  certain  fea,- 
fons  of  the  year,  although- they  refide  at  confiderable 
diftances  from  each  other. — ^In  thefe  inftances  the  diC- 
eafe  muft  be  referred  to  a  common  predifpofition. 

An  eruption  fimilar  to  that  reprefented  (PL.  YII.  Fig.  2.) 
often  takes  place  in  children  who  handle  dogs  or  cats 
affefted  with  the  mange,  alfo  in  men  who  wafh  mangy 
hogs.  If  this  difeafe  in  quadrupeds  be,  according  to 
the  general  opinion,  produced  by  animalcula,  and 
through  them  be  communicated  to  the  human  fpecies,. 
we  fhall  have  reafon  to  conclude  that  the  Prurigo 
formieans  is,  in  other  cafes,  owing  to  the  irritation  of 
Acari,  or  other  minute  infers  on  the  fkin. 

When  the  Prurigo  formieans  appears  to  originate 
from  general  debility,  or  from  fome  diforder  of  the 
abdominal  vifeera,  (page  74.)  we  can  only  hope  to  re¬ 
move  the  eruption  by  proper  diet,  exercife,  and  medi¬ 
cines,. 
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cines  calculated  to  improve  the  flate  of  the  conftitution. 

In  cafes  not  apparently  conneded  with  any  internal 
complaint,  I  have  experienced  many  difappointments, 
from  the  inefficacy  of  medicines  recommended  on  the 
heft  authority.  Neutral  falts,  antimonials,  and  other 
remedies  adminihered  as  diaphoretics,  generally  aggra¬ 
vate  the  complaint.  Mercurials,  whether  alone,  or  com¬ 
bined  with  antimony,  fulphur.  See.  do  not  appear  bene¬ 
ficial. — The  diet-drinks,  employed  in  this,  and  fome 
other  Cutaneous  Difeafes,  contribute  to  allay  the  trou- 
blefome  fenfation  of  itching;  but  as  little  difference  is 
perceptible  in  their  refpeflive  effefls,  perhaps  more 
may  be  attributed  to  the  watery  vehicle  than  to  the 
virtues  of  the  impregnating  ingredients. — Moff  of  the 
writers  *  on  Prurigo,  recommend  ftrong  purgatives,  , 
as  well  as  alterative  medicines,  in  order  to  expel  ^ 
from  the  blood  and  cutaneous  glands  the  vitiated 
humours,  from  which,  as  they  fuppofe,  the  complaint 
originates.  Their  theory  is  probably  erroneous,  and 
the  praSice  founded  upon  it,  though  very  ancient, 
does  not  bear  the  teft  of  experience.  I  have,  in  general, 
found  that  purgatives  frequently  repeated  are  injurious 
in  this  complaint,  as  might  indeed  be  expe61;ed  from 
a  previous  confideration  of  it’s  occahonal  caufes. 

*  See  MercuriaVis  de  Morb.  Cutis,  Lib.  II.  Cap.  3.  Sennert.  Pract.^ 
Med.  Lib,  V.  Cap.  3.  Hafenrefler  de  Cut,  Affectib.  Lib.  I.  Cap.  4. 
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Fixed  alcali  is  of  fome  advantage  in  the  Prurigo  for- 
micans,  but  fulphur  taken  internally,  in  the  manner 
recommended.  Page  71,  is  a  more  certain  remedy  than 
any  other,  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  I  have  ufually 
prcfcribed  the  fulphur  pr-oecipitatum,  and  combined  it 
with  foffil  alcali,  (Natron  praeparat.  Ph.  L.)  at  the  fame 
time  direfling  an  infufion  of  falfafras  or  the  tops  of 
juniper,  to  be  drunk  freely.  Under  this  courfe,  the 
fymptoms  are,  in  many  cafes,  gradually  alleviated,  and 
the  complaint  difappears  in  a  month,  or  fix  weeks. 

The  external  application  of  fulpbureous  and  mer¬ 
curial  ointments,  and  of  lotions  made  with  white  vitriol, 
lime-water,  or  muriated  quickfilver,  affords  but  little 
relief  in  this  fpecies  of  Prurigo.  I  have  not  obferved 
much  benefit  from  the  decoflion  of  white  hellebore, 
which  has  been  flrongly  recommended  by  the  antients*. 

*  Their  practice  in  this  disease  was  confined  v/hollj  to  external  washes, 
and  liniments  or  unguents.  The  former  were  prepared  with  a  variety  of 
emollient  and  aromatic  herbs :  the  latter  consisted  of  sulphur,  nitre,  san- 
darach,  cimolia,  or  burnt  snails’  shells,  frankincense,  stavesacre,  dock, 
hellebore,  and  powder  of  beans  and  lupines,  mixed  in  different  propor¬ 
tions  with  oil,  honey,  brine,  or  vinegar.  ,  Avicenna  mentions  some  other 
applications  of  a  diflerent  nature :  Pellis  recens  ovis  est  conveniens  Seabiei 
et  Pruritui.  Tom.  I.  p.  373.  Urina  honiinis  abstergit  Pruritum.  Tom.  I. 
p.  330.  Ed.Venet.  Myrrha  ex  muliebri  lacte  cutem  oblinito.  Ditto.  Fiat 
inunctio  cum  oleis  frigidis  apposito  succo  opii.  Tom.  II.  p.  251.  De  Me- 
dicamentis  levibus  hoc  est,  Papaver  tritns  cum-aceto;  et  aloe  cum  aqua 
enidiviaj.  Et  de  medicinis  fortibus  est  ceratum  in  quo  ponitur  opium, 
quo  cum  inungatur  corpus,  et  quiescet  Pruritus.  Tom  If.  pag.  251. 

A  decoc- 
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A  decoCIion  of  the  feeds  of  ftavefacre  feems  to  be  more 
efficacious  than  that  of  hellebore,  eipecially  when  the 
diforder  is  aggravated  by  the  irritation  of  Acari,  or 
other  infefts  on  the  fkin;  (See  Pag.  76). — It  is  in  every 
cafe  neceffary  to  keep  the  (kin  clean,  and  perfpiring, 
by  frequent  ablutions  with  warm  water*.  The  itching, 
however,  is  not  always  to  be  allayed  by  thefe  means  : 
hence  I  have  been  induced  to  employ  fome  of  the 
medicated  baths  recommended  by  authors,  and  have 
had  opportunities  of  afcertaining  the  utility  of  thbfe 
prepared  with  alcalized  fulphurt.  Sea-bathing  has  alfo, 
in  fome  cafes,  entirely  removed  the  complaint  J. 

Very  copious  inftru6lions  concerning  the  diet  of  per- 
fons  affe61;ed  with  the  Prurigo  have  been  given  by  the 

*  Paul.  Mg.  L.  IV.  c.  4.  Oribas.  CoIIectan.  Lib.  X.  1.  &  Mercurial, 
de  Pruritu. 

t  Aetius  Tetrab.  I.  3.  168.  Balnea  sulphurulenta  purgant  cutem,  et 
propterea  conferunt  Leprae, -Psorae,  Lichenibus  et  Pruritui. 

J  Balnea  vero  Pruritus  et  Scabiei  sunt  aqua  maris  calefacta.  Avicen. 
Vol.  II.  p.  252.  a. 

According  to  the  medical  poet,  Q.  Serenus  Samonicus, 

Pruritus  autem  salsos  leval  humor  aceti ; 

Sive  maris  rabidi  sudor,  cochleaeque  minutae, 

Quarum  contactu  perimetur  accrba  libido. 

Praecepta,  Cap,'?. 
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Greek  and  Arabian  phyficians*,and  tranfcribed  by  the 
moderns.  Any  light,  and  eafily  digeftible  food  may 
be  taken,  as  the  patient’s  tafte  direds,  but  he  fliould 
avoid  all  heating  or  Simulating  fubftances,  and  drinks, 
efpecially  white  wines  and  fpirituous  liquors.  Affes’ 
milk,  whey  +,  milk  and  water,  and  goat’s  milk  may, 
as  recommended  by  the  antients,  conftitute  a  part  of 
the  regimen. 

3.  Prurigo  seiiilis.  This  affedion  does  not  differ 
much  in  it’s  fymptoms  and  external  appearances  from 
the  Prurigo  formicans;  but  it  has  been  thought  by 


*  Ab  acrium  usu  abstinendum  est  et  prajsertim  ab  oleribus  mali  succi. 
•Quae  vero  exhibentur  bono  succo  praedita  sint,  qualis  est  lactis  assiduiss 
potus,  ptisana,  alice,  ova  gallinarum,  porcellorum  extremitates,  et  ven- 
triciila;  vitium  tenue,  dilutius  et  album.  Aet.  Tetrab.  IV.  ii.  20.  Avi¬ 
cenna  IV.  7.  3.  7.  Avenzoar.  Coll.  Med.  3. 

f  Galen  de  Simp.  Med.  fac.  L.  X. 

J  Sanantur  Uli  quibus  accidunt  Scabies  el  Pruritus,  bibitione  lactis. 
Avicen.  Tom.  I.  p.  347-  a. 

Curatio  autem  Pruritus,  est  ut  des  lac  vaccinum  acelosum.  Cibus  autem 
.habentium  Pruritum  sit  ex  eis  quae  humectant,  et  generant  sanguinem 
laudabilem,  et  quae  ad  frigiditatem  declivia  sunt.  Avicenna.  IV.  7.  3.  7. 

Cibi  laborantium  pruritu  debent  esse  sorblles.  Theodor.  Priscian.  L.  I. 
de  Medicin^.  See  Mercurialis,  Sennertus,  Platerus,  et  Hafenreffer  de 
Pruritu :  and  Histor.  Morb.  Vratislavens.  1699. 
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medical  writers  to  merit  a  diftinft  confideration  *,  on 
account  of  it’s  peculiar  inveteracy.  The  Prurigo  is 
perhaps  aggravated,  or  becomes  more  permanent,  in 
old  age,  from  the  dry,  condenfed  hate  of  the  (kin  and 
cuticle,  which  often  takes  place  at  that  period +.  It  is 
alfo  moft  frequent  in  the  melancholic  or  mixed  tempe¬ 
raments  and  appears  to  be  generally  conne6led  with 
a  languid  (late  of  circulation,  and  of  the  digeftive  power. 
I  have  known  many  perfons,  of  both  fexes,  fo  inceflantly 
tormented  with  a  violent  and  univerfal  itching,  that 
they  were  rendered  uncomfortable  for  the  remainder  of 
life. — The  Papulae  are  for  the  moft  part  large,  though 
not  inflamed :  their  flze  and  diftribution,  with  fcabs 
intermixed,  are  reprefented,  PL.  VII.  Fig.  3.  Some¬ 
times  the  whole  furface  has  a  fliining  appearance,  and 
is  irregular,  or  granulated,  without  an  eruption  of  dif- 
tinft  Papulae,  This  (late  of  the  (kin  is  fucceeded  by 

*  Toio-i  St  Svffirtoia.t,  wtm,  iXjyyoi,  xap^c^tai, 

^vcriAot  T8  cruyMloi  o^a,  &C.  &C.  Hip.  Aphor.  III.  31. 

See  Paul.  .Slgin.  de  Re  Med.  L.  IV.  c.4.  Serapion,  Pract.  Tr.V.  Cap.  6. 
Alsaharav.  Tr.  XXXI.  5.  Haly  Abbas  Disp.  Reg.  L.  VIII.  Cap.  17. 

f  Actuar.  Meth.  Med.  L.  II.  c.  1 1.  et  Avicenna,  L.  IV.  Fen.  7.  3.  6. 

In  sicca  antem  scabie  quam  potissimim  senes  macilenli  et  qui  tempe- 
ramento  pollent  melancholico-cholerico,  experiuntur,  niinoris  molis  pus- 
tulai  pauco  ichore  seroso  sunt  refertae,  quae  leniiissimas  nervorum  fibrillas 
sub  cuticul^  irritando,  ardorein  et  pruritum  in/erunt  intolerabilem.  Hoff¬ 
man,  tom.  IV.  part  5.  cap.  5.  See  Lorry  de  Morb.  Cutan.  pag.  241. 
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Scurf,  or  Scales,  which,  from  their  repeated  reparation 
and  renewal,  prove  an  additional  caufe  of  irritation. 
Some  alleviation  is  produced  by  fcratching  or  rubbing 
the  Ikin,  which  however  is  but  of  fhort  duration  ;  for 
when  the  cuticle  is, by  thefe  means, extenfively  abraded, 
the  mingled  fenfation  of  itching  and  fmarting  becomes 
almoft  intolerable. 

The  remedies  mentioned  under  the  article  Prurigo 
formicans,  are  not  of  much  advantage  in  the  prefent 
complaint.  A  warm  bath  *  is  the  only  application  which 
allays  the  itching  and  irritation :  it’s  effefts,  however, 
are  not  permanent.  Somewhat  more  relief  is  expe¬ 
rienced  from  baths  of  warm  fea  water,  or  of  fome 
mineral  waters.  The  fulphur  water  at  Harrogate,  em¬ 
ployed  externally  and  internally,  is  perhaps  the  moft 
efficacious  remedy  in  this  difeafe. 

In  one  cafe  of  the  Prurigo  fenilis,  I  accidentally  dif- 
covered,  on  the  patient’s  Ikin  and  linen,  a  number  of 
infeds,  fo  minute,  and  fo  quick  in  their  motions,  as 
not  to  be  difcernible  without  confiderable  attention. 
I  at  firfl;  took  them  for  fmall  Pediculi,  but  when  viewed 
through  a  magnifier  they  appeared  to  belong  to  the 

*  Avicenna,  tom.  II.  Fiat  balneatio  cum  aquS.  tepida.  P.  251,  he  adds. 
Senes  juvantur  in  curatione  Pruritus  qui  accidit  eis,  si  liniantur  ex  fmce 
vini  cum  aliquanto  anetho  humido. 

See  also  Aet.  Tetrah.  I.  Serm.  3.  Cap.  137. 
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genus  Pulex,  though  not  to  any  of  the  fpecies  defcribed 
by  Linnaeus.  An  accurate  reprefen tation  of  one  of 
thefe,  as  feen  through  a  microfcope,  is  given  PL.  VII. 
Fig.  4.  Although  this  patient  had  a  wife  and  family,  none 
of  them  were  affefled  in  a  fimilar  manner  ;  nor  could 
any  of  the  infefts  be  found  upon  them  by  the  flricteft 
examination.  No  general  conclulion  fhould  be  drawn 
from  a  folitary  infiance :  the  prefent  cafe,  however, 
tends  to  confirm  the  fuppofition  that  the  Prurigo  fe- 
nilis,  and  Prurigo  formicans,  may  be  generally  owing 
to  cutaneous  infects.  With  a  view  to  afcertain  this 
point,  I  have  fince  paid  clofe  attention  to  every  cafe 
that  occurred,  but  have  not  hitherto  been  fuccefsful 
in  the  refearch. 

The  external  remedies  employed  to  relieve  the  pa¬ 
tient  above-mentioned,  were  decoctions  of  tobacco,  or 
of  cocculus  Indicus,  and  a  ftrong  folution  of  muriated 
quickfilver.  The  latter  was  moft  efficacious  in  alle¬ 
viating  the  fymptoms,  yet  it  did  not  wholly  deflroy 
the  fmall  infers :  when  the  lotion  was  omitted,  they 
always  appeared  again  within  three  weeks,  and  pro¬ 
duced  the  fame  inconvenience  as  before.  The  patient 
was  therefore  obliged  to  have  frequent  recourfe  to  the 
folution,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  keep  himfelf  tole¬ 
rably  eafy. 

M  2 


The 


84 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


The  Hate  of  the  fkin  in  the  Prurigo  fenilis  is  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  production  of  another  infect,  the 
Pediculus  humanus,  more  efpecially  to  that  variety  of 
it  which  is  ufually  termed  the  Body-loufe,  Pediculus 
veftimentorum,  Linn.  *  Linnaeus  does  not  make  any 
diftin6lion  between  the  Pediculus  capitis,  and  Pediculus 
veftimentorum,  but  we  fhould  probably  be  correct  in 
eftablifhing  a  fpecific  difference  between  them.  The 
Pediculi  capitis  lay  iingle  nits,  or  eggs,  on  the  hairs  of 
the  head,  and  do  not  fpontaneoufly  quit  the  fcalp  or 
it’s  natural  covering.  The  Pediculi  vefiimentorum 
which  are  large,  flat,  and  whitifh,  feldom  appear  on 
the  head,  but  refide  on  the  trunk  of  the  body,  on  the 
limbs,  and  on  the  clothes.  Their  nits  are  conglomerate, 
and  ufually  depofited  in  the  folds  of  linen,  or  in  other 
articles  of  drefs.  Both  of  thefe  fpecies,  or  varieties,  of 
the  Pediculus  humanus,  are  generally  bred  among  the 
inhabitants  of  fordid  dwellingst,  of  jails,  workhoufes, 
&c.  in  which  fituations  they  prey  upon  perfons  of  all 
ages  indifcriminately.  When  Body-lice  appear  in  cafes 

Sjst.  Nat.  p.  1016. 

■j-  Causa  antecedens  est  mala  victus  ratio,  mala  cultura  capitis  et  totius 
corporis,  tarda  vestimentorum  mutatio,  neglectus  balneorum,  postposiiio 
mundificationis  et  lotionis  camisiarum.  Hine  milites,  pauperes,  miaoritje, 
clarissse,  Pediculis  scatent,  hominesque  ferales,  qui  corporis  culturara 
.spernunt.  Foresti  Obs.  Med.  14.  Lib.  VIII. 

See  also  Mercurialis,  Lib.  I,  Cap.  7.  and  HafenrelFer,  pag.  72.^ 
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of  Prurigo  fenilis,  they  feldom  fallen  upon  the  atten¬ 
dants,  but,  notwkhdanding  every  attention  to  cleanli- 
nefs  or  regimen,  they  multiply  fo  rapidly  about  the 
patient,  that  he  undergoes  perpetual  irritation  and  dif- 
trefs.  In  thefe  cafes,  however,  the  Pediculi  are  only 
found  on  the  fkin,  or  on  the  linen  ;  and  not  under  the 
cuticle,  as  fome  authors  have  reprefented  *.  Many 
wonderful  Rories  are  related  by  Foreftus,  Schenckius, 
and  others  +,  refpe£ling  lice  bred  under  the  {kin,  and 
difcharged  in  fwarms  from  abfceffes,  ftrumous  ulcers, 
and  vefications.  The  mode  in  which  Pediculi  are  ge¬ 
nerated  being  now  fully  afcertained,  no  credit  can  be 
given  to  thefe  accounts  ;  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
the  authors  of  them  had  miRaken  for  lice  fome  other 
fpecies  of  infe6ls,  which  are  frequently  found  in  pu- 
trefcent  fores ;  See  Prof.  Murray’s  treatife  De  Ver- 
mibus  in  Lepra  obviis.  In  the  fame  manner  may  be 
explained  the  accounts  given  by  Ariflotle,  Pliny,  Cae- 
lius,  and  Jofephus,  of  the  deaths  of  Pherecydes,  Alc- 
maeon,  Ennius,  Antiochus,  and  Herod. 


•  See  Aristotle,  Hist.  Animal.  Lib.  V.  Cap.  32.  Galen  De  Comp.  Med. 
jiec.  loc.  L  I.  Cap.  8  et  9.  Csel.  Aurelian.  De  Phthiriasi. 

Serapion  says.  Jam  enim  scilur  quod  causa  generans  pediculos  est  in 
concavitate  cutis,  ubi  est  possible  ut  generetur  animal.  Pract.  Tract.  I. 
cap.  5. 

■f-  See  Manget.  Bibliothec.  De  Morb.  Pilorum:  Heurnius  de  Morb. 
Capitis,  C.  4.  and  Sauvages  de  Phthiriasi. 
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The  cafes  of  Phthiriafis  in  Amatus  Lufitanus  feem 
corre6i:  and  credible.  Venetus  vir  bonus  Anconae 
pediculis  per  univerfum  corpus  fcatens,  ita  ipfis  lan- 
cinabatur,  foedabaturque,  ut  parum  fuerit  ne  ex  hoc 
decederet  morbo.  Novimus  etiam  nos  Olyfipponiu 
hominem  quendam  non  ignobilem  ex  hoc  morbo 
mifere  obiiffe  ;  ita  enim  per  univerfum  ejus  corpus 
fcatebant  pediculi  abundabantque,  ut  duo  ejus  fervi 
TEthiopeSj  nihil  aliud  curae  haberent,  quam  ex  ejus 
corpore  pediculorum  cophinos  plenos  ad  mare,  quod 
prasdiciam  civitatem:  preeterlahitur,  portare.  Cur.  Med. 
Cent.  111.  58. 

In  connexion  with  the  foregoing  feries  of  com¬ 
plaints,  it  is  proper  to  mention  fome  pruriginous  af¬ 
fections,  which  are  merely  local.  I  fhall  confine  my 
obfervations  to  the  moil  troublefome  of  thefe,  feated 
in  the  podex,  prasputium,  urethra,  pubes,  fcrotum,  and 
pudendum  muliebre.  Itching  of  the  noftrils,  eye-lids, 
lips,  or  of  the  external  ear,  being  generally  fympto- 
matic  of  other  difeafes,  do  not  require  a  particular 
confideration. 

1.  Prurigo  podicis.  Afcarides  in  the  rectum  ex¬ 
cite  a  frequent  itching  and  irritation  about  the  fphincter 
ani,  which  ceafes  on  the  application  of  proper  medi¬ 
cines.  A  fimilar  complaint  often  arifes  *,  indepen- 

*  Oribas.  De  Loc.  affect,  curat.  Lib.  IV.  c.  94.  Mesue  Op.  pag.  1 1 6. 
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dently  of  worms,  haemorrhoidal  tumors,  or  other  ob¬ 
vious  caufes :  it  affects  perfons  engaged  in  fedentary 
occupations,  and  maybe  referred  to  a  morbid  fecre- 
tion  in  the  parts,  fometimes  connected  with  a  Rate 
of  general  debility.  The  itching  is  fometimes  accom¬ 
panied  with  an  eruption  of  Papulae  or  Tubercles  :  it 
is  not  very  troublefome  during  the  day-time,  but  it 
returns  every  night  foon  after  getting  into  bed,  and 
prevents  reft  for  feveral  hours.  In  this  manner  it 
continues  three  or  four  months,  and  then  ceafes  for 
a  time,  but  is  produced  again  by  hot  weather,  fatigue, 
watching,  or  fome  irregularity  in  diet. 

This  complaint  occurs  in  the  decline  of  life^  under 
a  variety  of  circumftances :  Dr.  Lettfom  thinks  it 
may  be  conhdered  “  as  frequently  a  preventive  of 
other  difeafes,  having  obferved  many  perfons,  after 
various  long  indifpofitions,  relieved  by  it’s  appear- 
"  ance.  A  gentleman,  fixty-eight  years  of  age,  who 
had  long  laboured  under  a  diforder  of  the  cheft, 
attended  with  a  weak  and  intermitting  pulfe,  &c, 
was  perfectly  relieved  from  thefe  fymptoms  by  the 
Prurigo  podicis.  A  favourable  termination  of  the 
fame  kind  happened  in  the  cafe  of  a  perfon  who 
“  had  been  for  upwards  of  three  months  affected  with 
“  Vertigo,  and  other  ftrong  fymptoms  of  an  approach- 
“  ing  Apoplexy.  Another  patient  was  relieved  in  the 
“  fame  manner,  after  having  been  much  debilitated  by 

"  frequent 
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frequent  fits  of  the  gout :  he  imprudently  howev'-er 
“  endeavoured  to  allay  the  troublefome  fenfation  of 
“  itching,  by  a  ftrong  faturnine  folution ;  and  after 
“  ufing  this  application  for  a  few  days,  he  fuddenly 
“  expired  in  his  chair*.” 

Women,  after  the  ceffation  of  the  catamenia,  are 
often  affected  with  this  fpecies  of  Prurigo,  more 
efpecially  in  fummer  or  autumn.  The  fkin  between 
the  nates  is  rough,  and  papulated,  fometimes  fcaly  : 
and  a  little  humour  is  difcharged  after  any  confiderable 
friction.  Along  with  this  complaint,  there  is  often  an 
eruption  of  itching  Papulaj  on  the  neck,  breaft,  and 
back,  a  fwelling,  with  inflammation,  of  one  or  both 
ears,  and  a  difcharge  of  matter  from  behind  them,  and 
from  the  external  meatus  auditorius. 

It  is  not  fo  eafy  to  allay  the  Prurigo  podicis  as  might 
be  expected;  the  repeated  application  of  warm  or  cold 
water,  of  lime-water,  or  of  walhes  made  with  prepara¬ 
tions  of  lead,  have  little  effect  upon  it.  Vinegar  f  alone 
is  preferable  to  any  of  thefe  remedies,  but  the  advan¬ 
tages  derived  from  it’s  application  are  not  permanent. 
The  fame  may  be  faid  of  oils,  tinctures  or  folutiohs  of 


*  Memairs  of  the  Medical  Society,  Vol.  III.  pag.  348. 
t  Keister’s  Cases,  p.  549. 
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opium,  and  of  the  tar  ointment  Mercurial  ointments 
are  generally  the  mod  efficacious  ;  and  of  thefe,  the 
unguentum  hydragyri  nitratum  anfwers  bed. — The 
antient  practice  of  applying  human  urine  is  now  fome- 
tiraes  fuccefs fully  adopted. 

Calomel,  given  internally,  is  faid  to  have  the  power 
of  correcting  a  morbid  ftate  of  fecreting  furfaces. 
I  have  found  calomel,  joined  with  fulphur  of  anti¬ 
mony,  beneficial  in  the  prefent  complaint.  In  weak 
and  relaxed  habits,  which  are  moft  fubject  to  it,  the 
Peruvian  bark,  and  chalybeate  medicines,  facilitate  the 
cure.  Since  this  fpecies  of  Prurigo  is  always  much 
aggravated  by  intemperance,  it  becomes  requifite  to 
enjoin  a  light,  cooling  diet,  great  moderation  in  the 
uCe  of  wine,  and  a  total  abftinence  from  Ipirituous 
liquors. 

The  Prurigo  podicis  fometimes  occurs  as  a  fymptom 
of  the  Lue^  Venerea.  If  it  be  neglected  on  its  firft 
appearance,  an  ichorous  difcharge  enfues,  and  an 
excoriation  of  the  contiguous  furfaces  extending  from 
the  pofterior  to  the  anterior  perinaeum,  and  of  the 

*  Hafenreffer,  Lib.  I.  C.  14. 

See  also  Oribas.  De  Loc.  Affect,  curat.  L.  IV.  C.  93,  aud  Galen  de 
Comp.  Med.  sec.  loc.  L.  IX.  Cap.  6, 
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inner  part  of  the  thighs  in  contact  with  the  fcrotum. 
The  parts  affected  have  a  whitifh  appearance,  and  are 
covered  with  a  thick,  febaceous  matter,  refembling 
that  which  is  feen  on  the  venereal  ulcer  of  the  tonfil. 
This  complaint,  being  attended  with  great  pain  and 
forenefs,  confines  the  patient  to  bed,  and  interrupts 
his  reft  :  the  ulcerations  are,  however,  flight  or  fuper- 
ficial,  not  penetrating  into  the  cellular  membrane. 
A  mercurial  courfe  alone  is  not  fufficient  for  the  cure 
of  this  malady ;  it  alfo  requires  fome  external  applica¬ 
tion.  The  Vegeto-mineral  water  with  an  addition  of 
laudanum  may  be  applied  cold  every  hour,  and  the 
fore  may  be  dreffed  with  equal  parts  of  the  ung.  ce- 
ruffae  acetatae,  and  ceratum  lapidis  calaminaris. 

2.  The  Prurigo  praputii,  arifes  from  an  altered 
ftate  of  fecretion  on  the  glans  penis,  and  inner  furface 
of  the  prasputium*.  During  the  heat  of  fummer,  there 
is  alfo,  in  fome  perfons,  an  unufual  difcharge  of  mucus, 
which  becomes  acrimonious,  and  produces  a  trouble- 
fome  itching,  and  often  an  excoriation  of  thofe  parts. 
By  wafhing  them,  from  time  to  time  with  water,  or 
foap  and  water,  the  complaint  may  be  gradually  re¬ 
moved.  The  walhing  fhould  be  continued  long  after 


*  See  Turner  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  page  218. 
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the  inconvenience  has  ceafed.  If  the  fluid  be  fecreted 
in  too  large  a  quantity  under  the  praeputium,  that 
excefs  may  be  reftrained,  by  lotions  made  with  extract 
of  lead,  or  by  applying  the  unguentum  cerulfae  acetatas. 

3.  Prurigo  urethralis.  A  very  troublefome  itch¬ 
ing  fometimes  takes  place  at  the  extremity  of  the  urethra 
in  females,  without  any  manifefl;  caufe.  It  occurs  in. 
young  women,  as  well  as  in  thofe  who  are  of  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age.  On  examination,  no  ftrifture,  nor  tumor, 
can  be  found  along  the  courfe  of  the  urethra.  Pro¬ 
bably,  however,  the  itching  may  be  occafioned  by  a 
morbid  ftate  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  fince  it  is,  in 
fome  inftances,  connefted  with  pain  and  difficulty  in 
making  water.  The  ufe  of  bougies  was  recommended 
for  this  complaint  by  the  late  Dr.  Hunter  *,  and  has 
generally  proved  facceCsfuL 

An  itching  at  the  extremity  of  the  urethra  in  men, 
is  produced  by  calculi,  and  by  fome  difeafes  of  the 
bladder.  In  cafes  of  ftriflure  an  itching  is  alfo  felt, 
near  the  place  where  the  ftri^lure  is  fituated.  It  may 
be  remarked  that  fmall,  broken  hairs,  drawn  in  from 
the  pubes,  between  the  praeputium  and  glans,  and  af¬ 
terwards  becoming  fixed  in  the  entrance  of  the  urethra. 


*  See  his  Lectures. 
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fometimes  occafion  an  itching,  or  flight  flinging,  par¬ 
ticularly  troublefome  during  exercife.  My  friend  Mr. 
Pearfon,  Surgeon  of  the  Lock  Hofpital,  has  feen  five 
cafes  of  this  kind,  in  which  he  gave  immediate  relief 
by  extraSiing  the  fmall  hair  from  the  urethra. 

4.  Prurigo  pubis.  Itching  Papulae  often  arife  on 
the  pubes,  and  become  extremely  fore  if  their  tops  be 
removed  by  fcratching.  They  are  occafioned  fometimes 
by  negleft  of  cleanlinefs,  but  more  commonly  by  a 
fpecies  of  Pediculus,  v;hich  perforates  the  cuticle,  and 
thus  derives  it’s  nourifhment,  remaining  fixed  in  the 
fame  fituation.  Thefe  infeds  are  defcribed  by  Linnaeus 
and  others*,  and  termed  Pediculi  pubis  ;  they  do  not, 
however,  affeO;  the  pubes  only,  but  often  adhere  to  the 

*  Altcrum  pediculorum  genus,  sut)  axillis,  et  in  pectine,  nec  non  ciliis 
et  superciliis,  ut  plurimum  resident:  sunt  lati,  et  cuti  ita  adhaerent,  ut 
unguibas  vix  avelli  queant-,  Latinis,  Plactulae,  quibusdam  Morpiones, 
nonnullis  Petalte,  aliis.  Pessolataj,  Italis  Piattoni,  Germanis  Fills  Lause, 
in  Canibus  Bacten.  Hafenreffer,  de  Cutis  Affectibus,  L.  1.  C.  JO. 

Compare  Aet. Tetrab.  11.  3. 64.  Actuar.  Med.  II.  7.  Celsus  de  Medi- 
cina,  L.  VI.  C.  6.  Mercurialis  de  Morb.  Cut.  L.  I.  Cap.  17.  Pechlin 
Obs.'Med.24. 

Linnmus  has  given  the  following  characteristics  of  this  insect:  An- 
tennm  articulis,  V.  5.  Abdomen  porticfe  emarginatum,  pilosumque.  Pedes 
2  et  3  habent  calcar,  et  digitum  cheliformem,  quibus  arct^  adhseret.  Sys. 
Nat.  II.  pag.  1017.  Compare  Fabricii  Species  Insector.  II.  477. 
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eye-browSj  eye-lids,  and  axillae :  they  are  alfo  found  on 
the  breaft,  abdomen,  thighs,  and  legs,  in  perfons  of  the 
fanguine  temperament,  who  have  thofe  parts  covered 
with  ftrong  hairs.  It  is  remarkable,  that  they  feldom  or 
never  fix  upon  the  hairy  fcalp.  The  great  irritation  pro¬ 
duced  by  them  on  the  Ikin*,  folicits  conftant  fcratching, 
by  which  they  are  torn  from  their  attachments ;  and 
painful  tubercles  arife  at  the  places  where  they  had 
adhered.  When  the  Pediculi  are  diffufed  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  furface  of  the  body,  the  patient’s 
linen  often  appears  as  if  fprinkled  with  drops  of 
blood. 

In  attempting  to  exterminate  the  Pediculi  pubis,  it 
may  be  occafionally  necelfary  to  clear  the  furface,  in 
order  to  make  the  applications  to  it  with  more  conve¬ 
nience.  I  have  ufed  feveral  walhes  and  liniments  with 
fuccefs,  but  always  found  ftrong  mercurial  t  ointment 
the  moft  fpeedy  and  efficacious  remedy. 

5.  Prurigo  Scroti  J.  The  fcroturn  is  often  affefled 
with  a  troublefome  and  conftant  itching  from  afcarides 


*  Turner  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  page  159,  162.  Tulpius,  Obs.  Med. 
40.  Lib.  III.  Foresti  Op.  pag.  244. 

f  See  Lorry  de  Morb.  Cut.  pag.  570. 

X  Aet.  Tetrabibl.  IV.  2.  20. 
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within  the  re6lum,  or  from  friftion  by  violent  exercife  in 
hot  weather,  and  very  ufually  from  the  Pediculi  pubis. 
Another  and  more  important  form  of  the  complaint 
appears  in  old  men,  fometimes  connected  with  the 
Prurigo  podiqis,  and  referable  to  a  morbid  Hate  of  the 
fkin  or  fuperficial  glands  of  the  part.  The  fcrotum,  in 
this  cafe,  alTumes  a  brown  colour,  often  alfo  becoming 
thick,  fcaly,  and  wrinkled.  The  itching  extends  to  the 
Ikin  covering  the  penis  *,  more  efpecially  along  the 
courfe  of  the  urethra ;  and  is  very  troublefome  both 
by  day  and  night. 

The  medicines  recommended  in  the  Prurigo  podicis 
are  likewife  applicable  +  to  the  prefent  difeafe.  It’s 

obftinacy 

*  Avicenna,  Vol.  I.  pag.  9I8.  Cap.  23.  Serapion,  Tract.  V.  Halj'. 
Pract.  VIII.  4.  Plater  Observat.  in  Sup.  Corp  dolor.  Lib.  II.  pag.  501. 
Forest.  Obs.  Med.  8  &  9.  Lib.  XXVI. 

t  See  Aet.  Tetrab.  IV.  2.  20.  Si  PsorS.  sanata  pruritus  restat  aut  au- 
getur,  aut  scrotum  humore  destillat,  nitrum  cum  staphide  agresti  et  alu- 
mine  Viquido,  rosaceo,  et  aceto  dilutum  in  balneo  illinue  jubemvs ;  et  e 
balneo  ovi  candidum  cum  melle  imponere.  Si  verb  vehemens  et  intole- 
rabilis  est  scori  pruritus,  faec  aceti  sicca  cum  vino  madefacta  adhibetur 
eodem  modo  velut  praecedens  medicamentnm ;  iJJito  etiam  posted  ovi 
albumine.  Quod  si  amplius  adhuc  vim  ejus  augere  voles,  ustam  faecem 
accipies.  Idem  praestat  alumen  cum  melle  probe  coctum. 

Compare  Oribas.  IV.  94.  Paul.  .dEgin.  de  Re  Med.  Lib.  III.  C.  54. 
Avicenna,  Vol.  II.  p.  2516.  Alsaharav.  Tr.  XXII.  4. 
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obftinacy  is  however  in  fome  cafes  too  great  to  be 
eafily  palliated  ;  and  the  application  of  more  powerful 
remedies  becomes  requifite.  A  lotion  prepared  with 
corrohve  fublimate,  or  red  precipitate  diflblved  in 
lime-water,  has  generally  a  good  effeft  :  If  confiderable 
excoriations  have  been  produced  from  fcratching,  or 
otherwifc,  it  is  proper  to  apply  previoufly  fome  mild 
unguent,  till  the  cuticle  be  confolidated. 

6.  The  PauRiGO  pudendi  muliebris,  is  fomewhat 
analogous  to  the  Prurigo  fcroti  in  men  It  is  often 
fymptomatic  in  the  Lichen,  Lepra,  and  Scaly  tetter : 
it  likewife  originates  from  afcarides  irritating  the 
reflum,  and  it  is,  in  fome  cafes,  connefled  with  the 
fluor  albus. 

A  fimilar  affedion  arifes  in  confeqaence  of  the 
change  of  ftate  in  the  genital  organs  at  the  time  of 


The  following  prescription  is  in  the  Book  of  Secrets,  attributed  to 
Galen :  R.  cerussae  drachmas  vi.  sulphuris  citrini  drachmas  ii.  opii  drach- 
mam  i.  Terantur  omnia  cum  aceto  vini  aqu&  permixto,  et  appone  tribus 
yicibus. 

*  De  Gynseciis  Lib.  Galeno  attribut. 

Compare  Serapion,  Tr.V.  Cap.6.  Mesue,  Cap,  12.  pag.l34»  Alsaharav, 
Tr.XXlII.  Cap.6. 


Pechlini  Obs.  24. 


puberty. 
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puberty,  attended  with  a  feries  of  moil  diftreffing 
fenfations.  I  fhall,  however,  confine  my  attention  to 
one  cafe  of  the  diforder,  which  may  be  confidered.as 
idiopathic,  and.  which  ufually  affects  women  foon  after 
the  ceflation  of  the  catamenia.  It  chiefly  occurs  in  thofe 
who  are  of  the  phlegmatic  temperament,  and  inclined 
to  corpulency.  It’s  feat  is  the  labia  pudendi  and  en¬ 
trance  of  the  vagina:  it  is  often  accompanied  with 
an  appearance  of  tenfion  or  fulnefs  in  thofe  parts, 
and  fometimes  with  inflamed  itching  Papulae  on  the 
labia  and  mons  veneris.  In  this  difeafe,  the  itching 
is  perpetual  and  almoft  intolerable,  and  induces  the 
neceflity  of  conftant  friftion,  with  cooling  applications, 
fo.  that  the  patients  are  compelled  to  forego  the  plea- 
fures  of  fociety,  and  to  live  in  folitude.  An  excite¬ 
ment  of  venereal  defires  alfo  takes  place  from  the 
conftant  dire6l.ion  of  the  mind  to  the  parts  affefted,  as 
well  as  from  the  means  employed  to  procure  allevia¬ 
tion.  The  complicated  diftrefs  thus  arifing  renders 
exiftence  almoft  infupportable,  and  often  produces  a 
ftate  of  mind  bordering  on  frenzy. 

Profeflbr  Lorry,  under  the  article  Intertrigo  *,  has 
defcribed  this  calamitous  fituation  in  very  ftrong  terms : 

*  De  Morb.  Cutan.  p.  450. 

See  Avicenna,  L.  3.  Fen.  21.  Tract.  3.  c.  15. 

Pruritui 
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Pruritui  illi  turn  in  maribus  turn  in  foemmis  jungitur 
ardor  in  venerem  inexplebilis.  Mores  et  prascepta 
repugnant,  coercet  virtus  vivax ;  at  manus  indocilis  in 
has  partes  fertur,  fcalpendoque  malum  irritatur;  et 
animus  ipfe  in  partem  operis  venit  cum  artuum  tre- 
more  et  palpitatione.  Sedatur  vulg6  per  plurimas 
horas  malum,  tuncque  omnia  tranquilla  apparent;  at 
recrudefcit  per  paroxyfmos,  no£lu  potiffimum  afiiciens. 

Progrediente  malo,  partes  ad  afpectum  maculofae,  ma- 
ciilis  flavis  vix  fupr^  cutem  extantibus,  diftinctse  funt : 
Scrotum  omnino  rugofum,  (ut  et  labia  pudendorum  in 
foeminis),  et  tempore  paroxyfmi  prorfus  retractum. 
Erectio  penis,  et  libidinis  ardens  cupido  mentem  in- 
cendunt.  Partes  illae  non  eruptione  Lichenibus  fimili 
afficiuntur;  fed  epidermis  rugofa  olet,  et  alluitur  li- 
quore  unctuofo,  non  lintea  maculante,  non  digitis  ad- 
hserente,  fed  ad  fenfum  lubrico. — Longus  diuturnufque 
morbus  eft,  et  licet  juvenibus  caftifque  aliquo  modo 
ftepius  accidat ;  non  tamen  rarb  ilium  obfervafle  con- 
tigit  in  vetulis  et  anubus  ;  unde  utrique  fexui  pariter 
propudiofa  renovabatur  in  extreme  ill4  aetate,  circi 
partes  ulcerofas,  flagrans  libido,  non  durabilis,  non 
effeftibus  praedita,  fed  tarn  violenta  vi  nervos  concu- 
tiens,  ut  inde  acres  ipfa  mentis  obfeuraretur,  et  in 
deliramenta  conjicerentur  miferrimi  fenes,  ridentibus 
miniftris  delapfam  in  cineres  facem. 

Thefe  unpleafant  circumftances  do  not,  however, 
O  occur 
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occuf  in  every  cafe  of  the  diforder ;  and  Sennertus 
has  properly  diftinguifhed  it  from  the  Furor  uterinus'”'. 
DifFert  furor  uterinus  a  pruritu  uteri  feu  pudendi ; 
Pruritus,  enim  ifle  in  fenioribus  etiam  ortus,  fine  libi- 
dine,  et  veneris  appetitu  eife  poteft,  fi  fit  in  pudendis 
non  eo  loco  qui  venerei  appetitus  primaria  fedes  eft  : 
at  fi  fit  conjunclus  cum  appetitu  venereo,  faltem  fala- 
citatem  parat,  et  fceminas  libidinofas  facit  fine  furore. 
Lib.  IV.  p.  2.  fed.  3.  c.  5. 

Deep  ulcerations  of  the  parts  feldom  take  place  in 
the  Prurigo  pudendi  •,  "but  the  appearance  of  Aphthae 
on  the  labia  and  nymphas,  is  not  unufual.  From  in- 
tercourfe  with  females  under  thefe  circumftances,  men 
are  liable  to  be  affefted  with  aphthous  ulcerations  on 
the  glans,  and  infide  of  the  praeputium,  which  prove 
troublefome  for  a  length  of  time,  and  often  excite  an 
alarm,  being  miftaken  for  chancres.  They  may  how¬ 
ever  be  removed  by  frequently  waihing  the  parts  with 
milk  and  water ;  and  by  applying  at  bed-time  the  un- 
guentum  cerulTae  acetatse. 

Women,  after  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  often 
fuffer  greatly  from  the  Prurigo  pudendi,  attended 
with  Aphthae.  Thefe,  in  a  few  cafes,  have  been  fuc- 
ceeded  by  extenfive  ulcerations,  which  deftroyed  the 

*  See  also  Sauvages  De  NymphomaniS.  pruriginos^.  Etmuller,  De 
Morb.  Mulier.  tom.  I.  pag.  562*  Forest!  Op.  tom.  II.  pag.  704-  and 
Schenckii  Obs.  Med.  Lib.  IV.  pag.  552. 

nymphae. 
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nymphsE,  and  produced  a  fatal  hectic ;  fuch  inftances 
are  however  extremely  rare.  The  complaint  has,  in 
general,  fame  intervals  or  remiHions ;  and  the  Aphtha& 
ufually  difappear  foon  after  delivery,  whether  at  the 
full  time,  or  by  a  mifcarriage. 

Saturnine  lotions  afford  relief  in  the  (lighter  cafes 
of  the  Prurigo  pudendi,  but  cannot  generally  be 
depended  upon.  Saline  folutions  lime-water,  vine¬ 
gar,  and  oily  emulfions  prepared  with  fixed  alkali, 
have  alfo  a  temporary  good  effeft.  The  mofl  certain 
remedy  is  a  folution  of  corrofive  fublinaate  in  lime- 
water,  made  by  adding  half  a  fcruple  of  the  former 
to  eight  ounces  of  the  latter.  The  repeated  applica- 
.tion  of  it  every  day  has,  in  fome  cafes,  wholly  removed 
the  complaint.  It’s  ufe  muft  however  be  poftponed, 
when  there  are  rhagades  or  painful  hifures  of  the  Ikin, 
which  often  occur,  and  require  fome  immediate  pallia¬ 
tion.  On  this  head  mpft  of  the  chirurgical  writers 
have  given  very  copious  inftru£lions. 

Profeffor  Lorry  thinks  the  Prurigo  pudendi  may  be 
mofl  effedually  relieved  by  the  warm  bath  t,  or  by 

an 

*  A\umen  frixum  confert  pruritlbus  iiitrlnsecis  in  vulva  et  ano:  ponatur 
super  pannutn.  Avicen.  4. 7- 3. 7. 

f  Nihil  melius  est  balneis  tepidis  atgue  diluenlibus  cutem  fovere :  Si 
very  universal!  eprura  usui  aliguid  obstiterit,  saltern  semicupia  adhibere 
0  2  fas 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


an  application  of  the  fleam  of  hot  water.  He  adds 
fome  proper  cautions  againft  the  ufe  of  wine,  or  ftrong 
condiments  ;  as  alfo  againft  foft  feats,  and  down  beds, 
which  are  the  means  of  exciting  too  great  a  heat  in  the 
parts  affeded. 

I  have  employed  in  this  complaint  the  regimen  and 
internal  medicines  formerly  mentioned  under  the  ar¬ 
ticles  Prurigo  formicans'  and  Prurigo  podicis,  fome- 
times  with  fuccefs  :  but  I  am  forry  to  add,  that  the 
difeafe  has,  in  feveral  inftances,  proved  fo  inveterate 
as  to  refill  every  plan  hitherto  .^©^^mended  by  me¬ 
dical  authors.  ^ 


i^pie  Prurigo 
'  ^  me  by  Dr, 


The  following  obfervatj^s  “ 
pudendi  muliebris,  were  cb 
John  Sims. 

Having  had  frequent  oppQj^um^s  of  feeing  this 
“  complaint,  I  lhall  briefly  ftate  the  different  fources 
from  which  I  have  obferved  it  to  arife.  As  the 
**  itching,  in  fome  cafes,  affefls  only  the  parts  external 
**  to  the  labia,  and,  in  other  inftances  is  wholly  confined 
to  the  internal  pudendum,  it  feems  not  improper  to 
“  make  a  diflindion  between  the  external  and  internal 
Prurigo. 


fas  est,  aut  sedilla  cava  arte  facta,  quae  aqu&,  et  emollientibus  herbis  ira- 
pleveris,  undS  longa  sessione  pars  humectetur  penitils,  et  magna  acri- 
moniae  pars  cicuretur.  De  Morb.  Cutan.  pag.  574. 

See  Serapion,  Pract.  Tr.  V.  Cap.  7.  Alsaharav.  Tr.  XXII.  Cap.  4. 
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**  The  external  Prurigo  arifes  from 
“  1.  Want  of  cleanline/s ;  which,  in  grofs  and  cor- 
'  pulent  women,  occahons  a  chafing  in  the  groins,  or 
‘  wherever  the  folds  of  the  (kin  rub  on  each  other. 
^  An  acrimonious,  and  highly  fetid  difcharge  takes 
'  place  from  the  excoriated  parts,  which  have  a  livid 
'  appearance,  and  are  furrounded  by  an  eruption  of 
‘  inflamed  Papulae.  This  complaint,  though  appa- 
'  rently  formidable^  is  eafily  cured  by  frequent  walh- 
‘  ing  with  water,  or  foap  and  water ;  and  by  fprink- 
'  ling  on  the  excoriations  fuller’s-earth  or  cerufs 
'  powder. 

“  2.  Pediculi  pubis  are  more  frequently  the  caufe 
'  of  this  fpecies  of  Prurigo  than  might  be  fuppofed, 

'  for  they  bury  themfelves  in  the  Ikin,  and  being 
'  almoh  unknown  among  decent  perfons,  may  remain 
'  for  a  long  time  uhfufpedied,  Gnce  even  an  exami- 
’  nation  for  the  purpofe  will  fcarcely  detefl  them. 

'  They  are  ckiiefly  difcoverable  by  their  nits,  which 
'  may  be  feen  attached  to  the  bafes  of  the  hairs,  the 
'  infefis  themfelves  appearing  only  like  difcolou rations 
'  of  the  fkin. — Calomel  mixed  with  ftarch-powder,  and 
applied  by  a  down  puff,  fpeedily  deftroys  thefe  in¬ 
fers.  The  fame  application  continued  will  prevent 
the  nits  from  becoming  afterwards  troublefome. 

“  g.  Varices  of  the  veins  of  the  pubes.  This  ob- 
'  flinate  and  painful  complaint  does  not  feem  to  have 
been  noticed  by  any  writer.  It  produces  a  conftant 
itching,  great  tendernefs  or  forenefs  of  the  part, 

“  and 


102 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


“  and  fometimes  deep  ulcerations.  In  feveral  cafes, 
**  the  itching  has  been  much  relieved,  and  the  ulcera- 
“  tions  headed,  by  an  unguent  compofed  of  fperma- 
**  ceti  liniment  with  a  fmall  addition  of  nitrated  quick- 
“  lilver  *.  Ailringent  lotions,  applied  with  a  view  of 
**  ftrengthening  the  coats  of  the  veins,  did  not  feem  to 
**  produce  any  confiderable  effed. 

“  4.  An  eruption  of  fmall,  red  pimples,  with  a 
“  highly  inflamed  bafe.  The  eruption  is  accompanied 
“  with,  or  fucceeded  by,  a  drynefs  of  the  cuticle,  which 
**  cracks,  and  difcharges  an  acrimonious  ichor.  This 
**  form  of  the  external  Prurigo  is  the  moft  frequent  and 
“  troublefome  of  any.  After  trying  a  variety  of  appli- 
“  cations,  I  have  found  nothing  to  anfwer  fo  well  as 
“  the  liniment  above-mentioned.  Along  with  it,  I  have 
in  general  prefcribed  fmall  dofes  of  calomel  and  pre- 
**  cipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  and  fometimes  the 
**  decoSion  of  farfaparilla. 

The  internal  Prurigo  arifes  from 
“  1,  Afcarides.  I  have  frequently  known  thefe 
“  worms  lodged  in  the  vagina  as  well  as  the  reftum, 
and  produce  much  uneaGnefs.  Mercurial  and  aloetic 
“  purgatives,  with  injeftions  containing  calomel,  or 
“  corrofive  fublimate,  appear  to  be  the  moft  eflfedual 
means  of  removing  them. 

*  The  proportion  was  twenty  or  thirty  grains  of  the  hydrargyrus  ni- 
tratus  ruber,  to  an  ounce  of  the  linimentum  sperm,  ceti. 


2.  Vene- 
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”  2.  Venereal  warts  and  ulcers.  When  the  itching 
'  is  found  to  arife  from  a  fyphilitic  affefiion,  our  atten- 
'  tion  mutt  neceflarily  be  directed  to  the  cure  of  the 
‘  primary  difeafe.  I  have,  however,  obferved  fmall, 
‘  hard,  diftinft  tumours,  within  the  labia,  which  ulce- 
'  rated,  and  difcharged  a  very  fetid  matter,  being  not 
^  diftinguilhable  from  chancres;  yet  the  event  as  well 
‘  as  the  charafter  of  the  parties,  has  proved  that  the 
‘  ulcerations  were  not  venereal.  It  is  therefore  im- 
^  proper  to  decide  too  haftily  on  fuch  appearances, 
'  fince,  through  want  of  caution  in  this  refped,  the 
'  peace  of  many  worthy  families  may  be  unneceffarily 
'  difturbed. 

**  3.  Aphthae.  An  eruption  of  fmall,  white  fpecks, 
'  exaSly  refembling  the  Aphthae  in  the  mouths  of  in- 
‘  fants,  often  extends  overall  the  Ikin  within  the  labia 
‘  pudendi,  and  produces  much  uneahnefs.  I  have  ob- 
‘  ferved  this  complaint,  chiefly  in  pregnant  women ; 

^  and  have  in  general  removed  it  by  bleeding,  and  the 
‘  ufe  of  faline  purgatives. 

**  4.  Fungous  excrefcences.  In  fome  cafes  of  into* 
'  lerable  itching,  I  have  difcovered  a  little  fungous 
'  excrefcence  growing  within  the  meatus  urinarius 
'  on  the  removal  of  which  by  the  lunar  cauftic,  the 

*  complaint  has  been  prefently  cured.  They  were 
‘  probably  cafes  of  this  kind,  which  the  late  Dr. 

*  Hunter  cured  by  the  application  of  bougies.  I 
‘  have  obferved  a  fimilar  fungous  appearance  about 

*  the  entrance  of  the  vagina,  owing  perhaps  to  a  dif- 

eafe 
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'  eafe  of  the  carunculte  myrtiformes.  It  produced 
'  an  extreme  forenefs  of  the  part,  as  well  as  a  trou- 
'  blefome  itching,  and  proved,  in  fome  inftances, 

'  extremely  obftinate.  The  flighter  cafes  of  it  were 

■  relieved  by  diligent  wafhing  with  foap  and  water  ; 

'  and  by  applying  the  fperma  ceti  liniment,  with  about 
'■  a  lixteenth  part  of  red  nitrated  quickfilver. 

5.  Piles.  The  piles  occafion  a  violent  itching  about 
'  the  fundament,  which  frequently  extends  to  the  in- 

■  ternal  pudendum,  and  in  many  cafes  a  fimilar  vari- 

■  cofe  flate  of  the  veins  is  found  in  the  vagina.  In  this 
cafe,  I  have  prefcribed  with  advantage  the  ufe  of 

'  fulphur  internally,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  injeflions 
'  containing  vitriolated  zinc. 

*'  6.  Scirrhus.  The  Prurigo  pudendi  is  not  a  conftant 
'  fymptom  of  fcirrhus  in  the  womb,  but  I  have  known 
'  it,  in  fome  inftances,  accompany  that  calamitous 
'  malady. 

“  7.  In  the  above-mentioned  inftances,  the  caufes  of 
'  the  difeafe  are  eafily  afcertained  by  examination,  but 
'  cafes  fometimes  occur,  in  which,  without  any  manifeft 
‘  change  in  the  parts,  there  is  a  violent  itching,  accom- 
‘  panied  with  fo  high  a  degree  of  fenfihility,as  to  render 
‘  the  flighteft  touch  exquifitely  painful.  In  thefe  cafes 
‘  relief  may  be  obtained  by  a  deco6lion  of  white  poppy 
‘  heads  or  elder  flowers,  or  by  lotions  containing  a  large 
*  proportion  of  opium.  Anodyne  clyfters  at  bed-time 
‘  are  likewife  ufeful.  All  cold  and  aftringent  applica- 
tions  prove  injurious.” 


ORDER  IL 
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i  HE  fcGond  Order  of  Cutaneous  Difeafes  includes 
thofe  afFe6lions,  which  are  charaderized  by  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  Scales,  arifing  from  a  morbid  ftate  of  the 
cuticle,  as  fpecified  in  the  fecond  Definition^  The 
cuticle  is  not,  however,  the  only  feat  of  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  :  they  often  originate  from  indurated  Papulas, 
or  larger  elevations  of  the  true  ikin,  which  by  preflure, 
or  diftenfion,  injure  the  texture  of  the  cuticle,  and  pro¬ 
duce  thickened,  irregular  layers  of  it.  The  Scales  or 
Crufts,  thus  formed,  have  not  always  been  diftinguiflied 
from  Scabs  fucceeding  confluent  Puftules,  or  fuperficial 
Ulcerations,  whence  we  find,  in  medical  writers,  feveral 
diflirailar  difeafes  connefled  together.  1  fhall  endeavour 
to  avoid  fuch  inaccuracies  by  ftriftly  obferving  the 
fecond,  and  third  Definitions, 
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The  generic  difeafes  of  this  Order  are  Lepra,  Pforiafis, 
Pityrialis,  and  l6lhyofis. 

I.  By  the  term  LEPB^A,  I  mean  to  exprefs  the  com¬ 
plaint  fo  denominated  by  the  moft  accurate  of  the 
Greek  phyficians.  It  is  chara£lerized  by  fcaly  patches, 
of  different  fizes,  but  having  nearly  a  circular  form. 
I  have  obferved,  in  this  country,  three  varieties  of  the 
difeafe,  which  may  be  defcribed  under  the  titles  of 
Lepra  vulgaris.  Lepra  alphoides,  and  Lepra  nigricans. 

1.  The  Lepra  vulgaris  at  firft  exhibits  fmall,  dif- 
tinCl  elevations  of  the  cuticle,  which  are  reddilh,  and 
Ihining,  but  never  contain  any  fluid  ;  fee  PL.  VIII.  A, 
Their  furface,  when  examined  through  a  magnifying 
glafs,  appears  tenfe  and  fmooth;  within  twenty-four 
hours,  however,  thin  white  fcales  form  on  their  tops  *• 
After  three  or  four  days  the  fmall  elevations  are  flat¬ 
tened,  and  at  the  fame  time  dilated,  by  an  extenlion  of 
their  bafes,  to  the  fize  of  a  filver  penny,  as  at  B.  Thefe 

.  *  Nullus  est  qui  non  viderit  in  hominibus,  praeserlim  quos  sua  ad  spur- 
citiem  vit»  redegit  inopia,  similes  in  cute  nasci,  sine  bumoris  exitu,  tu- 
moresj  parvos  primum,  atque  pruriginosos,  et  tactui  asperos.  Lorry,  de 
Morb,  Cut.  p.  366. 

Compare  Willis  Pharmaceut.  Rational.  Cap.  VII.  Sect.  3.  etBlancard. 
Instit.  Chirurg.  C,  16. 


patches 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


107 


patches  continue  to  enlarge  gradually,  till  they  become 
nearly  of  the  fize  of  a  crown  piece.  They  always 
retain  a  circular,  or  oval  form,  are  covered  with  dry 
fcales,  and  furrounded  by  a  red  border.  The  fcales 
accumulate  on  them,  fo  as  to  form  a  thick,  prominent 
cruft,  C.  (DEF.  I.)  which  is  quickly  reproduced, 
whether  it  fall  off  fpontaneoully,  or  have  been 
forcibly  detached  *.  On  it's  removal,  the  furface  ap¬ 
pears,  through  a  magnifier,  to  be  porous,  and  irregular, 
or  wrinkled,  but  the  furrows  do  not  coincide  with  the 
lines  of  the  contiguous  found  cuticle. — The  eruption  is 
not.  attended  with  any  pain,  or  uneafinefs,  excepting  a 
flight  degree  of  itching,  felt  when  the  perfon  affefled 
becomes  warm  in  bed,  and  a  fenfation  of  tingling  upon 
any  fudden  change  in  the  temperature  of  the  atmo- 
fphere. 


*  Increscunt  sensim  et  ssepe  attolluntur  in  molem  lemse  leprosEe,  Si 
nimi^  vl  fuerint  evulssa,  sanguinem  ad  basiin  fundunt,  carnemque  (ut  cum 
veteribus  loquar)  sen  potids  basiin  cutis  sanam  et  rubellam  ostendunt,  ex 
qua  tamen  novae  crustae  mox  succrescunt.  Lorry,  de  Morb.  Cutan.  p,  366. 

See  Dr.  Falconer’s.  Accoi^t  of  the  Lepra  Graecorum ;  Memoirs  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  London,  Vol.  III.  p.  369. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  in  Dr.  Falconer’s  description  of  the  Lepra,  a 
pustular  disease  (Impetigo)  is  also  comprized,  which  is  said  “  to  appear 
on  different  parts  of  the  body,  in  the  form  of  itchy  pimples,  containing 
matter.”  These,  after  breaking,  discharge  a  thin  corrosive  humour,  by 
which  the  parts  are  sometimes  incrusted  over  as  with  a  rough  scaly  coat, 
not  unlike  the  bark  of  a  decayed  tree.”  Pag.  371- 
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This  fpecies  of  Lepra  fometimes  appears  firfl;  at  the 
elbow,  or  on  the  fore-arm,  but  more  generally  about 
the  knee.  In  the  latter  cafe,  the  primary  patch  forms 
immediately  below  the  patella,  as  at  E.  Within  a  few 
weeks,  feveral  other  fcaly  circles  appear  along  the  fore 
parts  of  the  leg  and  thigh,  increafing  by  degrees  till 
they  come  nearly  into  contaft.  The  difeafe  is  then 
often  ftationary  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time.  If 
it  does  advance  further,  it’s  progrefs  is  towards  the 
hip,  and  loins,  afterwards  to  the  fides,  back,  and  flioul- 
ders,  and  about  the  fame  time  to  the  arms  and  hands. 
In  a  great  number  of  cafes,  the  hairy  fcalp  is  the  part 
laft  affefled  * :  although  the  circles  formed  on  it  re¬ 
main  for  fome  time  diftinfl,  yet  they  finally  unite,  and 
cover  the  whole  furface  on  which  the  hair  grows,  with 
a  white,  fcaly  incruftation.  This  appearance  is  at¬ 
tended,  more  efpecially  in  hot  weather,  with  a  trouble- 
fom.e  itching,  and,  when  any  part  of  the  cruft  is  de¬ 
tached,  a  watery  difcharge  takes  place,  and  continues  for 
feveral  hours.  The  pubes  in  adults  is  fometimes  affefted 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  head  ;  and  if  the  fubjeft  be 
a  female,  there  is  ufually  an  internal  Pruritus  pudendi, 
as  has  been  already  obferved;  fee  pag.  95,  &c.  In  fome 

*  In  one  or  two  instances,  the  disease  began  at  the  occiput,  and  spread 
from  thence  over  the  scalp,  afterwards  gradually  extending  to  the  arms, 
body,  and  lower  extremities. 
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cafes  of  the  diforder,  the  nails,  both  of  the  fingers  and 
toes,  are  thickened, and  deeply  indented  longitudinally. 
Either  the  whole,  or  fome  part  of  each  nail  is  harder, 
and  more  prominent,  than  ufual.  Under  feveral  of 
them  alfo  may  be  obferved  one,  two,  or  three,  round 
yellowifli  fpecks,  which,  on  advancing  to  the  end  of  the 
fingers,  in  confequence  of  the  growth  of  the  nail,  will 
be  found  to  have  originated  from  a  depofition  of  curdly, 
febaceous  matter,  having  an  extremely  fetid  fmell. 

When  the  Lepra  extends  to  all  the  parts  above- 
mentioned,  it  becomes  highly  difgufting  in  it’s  appear¬ 
ance  *,  and  inconvenient  from  the  ftiffnefs  and  torpor 

*  Sejuncti  sunt  atque  separati  omnes  \sti  tumoves,  sed  etsi  sparsim  ap¬ 
parent,  si  magno  numero  cutim  occupant,  certe'  monstroso  aspectu  ter- 
j-ent. — Pruritus  enormis  basiai  et  intervalla  crustarum  ita  occupat,  ut 
noctem  insoranem  ducere  iis  necesse  sit,  aut  a  somno  expergefactis  e  Iccto 
prosilire.  Lorry. 

Dr.  Falconer  remarks,  "  It  is  often  very  uneasy  to  the  feeling,  and  even 
ratlier  painful ;  but  this  seems  to  arise  principally,  if  not  altogether,  from 
the  hardness  and  stiffness  of  the  skin,  which  renders  motion  troublesome. 
The  same  circumstances  causes  the  outside  of  the  skin  to  be  insensible  to 
slight  impressions  of  the  finger;  but  no  real  insensibility  of  the  part  af¬ 
fected,  or  of  those  adjacent  to  it,  has  been  observed.”  Pag.  370. 

The  violent  itching,  and  irritation  noticed  by  M.  Lorry,  does  not  take 
place  in  our  temperate  climate,  hut  is,  perhaps,  severely  felt  in  hot  coun¬ 
tries. 
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occafioned  by  it  in  the  limbs.  The  difeafe,  however, 
is  feldom  difpofed  to  terminate  fpontaneoufly.  It  con¬ 
tinues  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  for  feveral  years.  *,  or 
fometiraes  during  the  whole  life  of  the  perfon  affefted, 
not  being  apparently  connefted  with  any  diforder  of 
the  con/iitution  +. 

A  regular  diet,  with  an  appropriate  courfe  of  medi¬ 
cine,  a6ls  very  flowly  on  the  Lepra,  yet  will  at  length 
accomplifh  it’s  cure.  The  fteps  by  which  it  proceeds 
to  a  termination  are  as  follows.  Firfl,  the  incruflation 
feparates  from  about  the  centres  of  the  patches,  and  is 
no  longer  reproduced.  The  fcales  being  farther,  and 
farther  removed,  a  circle  of  red,  (hining  cuticle,  deeply 
indented,  appears  within  the  original  patch,  which  flill 
retains  a  broad,  hard,  fcaly  ring,  or  border,  as  at  D  D. 


*  In  toto  morboj  longissimo  quidem,  vix  varlationem  aliquai©  accipiunt 
phsenomena,  ita  ut  per  longam  annorum  seriem  in  eodem  statu  renianeant, 
donee  multiplicat^  materia  obstruantur  glandulae  lympbaticae,  cachec- 
ticique  tandem  atque  hydropic!  moriantur,  aut  tabe  pulmonali  absumantur 
legrotantes :  sed  pluribus,  sine  aliquo  incommodo,  ad  senectutem  usque 
propagalur  morbus,  saltern  in  pauperiore  hominum  genere,  quibus  ipsa  facit 
inopia  ut  auxilia  negligent,  dietam  aspernentur,  et  nullam  bonis  artibus 
fiduciam  adhibeant.  Lorry,  pag.  367. 

t  "  The  appetite,  sleep,  and  strength  of  the  patients  have  not  been  appa- 
rently  affected;  and  there  is  vdiy  rarely  any  thirst,  or  fever  attending  it.” 
Dr.  Falconer,  pag.  370. 
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This  border  continues  till  the  cuticle  "within  it  affume 
the  ufual  colour  and  texture.  It  then  gradually 
foftens,  and  the  cuticular  lines  being  extended  over 
it,  every  veftige  of  the  difeafe  is  erafed. 

There  are  fome  other  circumftances,  in  this  form  of 
Lepra,  which  merit  attention. 

1.  The  jfcaly  patches  are  generally  fituated  where 
the  bone  is  neareft  to  the  furface,  as,  along  the  fhin, 
about  the  elbow,  and  upon  the  ulna  in  the  fore-arm  ; 
on  the  fcalp,  and  along  the  fpine,  os  ilium,  and  flioulder- 
blades.  They  rarely  appear  on  the  calf  of  the  leg,  on 
the  flefhy  part  of  the  arm  and  thigh,  or  within  the 
flexures  of  the  joints. 

2.  The  Lepra  almoR  conRantly  affeds  both  Gdes, 
appearing  at  each  elbow  or  at  each  knee  about  the 
fame  time  and  extending  from  thence  along  the  limbs, 
in  a  fimilar  manner. 

3.  Though  frefh  patches  arife,  from  time  to  time,  in 
different  fituations,  there  is  no  alteration  in  the  (late 
of  the  parts  firft  affe6led,  as  happens  in  fome  other 
Cutaneous  Difeafes ;  but  when  the  complaint  is  about 
to  terminate,  all  the  patches  affume  a  favourable  ap¬ 
pearance  at  the  fame  time,  thofe  neareft  the  extre¬ 
mities  going  off  fomewhat  later  than  the  reft. 
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4.  The  incruftation  of  the  fcalp  (page  108,}  en¬ 
croaches  a  little  on  the  forehead,  and  temples ;  but  I 
have  never  yet  obferved  any  of  the  fcaly  patches  on 
the  cheeks,  or  chin,  on  the  nofe,  or  near  the  eye¬ 
brows. 

5.  When  the  extremities,  back,  loins,  and  head,  are 
all  at  the  fame  time  covered  wnth  dry  crufts,  it  might 
be  expeded  that  the  obftruction  of  the  perfpiration 
on  fo  large  a  furface  would  produce  difagreeable  con- 
fequences,  which,  however,  is  not  found  to  be  the 
cafe. 

The  tranflators  of  the  Arabian  phyficians  conftantly 
apply  the  term  Lepra  to  the  Elephantiafis  of  the  Greeks, 
whence  feveral  modern  authors  have  been  led  to  con¬ 
found  thofe  two  difeafes.  It  feems,  therefore,  proper  to 
mention  the  fymptoms  which  have  been  inaccurately 
transferred,  in  their  writings,  from  Elephantiafis  to  the 
Lepra  Graecorum.  Thefe  are,baldnefs  of  the  head,  dif- 
colouration  or  defiruction  of  thefmall  hairs  of  the  (kin, 
deep  ulcerations*,  fetid  fweatsf,  and  lofs  of  fenfation  in 

't 

*  Amat.  Lusitan.  cent.  II.  Tur;^i?,^h.  1  and  2.  Bartoldi  Prax.  Clin, 
p.  3.  Cap.  1.  Hafenreffer,  I.  1^  'Caroli  Musitani  deTumorib.  Cap.  22. 
^e^andi  Opere  Anatomiche^^’  IV.  articulo  11. 

t  Jul.  Pol  Cap.  25.  Sennertus,  Lib.  V.  p.  1.  Cap.  28. 
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the  parts  affected  *.  Several  writers  have  faid  that  the 
Lepra  ufually  terminates  in  Elephantiafis  i,  and  that 
it- is  an  incurable  malady  aflertions  contradicted  by 
experience. 

The  Latin  authors  have  not  given  an  accurate  de- 
fcription  of  this  fpecies  of  Lepra  :  Celfus  probably 
comprehends  it  under  the  generical  denomination 
Impetigo,  not  having  any  where' ertiployed  the  term 
L^ra; 

Hippocrates  fpeaks  of  Lepra  as  an  affection  merely 
fuperficial,  and  thinks  it  fhould  be  ranked  among 
external  blemifhes,  rather  than  among  difeafes  He 
was  further  of  opinion  that  it  affects  feme  internal 


*  Sauvages,  Nosolog.  Med.  de  LeprS,. 

t  Mercurialis,  de  Morb.  Cutis, -Lib.  II, -Cap.  5.  Dolaei  Encyclopsed. 
Chirurg.  Lib.  V.  Cap.  9.  Hollerii  Prax.  &c. 

J  Fernelii  Patbolog.  Lib:  VII.  Cap.  4.  Nullis  base  cedit  remediis ;  et 
de  ejus  curatione  vulgus  divos  implorare  solet.  Compare  Lommii  Obs. 
Med.  Lib.  II. 

§  Er»  Se  Toiavla  Bio-xo?  i*i*>Ao* ’i  Lib.  Heji  woSin'.  Pag.  525.  Ed.  Foes, 

See  Galen,  norayvyv,  Cap.  17. 


Q 
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furfaces  of  the  body,  particularly  that  of  the  bladder  *, 
but  he  had  perhaps  miftaken  for  leprous  fcales  a  flaky 
fediment  in  the  urine,  which  fometimes  appears  in 
difeafes  of  the  bladder. 

The  defcriptions  of  Lepra  in  Paulus  iEgineta,  and 
Actuarius,  nearly  anfwer  to  the  account  I  have  given 
of  it  above.  The  former  exhibits  a  comparative  view 
of  Lepra,  and  Pfora,  as  follows.  “  Both  thefe  dif- 
“  orders  are  characterized  by  a  roughnefs  of  the 

furface,  with  itching,  and  a  deliquefcence  of  the 
“  body,  which  originates  from  a  melancholic  humour. 
“  But  Lepra  affects  the  fkin  deeply,  in  circular  patches, 
“  and  throws  off  fcales  like  thofe  of  large  fifhes  ; 
“  whereas  Pfora  is  more  fuperficial,  and  varioufly 
“  figured,  and  throws  off  bran-like  fubftances  +. 

Actuarius,  under  the  head  of  External  Affections,  ob- 
ferves,  “  A  lefs  violent  difeafe  than  the  Elephantiafis 
“  is  Lepra,  {lighter  than  which  is  Pfora,  and  flighteft 


Lib.  V.  Epidem.  Sect.  3.  p.  1146.  G.Poes.  Compare  Galen.  Defioit. 
Med. 

f  Teraii  Tun  ira%»  r^a>j(y<rftoi  Tijj  virt<pa>naf  tnn,  ftih*  xviia’nB  xj  uwohiiiuf 

tK  t>i»  yuttru  i-xuV  AM*  h  ften  Atwja  Jia  CotSaj  irntt/xtlxi  to 

xvK?^olt(Ui,  ;*«!«  ro  aftirai  AiwiJbj’  >)  ^uga,  smvoMieltfit  iri»,  jj'  woi- 

itiXa?  terx’i/^alxTfim,  irilojwSjj  aftricrt  cti/wArt.  Ed.  Aldi.  IV.  2. 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


“  of  all  the  Lichenes.  But  the  Lepra  penetrates  deep, 
“  producing  circular  eruptions,  and  a  colliquefcence 
“  of  the  fle/h,  and  throws  off  fcales  (lepidesj,  from 
“  whence  it  alfo  derives  it’s  name,  whereas  the  Pfora 
“  is  more  fuperficial,  alTumes  diflPerent  forms,  and  only 
“  throws  off  certain  bran-like  fubftances :  a  roughnefs 
**  and  itching  of  the  fkin  is  common  to  both 


*  H77oy  y  xaxiay  /xila  Toy  E^lfay^*  tfiv,  nr  efia  Aw^^ycf*  AX\‘  n 

(tcty  Aiorj®  Ta  CaSaj  xvxXalt^  c^aySij^al*  stoib,  T*y*;  in:y1*)|«?  irajito;,  Xt- 

WiJa;  Tl  apiijo-ty,  ap'  «y  nmmfxa  (naS’  «7ii(  Ji*  ffotSej  Tyj?  Yoijaf  <tj 

J'i*fo{«s  ff;j>j^«Ti^o^eyij{,  •TtUv^uSti  Tiy*  afieiimi  a-ufxxlx — Koiyoy  a/x^oty  o  re 

0  Ky»i®(*os  T>i;  hf/xxroi.  Actuar.  de  Metli.  Med.  II.  11. 

It  is  not  easy  to  give  in  a  translation  the  precise  meaning  of  the  terms 
xjroTviet;  <ru/xx1o;,  and  fftyT>i|ei;  tragxof.  Both  these  expressions  seem  to  be 
merely  hypothetical.  The  former  is  supposed  to  denote  a  gradual  separa¬ 
tion,  or  deliquescence  of  the  morbid  humour  from  every  part  of  the  body, 
and  it’s  future  deposition,  in  the  form  of  scales,  upon  the  surface.  The 
latter  perhaps  extends  the  idea  still  farther,  and  implies  that  a  portion 
of  the  substance  of  the  flesh  is  dissolved  and  carried  off  with  the  melan¬ 
cholic  humour.  Galen  makes  a  similar  allusion  in  speaking  of  the  Li¬ 
chenes,  which  he  supposes  to  originate  from  salt  phlegm  and  yellow  bile. 

Hence,”  he  says,  "  the  scales  are  formed  on  the  skin,  as  happens  in 
"  vessels  containing  brine”,  referring  to  the  incrustation  made  by  the 
chrystalized  salt. 

T$nlxt  Ji  TO  yrtt$C!  mt  ^Xiy/*a7o;  a^jxv^s,  xa»  |ayS)!f,  tvOty  W5  itti  Tuy  ix^wy  ruy 

x»{a|*iw»,  of  way?®*  loti  Jij/*a7o5  *1  XunJif .  IsagOge,  Cap.  13. 

Compare  Aet.  Tetrabibl.  II.  Serm.  1.  Cap.  go.  Oribas. 

Synops.  VII.  30.  and  Paul.  JEginet.  De  Re  Medica,  Lib,  II.  Cap.4l. 
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Afchigenes  and  Aetius  likewife  obferve  that  Lepra 
is  rough  to  the  touch,  and  attended  with  itching ; 
that  the  Ikin  alone  is  affected  by  it,  whence,  upon 
excoriation,  the  flefh  underneath  is  always  found  in  a 
healthy  Hate;  that  Lepra  produces  large  fcales ;  whereas 
in  Pfora  there  is  only  an  appearance  of  bran-like  fubr 
fiances  on  the  fkin.  Aet.  Tetrab.  I.  Serm.  iv. 

It  is,however,to  be  obferved,that  feveral  of  the  Greek 
phyficians  ufe  the  term  Lepra  in  a  more  extended 
fenfe,  to  exprefs  every  Cutaneous  Difeafe  which,  in 
it’s  progrefs,  exhibits  any  appearance  of  Scurf,  Scales, 
or  thin  Scabs  :  thus  they  comprehend  under  it  the 
Lichcnes,  and  Pfora,  and  even  fome  forms  of  the 
Elephantiafis,  giving  to  it  the  fame  extent  of  hgnifica- 
tion  as  the  Romans  have  done  to  the  word  Impetigo. 
Galen  (De  Tumor.  Prsct.  Nat.  Cap.  13.)  implies  an 
affinity  between  Lepra  and  Elephantiafis,  where  he 
fays,  “  that  Lepra  is  properly  an  affedion  of  the  ikin 
“  alone,  fo  that  if  it  extend  to  the  flefh  and  to  the 
“  veins,  it  fhould  he  denominated  ^Carcinus  He 
mentions  alfo  two  cafes  in  which  Elephantiafis  was 


*  Elephantiasis  is  by  all  the'Ctreelc  physicians  considered  as  xat^xuot  •£» 
oAu  ra  a  carcinus,  or  caijcer  existing  in  the  whole  body.  .Compare 

Paul.  JEgin.  IV.  1.  Actuar.  Med.,  II.  1 1, 
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changed  into  Lepra*  by  a  particular  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment. 

I.  F.  Serapion,  the  Arabian,  (Breviar.  Tr.  V.  Cap.  4.) 
includes  under  a  generic  title,  Alkouba,  the  Lichen, 
Pfora,  and  Lepra  of  the  Greeks.  He  employs  a 
fpecific  term,  Albaras  nigra,  to  exprefs  the  Lepra, 
which  he  defcribes,  and  diftinguifhes  from  Pfora,  in 
nearly  the  fame  terms  as  Paulus  yEgineta  has  done. 
Compare  Haly  Abbas,  Theorice,  Lib.  VIII.  Cap.  16. 
Rhazes,  Lib.  VI.  Cap.  31.  Avicenna,  Lib.  II.  Fen.  7. 
Tr.  3.  Cap.  3. 

Avicenna  ufes  the  term  Albaras  nigra  in  a  fomewhat 
different  fenfe,  employing  it  frequently  to  denote  the 
rugged  and  fcaly  ftate  of  the  Ikin  in  Elephantiafis, 
Lib.  IV.  Fen.  3.  Tr.  3.  cap.  1.  and  Fen.  7.  Tr.  2.  cap.  g. 
— He  obferves,  however,  in  defcribing  the  Alkouba, 
which,  in  his  writings,  anfwers  to  the  Pfora,  and  Lepra 
of  the  Greeks,  that  **  there  is  a  Kouba  incrufted  from 
“  exceffive  drynefs,  and  unufual  depth,  which  is  like 


*  Galen,  Be  Simplic.  Med.  facult.  Lib.  XI.  atitV  Lib.  Be  Siibfignra- 
tione  Empirica.-— These  passages  relate  to  the  conversion  of  one  form  of 
Elephantiasis  into  anotberj  in  which,  according  to  Celsus,  Summa  cutis 
inasqualiter ,  crassa,  tennis,  dura,  niollisque,  quasi  squamis  quibusdaiu 
exasperatur.  Lib.  III.  Cap.  25. 
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“  the  black  Baras,  and  like  efchars.”  See  alfo  Alfa- 
harav.  Prad.  Tr.  XXXI.  Cap.  2. 

Of  modern  writers,  fome  arrange  this  difeafe.under 
Impetigo*,  fome  under  Scabiesf  or  Pfora;  and  feveral  of 
them;f  follow  the  nomenclature  eftablilhed  by  the  Latin 
tranflators  of  Arabick,  who,  as  was  before  obferved, 
make  Lepra  and  Barras  or  Elephantiafis  fynonymous. 
We  may  avoid  this  confufion  in  language,  by  always 
ufing  the  term  Lepra  to  fignify  the  complaint  fo  deno¬ 
minated,  by  the  beft;  Greek  writers,  which  has  a  more 
diftinfl  form,  and  charafler,  than  any  other  Cutaneous 
Difeafe. 

The  Lepra  is,  by  fome  writers,  faid  to  be  both  con¬ 
tagious  and  hereditary.  Mercurialis  in  particular  main- 


*  Fernelius,  Sennertus,  Langius,  Carolus  Musitanus,  Hoffman,  Willis, 
Blancard,  Lommius,  &,c. 

f  Fabr.  Hildanus,  Platerus,  Hafenreffer,  Corbeius,  Heurnius,  &,c. 

Hr.  Mead,  under  the  denomination  of  Lepra,  comprehends  the  Leuc^ 
of  the  Greek  writers,  although  they  have  carefully  pointed  out  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  those  two  diseases. 

J  Johan,  de  Gaddesden,  Arnaldus  de  Villa  Nova,  Gordonius,  Gilbertus, 
Gnido  de  Cauliaco,  Alphonso,  Paracelsus,  Schenkius,  Etmuller,  8ic. 

Guido  absurdly  derives  the  word  Lepra  a  Lupo,  vel  a  Lepore  nasi. 
Tract.  VI.  Doctr.  1.  Cap.  2. 
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tains  that  Lepra,  as  well  as  Elephantialis,  is  propagated 
by  contagion,  having  probably  adopted  the  opinion 
rerpefling  the  affinity  of  thefe  two  difeafes  *.  I  am 
convinced  by  clofely  attending  to  a  great  number  of 
cafes,  that  the  Lepra  vulgaris  is  not  contagious ;  but 
that  an  hereditary  predifpofition  to  it  exifts,  I  can 
readily  admit,  having,  in  feveral  inftances,  obferved  it 
to  be  thus  tranfmitted.  A  flow  pulfe,  or  a  languid  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  blood,  and,  what  mull  generally  be  con- 
nefled  with  it,  a  harlh,  dry,  impermeable  Hate  of  the 
Ikin  and  cuticle,  appear  to  conllitute  a  fundamental 
part  of  the  predifpofition.  The  morbid  effeds  of  fuch 
a  Hate  of  the  integuments  are  moll  likely  to  be  felt  in 
the  decline  of  life:  accordingly,  the  difeafe  is  of  more 
frequent  occurrence,  and  proves  more  inveterate  after 
the  age  of  forty,  than  at  any  earlier  period,  an  obferva- 
tion  made  long  ago  by  Hippocrates  and  Galen +. 

'The  fecondary  caufes  which  contribute  to  produce 
this  form  of  the  Lepra  have  not  been  fully  afcertained. 
Particular  kinds  of  diet,  as  dried  meats,  filh,  oatmeal, 


*  Lepra  omnis  tam  Graecorum  quam  Arabum  contagiosa  est.  Lib.  H. 
Cap.  5.  Sennert.  V.  1.  29.  Hoffmau,  tom.  I.  p.  202,  &c. 


t  Galen.  III.  Prognost.  28,  See.  Hippocrat.  Prorrbet.  Lib.  II.  sub.  fin, 
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and  fome  incongruous  mixtures  of  food,  arO  ufually 
mentioned,  but  not  on  fufEcient  authority.  At  leaft, 
the  difdrder  is  very  frequent  in  this  city  and  its  en¬ 
virons,,  where  the  articles  of  diet  above-mentioned  are 
but  little  ufed.  I  have  not,  upon  enquiry,  traced  any 
foundation  for  the  general  opinion,  that  Lepra  is  more 
prevalent  in  fifhing-towns  on  the  fea-coafl:,  than  in 
other  fituations.  Dr.  Willis,  who  has  adopted  this 
idea,  mentions  as  a  proof  of  it,  that  many  hoipitals 
were  formerly  built  in  Cornwall  for  the  reception  of 
the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  coaft,  who,  from  living 
entirely  on  filh,  were  much  affefted  with  this  difeafe  *: 
It  appears,  however,  from  other  authorities,  that  Dr. 
Willis,  in  this  inflance,  has  fallen  into  the  error  of 
thofe  who  confound  the  Lepra  Grascorum  with  the 
Elephantiafis  or  Arabian  Leprofy  (pag.  212),  for  which 
many  Hofpitals  or  Lazar-houfes  were  formerly  efta- 
blilhed  in  different  parts  of  Europe  f . 

The  only  occafional  caufes  of  the  Lepra  vulgaris  that 
I  am  able  to  point  out,  with  any  certainty,  are  expofure 
to  cold,  and  moifture  and  the  accumulation  of  fordes 

*  Willis  Op.  pag.  29.  4to. 

f  Turner,  on  Dis.  of  the  Skin,  p.  8. 

J  Dr.  Jackson,  Dermatopathologia,  pag.  135.  &  I49.  ' 
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on  the  fkin.  Thus  the  difeafe  frequently  affefts  bakers’ 
and  bricklayers’  labourers,  coal-heavers,  dufl-meiijlabo- 
ratory-men,  and  others,  who  work  among  dry,  powdery 
fubftances  *.  Labourers  in  the  metropolis  cannot  be 
very  attentive  to  perfonal  cleanlinefs,  as  they  have 
not  the  advantage  of  public  baths,  and  are  not  fuffi- 
ciently  fupplied  with  water  in  their  own  houfes.  It  is 
lingular  that  London,  the  moll  populous  city  of  Europe, 
Ihould  not  be  provided  with  any  extenlive  accommo¬ 
dation  for  bathing.  Till  this  defefl  be  remedied,  it’s 
inhabitants  mufl;  undergo  many  inconveniences,  and 
be  liable  to  many  diforders,  which  are  unknown  in 
warm  climates,  where  the  frequent  ufe  of  baths  has 
been  at  all  times  thought  indifpenfably  necelTary.  In 
the  principal  towns  of  antient  Greece  and  Italy,  there 
were  Balinea,  or  public  baths,  of  a  great  extent.  To 
fome  of  thefe,  men  were  admitted,  to  others,  only 
women,  a  trifling  fum  being  paid  to  the  attendants ; 
to  others,  perfons  of  the  lowefl  rank  had  accefs  without 
expence  t.  The  fame  pradice  is  continued  to  the  pre- 

fent 

*  See  "  Reports  on  the  Diseases  in  London,”  for  1800,  page  303. 

t  Plin.  Nat.  Hist.  Lib.  XXXVI.  Cap.  15.  L.  XXXIII.  12. 

Compare  Orlbas.  Med.  Collect.  Lib.  X.  Aet.  Tetrab.  I.  Serm.  3. 

PauJus  jEgineta,  after  enumerating  the  advantages  of  the  tepid  bath, 
R  observes 
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fent  time,  in  Greece,  Egypt,  and  Syria.  Antient  phy- 
ficians  confidered  the  balnea  to  be  of  fo  much  impor¬ 
tance  for  the  prefervation  of  health,  that  they  have 
carefully  tranfmitted  to  us  a  feries  of  obfervations 
refpetUng  their  utility,  and  the  mode  of  their  applica¬ 
tion.  Great  advantages  might  likewife  be  derived  from 
baths  in  our  climate  ;  it  is  therefore  to  be  'wiftied  that 
they  were  more  general,  and  of  more  eafy  aecefs  to 
the  lower  clafs  of  people :  the  frequent  ufe  of  them 
would  not  only  relieve  or  prevent  Cutaneous  com¬ 
plaints,  but  would  be  ufeful  in  a  variety  of  internal 
difeafes. 

2.  Lepra  alphoides.  In  this  form  of  Lepra,  the 
fcaly  patches  are  fmaller  than  in  the  Lepra  vulgaris ; 
they  alfo  differ  by  having  their  central  patts  a  little 
depreffed.  PL.  IX.  Fig.  i.  The  eruption  ufually 
begins  about  the  elbow,  with  diftind,  hard  protu¬ 
berances,  not  much  larger  than  Papulae,  and  of  a  dull 
red  colour,  Thefe  in  a  fhort  time  dilate  to  nearly 
the  fize  of  a  lilver  penny.  Two  or  three  days  afterward 
the  central  part  of  them  fuffers  a  depreffion,  within 
which,  minute  white  fcales  may  be  oblerved.  The 
furrounding  border,  however,  ftill  continues  to  be 
raifed,  but  it  retains  the  fame  fize  and  the  fame  red 

ebserves  that  “  it  is  equally  proper  for  men  and  women,  for  children  and 
"  old  people,  for  magistrates  and  private  citizens.”  Lib.  I.  Cap.  51. 
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colour  as  at  firft.  All  the  fore-arm,  and  in  many  cafes 
the  back  of  the  hand,  is  fpotted  with  fimilar  patches, 
which  feldom  become  confluent;  but  there  is  fome- 
times  a  white  incruftation  round  the  point  of  the  elbow. 
This  eruption  appears  in  the  fame  manner  upon  the 
joint  of  the  knee,  but  without  fpreading  far  along  the 
thigh  or  leg.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen  it  on  the 
trunk  of  the  body,  nor  on  the  face. — ^It  is  a  difeafe  of 
long  duration,  and  not  lefs  difficult  to  cure  than  the 
foregoing  fpecies  of  Lepra:  even  when  the  fcaly 
patches  have  been  removed  by  a  perfeverance  in  the  ufe 
of  fuitable  applications,  the  cuticle  remains  for  a  long 
time  red,  tender,  and  brittle;  but  the  fmall  hairs  of 
the  flcin  are  not  deftroyed,  nor  altered  in  their  colour, 
and  texture,  as  fome  authors  have  Hated:  (fee  page  112). 

The  exciting  caufes  of  this  complaint  are  nearly  the 
fame  as  thofe  of  the  Lepra  vulgaris.  It  chiefly  affe61:s 
women  and  children :  I  have  repeatedly  feen  it  in  thofe 
who  are  employed  to  drefs  flax,  hair,  or  feathers. 

The  Lepra  Alphoides,  above  defcribed,  feems  to 
have  been  ranked  by  the  antients  with  the  White 
Alphos  According  to  Galen  f ,  the  Alphos  is  a 

♦  Dr,  Burges,  Gulstonian  Lectures.  See  Hist.  Morbor.  Vratislavens. 
Ann.  1702.  p.  139. 

t  Isagoge,  &  De  Simp.  Med.  facult.  VX. 

R  2 
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{lighter  affection,  and  lefs  rough,  than  the  common 
Lepra.  He  further  obferves,  and  after  him  likewife 
Oribafius  and  Aetius,  that  this  difeafe  affefts  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  but  does  not  penetrate  into  the  flefh, 
and,  that  the  patches  appear  like  fcales  affixed  to  the 
fkin  *.  Celfus,  who  copies  fome  of  the  earlier  Greek 
writers,  has  given  a  defcription  of  the  Alphos  in  the 
following  terms,  vocatur,  ubi  color  albus  eft,  ferb 
fubafper  et  non  continuus,  ut  quaedam  quaft  guttae  dif- 
perfae  efle  videantur.  Interdum  etiam  latihs,  et  cum 
quibufdam  intermiffionibus,  ferpit +.  He  has,  how¬ 
ever,  clafled  under  the  fame  generic  title  (Vitiligo), 
the  Alphos,  and  another  difeafe,  termed  by  the  Greeks 
Leuce,  in  which  portions  of  the  Ikin  become  fmooth, 
white,  and  Ihining,  the  colour  of  the  hairs  upon  them 
is  changed  to  white  or  yellowilh,  and  the  mufcular  flcfti 
beneath  is  altered  both  in  it’s  colour  and  texture  J. — 

*  Tk;»  i  ysvEO-K  ijjLOnhf  er»  TJ)  Atvy.p  ^  rj)  Atitfa,  cv  jxtv  otvlm  oAs  mmi- 

Sviai  rm  TW  jSstSw,  oM\  tiriiroMs  Ta  Jtgfxalos*  5io»  XEirtJe?  Tifsj  £m5r£Er))y*irt»  o( 

AAipot,  ^.^VK0^  [ify  tx  <pXcynot\oi,  h  ix  yiy»0(*£»oi.  Galen,  de 

Sympt.  Causis,  Lib.  III.  Cap.  2. 

o'  h  AAtpoj  tOT«o^a^o^  triv,  «cr«  irjocrwtWJiyi  Tu  Jijixaii.  Aet.  Tetiab.  lV. 
1.  134. 

After  having  made  the  above  observations,  do  these  authors  consistently 
state  that  Lepra  differs  from  Alphos  in  being  rough  and  without  itching? 

f  De  Medicina,  Lib.  V.  Cap.  28. 

J  Aetius,  ex  Galeno  et  Archigine,  De  Leuce,  et  De  Lepr&,  Tetrab.  IV. 
Serm.  1.  Cap.  133-4. 
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Hippocrates  feems  to  diftinguifli  the  Leuce  from  the 
Alphos.  He  obferves  that  the  latter  fliould  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  external  blemifh,  rather  than  a  difeafe 
but  he  fpeaks  of  the  Leuce  as  a  diftemper  of  the  moli 
fatal  kind  +.  Celfus  himfelf  makes  the  fame  diftinc- 
tion :  et  M^a;,  in  quibufdam,  variis  temporibus 

oriuntur,  et  defmunt ;  Ast-x^  quern  occupavit,  non  facile 
dimittit.  The  latell  Greek  authors  maintain  the  iden¬ 
tity  of  the  Alphos  and  Leuce,  obferving  that  the  Alphos 
fometimes  penetrates  beneath  the  furface,  and  whitens 
the  hairs  on  the  parts  aflFeftedJ. — We  may  therefore 
conclude  that  the  Greeks  exprelfed,  by  the  term  White 

*  De  AfFectionib.  Sect.  5.  See  above,  pag.  113. 

•V  Prorvlaet.  Lib.  II.  ad  finem. 

riyotlou  St  Afvy.cti  fAty  m  tut  SnemruScj-alut  toff-tifAccIut,  Siot  i  tmt6(  i 

xa^tojAtyt;. 

Compare  Galen,  Isagoge,  Cap.  13, .  who  likewise  observes  that  the 
Lichenes,  Alphos,  Psora,  and  Lepra,  may  be  cured  without  much  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  by  nearly  the  same  plan  of  treatment.  De  Simpl.  Med.  Facult, 

Lib.  xr.  6. 

J  Aiux*!  St  TT^o;  TS?  toy  cevltt  ^oyo^'  it  at  Atn^at  wgoj  raj  Vu^ui'  at  lAct  yug 

Aivxat  TO  5r^E0>  Sta  xai  tat  ixst^tv  toiavlat  orjo^aMoflai'  oi  Se 

e|  Esruro^yj  act'  etr&’  oti  Ss  kJ  avloi  ir§ojS«i»oi!lf;  Sia  ^osSas  p^a^acri,  at  Ta;  ^fxat 

Paul.^g.  Lib.lV.  C.,6.  &  Actuar.II.23.  MS,  inSoc.  Med. Londinens. 
Bibliothec. 

Alphos, 
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Alphos,  two  different  appearances,  one  of  which  pre¬ 
ceded  the  Elephantiafis,  the  other  being  connefted 
with  Lepra.  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  a  fufficient 
diilin61:ion  by  arranging  the  latter,  with  an  altered  de¬ 
nomination,  under  it’s  proper  genus. 

Moil  of  the  Arabian  phyficians  exprefs  the  White 
Alphos,  and  the  Leuce,  by  the  terms  Alauzah  (or 
White  Albohak),  and  White  Albaras,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  the  difeafes,  fo  denominated,  only  differ  in  degree, 
or  extent.  Alfaharavius,  apparently  anxious  to  com¬ 
prize  in  his  work  all  the  obfervations  of  preceding 
writers,  has  diftinguiflied  three  varieties  of  Albohak 
the  black,  the  white,  and  the  clayey  :  the  laft  of  them 
coincides  with  the  fcaly  Alphos  of  the  Greeks,  or  the 
Lepra  alphoides  above  defcribed. 


*  This  term  is  rendered  Morphea  by  those  who  have  translated  the 
■works  of  the  Arabian  physicians  into  Latin. 

Morphem  sunt  tres  species ;  una  est  quae  similatur  terrae,  alia  nigra,  et 
alia  alba.  Quae  similatur  terrae  fit  dubbus  modis ;  quia  aut  erit  cum  efi 
pruritus,  et  resultabunt  ex  eo  squamae  similes  furfuribus  tritici,  aut  erit 
plana,  sine  pruritu,  et  aeqnalis  cutis  corporis  superficiei:  apparet  in  aestate 
vel  quando  ingreditur  quis  aquam,  vel  exponit  se  soli;  et  haec  species 
facilis  est  curationis.  Alsaharav.  Tract.  XXXI.  Cap.  3. 

Compare  Serapion,  Tract.  V.  Cap.  5.  and  Avicenna,  Lib.  IV.  Fen.  7'. 
Cap.  9,  10,  who  remarks  that  the  terms  Alauzah  (Alguada),  and- White 
Bohak,  are  synonymous. 
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3.  The  Lepra  nigricans  does  not  much  diflFer 
from  the  Lepra  vulgaris  with  re/peft  to  it’s  form  or 
diftribution.  The  moft  ftriking  difference  is  in  the 
colour  of  the  patches,  which  are  dark,  and  livid,  as 
reprefented,,  PL.  IX.  Fig.  2.  They  appear  firft  on  the 
legs  and  fore-arms,  extending  afterwards  to  the  thighs, 
loins,  neck,  back,  and  hands.  Their  central  part  is 
not  depreffed  as  in  the  Alphos.  They  are  fomewhat 
fmaller  than  the  patches  of  the  Lepra  vulgaris,  and  have 
a  livid  or  purplifli  border.  The  fkin  likewife  appears 
of  a  livid  colour  through  the  fcaly  incruilations,  which 
are  feldom  very  thick.  It  is  further  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  fcales  are  more  eafily  detached  than  in  the 
other  forms  of  Lepra,  and  that  the  furface  remains 
longer  excoriated,  difcharging  lymph,  often  with  an 
intermixture  of  blood,  till  a  new  incruftation  forms, 
which  is  hard,  brittle,  and  irregular.  This  complaint 
is  particularly  troublefome  when  it  covers  the  fcalp. 

The  Lepra  nigricans  affefls  foldiers,  failors,  fculler- 
men,  ftage-coachmen,  butchers,  brewers’  labourers,  and 
others,  whofe  occupations  are  attended  with  much  fa¬ 
tigue,  and  expofe  them  to  cold  and  damp,  and  to  a  pre¬ 
carious,  or  improper  mode  of  diet. — Women  habituated 
to  poor  living,  and  conftant  hard  labour,  are  alfo  liable 
to  this  difeafe. 


A  foldier 
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.  A  foldier  in  the  guards,  during  the  aflive  campaign 
of  1794,  in  Flanders,  obferved  on  his  fore  leg,  above 
the  knee,  and  in  the  palms  of  his  hands,  fmall  fcaly 
circles,  furrounded  by  a  purpliih  border.  Some  of 
thefe  increafed,  within  a  month,  from  the  hze  of  a 
hxpence  to  that  of  a  half  crown  piece.  Other  fimilar 
patches  appeared,  in  fucceffion,  on  his  arms,  on  the 
fore-part  of  the  neck,  on  the  thighs,  loins,  and  back. 
They  were  very  fore,  and  tender,  and  were  kept 
bleeding,  or  difcharging,  in  confequence  of  the  violent 
exercife  he  was  obliged  to  take.  He  fir/l  obferved 
them  in  Oflober,  after  a  long,  fatiguing  march,  in  which 
the  men  of  his  detachment  had  been  obliged  to  deep  in 
the  open  air.  About  fix  weeks  afterward,  he  was  taken 
to  a  temporary  hofpital  in  Holland,  being  affefted  with 
a  violent  Fever,  which  fpread  among  the  troops  by 
contagion.  He  was  brought  over,  while  yet  in  a  deli¬ 
rious  date,  to  the  York  Hofpital  at  Chelfea,  where  he 
recovered  from  the  Fever  in  two  or  three  weeks,  but 
nearly  loll  the  fight  of  his  right  eye.  When  he  firll 
came  to  me,  March  24th,  1795,  the  central  parts  of  the 
patches  were  red,  and  without  fcales,  the  furrounding 
borders  being  livid.  Around  the  red  centre  of  every 
patch,  there  was  a  femitranfparent  incruftation,  through 
which  the  livid  colour  of  the  fkin  was  vifible.  April 
24th,  I  faw  this  patient  a  fecond  time.  No  alteration, 
he  faid,  took  place  in  the  cutaneous  complaint  after 
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the  Fever.  Some  of  the  firft  patches  on  his  arms,  neck, 
&c.  were  fcarcely  difcernible ;  but  frefh  ones  of  the 
ufual  form,  and  colour,  had  appeared,  from  time  to 
time,  in  other  places.  The  fridion  of  his  gaiters  re¬ 
moved  the  fcales,  and  left  his  legs  almofl;  conftantly 
fore,  and  bleeding,  in  confequence  of  which  he  was 
difcharged  from  military  fervice. 

I  obferved  in  two  perfons,  who  came  from  India 
affeded  with  the  Lepra  nigricans,  that  the  patches  fuc- 
ceflively  ulcerated,  but  at  length  healed  fpontaneoufly 
with  a  concave  though  not  a  very  deep  cicatrix. — An 
account  of  the  Lepra,  as  it  appears  in  a  hot  climate,  is 
yet  wanting  in  medical  fcience. 

In  the  Venereal  difeafe,  circular  patches  fometimes 
appear,  which  refemble  thofe  of  the  Lepra  nigricans  in 
fize  and  colour,  but  which  are  not  incrufted.  The 
drynefs,  and  harflinefs  of  the  fkin,  fo  remarkable  in  the 
Lepra  vulgaris  and  alphoides,  do  not  occur  in  the  ve¬ 
nereal  Lepra,  it’s  patches,  when  fomewhat  advanced, 
being  as  foft  and  pliable  as  other  parts  of  the  flcin. 
*  It  is,  however,  proper  to  obferve  that  every  patch 
originates  from  a  fmall  hard  reddifli  protuberance, 
PL.  X.  A.  A.  As  this  gradually  dilates,  the  increafe  of 


*  J. -Pearson,  surgeon. 
S 
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it’s  circumference  is  not  attended  with  an  increafing 
elevation  at  the  center;  on  the  contrary,  the  fides  of 
the  patch  are  fomewhat  raifed,  and  the  central  part  of 
it  appears  a  flat  furface  covered  with  thin,  white  fcales, 
B  B  B.  The  patches  are  generally  diflinCl,  and  at  a 
di/lance  from  each  other :  I  have  feldom  feen  any  of 
them  exceeding  the  fize  of  a  Ihilling;  yet  it  is  probable 
they  might  acquire  a  greater  magnitude,  if  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe  were  not  early  arrefled  by  the  ufe 
of  mercury.  When  the  conftitution  is  under  the  full 
influence  of  this  remedy,  thelides  of  the  patch  Ihrink, 
and  become  paler  C.  C.  C.;  the  centre  is  alfo  deprefled 
D.  D. ;  but  the  defquamation  proceeds  flowly ;  and  the 
difeafe  cannot  be  removed  without  a  perfeverance  in 
the  courfe  for  fix  or  eight  weeks.  A  circular  red  fpot 
ufually  appears  for  fome  time  in  the  place  of  every  de¬ 
clining  patch,  and  a  minute  fliallow  depreflion,  like  a 
cicatrix,  is  left  at  the  centre  ;  but  no  permanent  difco- 
louration  of  the  fkin  remains,  as  in  fome  other  cafes. 
The  Leprous  form  of  the  Syphilis  takes  place,  like 
other  venereal  eruptions,  at  very  different  periods  after 
infection,  in  different  cafes.  If  no  medicines  were 
employed,  it  would  at  length  terminate  in  ulcerated 
blotches. 

The  Lepra  nigricans  is  probably  comprized  under 
the  denominations  of  Black  Alphos  (Melas),  and  Black 
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Albohak,  in  the  writings  of  ancient  authors.  On  com¬ 
paring  their  accounts,  we  Hnd  that  fome  of  them  repre- 
fent  the  Black  Alphos  as  fmooth  and  {hining  like  the 
Leuce,  while  others  alfert  that  it  is  rough  and  fcaly*. 
By  this  inaccuracy  relpecting  the  Black  as  well  as  the 
White  Alphos,  page  125-6,  they  have  led  fucceeding 
writers  to  conjoin  the  Lepra  and  Elephantiafis,  difeafes 
generically  different. 

In  the  treatment  of  Lepra,  the  Greek  phyficians 
always  premifed  bleeding  and  ftrong  purgative  medi¬ 
cines  ;  but  they  feem  to  have  depended  chiefly  on 
external  applications,  fuch  as  alum,  fulphur,  nitre, 
lupines,  cabbage  leaves,  elm  bark,  the  dung  of  goats, 
mice,  and  foxes,  human  urine,  and  the  gaW  of  bears. 
They  likewife  ufed  feveral  vegetable  and  mineral  fub- 
ffances,  which  had  a  corroGve  or  veficating  quality,  as 
hellebore,  colophonia,  the  roots  of  white  lily,  onion, 
bryony,  alphodel,  ranunculus,  and  anemone,  the 
feeds  of  muftard  and  horfe  radilh,  quicklime,  vitriol, 
&c.  Remedies  of  this  kind,  or  even  blifters,  are, 
however,  found  to  have  only  a  temporary  effed,  their 


*  See  Aet.  Tetrabl.  IV.  Serm.  i.  Cap.  131.  T.  F.  Serapion,  Breviar. 
Tract.  V.  Cap.  4.  Haly  F.  Abbas,  Theotice,  Lib.  VIII.  Capital.  l6.  Avi¬ 
cenna,  Lib.  IV.  Fen.  vii.  Tr.  2.  Cap,  9. 
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operation  being  foon  fucceeded  by  a  reproduction  of 
the  fcaly  crufts. 

Liniments  compofed  of  tar,  or  of  fome  mercurial 
preparations,  have  been  much  employed  both  in  an¬ 
cient  and  modern  practice ;  but,  I  think,  frequent 
bathing,  or  wafhing,  is  the  external  remedy  moft  ad¬ 
vantageous  in  the  two  firft  fpecies  of  Lepra*.  Dr. 
Willis,  from  fome  theoretical  notions  f,  was  averfe  to 
warm-bathing,  or  the  external  ufe  of  any  mineral  wa¬ 
ter  :  I  am,  however,  well  alTured  that  the  Sulphureous 
waters  of  Harrowgate,  Croft,  and  Moffat,  whether 
applied  externally  or  internally,  prove  very  ufeful 
in  the  Lepra.  Much  advantage  may  alfo  be  derived 
from  baths  prepared  with  a  folution  of  alcalized  ful- 
phur,  and  marine  fait. 

*  See  Aet.  Tetrabibl.  I.  Serm.  iii.  Cap.  167. 

f  Balnea  sulphurea,  turn  naturaVia,  turn  artlficialia  minus  conveiiire, 
itnb  priora  saepids  officere,  crebra  experientia  deprehenditur :  quinetiam 
Balneatio  quaecunque  caute  adtnoddin  adbiberi  debet;  nam  quatenus  ad- 
ministratio  hsec  sanguinem  exagitat  et  efFervefacit,  crasin  ejus  plus  dis- 
solvere,  et  corrupteJas  in  cutim  uberiis  suffundere  periclitatur.  Willis  de 
Medicamentorum  Operatione,  Sect.  iii.  Cap.  7. 

His  censure  on  the  Bath  waters  is  verysevere. — Novi  plures  baud  gra- 
viter  impetiginosos  Bathoniam  nostram  ad  balneandum  in  aquis  calidis 
profectos  inde  prorshs  leprosos  rediisse. 
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Dr.  Falconer’s  remarks  on  the  ufe  of  the  Bath  waters, 
in  this  complaint,  deferve  attention.  He  fays,  “  The 
method  in  general  purfued  is,  to  order  the  patients 
to  bathe  twice  or  thrice  a  week,  according  to  their  age, 
llrength,  and  other  circum fiances.  This,  after  a  few 
times  trial,  commonly  caufes  an  abatement  of  the  itch¬ 
ing,  and  an  incipient  defquammation  of  the  leprous 
eruption,  and  of  confequence  renders  the  fkin  fofter 
and  more  pliable.  This  courfe  is  accompanied  with  a 
direflion  to  drink  the  waters,  which  at  a  medium  are 
taken  in  the  quantity  of  about  a  pint  daily,  and  are 
thought  thus  to  fecond  the  good  eflfe6ls  of  the  bath,  by- 
promoting  an  eafy  and  gentle  perfpiration.  If  the 
amendment  appears  to  proceed  according  to  expefta- 
tion,  no  other  medicines  are  given,  but  occafionally 
fuch  as  are  opening,  if  the  body  be  coflive 

*  "  The  whole  number  of  persons  admitted  into  the  Bath  hospital  for 
this  disease  in  the  space  of  four  years,  viz.  from  June  12,  1775,  and  their 


state  when  discharged  was  as  follows : 

Whole  number  admitted  -  --  --  ..35 

Of  whom  were  cleansed  -  .52 

Much  better  -  £4 

Died  of  the  Small-pox  -  1 

Irregular  in  behaviour,  and  discharged  without  a  sufficient 

trial  of  the  waters  _______  q 

State  in  which  they  were  discharged  omitted  in  the  Jlegister.”  4 
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Bathing  in  fea-water  may  be  mentioned  as  a  certain 
auxiliary  in  the  cure  of  Lepra.  It  is  ufual,  and  feems 
proper,  firfl;  to  ufe  a  bath  of  warm  fea-water,  till  the 
Ikin  be  foftened,  and  the  fcaly  incruftations  removed  ; 
after  which  a  cure  is  foon  obtained,  efpecially  in  young 
peribns,  by  bathing  in  the  open  fea  *.  As  the  difeafe 
is  apt  to  recur  in  winter,  or  in  fpring,  the  fame  plan 
maybe  requifite  for  feveral  fucceflive  fummers ;  but 
I  have  known  it,  by  perfeverance,  finally  eradicate  the 
complaint, 

A  fimple  warm  bath,  with  moderate  fri6lion,  like- 
wife  contributes  to  remove  the  fcales  and  to  produce 
a  foft,  red  Ikin,  which,  in  time,  regains  the  ufual  colour 
and  texture.  This  plan  is  fufficient  in  the  High  ter  cafes 
of  Lepra,  without  the  ufe  of  internal  remedies.  If  the 
difeafe  affefls  the  extremities  only,  bathing  the  whole 
body  is  not  necelTary;  it  may  be  enough  to  apply 
fteam,  or  warm  water,  frequently  to  the  difordered 
parts. 

Of  the  mercurial  preparations  employed  externally 
(Page  130},  fublimate  (hydrargyrus  muriatus)  diffolved 
in  fpirit  of  wine,  and  the  unguentum  hydrargyri  nitrati, 
feem  moft  efficacious  in  reftoring  the  cuticle  after  the  le- 

*  Russel,  De  Aquae  Marinae  usu,  Pag.  37. 
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prous  crufts  are  removed:  I  do  not,  however,  think  the 
latter  preferable  to  the  tar-ointment  which  Dr.  Willis, 
and  others,  have  recommended.  This  may  be  ufed  in 
the  forms  mentioned  by  Dr.  Willis*,  or  as  prepared  in 
the  London  Diipenfatory.  It  Ihould  be  well  rubbed 
up«n  the  parts  affefled  every  night,  and  carefully 
waihed  off,  the  following  morning,  with  warm  water, 
or  with  a  flight  alcaline  lotion.  Befides  removing  the 
fcales,  and  foftening  the  ikin,  it  has  a  powerful  effed 
in  allaying  that  troublefome  itching  which  often  attends 
the  difeafe. 

Refpefling  the  internal  remedies  ufually  direfted  at 
prefent,  in  cafes  of  Lepra,  I  have  had  occafion  to  make 
the  following  remarks : 

ifl:.  That  antimonials,  fulphur,  and  nitre,  have  not 
alone  any  confiderable  efficacy. 

2dly,  That  decoftions  of  emollient  herbs,  of  guaia- 
cum-wood,  farfaparilla  t,  mezereon,  or  of  elm-bark  J, 
which  have  been  recommended  as  fpecifics,  by  no 
means  deferve  that  charader. 

*  Vt  illis,  De  Medic.  Operat.  pag.  294. 

f  Sennertus,  Lib.V.  1.28. 

J  Dr,  L^’sans. 
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3dly,  That  calomel,  hydrargyrus  calcinatus,  pilulse 
hydrargyri,  or  mercurial  friflions  applied  fo  as  to  pro¬ 
duce  falivation,  do  not  remove  the  difeafe.^Tjie  only 
preparation  of  this  mineral  which  makes  any  confi- 
derable  imprefhon  on  the  Lepra,  is  the  fublimate  or- 
hydrargyrus  muriatus  The  fpirituous  folution^pf 
it  in  fmall  dofes  continued  for  a  length  of  time,  proves 
very  ufeful ;  and  it’s  operation  may  be  promoted  by 
giving  at  the  fame  time  an  antimonial,  with  any  of  the 
decotlions  above  mentioned. 

4thly ,  That  the  nitrous,  and  muriatic  acids,  lately 
recommended  in  obftinate  cutaneous  eruptions,  though 
fuccefsful  in  fome  cafes  of  Lepra,  have  been  given  in 
other  cafes  for  three  or  four  fucceffive  months,  without 
any  manifeft  advantage.— I  have  obferved,  on  the 

*  “  The  acrid  mercurial  preparations  have  been  much  in  use  in  this 
disease.  The  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate,  both  that  in  water,  and 
that  in  spirits,  have  been  given,  and  continued  a  long  time,  and  joined 
with  decoction  of  the  woods,  and  of  sarsaparilla.  1  am  inclined  to  think 
some  considerable  advantage  must  formerly  have  been  believed,  at  least, 
to  have  been  produced  by  the  use  of  such  preparations,  as  the  name  of 
guttae  ad  Lepram  was  affixed  to  a  solution  of  this  kind  in  the  old  Pharma¬ 
copoeia  of  the  Hospital,  and  I  have  been  told,  by  persons  whose  obser¬ 
vation  I  could  not  but  respect,  that  in  some  obstinate  cases  they  had  seen 
much  advantage  from  such  a  course  continued  for  some  time.  I  cannot 
however,  affirm  the  same  from  my  own  experience,  though  I  do  not 
mean  to  deny  it  altogether."  Dr.  Falconer,  p.  375. 
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whole,  more  beneficial  efFeds,  in  this  difeafe,  from  a 
medicine  of  an  oppofite  quality,  the  cauftic  alcali,  or 
aqua  kali^ri  of  the  London  Difpenfatory.  The  dofe 
of  it  may  be  twenty,  or  thirty  drops,  to  be  given  . thrice 
a  day,  in  a  cupful  of  any  mild  fluid. 

■ 

In  obftinate  cafes  of  Lepra  I  have  ufed  with  fuccefs 
the  mineral  folution  recommended  by  the  late  Dr. 
Fowler  *.  The  dofes  he  prefcribes  are  larger  than  is 
neceffary,  and  may  prove  injurious  in  cafes  requiring 
a  frequent  repetition  of  the  medicine.  It  may,  how¬ 
ever,  if  cautioufly  adminiftered,  be  taken  not  only 
with  fafety,  but  with  the  greatefl  advantage.  My  ex¬ 
perience  is  confirmed  by  that  of  Dr.  Girdleflone,  phy- 
fician  at  Yarmouth,  who  has  kindly  tranfmitted  the 
following  obfervations  on  the  fubject. 

«  After  having  often  fuccefsfully  employed  the  mi- 

*  His  prescription  is  as  follows : 

K.  Arsenici  alb.  in  piilv.  subtiliss.  triti. 

Kali  pp‘‘.  aa  gr.  64. 

Aquae  fontan.  distillat.  Ib.  fs. 

Immittantnr  in  ampnllam  Florentinam,  qua  in  balneo  posita,  aqua  lente 
ebulliat  donee  arsenicum  perfect^  solutum  fuerit:  solutioni  frigidae  adde 
Spir.  Lavend.  co.  unc.  fs. 

Aquae  font,  distillat.  lb.  fs.  plils,  miniis,  aded  ut  solutionis 
mensura  lb.  j  accurata  sit,  vel  potius  pondere  (Troy  weight)  unciae 
quindecim  cum  dimidi^. 
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neral  folution  in  mefenteric,  and  other  fcrofulous  affec¬ 
tions,  I  made  trial  of  it  in  feveral  cafes  of  Lepra, 
Lichen,  Prurigo,  Tinea  capitis,  &c.  &c.,  ^It  feldom 
failed  to  remove  thefe  complaints,  but  I  thought  it  moft 
efficacious  in  the  Lepra.  I  have  generally  prefcribed 
the  folution  at  firft  in  very  fmall  quantities,  and  n||ver 
perfifted  in  a  dofe  which  was  produ6live  of  any  incon-, 
veniency.  Five  or  fix  drops,  taken  three  times  a  day, 
will  be  the  largeft  dofe  requifite  for  an  adult.  Children 
fhould  not  take  more  than  one,  two,  or  three  drops 
twice  in  the  day.  A  man  who  took  eight  drops,  had, 
after  the  third  dofe,  an  efflorefcence  over  all  his  body, 
and  an  eryfipelatous  appearance  on  the  face.  An  in- 
fufion  of  fenna  was  then  direfted  for  him,  and  in  two 
days  the  rednefs  of  the  fkin  having  difappeared,  he 
began  to  take  the  folution  again,  in  dofes  of  four  drops, 
and  thus  prefently  removed  his  complaint.” 

“  In  another  cafe,  after  the  difappearance  of  the 
Lepra,  there  was  an  eruption  of  large  biles  on  the 
nates,  which,  however,  gradually  dried  up,  and  gave 
no  farther  trouble. 

“  The  infipidity  of  the  folution  tempts  fome  perfons 
to  injure  themfelves  by  exceeding  the  affigned  dofes, 
I  therefore  ufually  combine  it  with  an  equal  quantity 
of  the  tinfture  of  cafcarilla,  gentian,  or  cinnamon, 
or  prefcribe  it  in  a  draught  made  with  the  decoflion  of 
farfaparilla.  Many  ladies,  and  others  without  medical 
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knowledge,  give  the  folution  in  very  improper  dofes 
to  perfons-afFefted  with  Intermittents,  more  efpecially 
to  children.  I  have  often  feen  this  incautious  pradice 
occaiion  ficknefs,  pains  of  the  abdomen,  haemorrhage 
from  the  nofe,  cough,  jaundice,  and  dropfy.  I  am 
inclined  to  attribute  the  cough  to  the  adion  of  the 
medicine  on  the  liver,  fince  large  dofes  of  it  always 
give  an  ideric  colour  to  the  urine,  and  the  fymptoms 
excited  prefently  yield  to  calomel,  with  or  without 
opium. 

“  We  ought  not  to  abandon  an  ufeful  remedy  be- 
caufe  it  has  been  abufed. — have  myfelf  given  the 
mineral  folution  in  fome  hundreds  of  cafes,  and  when 
the  neceffary  precautions  were  obferved,  I  have  never 
feen  any  difagreeable  effeds  from  it. 

In  thofe  unfortunate  cafes,  where  mercury  at  firfl; 
relieves,  but  afterwards  aggravates  the  ulcerations,  I 
have  feen  the  arfenical  folution,  with  fmall  dofes  of 
opium,  prevent  the  extenfion  of  the  ulcers,  when  the 
nitric  acid,  muriate  of  lime,  farfaparilla,  and  other 
boafted  remedies  had  been  adminiftered  without  effed. 
— Under  the  diredion  of  a  cautious  practitioner,  I  think 
that  arfenic  and  mercury,  given  alternately,  might  be 
made  to  aflift  each  other  in  the  cure  of  many  difeafes. 

“  Although  by  the  mineral  folution  I  have  been  able 
to  mitigate,  in  a  (hort  time,  feveral  cutaneous  difeafes, 
particularly  the  Lepra,  yet  experience  has  taught  me 
T  2  not 
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not  to  expeft  a  cure  in  lefs  than  fix  or  feven  weeks. 
After  it  has  difappeared  for  a  confiderable  time,  the 
Lepra  fometimes  returns,  but  in  a  {lighter  degree,  and 
in  fuch  cafes  1  have  found  it  prefently  yield  to  the  fame 
remedy.  Moderate  dofes  of  calomel  become  neceffary 
for  thoie  who  are  collive,  while  they  take  the  folution ; 
but  if  it  produce  diforder  of  the  bowels,  the  fourth  of 
a  grain  of  opium  fhould  be  given  with  it  twice  or  thrice 
a  day. — When  the  complaint  is  attended  with  a  trou- 
blefome  itching,  lotions  prepared  by  diifolving  mu¬ 
riate  of  quickfilver  in  rofe-water,  or  in  lime-water,  ge¬ 
nerally  afford  relief. 

“  In  the  Prurigo  fenilis,  or  Herpes  fenilis,  wafhing 
the  fkin  every  night  and  morning  with  warm  water, 
and  a  ilrid  attention  to  diet,  will  greatly  affift  the  me¬ 
dicine.” 

Several  other  remedies  are  mentioned  by  authors,  of 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  take  forae  notice. 

Black  and  white  hellebore  were  much  employed  by 
the  ancients  in  Lepra,  Elephantiafis,  and  other  difeafes 
of  the  {kin.  They  chiefly  made  ufe  of  the  roots  of  the 
black  hellebore,  in  combination  with  water,  wine,  or 
honey.  The  modes  of  preparing  it,  the  proper  dofes, 
and  other  particulars,  are  related  at  large  by  Oribafius, 
Medicin.  Colled.  Lib.  VII.  &  Lib.  VIII.  Cap.  3, 6.  This 
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remedy  has  been  given,  in  general,  as  a  purgative,  and 
it  afts  with  great  violence,  I  have  occafionally  pre- 
fcribed,  in  cafes  of  Lepra,  and  other  fcaly  difeafes,  the 
tinfture  of  black  hellebore,  regulating  it’s  dofes  fo  as 
not  to  diforder  the  bowels,  and  I  think  it  has  fome 
efficacy,  but  not  more  than  the  mineral  remedies 
already  mentioned. 

The  flefli  of  vipers  was  given  in  the  Elephantiafis  by 
Galen,  and  others,  who  likewife  recommend  it  in  the 
fcaly  Pfora,  and  Lepra.  Oribafius  obferves,  that 
**  Viper’s,  fleffi  is  of  a  drying,  moderately  heating,  and 
powerfully  refolving  quality  :  it’s  operation  is  exerted 
more  efpecially  on  the  fkin,  through  which  it  expels 
recremental  fub/lances  from  the  body  :  fcales  feparate 
from  the  ikin,  and  there  is  a  renovation  of  the  cuticle, 
which  is  the  ufual  feat  of  the  Pfora,  Lepra,  and  Ele¬ 
phantiafis*.”  This  is  confirmed  by  Platerus,  Turner, 
Sauvages  and  Bertrandi,  and  by  fome  others  who  pro- 
fefs  to  have  made  a61ual  experiments  on  the  fiibjed:. 
They  did  not  employ  the  flelh  of  vipers,  but  the  dried 
powder  or  a  deco61ion  of  it.  Perhaps  we  fhall  be 
difpofed  to  diftruft;  their  account,  when  we  are  further 
informed  by  them,  that  equal  advantages  accrue  to 

*  De  Virtute  Simplic,  Lib.  IL 


the 


142  ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 

the  patient  from  living  on  pullets  fed  with  viper’s 
flefli  * 

Tin6lure  of  cantharides  has  been  often  prefcribed  for 
the  Lepra  Graecorum,  as  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Meadf, 
who,  however,  recommends  it  only  in  cafes  of  Ele- 
phantiafis,  or  Leprofy  of  the  Arabians.  I  have  prc- 
fcribed  this  tin6lure  in  the  Lepra  alphoides,  and  have 
given  it  cornbined  with  Peruvian  bark  in  cafes  of  the 
Lepra  nigricans,  but  without  any  manifeft  advantage. 
Dr.  Falconer  fays,  The  tinSiure  of  cantharides  has  not 
“  anfwered  to  the  character  given  of  it.  I  have  feveral 
“  times  tried  it  without  being  able  to  perceive  any 
“  effeft  worth  remarking  from  it :  it  did  not  appear 
“  even  to  fhew  any  effeft  as  a  diuretic.” 

Cucumbers  have  been  thought  advantageous  in  Lepra 
and  other  fcaly  difeafes  of  the  fkin.  Heurnius  (Com¬ 
ment.  in  Hip.  Aph.  20.  L.  III.)  has  endeavoured  to  de- 
monftrate  their  utility  by  an  account  of  a  particular 

*  ^ger  prandio  et  caena  comedet  pullum  gallinaceum  sequenti  modo 
saginatum.  Viperae  viventes,  abscissis  capita  et  caudS,,  pelle  nudatae, 
exenteratae  in  frustula  dissecentur,  et  cum  hordei  prob&  mundati  ma- 
nipulis  duobus  vel  tribus,  bulliant  in  aquS,  donee  hoideum  rumpatur, 
fiatque  pasta  qua  puili  alantur,  qui  igne  assi  aegro  comedendi  sunt.  De 
Morb.  Cutan.  a  Medico  Monspeliensi.  pag.  304. 

+  Med.  Sacr.  pag.  24. 
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cafe.  Cuidam  nobili  viro,  huic  morbo  implicito,  fecui 
venam,  prasparayi,  purgavi,  tandem  helleboro  albo 
ufus ;  topica  prceclara  admovi ;  theriaca  pugnavi — 
omnia  fruflra.  Tandem  ufu  cucumerum  evafit.  His 
conditis  etiam  utebatur  toto  anno.  Dr.  Willis  (de 
Medicam.  operat.  fed.  iii.  cap.  7.)  confirms  the  above 
tefiimony,  and  advifes  the  ufe  of  cucumbers  preferved 
in  vinegar ;  he  alfo  recommends  a  watery  infufion  of 
them  when  cut  in  flices,  or  a  decoflion  of  the  leaves 
and  fruit,  for  a  diet  drink. 

Another  medicine,  faid  to  be  of  great  efficacy  in  this 
difeafe,  is  mentioned  by  Marcellus  the  Roman  phy- 
fician,  de  Medicamentis,  cap.  19.  Herba  quse  Britan- 
nice  dicitur  cibo  vel  potui  fumpta,  intra  diem  fextum 
Leprae  moleftiam  tollit.  The  plant  defcribed,  under 
this  title,  by  Diofcorides,  and  by  fame  of  the  Greek 
phyficians  *,  was  probably  not  the  fame  as  that  with 
which  the  Roman  troops,  under  Germanicus,  became 
acquainted  during  their  encampment  in  Friefland,  the 
natives  having  taught  them  it’s  ufe  in  the  Stomacace, 
and  Scelotyrbe,  or  Scurvy  t.  Notwithftanding  the  labo¬ 
rious 

*  In  Dioscorides,  Apuleius,  Neopliytus,  &c.  the  Britannica  is  con¬ 
founded  with  Betonica.  See  Dodonaji  Herbar.  Magn. 

•f-  Frisii,"quh  castra  erant,  nostris  demonstravere  ilJam.  Plin.  Nat.  Hist. 
Lib.  XXV,  Cap.  3.  Britannica  ex  oceani  insulis  extrS.  terrain  positis  por- 
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rious  inveftigations  of  Muntingius,  and  his  endeavour 
to  reconcile  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers  on  the  fub- 
jefl:,  it  feems  clear  that  the  Britannica  of  Pliny  and 
Marcellus  was  one  of  the  fpecies  of  Cochlearia.  On 
this  point  the  obfervations  of  Lobel  deferve  attention. 
Qui  Frifiam  cochleariam  antiquorum  Britannicam  pro- 
fitentur,  commodius  fuam  opinionem  tuerentur  fi  fci- 
rent  in  Anglia  ad  amoeniffimi  Thamefis  fluenta,  qua 
Londinum  praeterlapfus  eft,  etiamque  in  Briftoiae  finu 
occidui  oceani,  quo  allidunt  per  ftata  incrementa  undae, 
aliam  effe  congenerem  et  fimilem  illi,  flore,  femine  et 
fapore,  fed  foliis  non  aeque  umbilicatis,  aut  cochleatis, 
potius  atriplicem,  aut  Lapathiolum  efhgiantibus,  unciam 
latis,  inque  fefquiuncias  aut  unciarum  duarum  longitu- 
dinem  porreftis,  craflis  denfis,  et  fucculentis ;  guftu  et 
colore  alterius  Cochleariae  ;  radice  majore,  ut  qualibet 
fui  parte,  minhs  tamen  aftringente,  nec  commod4  ad 
ea  quae  fuae  Britannicae  Diofcorides  attribuit ;  tametfi, 
aeque  ut  fuperior,  laudatd  ad  Stomacacen,  et  Scorbu- 
tum,  quibus  vehementer  affliftos  aegros  aliquot  hujus 
ope  jutos  vidimus  fuperiore  vere. 

Lobelii  Stirp.  Adverfar  nova.  P.  121. 

De  Cochlearii  AngUc&» 

tatur.  Lib.  XXVI.  Cap.  1.  Pliny,  who  describes  this  plant  as  having  black 
leaves,  and  a  black  root,  had  perhaps  only  seen  it  when  dried,  and  Ictog 
kept. 
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Dr.  Crichton,  formerly  phyfician  to  the  Weftminfler 
Hofpital,  now  at  St.  Peteriburgh,  has  favoured  me  with 
the  following  particulars  refpeding  the  ufe  of  Solanum 
Dulcamara,  or  Bitterfwect,  in  the  cure  of  Lepra. 

It  is  now  upwards  of  feven  years  fince  I  firft  tried 
the  Dulcamara  for  the  cure  of  obftinate  difeafes  of 
the  Ikin.  I  was  induced  to  do  fo  by  the  perufal  of  a 
fhort,  but  well  written  practical  e/fay  on  the  fubject 
by  the  learned  Profelfor  of  Botany  in  the  univerCity 
of  Goettingen,  Dr.  Althoff.  This  gentleman  relates 
ten  cafes  of  Cutaneous  eruption,  which  he  defcribes 
as  analogous  to  the  Itch,  but  not  the  true  Itch,  all  of 
which  were  cured  by  this  remedy.  He  confelTes,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  it  failed  in  a  number  of  others. 
ProfeCfor  Althof,  and  the  other  German  phylicians 
who  employ  it,  feem  to  have  taken  their  hint  con¬ 
cerning  it  from  the  elTay  of  Monf.  Carrere  on  the 
Dulcamara. 

**  Out  of  twenty-three  cafes  of  Lepra  Graecorum,  in 
which  I  have  tried  it,  two  only  have  refilled  it’s  action. 
All  the  others  were  completely  cured.  That  I  was 
not  millaken  in  the  nature  of  the  complaint  you  your- 
felf  can  tellify,  as  you  have  feen  two  or  three  of  the 
•cafes  alluded  to,  and  in  all  the  others  the  appearance 
.of  the  difeafe  was  fimilar. 
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The  true  Lepra  is  the  only  diforder  of  the  Ikin 
in  which  I  would  venture  to  aflert  the  Dulcamara  will 
generally  effect  a  cure.  Next  to  Lepra  it  appears  to 
me  to  do  moft  good  in  Pforiafis  and  Pityriafis.  As  to 
Rheumatifm,  for  which  it  has  been  fo  highly  praifed 
by  Boerhaave,  Sauvage,  Carrere,  Werlhof  and  others, 
1  have  not  found  it  at  all  equal  to  the  remedies  which 
are  generally  employed  in  this  country  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  that  painful  and  troublefome  diforder.  I 
exhibit  the  Dulcamara  as  follows : 

R.  Stipitum  Dulcamaras  unciam  j. 

Aquae  purae  libram  ifs :  decoque  ad  libram  j;  et 
liquorem  frigefactum  cola. 

**  Of  this  decoction  I  generally  defire  the  patient 
to  take  two  ounces,  at  firft,  every  morning,  noon  and 
evening ;  but  I  afterwards  increafe  the  quantity  until 
the  pint  is  confumed  every  day.  At  the  fame  time  I 
order  the  patient  to  wafh  the  fkin  with  a  ftronger 
decodion,  which  greatly  accelerates  the  cure.  The 
remedy  feldom  begins  to  exliibit  any  evident  good 
effeds  for  the  firft  eight  days. 

It  ought  to  be  remarked  that  the  Dulcamara,  when 
firft  exhibited  to  very  delicate  people,  and  hyfterical 
women,  often  produces  fyncope  and  flight  palpitation 
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of  the  heart,  now  and  then  naufea  and  giddinefs ; 
thefe  fymptoms  always  Ihew  that  the  quantity  exhi¬ 
bited  is  too  large.  If  a  fxnaller  dofe  be  given,  and 
any  aromatic  tindure  be  added  to  it,  fuch  as  the  com¬ 
pound  fpirit  of  lavender,  it  ceafes  to  produce  fuch 
uneafy  fymptoms.” 


None  of  the  remedies  above  mentioned  are  parti¬ 
cularly  ferviceable  in  the  Lepra  nigricans.  This  form 
of  the  difeafe  requires,  in  the  firfl;  place,  a  regular,  and 
nutritive  plan  of  diet,  with  moderate  exercife :  it  may 
be  afterwards  wholly  removed  by  the  ufeof  bark,  and 
the  mineral  acids,  fea-bathing,  See, 


V2 


ORDER 
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11.  PSORIASIS  ; 

DRY  OR  SCALY  TEriER, 


T wo  very  different  difeafes  are  defcribed  under  the 
title  of  Pfora,  by  the  Greek  phylicians — the  one  puf- 
tular  at  it’s  commencement,  but  terminating  in  fuper- 
ficial  ulcerations,  and  under  fome  forms  contagious, 
termed  ulcerated  Pfora — the  other  fcaly  or 

cruftofe,  denominated  fimply  Pfora, or  fometimes  rough 
Pfora,  leprous  Pforaf,  &c.  As  the  latter  is  never  con¬ 
tagious,  and  does  not  agree,  either  in  it’s  appearances 
or  tendency,  with  the  ulcerated  Pfora,  it  cannot,  with 


*  Galen.  Tnlroductio.  8c  de  Dlff  Puls.  IV.  1.  Arislot.  Problem,  sect.  7- 
Aet.Tetrabibl.  IV.  i.  126  8c  127.  Oribas.  Synops.  VII.  8.  Paul.  Mg.  IV.  2. 
Actuar.  Meth.  Med.  I.  23.  Jul.  Polluc.  Onomasticon.  Cap.  23.  ^  .3. 

fufiz  r^xxi^e^a,  TuXwftiw),  &.C.  See  Act.  I\  .  i.  134.  8c  127- 

Galen.  de  Med.  fac.  Lib.  XL  8c  Comment,  in  Lib.  VI.  Epidein.  8c  Aph. 
77.  Lib.  IV.  8cc. 
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ftrift  propriety,  be  joined  with  that,  or  any  other  puf- 
tular  complaint  *.  I  Khali  therefore  refer  the  Pfora 
to  a  fub/equent  Order  of  Cutaneous  Difeafesh. 
I  think  it  alfo  neceflary,  in  the  prefent  feries  of  them, 
to  exprefs  the  fcaly  Pfora  by  a  diftinctive  appellation  : 
for  this  purpofe,  the  term  PSORIASIS  J,  which  the 
Greek  writers  themfelves  employ,  feems  in  all  refpects 
fuitable.  The  difeafe  to  be  thus  entitled,  is  charac¬ 
terized  by  a  roughnefs  and  fcaline/s  of  the  furface, 
fometimes  continuous,  fometimes  in  feparate  patches 
of  various  fizes,  but  of  an  irregular  figure,  and  for  the 
mofl;  part  accompanied  with  rhagades  or  filTures  in  the 
fkin.  From  the  Lepra  it  may  be  difiinguifhed  not  only 
by  the  different  form,  and  diftribution  of  the  patches, 


*  See  Pl-ing^Ie  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Army,  Part  III.  Chap.  8.  i 
t  Gen.  Impetigo. 

J  is  more  especially  applied  to  express  a  scaliness  of  the  eye¬ 

lids  and  corners  of  the  eyes,  also  a  rough,  and  scaly  state  of  the  scrotum, 
attended  with  great  itching,  and  occasionally  with  excoriation.  Galen  de 
Ociilis,  Cap.  Q,  and  Definit.  Med.  The  bladder  was  supposed  by  the 
ancients  to  be  affected  internally  with  Lepra  or  Psoriasis,  when  the  urine 
was  thin  and  acrimonious,  and  deposited  a  flocculous,  or  biamiy  sedi¬ 
ment :  see  Hippoc.  Epid.  V.  sect.  7.  &  de  Natur.  Horn.  sect.  3.  iiiex. 
Trallian.  Lib.  IX.  Cap.  7,  &c. — Since  the  term  Psoriasis,  in  till  the  above 
instances,  implies  an  appearance  of  scales,  it  may  be  allowable  to  express 
Other  forms  of  the  scaly  Psora  under  the  same  generic  title. 

.as 
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as  formerly  Hated  from  the  Greek  writers  (page  114), 
but  alfo  by  its  ceflation  and  recurrence  at  certain  fea- 
fons  of  the  year,  and  by  the  diforder  of  the  conftitution 
with  which  it  is  ufualJy  attended. 

Celfus  has  given  a  brief  defcription  of  the  Pforiafis, 
which  he  confiders  as  a  fpecies  of  Impetigo.  “  Alte- 
“  rum  genus  eh  pejus,  et  fimile  Papulae  fer^,  fed  afpe- 
“  rius,  rubicundiufque,  figuras  varias  habens  :  fqua- 
mulae  ex  fumma  cute  decidunt ;  rofio  major  eft ; 
celerihs,  et  latiils  procedit,  certioribufque,  quam 
“  prior,  temporibus,  et  ht,  et  deftnit :  Rubra  cogno- 
minatur.”  De  Medicina,  Lib.  V.  Cap.  28. 

The  Pforiafts  is  ranked  by  the  Arabians  with  the 
Lichen,  and  Lepra  Graecorum,  under  the  title  of  Al- 
kouba.  It  is  defcribed  by  Serapion,  as  “  an  eruption 
“  of  Bothor  (Papulae)  in  various  figures,  attended  with 
“  roughnefs,  itching,  chops,  &c.  and  with  an  appear- 
**  ance  of  branny  fcales.”  According  to  Haly  Abbas, 
“  Eft  afperitas  quae  in  fuperficie  accidit  cutis,  et  ad 
“  nigredinem  declinat,  aliquando  ad  ruborem 

Since 

*  Theorice,  Lib.VIII.  Capit.  16.  In  the  next  sentence  he  gives  the 
diagnostics  of  Lepra,  established  by  the  Greek  physicians;  see  page  114. 
Petiginis  autem  chronicse  et  diuturnse  in  qn&  non  excoriatur  cutis^ 
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Since  the  year  1500,  this  complaint  has  been  de- 
fcribed  by  fome  medical  writers  under  the  denomina¬ 
tion  of  Pfora  or  Scabies  ficca  by  others  under  that 
of  Impetigo  f. 

It  would  be  poflible  to  comprize  in  a  conne6led 
detail  all  the  forms  of  Pforiafis  %,  but  as  the  appear¬ 
ances  it  alTumes  are  very  different,  fome  advantage 
may  arife  from  diliingui{hing  them  by  different  titles : 
I  fhall  therefore  defcribe  the  mofl  ftriking  varieties, 


signa  sunt,  quod  in  profundo  est  membri,  et  squamulas  ab  eS.  tolluntur 
rotundse  quales  piscium  videmus  squamas. —  Compare  Serapion  Breviar. 
Tr.  V.  Cap.  4.  and  Avicenna,  quoted  above  pag.  1 17. 

*  Mercurialis,  Hafenreffer,  Platerus,  Etmnller,  and  Hoffmann.  The 
last  anthor  likewise  terms  it  Scabies  ferina.  Impetigo,  and  Psora  leprosa. 

f  Manardus,  Fernelius,  Amatus,  Sennertus,  Willis,  Lommius,  Har- 
duinus,  Heurnius,  Plenck,  &c. 

J  Dr.  Willis  has  endeavoured  to  execute  this  plan  in  his  treatise  De 
Medicam.  Operat.  'c.  vii.  s.  3.  He  observes,  in  his  preface  to  it,  Quum 
affectus  hujus  appellationes  vari^  confundantur,  et  forsan  quoad  naturam 
et  rationem  ejus  formalem  in  diversis  regionibus  diversimodfe  habuerit, 
neque  prorsHs  idem  sit  in  nostro  hoc  seculo  ac  fuit  olim ;  idcircd  non  ex 
libris,  sed  ex  propria  aegrotantium  observatione,  morbum  huiw:  describere 
satagam. 

It  is,  however,  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  Lepra  vulgaris  and  al- 
phoides  are  included  in  Willis’s  description. 


which 
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which  I  have  remarked,  under  the  titles  Pforiafis  gut¬ 
tata,  Pforialis  diflfufa,  Pforiafis  gyrata,  Pforiafis  pal- 
maria,  Pforiafis  labialis,  Pforiafis  ophthalmica,  Pforiafis 
prfeputii,  Pforiafis  fcrotalis,  Pforiafis  unguium,  Pfo- 
Tiafis  infantilis,  Pforiafis  inveterata.  A  general  view 
of  the  caufes  of  this  difeafe,  and  of  the  remedies  for 
it,  will  be  fufficient. 

I  begin  with  the  Psoriasis  guttata,  as  moft 
nearly  allied  to  the  Lepra  vulgaris  and  Alphoides. 

This  complaint  appears  in  fmall,  diftinfl,  but  irregu¬ 
lar  patches  of  laminated  fcales,  with  little  or  no  inflam¬ 
mation  round  them.  The  patches  very  feldom  extend 
to  the  fize  of  a  fixpence :  they  have  not  an  elevated 
border,  nor  the  oval  or  circular  *  form  by  which  all 
the  varieties  of  Lepra  are  diftinguifhed ;  but  their 
circumference  is  fometimes  angular,  and  fometimes 
goes  into  fmall  ferpentine  procelfes.  PL.  XI.  Fig.  i. 
The  fcale  formed  upon  each  of  them  is  thin,  and  may 
be  eafily  detached,  leaving  a  red,  fhining  furface.  The 
patches  are  often  diftributed  over  the  greate/l  part  of 
the  body,  but  more  particularly  on  the  back  part  of 
the  neck,  the  breafl,  arms,  loins,  thighs  and  legs.  They 
appear  alfo  on  the  face,  where  they  are  red,  and  more 

*  Verum  non  semper  sunt  rotunda:,  vel  form®  regularis,  sed  variiformes 
ejiistunt.  Willis. 
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rough  than  the  adjoining  cuticle,  but  not  covered  with 
fcales. 

The  PforiaGs  guttata  often  appears  on  children,  in 
a  hidden  eruption  attended  with  a  flight  diforder  of 
the  conflitution,  and  fpreads  over  the  body  within 
two  or  three  days.  In  adults  it  commences  with  a 
few  fcaly  patches  on  the  extremities,  proceeds  very 
gradually,  and  has  a  longer  duration  than  in  children. 
It’s  firfl;  occurrence  is  ufually  in  the  fpring  feafon, 
after  violent  pains  in  the  head,  ftomach,  and  limbs : 
during  the  fummer  it  difappears  fpontaneoufly,  or  may 
be  foon  removed  by  proper  applications  ;  but  it  is 
apt  to  return  again  early  in  the  enfuing  fpring,  and 
£b  continues  for  feveral  fucceifwe  years.  When  the 
fcales  have  been  removed,  and  the  difeafe  is  about  to 
go  off,  the  fmall  patches  have  a  Ihining  appearance, 
and  they  retain  a  dark  red,  intermixed  with  fomewhat 
of  a  bluifh  colour,  for  many  days,  or  even  weeks, 
before  the  fkin  is  reftored  to  it’s  ufual  Hate. 

In  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  an  eruption  fometimes  ap¬ 
pears,  which  very  much  refembles  the  Pforiafis  guttata, 
differing  from  it  only  by  a  {lighter  degree  of  fcalinefs, 
and  by  the  livid  red,  or  dark  rpfe  colour  of  the  patches. 
PLATE  XVI.  Fig.  1.  The  patches  vary  in  their  extent 
from  the  flze  of  a  filver  penny,  to  that  of  the  feftion  of 
X  a  pea# 
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a  pea,  but  they  are  not  exaftly  circular.  They  rife  at 
firft  very  little,  if  at  all,  above  the  cuticle ;  as  foon^ 
however,  as  the  fcales  appear  on  them  they  become 
fenfibly  elevated,  and  fometimes  the  edge  or  circum¬ 
ference  of  the  patch  is  higher  than  the  little  fcales  in 
it’s  centre.  This  eruption  is  ufually  feen  upon  the 
forehead,  and  breall,  between  the  Ihoulders,  or  in  the 
infide  of  the  fore-arms,  in  the  groins,  about  the  infide 
of  the  thighs,  and  upon  the  fkin  covering  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen  *, 

When  mercury  is  adminiftered,  the  fmall  fcales  are 
foon  detached,  and  fall  off,  but,  the  dark  colour  ftill 
remains,  though  it  becomes  gradually  fainter  under 
the  continued  influence  of  the  medicine  and  fome 
veftiges  of  the  cutaneous  affe6lion  are  diftinguifhable 
for  two  or  three  weeks  after  all  the  venereal  fymptoms 
have  been  removed.  For  a  much  longer  period,  a  flight 
depreflion,  or  ciatrix,  of  a  white  colour,  will  be  feen 
at  the  points  which  conllituted  the  centres  of  the 
patches. 

This  kind  of  eruption  exhibits  a  whitifh  appearance 
on  the  (kin  of  the  Negro  ;  and  when  defquamation  has 
taken  place,  it  leaves  the  furface  of  a  darker  colour 
than  that  of  the  furrounding  parts  :  this  blacknefs  dif- 

*  J.  Pearson. 
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appears  more  flowly  than  the  copper  colour  from  the 
fkin  of  an  European  affecSed  with  the  difeafe. 

The  Syphilitic  Pforiafis  guttata  is  attended  with,  or 
is  foon  followed  by,  an  ulceration  of  the  throat.  It 
appears  about  fix  or  eight  weeks  after  chancres  have 
been  healed  by  too  Ihort  a  courfe  of  mercury :  a 
limilar  appearance  takes  place  at  nearly  the  fame 
period,  in  fome  cafes  where  no  local  fymptoms  had 
been  noticed.  When  a  venereal  fore  is  in  a  difcharg- 
ing  Hate,  this  eruption,  or  other  fecondary  fymptoms 
often  appear  much  later  than  the  period  above  men¬ 
tioned.  They  may  alfo  be  kept  back  for  three  months, 
or  longer,  by  an  inefficient  application  of  mercury.  If 
no  medicines  be  employed,  the  fyphilitlc  form  of  the 
Pforiafis  guttata  will  proceed  during  feveral  months, 
the  number  of  the  fpots  increafing,  and  their  bulk 
being  fomewhat  enlarged,  without  any  other  material 
alteration. 

2.  The  Psoriasis  DIFFUSA  fpreads  into  large  patches 
irregularly  circumfcribed,  reddilh,  rough,  and  choppy, 
with  fcales  interfperfed  *.  It  commences,  in  general, 

=*  Cognoscitur  morbus,  qubd  cutis  dura,  sicca,  aspera,  et  quasi  squam- 
mosa  redditur:  adest  pruritus-,  et  malum  indies  latius  serpit,  et  ab  exiguo 
initio  sese  lat^  diffundit.  Sennert.  Med.  Pract.  V.  I,  30.  De  Impetigine. 

Compare  Plater,  tom.  II.  cap.  17. 

X  2 
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-with  numerous  minute  afperities,  or  elevations  of  the 
cuticle  more  perceptible  by  the  touch,  than  by  fight. 
Upon  thefe,  fmall,  diftinfl  fcales  are  foon  formed,  which 
adhere  by  a  dark  central  point,  while  their  edges  may 
be  feen  white  and  detached.  In  the  courfe  of  two  or 
three  weeks  all  the  intervening  cuticle  becomes  rough, 
and  choppy,  appears  red,  and  raifed,  and  wrinkled,  the 
lines  of  the  Ikin  linking  into  deep  furrows.  The  fcales 
which  form  among  them  are  often  flight,  and  repeatedly 
exfoliate.  See  PL.  XII.  Fig.  1.  Sometimes  without  any 
previous  eruption  of  Papuhe,  a  large  portion  of  the  fkin 
becomes  dry,  harlh,  cracked,  reddilh,  and  fcaly,  as 
above  defcribed.  In  many  cafes  the  diforder  com¬ 
mences  with  feparate  patches  of  an  uncertain  form  and 
fize,  fome  of  them  being  fmall,  like  thofe  in  the  Pforialis 
guttata,  fome  much  larger.  See  PL.  XI.  Fig.  2.  The 
patches  gradually  expand  till  they  become  confluent, 
and  nearly  cover  the  part  or  limb  affected.  In  other 
inftances,  both  the  Pforiafis  guttata,  and  diffufa  occur 
as  a  fequel  of  the  Lichen,  efpecially  after  frequent 
returns  of  that  diforder ;  See  page  47. 

The  parts  moll:  affe^ed  by  the  Pforiafis  dilfufa  are 
the  cheeks,  chin,  upper  eye-lids,  and  corners  of  the 
eyes,  the  temples,  the  external  ear,  the  neck,  the  flelhy 
parts  of  the  lower  extremities,  and  the  fore-arm  from 
the  elbow  to  the  back  of  the  hand  along  the  fupinator 

mufcle 
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mufcle  of  the  radius :  The  fingers  are  fometimes 
nearly  furrounded  with  a  loofe,  fcaly  incruftation,  and 
the  nails  crack  and  exfoliate  fuperficiaJly.  The  fcaly 
patches  likewife  appear^  though  lefs  frequently,  on  the 
forehead  and  fcalp,  on  the  flioulders,  back,  and  loins, 
on  the  abdomen,  and  inftep.  This  difeafe  occafionally 
extends  to  all  the  parts  above-mentioned,  at  the  fame 
time  ;  but  in  general  it  affefts  them  fucceffively,  leav¬ 
ing  one  place  free,  and  appearing  in  others,  fometimes 
again  returning  to  it’s  firft  fituation. 

The  Pforiafis  diffufa  is  attended  with  a  fenfation  of 
heat,  and  with  a  very  troublefome  itching,  efpecially 
at  night:  it  exhibits  fmall,  flight,  difl;in6t  fcales,  having 
lefs  difpofition  than  the  Lepra  to  form  thick  crufts. 
(DEE.  11.)  The  chops  or  fiflures  in  the  Ikin,  which 
ufually  make  a  part  of  this  complaint,  are  very  fore 
and  painful,  but  feldom  difcharge  any  fluid.  When 
the  fcales  are  removed  by  frequent  walking,  or  by 
the  application  of  ointments,  the  furface,  though  raifed 
or  uneven,  appears  fmooth  and  fhining,  and  the  deep 
-furrows  of  the  cuticle  are  lined  by  a  flight  fcalinefs. 
Should  any  portion  of  the  difeafed  furface  be  forcibly 
excoriated,  there  iflues  out  a  thin  lymph,  mixed  with 
fome  drops  of  blood*,  which  {lightly  ftains,  and  hiffens 

*  See  PJenckj  boctr.  de  Moi-b.  Giitati.  Tag.  87. 
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the  linen,  but  foon  concretes  into  a  thin  dry  fcab:  this 
is  again  fucceeded  by  a  white  fcalinefs  gradually  in- 
creafing,  and  fpreading  in  various  directions.  As  the 
eruption,  declines,  the  roughnefs,  chops,  fcales,  &c. 
difappear,  and  a  new  cuticle  is  formed,  at  firft  red, 
dry,  and  fhrivelled,  but  which,  in  two  or  three  weeks, 
acquires  the  proper  texture. — The  whole  duration  of 
the  complaint  is  from  one  to  four  months,  and  in  fome 
cafes  much  longer. 

Symptoms  of  general  diforder  attend  the  fir/l  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  Pforiafis  diffufa,  as  head-ach,  inappe¬ 
tence,  pain  or  ficknefs  at  ftomach,  pains,  cramps  and 
coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  with  a  fenfe  of  univerfal 
languor,  and  debility.  During  the  progrefs  of  the 
eruption,  thefe  fymptoms  abate,  or  wholly  difappear; 
but  they  precede  almoft  every  return  of  it.  The  re¬ 
turns  ufually  take  place  in  autumn,  or  early  in  the 
fpring ;  but  the  complaint  differs  much  in  different 
years,  both  as  to  it’s  extent,  and  to  the  violence  of  the 
preceding  fymptoms.  The  eruption  is,  indeed,  often 
confined  to  a  fingle  fcaly  patch,  red,  itching,  and  chap¬ 
ped,  of  a  moderate  fize,  but  irregularly  circumferibed. 
This  folitary  patch  is  fome  times  fituated  on  the  temple, 
or  upper  part  of  the  eheek,  frequently  on  the  breaft, 
the  calf  of  the  leg,  about  the  wrift,  or  within  and  a 
little  below  the  elbow  joint;  but  efpecially  at  the 

lower 
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lower  part  of  the  thigh,  behind.  In  any  of  thefe 
lituations  it  continues  federal  months,  without  much 
obfervable  alteration.  Someperfons  are  conftantly  af- 
feCled  with  the  Pforiafis  diffufa  for  a  feries  of  years, 
but  in  fuch  cafes  there  is  ufually  an  aggravation,  or  ex- 
tenfion  of  it,  at  the  periods  above  mentioned. 

The  complaint  denominated  the  Bakers’  Itch, 
which  often  affects  bread-bakers,  is  the  Pforiafis  diffufa 
on  the  back  of  the  hand.  It  commences  with  one,  or 
two  fmall,  rough,  fcaly  patches,  and  finally  extends 
from  the  knuckles  to  the  wrift.  The  rhagades,  or 
chops  and  fiffures  of  the  fkin,  are  numerous  about  the 
knuckles,  and  ball  of  the  thumb,  and  where  the  back 
of  the  hand  joins  the  wrift.  They  are  often  highly 
inflamed,  and  painful,  but  there  is  no  difcharge  of  fluid 
from  them.  The  back  of  the  hand  is  a  little  raifed  or 
tumefied,  and,  at  an  advanced  period  of  the  diforder, 
it  exhibits  a  reddifh,  glolfy  furface,  without  crufts,  or 
numerous  fcales.  PL.  XIII.  The  deep  furrows  of  the 
cuticle  are,  however,  for  the  moft  part  whitened  by  a 
flight  fcalinefs.  This  complaint  is  not  general  among 
bakers  :  that  it  is  merely  aggravated  by  their  bufinefs, 
and  that  it  only  affecis  thofe  who  are  otherwife  dif- 
pofed  to  it,  may  be  concluded  from  the  following  cir- 
cumftances.  i.  It  difappears  about  raidfummer,  and  re¬ 
turns  in  the  cold  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

2.  Perfons 
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2.  Perions  conftantly  engaged  in  the  bufinefs,  after 
having  been  once  affected  with  the  eruption,  fometimes 
enjoy  a  refpite  from  it  for  three  or  four  years.  3.  When 
the  bufinefs  is  difcontinued  the  complaint  does  not 
immediately  ceafe. 

The  Sugar  Bakers’ or  Grocers’ Itch  has  fome 
affinity  with  the  Bakers’  Itch  or  Tetter;  but,  being 
ufually  a  puflular  difeafe  at  it’s  commencement,  it  pro¬ 
perly  belongs  to  another  genus. 

Waffierwomen,  probably  from  tbe  irritation  of  foap, 
are  fometimes  affe61;ed  with  a  fimilar  fcaly  difeafe  on 
the  hands  and  arms,  or  on  the  face  and  neck,  which, 
in  particular  confiitutions,  proves  very  trouble  fome, 
and  of  long  duration.  The  diforder  is  reprefented 
PL.  XII.  Fig.  2.  as  it  ufually  appears,  with  the  fcales 
feparating  in  large,  circular  flakes.  In  fome  inftances, 
they  have  a  quadrangular  figure,  being  formed  by  deep 
cuticular  furrows  interfering  each  other  nearly  at  right 
angles. 

The  Venereal  difeafe  feldom  affumes  the  form  of  the 
Pforiafis  diffufa.  Such  an  appearance  does,  however, 
fometimes  occur,  as  in  the  fpecimen  exhibited  PL. 
XVI.  Fig.  2.  but  it  is  perhaps  conftituted  by  an  en¬ 
largement  or  confluence  of  the  patches  in  the  fyphilitic 

form 
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form  of  the  Lepra,  or  Pforiafis  guttata  (page  129,  153.) 
when  their  progre/s  has  not  been  interrupted  by  a 
courfe  of  medicine. 

3.  The  Psoriasis  gyrata  is  diftributed  in  narrow- 
patches  or  ftripes,  variously  figured :  fome  of  them 
are  nearly  longitudinal,  fome  circular,  or  femicircu- 
lar,  with  vermiform  appendages  :  fome  are  tortuous, 
or  ferpepfine,  others  are  fliaped  like  earth-worms  or 
leeches  ;  the  furrows  of  the  cuticle  being  deeper  than 
ufual,  make  the  refemblance  more  ftriking,  by  giving 
to  them  an  annulated  appearance.  There  is  a  fepa- 
ration  of  flight  fcales  from  the  difeafed  furface,  but 
no  thick  incruftations  are  formed.  The  arrangement 
of  thefe  patches  is  fingular  :  1  have  feen  a  large  cir¬ 
cular  one  fituated  on  each  breaft  above  the  papilla; 
and  two  or  three  others  of  a  ferpentine  form,  in  cor- 
refponding  fituations  along  the  fides  of  the  cheft.  The 
back  is  often  variegated  in  like  manner,  with  convo¬ 
luted  tetters  fimilarly  placed  on  each  fide  of  the  fpine. 
They  likewise  appear  in  fome  cafes  on  the  arms 
and  thighs,  interfecting  each  other  in  various  direc¬ 
tions. — A  flighter  kind  of  this  complaint  affefts  deli¬ 
cate  young  women  and  children  in  fmall  fcaly  circles 
or  rings,  little  difcoloured;  they  appear  on  the  cheeks, 
neck,  or  upper  part  of  the  breaft,  and  are  moftly 
y  confounded 
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confounded  with  the  herpetic  or  puftular  Ring¬ 
worm. 

The  Pforialis  gyrata  has  intermiffions  like  the  Pfori- 
afis  diffufa ;  it  alfo  exhibits,  in  fome  cafes,  diffufe  fcaly 
patches  on  the  face,  fcalp,  or  extremities,  while  the 
trunk  of  the  body  is  chequered  with  the  singular 
figures  above  defcribed. 

In  the  coloured  reprefentation  of  the  Pforialis  gy¬ 
rata  PL.  XIV,  the  ground  only  of  the  Tetters  appears, 
the  fcales  having  been  every  where  removed,  excepting 
on  the  neck,  and  at  the  back  of  the  head. 

An  appearance  of  the  venereal  difeafe  fomewhat 
refembling  that  of  the  Pforiafis  gyrata  is  reprefented 
PL.  XVL*  in  which  feveral  of  the  Tetters  have  the 
form  of  a  crefcent,  a  horfe-lhoe,  or  of  the  figure  8 ; 
others  are  in  rings,  either  oval,  or  circular,  the  central 
part  being  neither  fcaly,  nor  difcoloured.  Small  fcales 
feparate  repeatedly  from  the  rings,  which,  in  their 
denuded  Hate,  exhibit  the  dark-red  ground  ufually  ob- 
ferved  in  venereal  eruptions.  The  rings,  crefcents,  &c. 
conllituting  this  disorder,  are  fometimes,  at  their  firft 
appearance,  compofed  of  fmall  dark-coloured  Papulre, 
refembling  thofe  defcribed  under  the  article  Lichen 
fyphiliticus  (Page  56.)  ;  fometimes  the  fcalinefs  is  pre¬ 
ceded 
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ceded  by  an  efflorefcence  (DEF.  VI.)  confifting  of 
patches,  diffufed  in  the  fame  kind  of  figures  over  the 
face,  limbs,  and  different  parts  of  the  body.  This 
ralh  continues  more  or  lefs  vivid,  for  many  weelcs,  or 
even  months,  before  defquamation  commences:  it  is 
always  attended  with  febrile  fymptoms,  headach,  ema¬ 
ciation,  and  violent  pains  of  the  limbs. 

When  this  form  of  the  venereal  difeafe  has  fubfiiled 
for  a  long  time  without  any  check  from  medicines,  the 
circles,  &c.  become  confiderably  enlarged,  and  the 
fcaly  rings  are  at  length  formed  into  fuperficial  ulce¬ 
rations,  comprizing  a  circular  area  of  found  Ikin,  two 
inches  or  more  in  diameter,  on  which  the  ulcerations 
do  not  encroach,  though  they  frequently  fpread  out¬ 
wards  to  the  breadth  of  half  an  inch  or  an  inch.  Thefe 
ulcerated  rings  appear  between  the  fhoulders,  upon 
the  back,  and  fometimes  on  the  Ikin  covering  the 
abdomen,  more  feldom,  I  think,  on  the  arms  and 
legs. 


4.  Psoriasis  palmaria.  This  very  obftinate  fpe- 
cies  of  Tetter  is  nearly  confined  to  the  palm  of  the 
hand.  It  commences  with  a  fmall,  harlh,  or  fcaly 
patch,  which  gradually  fp reads  over  the  whole  palm, 
and  fometimes  appears  in  a  flighter  degree  on  the 
inCide  of  the  fingers,  and  wrift ;  See  PL.  XV.  The 
y  2  furface 
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furface  feels  rough,  from  the  detached  and  raifed 
edges  of  the  fcaly  laniinge’;  it’s  colour  often  changes 
to  brown,  or  black,  as  if  dirty,  yet  the  moft  diligent 
walhing  produces  no  favourable  efreft.  The  cuticular 
furrows  are  deep,  and  cleft  at  the  bottom  longitu- 
dionally  in  various  places,  fo  as  to  bleed  on  ftretching 
the  fingers  :  There  is  ufually  a  fenfation  of  heat,  pain, 
and  fiilfnefs  in  the  motions  of  the  hand.  The  com¬ 
plaint  is  moft  troublefome  in  winter.or  fpring;  in  fum- 
mer  and  autumn  it  fometimes  difappears,  leaving  a 
foft,  dark  red  cuticle;  hut  many  perfons  have  it  for 
a  feries  of  years,  -with  only  very  (liglit  remiifions. 
Every  return,  or  aggravation  of  it  is  preceded  by  ariin- 
oreafe  of  heat,  and  drynefs,  with  intolerable  itching. 

Shoemakers  are  fubjefl  to  this  complaint  from  the  ir¬ 
ritation  of  the  wax  they  fo  conftantly  employ.  In 
braziers,  tinmen,  filverfmiths,  &c.  it  feems  to  be 
produced  by  handling  cold  metals.  A  long  predifpo- 
fition  to  it,  from  a  weak,  languid,  hedical  ftate  of  the 
conftitution,  may  give  effect  to  different .  occafional 
caufes.  I  have  obferved  it  in  women  after  lying  in ; 
In  fome  perfons  it  alternates  with  arthritic  complaints. 

During  the  Pforiafis  palmaria,  a  roughnefs  and  fcali- 
nefs,  with  thickening  of  the  fkin,  often  takes  place  on 
the  foies  of  the  feet ;  but  rhagades,  or  filTures,  are 

feldom 
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feldom  formed  there,  becaufe  the  feet  are  conftantly 
kept  warm  and  covered. 

We  often  obferve  in  Syphilis,  rhagades  or  fiftures, 
and  indurated  patches  within  the  palm  of  the  hand, 
fomewhat  refembling  the  Pforialis  palmaria.  The  ve¬ 
nereal  patches  are,  however,  diftinCt,  white,  and  ele¬ 
vated,  having  nearly  the  confiftence  of  a  foft  corn ; 
and  from  the  rhagades  there  is  a  (light  diCcharge,  of  an 
offenfive  fmell.  The  patches  appear  without  rhagades 
on  the  foies  of  the  feet;  but  the  toes  and  fingers  are 
not  affected  in  venereal  cafes.  When  the  difeafe 
yields  to  the  operation  of  mercury,  the  indurated 
portions  of  cuticle  feparate,  and  a  new  fmooth  cuticle 
is  formed  underneath. 

5.  Psoriasis  labialis.  The  PforiaGs  fometimes 
alFeGis  the  prolabium  without  appearing  on  any  other 
part  of  the  body.  It’s  cliarafteriftics  are,  fcalinefs  in¬ 
termixed  with  chops,  and  fiffures  of  the  fkin.  The 
fcales  are  of  a  confiderable  magnitude,  fo  that  their 
edges  are  often  loofe  while  the  central  points  are  at¬ 
tached.  A  new  cuticle  gradually  forms  beneath  the 
fcales,  but  it  is  not  durable :  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
hours  it  becomes  dry,  fliri veiled,  and  broken,  and, 
while  it  exfoliates,  gives  way  to  another  layer  of 
tender  cuticle,  which  foon  in  like  manner  periflies. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  appearances  fhould  be  diflinguifhed  from  the 
flight  chops,  and  roughnefs  of  the  lips,  which  are  pro¬ 
duced  by  very  cold  or  frofly  weather,  and  which  are 
eafily  removed.  The  Pforialis  labialis  may  be  a  little 
aggravated  by  frofl,  or  (harp  winds,  yet  it  receives 
no  material  alleviation  in  warm  weather:  it  is  not 
indeed  confined  within  any  certain  limit,  or  period 
of  duration,  but  continues,  in  fome  cafes,  through  all 
the  feafons.  The  under  lip  always  fuffers  more  than 
the  upper ;  and  the  difeafe  efpecially  affeifis  perfons 
whofe  lips  are  full  and  prominent.  In  a  man  who  had 
had  it  for  thirty  years,  l  obferved  that  the  gums,  and 
infide  of  the  upper  lip,  were  confiderably  corroded, 
and  that  his  arms  were  covered  with  a  thick  incrufta- 
tion. 


6.  Psoriasis  OPHTHALMICA.  When  the  Pforiafis  is 
diffufed  over  the  face  (p.  156.),  it  frequently  occafions 
an  itching,  and  inflammation  of  the  eye-lids,  with  a 
watery  difcharge  from  the  eyes.  1  apply  the  title 
Pforiafis  ophthalmica  to  cafes,,  in  which  thefe  fymp- 
toms  are  violent,  and  long  continued,  without  an 
eruption  on  other  parts  of  the  body.  The  difeafe  be¬ 
gins  about  the  external  canthi,  or  angles  of  the  eyes, 
producing  a  bright  rednefs  of  the  fkin,  with  a  fmooth, 
fhining,  and  fomewhat  moift  furface.  The  edges  of 
the  eye-lids  near  the  canthi  become  thickened  and 
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rigid ;  the  inner  furface  of  the  eye-lids  appears  redder 
than  ufual,  but  the  redncfs  does  not  extend  to  that 
portion  of  the  tunica  conjunftiva,  which  covers  the 
anterior  part  of  the  globe  of  the  eye.  I  have  feen,  in 
many  venereal  cafes,  a  complaint  refembling  the 
Pforiafis  ophthalmica :  it  was,  however,  always  at¬ 
tended  with  fyphilitic  eruptions  on  the  face,  or  other 
parts.  Authors  have  not  diftinguiflied  it  from  the 
ufual  venereal  lippitudo,  affecting  the  ball  of  the  eye. 

The  term  Pforiafis  ophthalmica,  as  applied  above, 
is  not  precifely  fynonymous  with  Pforophthalmia,  un¬ 
der  which  title  ancient  authors  include  ulcerations  of 
the  tarfi  and  angles  of  the  eye,  and  perhaps  the  ftru- 
mous  Ophthalmia*. 

7.  The  Psoriasis  PR^FUTii  often  accompanies  the 
Pforiafis  palmaria :  It  is  charadlerized  by  a  fcalinefs, 
with  painful  fiffures,  and  thickening  of  the  praeputium. 

*  Galen  (De  Oculis,  cap.  9.)  divides  the  Psora  of  the  eyes  into  four 
species,  Psorophthalmia,  Trachpma,  Sycosis,  Tylosis. — In  the  Defin. 
Med.  he  says,  Taga  srt  S'^ifivrala  peujxalo?  ytyvoptewi  anaSguirt?  ra^<rav,  n  xatSuf,  pet?* 

XVV^C(Ai3. 

Paulus  ^gineta  (III.  22.),  and  Aetuarius  (II.  7.),  define  Psoroph¬ 
thalmia,  “  an  itching  Psoriasis  of  the  eyelids,”  to  -which  Aetius  adds, 
that  it  is  attended  with  redness  and  ulceration  at  the  angles  of  the  eye, 
with  inflammation  of  the  eyelids,  and  with  a  discharge  of  salt  tears. 
Tetrab.  II.  iii.  66. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  fymptoms,  being  ufually  attended  with  a  phy^ 
molis,  render  connubial  intercourfe  difficult  or  even 
imprafticable.  In  fome  cafes,  both  internal  medi¬ 
cines,  and  external  applications,  difappoint  our  expect¬ 
ation,  and  the  patient  can  only  be  relieved  by  circum- 
cifion.  '  This  complaint  fhould  be  carefully  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  Venereal  Phymofis,  in  which  fcales, 
and  fiffures  of  the  Ikin  do  not  occur. 

8.  Psoriasis  scrotalis.  The  fkin  of  the  fcrotum 
may  be  affefted  in  the  Pforiafis  difFufa  like  other  parts 
of  the  furface  of  the  body  ;  but  fometimes  a  rough- 
nefs  and  fcalinefs  of  the  fcrotum  appears  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  complaint,  with  much  heat,  itching,  teniion, 
and  rednefs.  Thefe  fymptoms  are  fucceeded  by  a 
hard,  thickened,  brittle  texture  of  the  fkin,  and  by 
painful  chops,  or  excoriations  *,  which  are  not  eaiily 
healed.  The  itching  and  irritation  are  much  increafed 
by  changes  of  temperature,  efpecially  on  undreffing 
or  getting  into  bed.  This  complaint  is  moh  fevere  in 
autumn  or  in  fpring,  and  ufually  difappears  in  fummer, 
when  the  weather  is  fettled.  It  is  often  produced  un¬ 
der  the  fame  circumftances  as  the  Prurigo  fcroti  (pag. 
93-4.)  of  which  it  appears  in  fome  cafes  to  be  the 

*  Aetius,  (IV.  ii.  20.)  and  Galen,  (Defin.  Med.)  say  that  the  Psoriasis 
scrotalis  is  sometimes  attended  with  ulceration.  .  sri  ts 

fitla  t'lrtltrxj/.tvti  y.tno'jjiAi,  ttrS’  ole  h  (xsS’ 
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fequel.  A  fpecies  of  the  Pforiafis  fcrotalis  likewife 
occurs  in  the  Lues  venerea,  but  does  not  merit  par¬ 
ticular  attention,  being  always  combined  with  other 
fecondary  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe. 

g.  The  Psoriasis  unguium  fometimes  occurs  alone, 
but  it  is  ufually  conne6led  with  fcaly  patches  on  the 
arms,  hands,  &c.  In  fome  cafes,  the  nails  from  the 
middle  appear  brown  or  yellowilh ;  they  bend  up¬ 
wards,  and  are  ragged  at  the  ends  and  rough  on  the 
furface.  In  other  cafes,  they  are  thickened,  deeply 
indented,  and  bent  downwards  over  the  ends  of  the 
fingers. 

lo.  Psoriasis  infantilis.  Infants  between  the 
ages  of  two  months  and  two  years  are  occafionally 
a{Fe6ied  with  the  Dry  Tetter.  Irregular,  fcaly  patches, 
of  various  fizes,  appear  on  the  cheeks,  chin,  breaft, 
back,  nates,  and  thighs  ;  they  are  fometimes  red,  and 
a  little  rough  or  elevated,  fometimes  excoriated,  then 
again  covered  with  a  thin  incruftation,  and  laftly  in¬ 
terfered  by  chops  or  fiffures ;  PL.  XV.  Fig.  2.  The  ge¬ 
neral  appearances  do  not  much  differ  from  thofe  of 
the  Pforiafis  diffufa;  but  there  are  feveral  peculiarities 
in  the  Tetter  of  infants  which  require  a  diftin6l  confi- 
deration: 

1.  It 
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1.  li:  is,  in  fome  cafes,  fucceeded  by  inflamed  puf- 
tules,  which  fuppurate;  (Phlyzacia,  DEF.  X.  i.) 

2.  It  is  attended  with  an  obltmcdon,  or  fnufHing,  in 
the  noflrilsj  occafioned  by  a  morbid  fecretion,  and 
by  fcabs  formed  internally. 

3.  When  the  eyelids  are  afife6led  with  this  complaint, 
the  hairs  of  the  eyebrows,  and  the  eyelafhes  frequently 
fall  off. 

4.  The  fcaly  patches  are  inter fper fed  with  fmooth 
Ihining  elevations  of  the  cuticle,  a  little  flattened  at 
the  top,  and  having  a  circular  or  oval  bafe.  They  are 
fometimes  reddifh,  fome  times  of  the  ufual  colour  of 
the  fkin.  A  flight  fcale  is  formed  on  fome  of  them, 
but  many  of  them  undergo  no  alteration  for  a  length 
of  time.  The  face,  back,  breaft,  and  extremities,  are 
equally  liable  to  be  affefted  with  this  eruption.  It 
likewife  appears  on  the  nates,  and  about  the  anus. 
In  the  lafl  fituation  .it  frequently  fuppurates,  and,  in 
every  refpeft,  fa  much  refembles  venereal  tubercles, 
that  the  mofi:  accurate  eye  can  fcarcely  make  a  diftinc- 
tion.  It  is  no.  lefs  difficult  to  diflinguifli  the  general 
appearance  of  the  Pforiafis  infantilis  from  the  fcaly 
patches,  which  occur,  in  infants,  as  fecondary  fymptoras 
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of  the  Lues  venerea.  The  latter  are  for  the  tnof);  part 
accompanied  with  a  fore  throat,  and  a  peculiar  hoarfe 
found  in  the  child's  crying,  which  affifts  thofe  who  are 
attentive  and  experienced,  in  forming  a  diagnohs. 
Though  other  criteria  from  external  appearances  would, 
in  thefe  cafes,  be  particularly  defirable,  I  am  forry  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  eflablilh  fuch  as  are  precife  and 
fatisfaflory.  I  can  only  therefore  advife  pra6titioners, 
not  to  be  hady  in  judging  from  mere  infpedion,  and 
never  to  decide  till  they  are  juftified  by  collateral 
circumftances. 

ii.ThePsoRiAsis  iNVETERATA^is  charaftcrized by 
an  almoR  univerfal  fcalinefs,  and  a  harfh,  dry,  thick¬ 
ened  date  of  the  fkin :  PL.  XlIl.Eig.  2.  It  begins  with  a 
few  irregular,  though  diftinft,  patches  on  the  extremi¬ 
ties.  Others  appear  afterwards  on  different  parts,  and, 
becoming  confluent,  fpread  at  length  over  all  the  furface 
of  the  body  f ,  except  a  part  of  the  face,  or  fometimes 
the  palms  of  the  hands,  and  foies  of  the  feet.  The 

{kin 

*  This  complaint  was  termed  by  the  antients  Psora  agria ;  rough  and 
inveterate  Psora,  8ic.  See  Aet.  Tetrabibl.  IV.  i.  113i  126.  &  130. 

■\  Affectus,  nisi  per  medicinam  cohibeatur,  in  pluribus  usque  locis  ebul- 
liens,  &.  latihs  ubique  serpens,  tandem  baud  soldm  membra  Integra  sed 
et  totum  corpus  viiiligine  leprosS.  obducit.  Willis  de  Medic.  Operat. 

Z  2  pag. 
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fkin  is  red,  deeply  furrowed  or  wrinkled,  ftiff,  and 
rigid,  fo  as  fomewhat  to  impede  the  motion  of  the 
mufcles,  and  confequently  the  flexure  of  the  joints. 
The  production  and  reparation  of  fcales  is  fo  rapid, 
that  large  quantities  of  them  are  found  in  the  bed  on 
which  a  perfon  affeCted  with  this  difeafe  has  flept. 
They  fall  off  in  the  fame  proportion  by  day,  and  being 
confined  by  the  linen,  excite  a  troublefome  and  per¬ 
petual  itching.  An  incruflation  of  the  fcalp  is  formed 
in  the  manner  flated  under  the  article  Lepra  vulgaris, 
pag.  108.  The  nails  of  the  fingers  and  toes  become 
convex,  and  are  thickened  at  their  extremities  ;  a  fre¬ 
quent  renewal  of  them  alfo  takes  place,  the  new  nails 
foon  affuming  the  morbid  form*.  The  thumb  and 
fingers  are  enlarged,  and  contracted  at  their  arti¬ 
culations,  or  in  fome  cafes  retorted.  On  the  abdo¬ 
men,  the  fkin  is  very  red,  deeply  indented,,  and 
brittle  :  no  thick  incruflation  forms,  but  the  fcales  ap¬ 
pear  thin  and  femitranfparent,  peeling  off  from  time  to 
time  in  large  flakes.  Painful  excoriations  are  occa- 

pag.  289.  290.  Compare  Schenckii  Obs.  Med.  Lib.  V.  De  Licbene,  et 
Furfuribus;  and  Riverius,  De  Impetigine  totius  cutis,  Obs.  Communical. 
39.  Hoffman.  Supplem.  P.  I.  pag.  131—2.  Ephem.  &  Act.  Nat.  Cur. 
Ann.  2 — 8. 

*  Oribas.  Synops.  lib.  III.  De  Virt.  Simpl.  lib.  II.  Aet.  Tetrab. 

IV.  ii,  79. 
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fioned  by  the  preffure  of  fome  parts  of  the  clothing,  or 
by  the  attrition  of  contiguous  furfaces,  as  of  the  nates, 
groin,  thighs,  fcrotum,  &c.  At  an  advanced  period 
of  the  difeafe,  the  cuticle  is  often  more  extensively 
deflroyed :  I  have  feen  all  the  extremities,  the  back, 
and  nates,  excoriated  at  the  fame  time,  with  a  very 
profufe  difcharge  of  thin  lymph  from  the  furface*. 
In  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks,  however,  that  difcharge 
ufualiy  abates,  when,  a  new  cuticle  is  formed,  of  a  dry, 
harlh,  or  almoft  horny  texture,  and  which  from  time 
to  time  feparates  in  large  pieces.  The  fame  circum- 
ftances  are  frequently  repeated,  and  the  difeafe  pro¬ 
ceeds  without  any  coniiderable  remiffion  +  for  an 
indeterminate  length  of  time,  efpecially  in  old  people. 
Young  perfons  are  not  fo  liable  to  it:  yet  1  have  feen 
it  in  fome  under  thirty  years  of  age,  and  in  others 
before  the  time  of  puberty;^,  arifing  perhaps  from  a 
ftrong  hereditary  difpolition. 

The  Pforialis  diffufa,  after  it’s  annual  returns  have 
been  frequently  repeated,  becomes,  in  many  inftances, 

*  Compare  Hoffman,  tom.  III.  pag.  436. 

•t  In  aliis  ver6  plerisque  hie  morbus  continuus  nullas  inducias  conce 
dit;  imh  nullain  remissionem  vel  mediocritatemhabet.  Willis,  pag.  290. 

+  Schenekii  Obs.  Med.  lib.  V.  and  Act.  Nat.  Car.  tom.  I.  Obs.  3 
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permanent^  and  inveterate  *  like  the  difeafe  above  de- 
fcnbed.  The  obhinate  complaint  entitled  Prurigo 
feniiis  (fee  pag.  So — i.)  alfo  terminates  occafionally  in 
the  Pforiafis  inveterata.  A  particular  cafe  of  this  kind 
is  detailed  by  Hippocrates^  Epidem.  lib.  V.  t. 

The  opinion  given  by  Mercurialis  J,  Sennertus,  and 
others,  that  the  Dry  or  Sc  ly  Tetter  is  communicable 
by  contagion,  has  been  contradicted  by  Dr.  Willis. 
"  Impetiginis  infectio  tam  rara,  aut  nulla  eft  ut  miafrna 
“  a  viro  in  uxorem,  aut  ab  h^.c  in  ilium,  affiduc  concum- 
bentibus,  minimc  tranfeat.” — lhave,  however,  obCerved 
that  the  Pforiafis  guttata,  and  the  flight  fcaly  rings, 
mentioned  pag.  idi,  afFed  feveral  children  at  the  fame 
time,  in  large  families,  and  in  fchools,  efpecially  thofe 
who  fleep  together.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
truth  of  the  obfervation  made  by  Hoffmann,  that  a  dif- 
pofition  to  the  difeafe  is  tranfmitted  hereditarily.  “  Sca- 
biem,  praTertim  ficcam,  in  genitos  propagari  obferva- 

*  Tliis  is  one  instance  of  the  transition  of  Psora  into  Lepra,  mentioned 
by  tbe  Greek  pbys  cians,  who  did  not  always  distinguish  Lepra  from  tJie 
Psoriasis  inveU  rata :  see  pag.  1 16. 

t  C(  are  Hcff  nai;.  tom.  III.  pag.  490.  &c. 

J  Proprium  est  Scabiei  humidae  ut  contagio  acquiratur:  et  quamquam 
Scabies  sicca  possit  contagio  capi,  id  tanien  non  adeb  frequens  est. 

De  Morb.  Cutan.  lib.  II.  cap.  4. 

Co.npare  Senneit.  de  Med.Pract.  V.  i,28. 
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tione  non  una  conftat.”  Supplem.  11.  P.  i.  De  affeft. 
haereditar.  §  6.  The  Pforiafis  molt  frequently  occurs 
in  perfons  who  may  be  faid  to  be  of  a  mixed  tem¬ 
perament,  having  fome  of  the  charafteriftics  of  the 
fanguineous,  combined  with  other  appearances  be-, 
longing  to  the  melancholic  temperament.  In  fuch 
perfons,  the  fkin  is  in  general  dry,  the  pulfe  feeble 
and  languid,  or  irregular.  Women  are  much  more 
liable  than  men  to  the  Scaly  Tetter,  and  particularly 
thofc,  of  the  habit  above  mentioned,  who  are  weak 
and  irritable.  The  complaint  often  affeds  them  foon 
after  lying  in.  It  alfo  frequently  takes  place  in  young 
females  alFefted  with  the  Chlorolis,  and  proves  very 
obftinate.  On  the  whole,  I  may  venture  to  fay  that 
this  difeafe,  when  of  confiderable  extent,  is  always 
connecled  with  fome  diforder  of  the  conditution  *. 
Galen  has  remarked  that  feveral  of  the  fcaly  difeafes 
of  the  fkin  originate  from  the  Gout  and  Rheumatifmf. 
In  conformity  to  this  remark,  I  have  feen  the  four  firft 
fpecies  of  Pforiafis,  and  the  Pforiafis  inveterata  fome- 
times  conneded  with  arthritic  complaints,  but  more 
frequently  alternating  with  them. 

*  See  Tloncalli  Hist.  Morb.  p.  33. 

TItfi  Je  to  xcu  Towas  y.itSr’  oXa  T8  a-auatof,  Yuga,  ^tvxof, 

a-7rXs5,  Aoi^r*  *7510;,  A^axoyliacri;,  Gvftol,  Mv^fxnxia,  HXoi, 

Uoifoi- - 01  /*!»  ex  xj  AjSjiIiJe;,  Js  xat  x»S’  iscvlsf. 

Galen,  Isagoge  sect.  17. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Willis*,  who  has  given  an  elaborate  hilloiy  of 
the  Pforiaiis,  and  Lepra  conjointly,  affigns  the  fame 
exciting  Caufes  for  botli  of  them  ;  more  efpecially,  a 
conftant  diet  on  dried  and  faked  meats,  on  pork,  or 
fhell-fifh,  with  the  too  liberal  ufe  of  acid  wines,  bad 
malt  liquors,  &c.  I  formerly  obferved  that  the  Lepra 
can  feldom  be  referred  to  this  mode  of  diet;  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Pforiafis  often  originates  from  occafional 
caufes,  which  are  much  flighter,  or  have  a  more  im¬ 
mediate  operation.  Food  of  difficult  digeftion,  too 
great  a  quantity  of  acid  fruits,  the  unfeafonable  ufe 
of  the  cold  bath,  large  draughts  of  cold  water  taken 
when  the  body  has  been  heated  by  exercife,  and  fome 
improper  mixtures  of  food,  as  of  milk  and  fifh,  are 
the  circumftances  to  which  patients  refer  the  com¬ 
plaint  when  it  appears  in  a  fudden  eruption  on  the 
Ikin ;  and  fuch  caufes  will,  I  apprehend,  be  deemed 
fufficient  to  excite  the  difeafe  in  thofe  who  are  pre- 
difpofed  to  it  conftitutionally. 

Dr.  Falconer’s  obfervations  on  the  caufes  of  the  Le¬ 
pra  Graecorum,  are  more  dire£lly  applicable  to  the 
prefent  diforder.  “  I  have  been  able  in  numerous  in- 
“  fiances  to  trace  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe  to  a  circum- 
“  fiance  fo  general,  that  I  doubt  not  it  is,  if  the  truth 

*  Willis,  de  Medicamentorum  operationibus,  sect.  iii.  cap.  7. 

“  could 
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‘^'Cbuld  be  aWays  difcbvet^d,  Uriivbrfal,  I’liieah  the 
fiidden  applieatibia  of  cold  to  the  bbdy,  when  in  a 
heated  Rate.  -This  Oommonly  happens  frbm  drink- 
"  ing  fome  cold  liqiibr;  but  this  is  riot  peculiarly  ne- 
‘"ceflTary  to'produce  the  difeafe,  as  I  have  feen  it  arife 
from  the  exterrial  application  of  cold.  It  matters 
“  not  in  what  manner  the  body  be  heated,  whether 
*‘  by'Keat  of  fires,  rooms,  or  by  exercife,  ris  coldpro- 
*'  duces  the  fame  effects  in  all  the  above  cafes.  Hence 
fuch  perfons  are  efpecially  liable  to  it  whofe  ways 
of  life  fubject  them  to  fuch  viciffitudes,  as  fmiths  arid 
other  trades,  that  oblige  thofe  who  work  at  them  to 
“  be  near  fires^  or  in  heated  rooms  ;  and  fuch  as  ufe 
violent  exercife  or  labour,  as  huntfmen,  porters,  and 
“  fuch  like,  who  are  too  apt  to  indulge  their  appetites 
“  without  caution.  Women,  in  fituatioris  where  they' 
**  are  expo  fed  to  the  fame  fudden  changes  of  tempera- 
**  ture,  are  liable  to 'the  fame  difeafes,  as  cOoks,  laun- 
dreffes,  &c.  Several  of  them  I  have  feen  in  Bath 
**  Hofpital,  affefted  as  above  defcribed.  It  is  proper 
“  to  obferve  that  the  danger  is  much  lefs  in  thofe 
who  take  cold  liquors  at  the  time  they  are  heated 
“  with  exercife  or  labour,  if  they  continue  to  purfue. 
"  their  labour  for  fome  time  after  drinking,  than  if  they 
“  leave  off  their  work  immediately.  Thofe  cafes  that 
have  feen  were  of  perfons  who  expofed  them- 
felves,  when  at  reR,  to  the  effects  of  cold.  The 
^  2  A  .  fame 
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“  fame  obfervation  holds  equally  true  of  cold  externally 
”  applied.  The  quality  of  the  liquor  drunk  is,  I  be- 
“  lieve,  of  lefs  importance  than  it’s  temperature.  I 
“  have  known  the  difeafe  produced  by  the  drinking 
“  of  water,  milk,  and  beer ;  and  I  doubt  not  many 
“  other  liquors,  if  cold,  would  do  the  fame.”  Pag.  372. 

The  feafon  of  the  year,  or  temperature  of  the  air, 
materially  contributes  towards  the  produftion  of  this 
difeafe.  It  generally  occurs,  according  to  my  own 
obfervation,  in  the  fpring,  when  the  changes  of  the 
ftate  of  the  atmofphere  are  moft  frequent  and  fevere  ; 
but  on  this  point  medical  authors  fpeak  with  fome 
diverlity  of  fentiment*. 

I  have  had  occafion  to  witnefs  the  truth  of  Dr. 
Falconer’s  obfervation s  on  the  confequences  which 
arife  in  the  Scaly  Tetter,  from  a  fudden  retrocelTion 

*  Hippocrates  enumerates  Lepra,  and  Psora,  among  the  spring  diseases; 
Apfa.  20,  lib.  Ill;  but  Avicenna  observes,  “  Scias  quod  Scabies  e.xcorti- 
cata,  et  Impetigines  muJtiplicantur  in  aiitumno.”  IV.  vii.  3,  6.. 

Imprimis  verno  tempore  accidit,  nonnunquam  etiain  hyeme.  Sennert.. 
Pract.  V.  i.  30. 

Porro  hujusmodi  eruptiones  in  quibusdam  temporarias,  adedque  diver- 
simodae  existunt,  namque  in  his  fer^  tantum  in  hyeme  infestant,  circa 
JEStatem  evanescentes ;  item  e  contrd  in  aliis  quasi  brumam  horreant, 
hirundinis  ad.ventiim  et  exitum  expectare  solent.  Willis,  De  Med.  Ope- 
rat.  p.  290. 
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produced  by  cold,  or  by  improper  applications  to 
the  Ikin. — “  It  fometimes  happens  that  a  fudden  ap- 
**  plication  of  cold,  which  originally  produces  the 
**  fcaly  eruption,  will  likewife  caufe  it  to  ftrike  in: 
^  and  whenever  this  occurs  it  produces  great  dif- 
turbance  in  the  fyftem.  Vomiting  is  a  fymptom 
“  that  generally,  if  not  always,  precedes  the  eruption 
at  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe  :  and  when  the 
eruption  is  ftruck  in,  this  fymptom  again  makes  it’s 
appearance.  A  girl  about  fixteen  years  of  age,  hav- 
**  ing  at  the  time  a  leprous  eruption  upon  her,  drank 
*'  when  violently  heated,  a  large  draught  of  cold  water. 

Prefently  afterward  the  eruption  fuddenly  difap- 
“  peared,  on  which  fbe  was  feized  with  a  perpetual 
difpofition  to  vomiting,  and  rejected  every  thing  (he 
*'  fwallowed,  in  a  few  minutes.  Her  health,  in  other 
“  refpefts,  was  not  much  aJffeded,  fave  what  the  fatigue 
“  of  draining,  and  lofs  of  ftrength  by  the  want  of  fuffi- 
“  cient  fuftenance,  produced.  A  variety  of  remedies, 
**  were  tried,  both  external  and  internal.  Beside  the 
**  Bath  waters,  both  drunk,  and  ufed  as  baths,  fhe  tried 
opiates,  bitters,  aromatics,  elix:  aloes,  the  effer- 
**  vefcing  faline  draught,  ipecacuanha  in  fmall  dofes, 
and  a  multitude  of  other  medicines.  Opiates  alfo 
were  externally  applied  to  the  ftomach,  and  bli/lers, 
**  bu  t  all  without  the  lead  effefl.  In  abou  t  eigh  t  months 
afterwards  the  difeafe  had  taken  a  different  turn : 

,  2  A  2  “  the 
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“  the  vomiting  ceafed,  but  her  Umh§;  and,  body,  w#re- 
“  almoft  univerfally  convulfedj  though  without  lofs 
“  of.  the  fenfes.  She  again  ufed  a  variety,  of  remedies 
“  for  feveral  months,  without  receiving  any,  benefit.” 
Pag..  350. 

The  Scaly  Tetter  is .  one  of  the  moil  frequent  Outa- 
neous  difeafes  in,  this .  kingdom.,  Hence  ^  Dr.  Willis 
was  enabled,  from  his  own  obfervation,  to  give; a  fuller 
account  of  it  than  any  other  author  had  done*  The- 
method  of  treatment,  which  he.has  propofed  for  it,  being- 
founded  on  experience,  requires  fome  confideration.- 
He  recommends,  in  the  firfl;  place,  evacuants,  parti¬ 
cularly  bleeding  and  cathartics  ;  and  fecondly,  certain- 
alteratives,  as  the  acidulous  chalybeate  waters,  the 
exprelTed  juices  of  feveral  plants,  whey  taken  alone 
or  impregnated  with  fuccory,  fumitory,  and  lharp 
pointed  dock,  decodion  of  the  woods,  preparations  of 
iron,  and  mercurials. 

1.  I  have  never  feen  a  cafe  of  Pibriafis  in  which 
bleeding,  or  the  repetition  of  purgatives  were  em¬ 
ployed  advantageoufly  ;  and,  from  what,  has  been  ob- 
ferved  refpe£ling  the  predifpofition  to  this  difeafe  (pag, 
175),  I  apprehend,  thofe  remedies  will  be  deemed  ge¬ 
nerally  inadmiflible. 


2.  Of 
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2i  Of  tbe  alterativjes  mentioned. by  Dr.  Willis  thete- 
is-  not  any  which:  can;  be/coniidercdias  fpecihcv  or-  a& 
having  a.  decided;  efficacy  in.  all.cafes  of  the  difeafev 
The  vegetable  ijuices-'dbmot  appear  to  be  of  -  any  mate¬ 
rial  ufe.  Dr.  Willis,'  coinciding  with  the, popular  idea- 
of  an  affinity,  between  the  Scaly  Tetter  and  thejSeurvy^ 
infpires  hopes!  of.curing  the  former  by -the  plants  deno¬ 
minated  anti fcorbutics,  of/ which  we  have  an  extenfive 
lift,  comprehending  probably  feveral  hundred  different 
fpeeies..  If  the :  means  of  cure  were  thus  numerous, 
and  eafy:  to  be  obtained,  we- might  wonder  at  the  fre¬ 
quency-  of.  this  diforderi  and  it’s  -  unconquerable  -ob- 
ftinacy^  in  foipe  cafes,  which  Willis  himfelf  has,  ac^' 
Jcnowledged.*; 

3.  Decoflions  of  guiacum  wood,  willow,  or  farfa- 
parilla,  cannot^alone  be  depended  uponfor-the  cure-of 
Pforiafis.  They  are,  however,  ufeful  auxiliaries  to 
other  medicines  in  fome  ftages  of  the  Pforiafis  diffiifa, 
palmaria,  and  inveterata:  the  -  fame  may  be  faid  re- 
fpe6ling  the  deco61:ion -  of  elm  bark,  faffafrasi  juniper 
tops,  burdock,  mezereon,  &c, 

4,  The  chalybeate  waters  of  Great.  Britain,;  par- 

*  Postquam  radices  allius  egit  mortus ;  Curatio  ejus  perdifficilis  vel 
nulJaest.  WiIJis  de  Msd.'Op.  s.  iii/'c.  7, 

ticularly 
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ticularly  thofe  at  Scarborough,  Cheltenham,  Nevil 
Holt*,  and  Tunbridge,  have  been  at  all  times  particu¬ 
larly  commended  for  their  utility  in  the  Lepra,  Scaly 
Tetter,  and  other  Cutaneous  affedions  f.  Notwith” 
Handing  the  fpecinc  virtues  attributed  by  many  phy- 
ficians  to  thefe  fprings,  they  do  not  feem  to  be  more 
efficacious  than  the  fulphureous  waters,  whether  taken 
internally,  or  applied  to  the  Ikin  by  waffiing  and 
bathingj.  I  have  feen  fome  very  obftinate  cafes  of 
Lepra  and  Pforiafis  completely  cured  by  the  proper 
ufe  of  the  waters  of  Harrogate  and  Croft  in  York- 
fhire.  The  fulphur -waters  at  Moffat,  Shap-moor, 
Broughton,  Kedleflon,  Skipton  and  Wigglefworth  § 
have  likewife  an  eflabliffied  reputation  in  the  cure  of 
the  fame  difeafes. 

5.  Chalybeate  medicines  are  perhaps  occafionally 

*  Dr.  Short,  on  Mineral  Waters,  Vol,  I.  p.  177.  Vol.  II.  257.  and  279. 

•}•  Acidul®  ferrates  contra  hunc  morbum  praescribuntur,  et  non  rarb  in 
signiter  juvant,  quippc,  cum  cretera  quasvis  mendicamenta  incassdm 
cessere,  cum  his  soils  Impetiginem  gravem,  et  pene  leprosam  aliquoties 
curavi.  .  W^'iUis,  p.  292. 

J  Aquae  sulphureae  sunt  bonae  Impetigini  &  Scabiei,  si  ex  eis  fiat  bal- 
neatio.  Avicenna,  L.  TI.Tr.  ii.  c.  59. 

§  Short’s  History  of  Mineral  Waters,  Vol.  I.  314. 

ufeful 
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ufeful  by  removing  certain  ftates  of  the  conftitution, 
with  which  the  Scaly  Tetter  feems  to  be  connefted. 
Thus  when  it  depends  on  the  languid  circulation  of 
the  blood  conftituting  the  chlorotic  habit,  (fee  pag. 
175,)  preparations  of  iron  will  afford  certain  relief. 

6.  Strong  mercurial  preparations  are  of  no  advan¬ 
tage  in  the  Scaly  Tetter,  but  eventually  rather  aggra¬ 
vate  the  complaint.  Of  this  I  am  well  aifured  from 
many  experiments  cautioufly  made  :  Dr.  Willis  has 
likewife  acknowledged  the  repeated  failure  of  mercu¬ 
rial  inunftions,  and  of  mercurial  remedies  taken  in¬ 
ternally  till  they  excited  a  falivation.  His  obfer- 
vations  on  the  fubjed,  may  ferve  to  deter  others 
from  entering  upon  a  mode  of  pvaflice  fo  iniurious  to 
the  conftitution.  “  Aliis  remediis  nihil  juvantibus, 
“  multi  falivationem  quali  atbletam  fortifUmum  ac  tanto 
“  hofti  unice  parem,  commendant.  Attamen  prregrandi 
“  huic  expe61ationi  eventus  non  femper  refpondet : 
“  fateor  enim  me  hoc  remedium  in  quatuor  perfonis 
Impetigne  graviore,  et  medicaraentis  aliis  obftinatd, 
“  laborantibus,  fine  commodo  expertum  fuiffe.  Quidam 
“  ex  his  per  inunftionem  ex  hydrargyro,  aliique  per 
“  catapotia  ex  prsecipitato  folari  in  fputationem  co- 
“  piofiffimam  quam  per  xx  circiter  dies  pertulerunt, 
ciebantur-,  quo  temporis  fpatio  elapfo,  eruptiones 
omnes  fquamofas,  et  papillarum  corymbi  evanuerunt : 

“  nihilomini'is 
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*'^riihilomiht\s  ad  therapeiam  corifittliandam  pdtus  dtse- 
teticu-s  ex-deeo6toTarfde,  cum  crebrd  fudatibnelfub- 
t{is  cratem,  bt-debita^putgatioUe  intei^e^^iinftitutUs, 
*‘'per  menf^m  cbntiniKibatuF;  attameAhocicurfutiirtito, 
“  cum  nuHa' tunc  iiiipetiginis‘‘Veftvgiairelitii:pii'videTen- 
“  tur,  intramenfem  alteram,  nova  ejufdem  morbi  feges 
“  pullularedncipiens,  ‘brevi  ’  tenipbre  ad  ifblitaih  matu- 
**  ritatem  accrevit.  Torrb  cum  unusve-x^eis -banc  medi- 
cinam  repetere,  atque  alter  pd/t  duas*mofbi  recidivas, 
“  cam -vice -terti^  experiri ‘voiuit,  'uterqtie  demum  poll 
*'  immanes  tot  ierumnarum  perpefliones  de  curationis 
ope  decidit 

Unfortunately  one  of  the  'Doftor’s  patients  whb 
underwent  the  harlb  treatment  above -hated  was  a  de¬ 
licate-young  lady,  fifteen  yeaps-df  agei-hencafe  is  given 
at  length,  page  295.  A  flower  and  more  cautious  ad- 
minihration  of  mercurials  Would  not  have  fucceeded 
better.  I  wifh  particularly  to  irriprefs  this  obfervatidn, 
confidering  the  indi  fcriminate 'ufe  of  mercury  in  drf- 
eafes  of  the  fkin.  It  feems  a  point  of  material  cohfe- 
quence  to  afcertain  in  what  Cutaneous  complaints  this 
mineral  will  be  found  ufeful,  and  'in  what  cafes  it  is  in¬ 
efficacious.  If  I  fhould  only  be  enabled,  from  fufficient 
trials,  to  give  correft  information  oh  this ’bead,  tinder 
'the  different  articles  of  which  I  have  ; to  treat,  the  in- 

* 'Wallis  9oo;<n-%fc.  292i.  . 
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tent  of  this  publication  would  not  be  entirely  fruf- 
trated. 

The  three  firft  fpecies  of  Pforiafis,  when  they  ap¬ 
pear  in  a  fudden  eruption  attended  with  febrile  fymp- 
toms  (fee  pag.  153  and  158),  may  be  advantageoufly 
treated  by  adminiftering  in  the  evening  an  emetic  dofe 
of  ipecacuanha,  and  the  following  day  two  or  three 
grains  of  calomel,  or  fome  other  gentle  purgative. 
Afterwards,  by  the  ufe  of  fixed  alcali,  combined  with 
fulphur  praicipitatum,  by  a  light  moderate  diet,  by 
frequently  walhing  with  tepid  water,  and  by  ab- 
ftinence  from  fruits,  acids,  and  fermented  liquors, 
thefe  diforders  may  be  removed  in  two  or  three 
weeks.  But  fhould  the  fcaly  patches,  through  negleft 
on  their  firtl  appearance,  or  from  an  unhealthy  ftate  of 
the  confutation,  have  become  confiderably  enlarged, 
and  have  fpread  over  a  great  part  of  the  body,  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  employ  antimonials,  and  the  warm 
bath,  with  repeated  fridion,  and  decoftions  of  elm- 
bark,  farfaparilla,  dulcamara,  &c.  or  fome  of  the  mi¬ 
neral  waters  formerly  mentioned,  pag.  182. 

The  Pforiafis  inveterata  requires  the  fame  plan  of 
treatment  as  the  Lepra  vulgaris,  and  alphoides;  pag. 
13d  to  146.  The  bark  of  mezereon  root  forms  an  adivc 
ingredient  in  the  decofiions  employed  in  the  cure  of 
.  2  B  thefe 
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thefe  diforders.  I  think  it  right  to  notice  an  obfer- 
vation  refpeding  it’s  ufe,  made  by  a  medical  friend*. 
When  the  patches  of  the  Lepra,  or  Scaly  Tetter,  are 
about  to  difappear,  a  cuticle  of  proper  texture  is  in 
general  formed  at  their  centres,  and  gradually  extends 
toward  the  borders,  till  all  the  fcalinefs  be  removed  ; 
but  if  the  mezereon  have  been  employed,  it  has  the 
effect  of  foftening  the  whole  fcaly  patch  at  once,  or 
of  reiloring  the  cuticle  from  the  circumference  toward 
the  centre. 

In  the  Pforiafis  inveterata  an  ulceration  fometimes 
appears  on  the  fliin.  It  is  preceded  by  a  red,  fliin- 
ing,  brittle  ftate  of  the  cuticle  round  the  ancle ;  cracks 
or  fiffures  are  formed  both  in  the  cuticle,  and  the  Ik  in, 
of  various  magnitudes,  and  in  different  direflions. 
When  the  integuments  are  wholly  removed  from  fome 
part  of  the  difeafed  furface,  the  ulcer  feldom  becomes 
deep,  but  has  an  uneven  bottom,  and  a  red,  thin, 
fmooth  edge,  liable  to  bleed  from  very  (light  caufes. 
A  violent  itching  accompanies  this  fpecies  of  ulce¬ 
ration,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  glairy  fluid  is  difcharged 
from  it.  We  find  much  difficulty  in  healing  the  ulcer, 
the  new  (kin  being  difpofed  to  break,  and  feparate. 
The  following  cerate  may  be  applied  with  advantage. 

*  Dr.  Sinclair,  in  his  own  case. 

R,  Cerat. 
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R.  Cerat.  lapid.  calam.  unc.  3.  Hydrarg.  nitrat.  rubr. 
fcrupulum  j.  M.  After  the  ulceration  is  healed,  if  the 
fkin  round  the  ancle  remain  harfli,  dry,  and  brittle,  it 
will  be  proper  that  the  leg  fhould  often  be  held  ov^er 
the  beam  of  hot  water,  and  that  oiled  filk  fhould  be 
conftantly  worn  round  the  ancle.  When  the  cuticle  is 
extenfively  removed,  and  a  clear  lymph  exudes  from 
the  excoriated  furface(fee  page  173.)  it  is  only  neceffary 
to  employ  a  mild  ointment,  fpread  on  linen  cloth,  or 
calico,  as  in  the  formula  prefcribed  below*. 

In  the  Pforiafis  palmaria,  the  fame  internal  remedies 
are  proper,  as  in  the  other  forms  of  the  difeafe.  If  the 
heat,  drynefs,  and  itching  of  the  palms  be  very  dif- 
trefling,  the  hands  may  be  held  for  fome  time  every 
night  in  the  vapour  of  hot  water,  and  be  then  covered 
with  gloves  made  of  oiled  iilk,  which  fhould  alfo  be 
worn  as  much  as  poffible  during  the  day.  A  little  of  the 
unguentum  hydrarg.  nitrati  may  be  applied  at  bed  time, 
either  alone,  or  diluted  with  a  portion  of  fome  milder 
ointment,  according  to  the  flate  of  the  fkin. — Sea¬ 
bathing  continued  for  three  or  four  fuccefhve  months, 
has  generally  the  efFe61;  of  removing  this  complaint, 
and  preventing  its  returns. 

*  R.  Emplaslv.  UtVvargyri  unc.jj.  ceraeflavae  unc-Ts;  olei  oliv.  unc.  jfs. 
rel  {'.  ut  fial  ungueutuin. 
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All  acrid  applications  are  detrimental  in  the  Pforiafis 
labialis.  The  lips  fhould  not  be  much  expbfed,  either 
to  heat  or  cold,  but  fliould  be  almoft  conftantly  co¬ 
vered  with  fomemild  ointment,  orplaifter,  fuch  as  that 
compofed  of  emplaftrum  lithargyri,  with  wax,  and 
oil ;  pag.  187.  A  temperate  regimen  is  particularly  ne- 
ceflary  ;  and  fuitable  remedies  fliould  be  employed  to 
relieve  pain  of  the  ftomach,  acidity,  flatulence,  &c. 
with  which  this  complaint  is  ufually  conne6led. 

The  Pforiafis  ophthalmica  may  require  fome  of  the 
internal  medicines  mentioned  page  185.  Externally, 
the  unguent,  calcis  hydrargyri  albre,  or  ung.  hydrar- 
gyri  nitrati  foftened  with  ung.  cerae,  may  be  employed 
with  advantage. 

In  the  Pforiafis  fcrotalis,  befides  the  ufe  of  general 
remedies,  care  fhould  be  taken  to  keep  the  parts  clean 
by  walhing  them  with  warm  water,  water-gruel,  &c. 
and  to  prevent  the  effeas  of  attrition,  an  ointment 
compofed  of  three  parts  of  unguentum  cerae,  and  one 
part  of  the  unguentum  hydrargyri  nitrati,  may  be  em¬ 
ployed.  If  the  fcrotum  be  inflamed  and  fore,  with  rha- 
gades  or  chops,  the  ung.  ceruffae  acetatae  will  afford  re¬ 
lief. 

In  the  Pforiafis  unguium  the  nails  may  be  from  time 

to 
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to  time  immerfed  in  warm  water,  and  cut  fmooth. 
The  complaint,  however,  is  more  likely  to  be  re¬ 
moved  by  fea-bathing,  and  other  remedies  which  ad 
on  the  conftitution,  than  by  any  local  application*. 

The  Scaly  Tetter  of  infants  may  be  relieved  by 
antimonials,  and  by  warm  bathing,  or  wafliing  with 
water  gruel.  When  confiderable  excoriations  take 
place,  it  is  proper  to  ufe  mild  applications,  fuch  as  the 
ceratum  lapidis  calaminaris,  and  unguentum  ceruffae 
acetatse  mixed  in  equal  proportions.  Calomel  will  be 
found  ufeful  where  there  are  inflamed  puftules,  or  the 
tubercles  mentioned  page  170. 

*  The  ancients  endeavoured  to  detach  the  nails  by  stimulating  or 
caustic  applications,  hoping  the  new  nails  that  succeeded  would  he  of  a 
better  texture.  See  a  long  chapter  on  this  subject,  in  Aetiusj  Tetrab.  IV. 
Serai.  11. 


ORDER  II, 


III.  PITYRIASIS. 


The  PITYRIASIS  confifts  of  irregular  patches  of 
thin,  flight  fcales,  which  are  repeatedly  produced,  and 
feparated,  but  which  never  form  crufts  (DEF.  II.)  nor 
are  attended  with  fiflures  or  excoriations.  I  think  Pi- 
tyriafts  fhould  be  diftinguifhed  from  Pon  igo.  The  latter 
term  is  employed  by  Roman  medical  authors  to  exprefs 
a  difeafe  of  the  fcalp,  which  often  terminates  in  ulce¬ 
ration*,  whereas  Pityriafis  is,  by  the  beft  Greek  au¬ 
thors,  faid  to  be  always  dry  and  fcaly.  Thus,  ac¬ 
cording 

*  Under  the  term  Porrigo,  Celsus  (L.  Vf.  cap.  2.)  has  included  the 
Pitjriasis/Achores,  and  Ceria  of  the  Greeks:  he  is  followed  in  this  ar¬ 
rangement  by  most  of  the  modern  writers;  as  Manard.  Epist.  Med.  VII. 
cap.  8.  Mercurialis  de  Morb.  Cut.  pag.  75,  Sennert.  Pract.  Med.  Lib. 
V.  Part  iii.  sect.  2.  cap.  7.  St  Guido  de  Cauliaco  Tract.  VI.  ii.  1.  who  con¬ 
founds  it  with  Tinea  lupinosa;  as  does  also  Ambr.  Pare  XVI.  1.  and  Sau- 
vages,  Nosolog.  Meth. — Some,  with  still  greater  impropriety,  rank  the 
Pityriasis  as  a  species  of  Scabies.  Haffenreifer,  De  Cutis  Affeccibus, 
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cording  to  Alexander  and  Paulus,  Pityriafis  is  charac¬ 
terized  by  the  reparation  of  flight  furfuraceous 
“  fubftances  from  the  furface  of  the  head,  or  other 
“  parts  of  the  body,  without  ulceration*.” 

L.  I.  cap.  15.  Theod.  Corbeius,  Patholog.  L.  II.  sect.  v.  cap.  S.  Do- 
lajus,  Encycl.  CI)inirg.  V.  14.  Platerus  De  Doloribus,  cap.  17.  &c.  8cc. 
Lorrv  (De  Morb.  Cut.  4.59)  refers  it  to  the  Lichenes.  It  may  not  be  amiss 
to  observe  that  one  Roman  author,  posterior  to  Celsus,  has  distinguished 
Porrigo-and  Pityriasis  in  the  same  manner  as  I  have  proposed.  See  Mar- 
cellus  de  Medic.  IV.  Pliny,  L.  XX.  and  XXII.  and  Herm.  Barbar. 
Glossem.  in  Plinium. 

*  H  Eftv  XettIwe  a-uijt,dlut  ix  re  T»;  em<paniet(  Ttir  ex  rn 

4.  The  Pityriasis  is  mentioned  by  Galen,  Aetius,  Oribasius,  &c.  as  af¬ 
fecting  the  head  only.  ritly^oi?  0(X,0ia  arra  TB  Tn;  xE(p!t>.»iq  SEf|ia\o?  awo'Tn'TrlEi  TroWvaxi? 
EHo.?  x»Uf*EVois,  Jia  tbIo  nnt.§ia!r.»  oeoi^cc^aat,  o.'.aV.  to  <7y,*7rT«/*«  Islo.  Gal.  de 
Comp.  Med.  sec.  loc.  L.  I.  cap.  6.  ^et.  Tetrab.  IL  ii.  6(3.  Oribas.  Sy- 
nops.  IV.  9.  Actuar.  Med.  II.  5.  Avicenna  has  described  this  appear¬ 
ance  under  the  denomination  of  Alavarati,  which,  he  says,  est  modus 
"  excorticationis  levis  accidentis  capiti  propter  corruptionem  accidentem 
"  in  complexione  propria  cum  impressione  in  superficie  superiore  cutis. 
Lib.  IV.  Fen.  vii.  Tr.  <2.  cap.  24. 

Scias  quod  Furfures  qui  accidunt  in  capite  sunt  corpora  subtnia,parva, 
tenuia,  sicut  furfures,  quae  cadunt  de  superficie  capitis,  et  fiunt  absque 
materia  quae  apparent  sicut  apparet  in  pustulis  quae  effluunt  extra  caput 
in  Sahaphati.  I.  f.  Serapion,  Breviar  Tr.  I.  4.  See  also  Haly  Abbas, 
Theorice  VIII.  18.— Compare  Arnald.  Villanov.  Breviar.  L.  I.  cap.  24. 
Fuhsius  Lib.  1.  cap.  3.  Bonacursius,  De  Mails  externiscap.  14.  andPract. 
Joan,  de  Concoregio,  cap.  8. 
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I  have  obferved  three  varieties  of  this  complaint, 
viz.  Pityriafis  capitis,  Pityriafis  rubra,  and  Pityriafis 
verficolor. 

1.  Pityriasis  capitis,  when  it  affefls  very  young 
infants,  is  termed  by  nurfes  The  Dandriff*.  It  ap¬ 
pears  at  the  upper  edge  of  the  forehead  and  temples,  as 
a  flight  whitifh  fcurf,  fet  in  the  form  of  a  horfe-fhoe : 
on  other  parts,  of  the  head  there  are  large  fcales,  at  a 
diftance  from  each  other,  flat,  and  femipellucid;  PL. 
XVII.  Fig.  1.  Sometimes  however  they  nearly  cover 
the  whole  of  the  hairy  fcalp,  being  clofe  together  like 
tiling.  A  fimilar  appearance  may  take  place  in  adults, 
but  it  is  ufually  the  effefl  of  Lepra,  Scaly  Tetter,  or 
fome  general  difeafe  of  the  Ikin.  Perfons  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age  have  the  Pityriafis  capitis  in  nearly  the 
fame  form  as  infants  have  it:  the  only  difference  is 
that  the  complaint,  in  old  people,  occafions  larger  ex¬ 
foliations  of  the  cuticle. 

When  the  hair  is  thin,  or  the  head  /haven,  the  fcales 
may  be  removed  by  the  careful  ufe  of  foap  and  warm 
watert,  or  by  an  alcaline  lotion.  It  is  particularly  ne- 

*  Turner,  On  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  pag.  7. 

f  Furfura  removentur  continuh  abradendo  caput,  et  singulis  noctibus 
inungendo,  et  postero  mane  in  multS.  aqua  calida  ebluendo  in  balneo,  vel 
in  dome.  Rhazes  de  Re  Medica,  Lib.  V.  4, 
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ceflary  to  enforce  this  practice,  for  if  Scales  inter¬ 
mixed  with  fordes  be  permitted  to  cover  the  fcalp  for 
a  length  of  time,  Paflales,  containing  an  acrimonious 
lymph,  are  formed  under  the  incruftation,  and  the 
true  Porrigo*  often  fupervenes. 

2.  The  Pityriasis  rubra  is  preceded  by  a  diffufe 
rednefs,  and  flight  roughnefs,  of  fome  portions  of  the 
furface.  A  few  days  after  this  appearance,  the  parts 
affeded  become  fcurfy,  but  the  new  cuticle  formed 
under  the  fcurf  (DEF.  I.)  prefently  feparates,  and,  after 
many  of  thefe  exfoliations  and  renewals,  a  fcalinefs  is 
produced,  DEF.  II.  The  fcales  are  mofl  confpicuous 
on  the  face,  hands,  and  fingers.  Thofe  who  arc  af¬ 
fected  with  the  Pityriafis  rubra  feldom  have  any  fen- 
fible  perfpiration.  The  flcin  is  dry,  and  difpofed  to 
crack,  and  the  fecretion  in  the  miliary  glands  being 
{lowly  performed,  the  fluid  condenfes  before  it  can  be 
difcharged,  fo  that  the  fmall  duCt  of  every  gland  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  a  fhort  briflle  fixed  in  it.  This  complaint 
is  further  attended  with  a  troublefome  itching,  with  a 
fenfation  of  ftiffnefs  and  forenefs  in  the  fkin,  with  lan- 
guor,and  great  reltleflhefs.  It  afFe£ts,in  fome  cafes, only 
the  face  and  neck,  but  in  others  it  extends,  though  not 

*  Pejor  pervenlt  ad  ulcera,  et  ad  corruiiipenduin  origines  capillorum, 
&;c,  Avicen.  tom.  II.  pag.  240. — Sec  Con.stantin.  African,  op.  pag.  5. 
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continuoufly,  to  every  part  of  the  furface  of  the  body. 
As  it  proceeds,  the  rednefs  abates  confiderably,  and 
■^hen  the  fcalinefs  is  removed,  the  fkin  appears  of  a 
fallow  or  yellowilh  hue.  At  intervals,  however,  and 
often  without  any  affignable  caufe,  the  rednefs  re¬ 
turns,  and  all  the  fymptoms  are  aggravated:  in  this 
manner  the  difeafe  is  often  prolonged  for  many  months. 
When  the  rednefs  affefls  the  palm  of  the  hand,  it 
is  often  fucceeded  by  an  appearance  refembling  the 
Pforialis  palmaria* ;  pag.  163-4. 

The  Pityriafis  rubra  generally  occurs  at  an  advanced 
period  of  life,  but  I  have  feen  it  in  feveral  young  men 
who  h^d  travelled  through  various  climates.  It  may 
be  removed  by  taking  the  compound  decofiion  of  far- 
faparilla  with  an  antimonial,  and  by  the  ufe  of  tepid 
baths,  more  efpecially  of  thofe  prepared  with  fea- 
water. — A  flight  appearance  of  this  complaint  takes 
place  on  the  cheeks  and  round  the  mouth  in  perfons 
who  are  accuflomed  to  fit  near  a  ftrong  fire  after  ex- 
pofure  to  a  very  cold  atmofphere. 

3.  The  Pityriasis  versicolor  chiefly  affefts  the 

*  In  a  case  attended  by  Dr.  Blair  of  Lewes,  "  the  cuticle  on  tire  hands 
and  feet,  especially  in  the  palms  and  soles,  wa’s  thickened,  rough,  dry,, 
and  in  many  places  deeply  fissured,  with  pain,  and  inconvenience  im 
handling  any  thing,  or  in  walking.” 
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arms,  breaft,  and  abdomen.  It  is  diffufed  very  irre¬ 
gularly,  and  being  of  a  colour  different  from  the  ufual 
colour  of  the  ficin,  it  exhibits  a  lingular,  chequered  ap¬ 
pearance;  fee  PL.  XVII.  Fig.  2.  The  patches,  which 
are  at  firft  fmall,  and  of  a  brown  or  yellow  hue,  appear 
at  the  fcrobiculus  cordis,  about  the  mamma?,  clavicles, 
&c.  Enlarging  gradually,  they  affume,  in  many  cafes, 
a  telTelated  form.  In  fome  cafes  they  are  branched,  fo 
as  to  referable  the  Foliaceous  Lichens*  growing  on  the 
bark  of  trees  ;  and,  in  others,  when  the  difcolouration 
is  not  continuous,  they  fugged  the  idea  of  a  map,  being 
diftributed  on  the  Ikin,  like  iQands,  continents,  penin- 
fulas,  &c.  All  the  difcoloured  parts  are  flightly  rough 
with  minute  fcales,  which  foon  fall  off,  but  which  are 
conftantly  replaced  by  others.  This  fcurf  or  fcalinefs 
is  moft  confpicuous  on  the  hdes,  and  epigaftric  region. 
The  cuticular  lines  are  fomewhat  deeper  in  the  patches 
than  on  the  contiguous  parts  ;  but  there  is  not  an  ele¬ 
vated  border,  or  any  diftinguifliing  boundary,  between 
the  difcoloured  part  of  the  fkin,  and  that  which  retains 
it’s  natural  colour.  The  difcolouration  rarely  extends 
over  the  whole  body.  It  is  mod  drong  and  full  round 
the  umbilicus,  on  the  breads,  and  fides  :  it  feldora  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  fkin  over  the  dernum,  or  along  the  fpmc 
of  the  back.  Interdices  are  mod  numerous  and  larged 

*  Linn.  Gen.  pi.  lOOj. 
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at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  and  back,  where  the 
fcales  are  often  fmall,  diftinfl,  and  a  little  deprelled. 
The  face,  nates,  and  lower  extremities  are  lead  affeft- 
ed;  but  the  patches  are  found  upon  the  arms,  chiefly 
on  the  infide,  where  they  are  diftincl,  and  of  different 
fizes. 

The  Pityriafls  verficolor  is  not  merely  a  cuticular 
difeafe,  for  when  the  cuticle  is  abraded  from  any  of 
the  patches,  the  fallow  colour  remains,  as  before,  in 
the  flcin  or  rete  mucofum.  This  Angular  appearance 
is  not  attended  with  any  internal  diforder,  nor  with 
any  troublefome  fymptom,  except  a  little  itching  and 
irritation  felt  on  getting  into  bed,  and  after  flrong  ex*- 
ercife,  or  drinking  warm  liquors.  There  is  fometimes 
a  flight  rednefs  in  feveral  of  the  difcoloured  patches, 
and  fometimes  an  appearance  like  the  Lichen  pilaris; 
but  eruptions  of  this  kind  are  not  permanent,  neither 
do  they  produce  any  change  in  the  original  form  of  the 
complaint. 

The  Pityriafls  verficolor  is  always  oflong  duration.  I 
have  obferved  it  remaining,  in  fome  perfons,  for  four, 
five  or  fix  years.  It  is  not  limited  to  any  age,  or  fex. 
It’s  caufes  I  am  not  able  to  point  out  with  certainty. 
Several  patients  have  referred  it  to  fruit,  taken  in  too 
great  quantity:  foine  have  thought  it  was  produced 
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by  eating  mufhrooms,  others  by  expofure  to  fudden 
alternations  of  cold  and  heat.  In  fome  individuals 
who  had  an  irritable  (kin,  and  occafionally  ufed  violent 
exercife,  I  have  feen  the  complaint  produced,  or  at 
lead  much  aggravated,  by  wearing  flannel  next  to  the 
fkin.  I  have  likewife  obferved  it  in  perfons  who  had 
refided  for  a  length  of  time  in  a  tropical  climate. 

The  Maculas  hepatica?  defcribed  by  Solenander,  and 
Sennertus'"‘feem  referable  to  the  prefent  article :  "  Vulgd 
‘  notus  efl;  affeflus  quern  GermaniLevcrfledte  nominant, 

*  proculdubio  quod  ex  hepate  ortum  habere  credant ; 

*  maculae  fcilicet  fufcas,  vel  ex  flavo  nigricantes,  latae, 

*  palmi  magnitudine,  inguina  imprimis,  et  pe6lus  ac 
'  dorfum  occupantes,  imo  totum  pectus  interdum  ob- 
‘  tegentes,  cum.  cutis  qu^dam  levi  afperitate,  quae 
‘  fquammas  aut  furfures  quafi  emittit,  quae  tamen  non 
‘  uno  loco  haerent,  fed  hinc,  indb,  dilfeminantur,  et 

*  modb  evanefcunt  modb  rurfus  emergunt.  Eas  unicus, 
‘  quantum  memini,  dare  defcribit  Reinerus  Solenan- 
^  der,  fed.  V.  Confil.  ii.  fed  fine  nomine.  Ipfae  quidem 
‘  maculae  per  fe  nihil  periculi  conjundum  habent,. 
‘  neque  aliquem  raoleftiam  pariunt,  cijin  non  in  facie 

*  aut  manibus,  ut  lentigines,  fed  in  loci s  vellibu^  teflis 
‘  oboriantur.’ 


*  Med.  Pract.  Lib.  V.  iii.  L  6,. 
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The  dark  coloured  fpots,  which  frequently  appear 
on  the  {kin  of  pregnant  women,  fliould  not  perhaps  be 
ranked  under  this  head,  being  never  attended  with 
roughnefs  or  fcalinefs  of  the  {kin.  For  the  fame  reafon  it 
is  proper  to  exclude  Ephelides,  and  other  Maculae,  fuch 
as  the  difcolourations  which  appear  during  a  mercurial 
courfe,  or  after  it,  and  which  are  diftinguifhable  by  a 
border  of  a  deeper  tinge  than  that  of  the  center. — Al¬ 
though  the  Pityriafis  verficolor  is  not  in  itfelf  a  diforder 
of  any  ferious  confequence,  yet  both  medical  and 
chirurgical  practitioners  fhould  have  a  proper  know¬ 
ledge  of  it.  Thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  it’s  ap¬ 
pearance,  efpecially  when  it  is  diffufed  in  feparate  or 
fcattered  patches,  fometimes  midake  it  for  a  fyphilitic 
fymptom ;  there  is  hot,  however,  fo  far  as  I  have  feen, 
any  venereal  appearance,  which  at  all  refembles  it. 

I  have  not  been  very  fuccefsful  in  my  medicinal 
treatment  of  this  fpecies  of  Pityriafis.  Acids,  alcalis, 
mercurials,  and  antimonials,  under  whatever  form, 
feemed  to  produce  no  beneEcial  effect.  Some  advan¬ 
tage  was,  however,  derived  from  ufing  firft  a  warm 
bath  of  fea-water,  and  afterwards  bathing  in  the  open 
fea ;  and  in  one  inilance  the  complaint  was  by  thefe 
means  wholly  removed. 


ORDER 
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IV.  ICTHYOSIS. 


ICTHYOSIS  is  chara6lerized  by  a  permanently 
harfh,  dry,  fcaly,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  almoft  horny 
texture  of  the  integuments  of  the  body,  unconnefled 
with  internal  diforder.  Pforiafis  and  Lepra  differ  from 
Icthyofis  in  being  but  partially  diffufed,  and  in  having 
deciduous  fcales. 

There  is  a  peculiar  arrangement,  and  diiiribution,  of 
the  fcales  in  this  difeafe.  Round  the  olecranon,  on  the 
arm  (PL.  XVIIL),  and  near  the  patella  on  the  thigh  and 
leg,  they  are  fmall,  rounded,  prominent  or  papillary, 
and  of  a  black  colour.  Some  of  the  fcaly  papill®  have 
a  fhort,  narrow  neck,  and  broad,  irregular  tops.  On 
fome  parts  of  the  extremities,  and  on  the  trunk  of  the 
body,  the  fcales  are  flat,  and  large,  often  placed  like 
tiling,  or  like  the  fcales  on  the  back  of  a  fifh  ;  but  in  a 
few  cafes  they  have  appeared  feparate,  being  inter 
feded  by  whitifh  furrows.  There  is  ufually  in  this 

complaint 
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complaint  a  drynefs,  and  roughnefs  of  the  foies  of  the 
feet,  fometimes  a  thickened,  and  brittle  ftate  of  the 
{kin  in  the  palms  of  the  hands,  wiih  large  painful 
filfures,  and  on  the  face  an  appearance  of  fcurf  rather 
than  of  fcales.  The  inner  part  of  the  wrifts,  the  hams, 
the  infi.de  of  the  elbow,  the  furrow  along  the  fpine, 
and  the  inner  and  upper  part  of  the  thighs  are  perhaps 
the  only  parts  of  the  fkin  always  exempt  from  fcali- 
nefs.  Patients  affecled  with  the  Icthyofis  are  occa- 
fionally  much  haralfed  with  inflamed  Puftules  (Phly- 
zacia,  DEF.  X.  t.)  or  with  large,  painful  boils  on  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  body :  it  is  alfo  remarkable  that  they 
never  feem  to  have  the  leall  perfpiration,  or  moillure 
on  the  fkin. 

This  difeafe  did  not,  in  any  cafe  prefented  to  me, 
appear  to  have  been  tranfmitted  hereditarily,  but  I 
have  feen  two  or  three  children  of  the  fame  parents 
aflfefled  with  it*.  In  feveral  inftances  the  difeafe  was 
Paid  to  have  appeared  immediately  after  birth,  but  in 
others  to  have  occurred  at  the  age  of  two  or  three 
months :  in  one  cafe  it  appeared  foon  after  the  Small- 

*  This  is  not  universal;  for  in  some  instances  one  child  is  affected  with 
Icthyi  sis,  while  all  the  rest  have  a  clear  and  soft  skin.  Mr.  Baker’s 
case  (pag.  207)  ascertains  that  the  disorder  is  sometimes  hereditary. 

pox. 
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pox,  at  the  age  of  two  years,  and  had  continued  fix  or 
feven  years  without  alteration. 

When  a  portion  of  the  hard  fcaly  coating  is  removed, 
it  is  not  foon  produced  again.  The  eafieft  mode  of 
removing  the  fcales  is  to  pick  them  off  carefully  with 
the  nails,  from  any  part  of  the  body  while  it  is  im- 
merfed  in  hot  water.  The  layer  of  cuticle  which  re¬ 
mains  after  this  operation  is  harlh  and  dry ;  and  the 
(kin  did  not,  in  the  cafes  I  have  noted,  recover  it's 
ufual  texture  and  foftnefs;  but  the  formation  of  the 
fcales  was  prevented  by  a  frequent  ufe  of  the  warm 
bath,  with  moderate  friflion. 

A  fiiort  cafe  given  by  Panarolus,  (Pentecofte,  V.  obf. 
9.)  feems  referable  to  the  article  of  Icthyofis.  ‘  Vidi- 

*  mus  nos  pulchrara  muUerem,  cui  cutis  pifcium  aut 

*  ferpentum  more  fquammas  minutiffimas  reprefenta- 

*  bat,  qu£e  tanquam  acutiflimai  fpinae  tadum  mirific6 

*  loedebant.  Hoc  autem  nullo  modo  credas,  ledor,  or- 

*  turn  habuifle  ab  aliquo  morbo,  ut  puta  Scabie,  Ele- 

*  phantiafi,  et  fimilibus,  fed  res  erat  abfolutb  naturalis.’ 

Another  inftance  of  the  fame  kind  is  related  by  Stal- 
part  Vander  Wiel,  obf.  35.  cent.  II.  *  Anno  1683,  menfe 

*  maio,  Hagee  puer  quidam,  10  circ.  annorum,  confpi- 

*  ciendus  exhibebatur,  nomine  Bernardus,  Bifeglias 

2  D  *  (quod 
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‘  (quod  eft  regni  Neapolitani  ad  Hadrise  litora  oppi- 
‘  dum)  natus;  cujus  patri  Petro  Antonio  Configlio  no- 

*  men  erat :  mater  Elizabetha  Naftafia  vocabatur.  Pueri 
‘  illius  manus,  pedefque  toti  quanti  fquammei  erant, 
‘  brachia  autem  et  crura,  atque  adeb  totum  corpus,  ex- 

*  cepto  folo  capite,  veluti  phocaj  pelle  obducla,  con- 
‘  taftuque  dura  erant  et  fcabra.  Narrabat  matertera, 

*  cujus  curaj  ipfe  creditus  erat,  ortam  fuifte  iftam  cutis 

*  deformitatem,  quod  mater,  cum  linteaminum  pur- 
‘  gandorum  caufa  littus  peteret,  in  flumine  vicino  va- 

*  rios  fquammatos  et  teRaceos  vidiftet  pifces,  quorum, 

*  imaginem  tarn  firmiter  cerebro  impreffiflet,  ut  non  ita 
‘  did  poft  a  marito  impraegnata,  pifciumque  perpetub 

*  memor  fcetum  pepererit,  inftar  pifcis  fquammofum, 

*  facie  tamen,  colloque  decorum,  reliquo  autem  cor- 
*pore  prorfus  nigricantera,  et  obfcuro  quodam,  fca- 

*  broque  obdublum  mufco,  quapropter  idem  nudus  non 

*  tantopere  frigore,  quam  quidem  -alii  infeftabatur. 
‘  Puer  ille  ingenio,  quantum  ajtas  ferebat,  fubtili  et 

*  acri,  ac  quod  mirere,  pifcium  avidus  admodbm  erat, 

*  adeb  ut  poft  crebriorem  carnis  efum  male  fe  baberet. 

*  Ipfe  etiam  cum  aliis  medicis  ex  ejus  corpore  pro- 

*  deuntem  animadvert!  qualem  pifces  diffundunt  odo- 

*  rem,  quern  quivis  admoto  propibs  nafo  percipere  po- 

*  terat.  Delapfis  veteribus  noviB  fuccedebant  illicb 

*  fquamtE  quibus  evulfis  mox  effluebat  fanguis.’ 


Some 
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Some  obfervations  on  a  difeafed  ftate  of  the  (kin, 
fimilar  to  the  Icthyofis  above  defcribed,  appear  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadlions,  Vol.  XIV.  No.  160 ;  and  a 
ftriking  inftance  of  the  fame,  though  fomewhat  differ¬ 
ently  modified,  is  inferted.  No.  424,  by  John  Machin, 
Sec.  R.  S.  Grelham  ProfefTor  of  Aflronomy. 

*  A  country  labourer  living  not  far  from  Eufton- 

*  Hall,  in  Suffolk,  fhewed  a  boy,  his  fon,  about  fourteen 
'  years  of  age,  having  a  cuticular  diftemper  of  a  dif- 

*  ferent  kind  from  any  hitherto  mentioned  in  the  hif- 

*  tories  of  difeafes.  His  fkin  (if  it  might  be  fo  called) 

*  feemed  rather  like  a  dufky-coloured  thick  cafe,exa6Uy 
,  fitting  every  part  of  his  body,  made  of  a  rugged  bark 
‘  or  hide,  with  bridles  in  fome  places  *,  which  cafe,  co- 

*  vering  the  whole  excepting  the  face,  the  palms  of  the 
‘  hands,  and  the  foies  of  the  feet,  caufed  an  appearance 
‘as  if  thofe  parts  alone  were  naked  and  the  reft 

*  cloathed.  It  did  not  bleed  when  cut  or  fcarified, 

*  being  callous  and  infenfible.  It  was  faid  he  fheds 

*  it  once  every  year,  about  autumn,  at  which  time  it 

*  ufually  grows  to  the  thicknefs  of  three-fourths  of  an 

*  inch,  and  then  is  thruft  off  by  the  new  fkin  which 

*  is  coming  up  underneath.  It  was  not  eafy  to  think 

*  of  any  fort  of  fkin,  or  natural  integument  that  ex- 
'  a6lly  refembled  it.  Some  compared  it  to  the  bark  of 

*  a  tree;  others  thought  it  looked  like  feal-fkin ;  others 

2  D  2  ‘  like 
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‘  like  the  hide  of  the  Elephant,  or  the  {kin  about  the 
‘  -legs  of  the  Rhinoceros ;  and  fome  took  it  to  be  like  a 
wart  or  number  of  warts,  uniting  and  overfpreading 

*  the  whole  body.  The  bri/lly  parts,  which  were 
‘  chiefly  about  the  belly  and  flanks,  looked  and  ruflled 

*  like  the  briftles  or  quills  of  an  hedge-hog,  fhorn  oflF 
‘  within  an  inch  of  the  Ikin.  His  face  was  well  fea- 
'  tured  and  of  a  good  complexion,  if  not  rather  too 

*  ruddy  :  and  the  palms  of  his  hands  were  not  harder 

*  or  in  worfe  condition  than  is  ufual  for  workmen  or 
'  labourers.  His  lize  was  proper  for  his  age :  his  body 
‘  and  limbs  flraight,  and  excepting  a§  to  his  deformity, 

‘  well  Ihapen.  This  rugged  covering  gave  him  no 
‘.pain  or  uneafinefs,  unlefs  that  fometimes  after  hard 
‘.work,  it  was  apt  to  ftart  and  cleave,  and  caufe  a 
‘  bleeding:  and  notwithflanding  the  unufual  difpofition 
‘  of  his  humours  to  form  fo  ftrange  an  integument,  his 
‘  natural  excretions  were  faid  to  be  in  the  ordinary 
‘  courfe  and  manner,  without  any  thing  remarkable  at- 
‘  tending  them.  The  father  knew  of  no  accident  to 
‘  account  for  this  diflempered  habit,  but  faid  that  his 
‘  Ikin  was  clear  at  his  birth  as  in  other  children,  and  fo 
‘  continued  for  about  feven  or  eight  weeks ;  after 

*  which,  without  his  being  lick,  it  began  to  turn  yellow, 
‘  as  if  he  had  had  the  jaundice,  from  which  by  degrees 

*  it  changed  black,  and  in  a  little  time  afterwards  thick* 
‘  ened,  and  grew  into  that  Hate  it  appeared  in  at  pre- 

fent,- — 
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*  fent, — that  he  has  been  in  health  from  his  birth,  and 
‘  hath  no  ficknefs  at  the  feafon  when  he  fheds  it.  He 
‘  further  faid,  that  his  mother  had  received  no  fright  to 
‘  his  knowledge,  whilil  Ihe  was  with  child ;  and  hath 
‘  borne  him  many  other  children,  none  of  which  have 
‘  ever  had  this,  or  any  other  unufual  diftemper  -or  de- 
‘formity.’ 

The  feqiiel  of  this  cafe  is  given  in  the  XLIXth 
VoL  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfadions,  (Part  I.  for  the 
year  1755)  by  Henry  Baker,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  ‘  His  name 

*  is  Edward  Lambert.  He  is  now  forty  years  of  age;  a 

*  good-looking,  well-fhaped  man,  of  a  florid  counte- 

*  nance,  and  when  his  body  a/id  hands  are  covered, 

*  feems  nothing  different  from  other  people.  But,  ex- 

*  cept  his  head  and  face,  the  palms  of  his  hand,  and 
‘  bottoms  of  his  feet,  his  Hein  is  all  over  covered  in  the 

*  fame  manner  as  in  the  year  1731,  which  therefore  I 
‘  fhall  trouble  you  with  no  other  defeription  of,  than 

*  what  you  will  find  in  Mr.  Machines  account ;  only 

*  begging  leave  to  obferve,  that  this  covering  feemed  to 

*  me  mofl  nearly  to  referable  an  innumerable  company 

*  of  warts,  of  a  dark  brown  colour,  and  a  cylindric 

*  figure,  rifing  to  a  like  height  and  growing  as  clofe  as 

*  poffible  to  one  another,  but  fo  ftitf  and  elaftic,  that 

*  when  the  hand  is  drawn  over  them,  they  make  a 

*  ruflling  noife.  When  I  faw  this  man  in  the  month  of 

*  September 
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*  September  laft,  they  were  fhedding  off  in  feveral 

*  places,  and  young  ones  of  a  paler  brown  fucceeding 

*  in  their  room,  which  he  told  me  happens  annually  in 

*  fome  of  the  autumn  or  winter  months;  and  then  he 

*  commonly  is  let  blood,,  to  prevent  fome  little  ficknefs, 

*  which  he  elfe  is  fubjeQ:  to,  whilft  they  are  falling  off. 

*  At  other  times  he  is  incommoded  by  them  no  other- 
‘  wife  than  by  the  fretting  out  of  his  linen,  which,  he 

*  fays,  they  do  very  quickly  ;  and  when  they  come  to 

*  their  full  growth,  being  then  in  many  places  near  an 

*  inch  in  height,  the  preffure  of  his  clothes  is  trouble- 

*  fome.  He  has  had  the  Small-pox,  and  been  twice 

*  falivated,  in  hopes  of  getting  rid  of  this  difagreeable 

*  covering;  during  which  diforders  the  wanting  came 

*  off,  and  his  flcin  appeared  white  and  fmooth  like  that 

*  of  other  people,  but,  on  his  recovery,  foon  became 

*  as  it  was  before.  His  health  at  other  times  has  been 
‘  very  good  during  his  whole  life.  But  the  moft  ex- 
‘  traordinary  circumftance  of  this  man’s  ftory,  and  in- 

*  deed  the  only  reafon  of  my  giving  you  this  trouble, 

*  is,  that  he  has  had  fix  children,  all  with  the  fame  rug- 

*  ged  covering  as  himfelf ;  the  firft  appearance  whereof 

*  in  them,  as  well  as  in  him,  came  on  in  about  nine 

*  weeks  after  the  birth.  Only  one  of  them  is  now  living, 

*  a  very  pretty  boy,  eight  years  of  age,  whom  I  faw,  and 

*  examined,  with  his  father,  and  who  is  exaflly  in  the 

*  fame  condition  which  it  is  needlefs  to  repeat.  He  alfo 

‘  has 
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*  has  had  the  Small-pox,  and  during  that  time ‘was  free 

*  from  this  diforder.  It  appears  therefore  paft,  all  doubt, 
‘  that  a  race  of  people  may  be  propagated  by  this  man, 

*  having  fuch  rugged  coats  or  coverings  as  himfelf : 

*  and  if  this  fhould  ever  happen,  and  the  accidental 
'  original  be  forgotten,  ’tis  not  improbable  they  might 

*  be  deemed  a  different  fpecies  of  mankind ;  a  confi- 

*  deration  which  would  almofl  lead  one  to  imagine, 

*  that  if  mankind  were  all  produced  from  one  and  the 

*  fame  flock,  the  black  fkins  of  the  negroes,  and  many 

*  other  differences  of  the  like  kind,  might  poflibly  have 

*  been  originally  owing  to  fome  fuch  accidental  caufe,’ 

The  inhabitants  of  Paraguay  are,  according  to  M. 
Buffbn,  much  affefted  with  the  I6lhyofis,  or  a  complaint 
nearly  refembling  it.  *  11  regne  parmi  eux  une  ma- 

*  ladie  extraordinaire ;  c’eft  une  efpece  de  Lhpre  qui 

*  leur  couvre  tout  le  corps,  et  y  forme  une  croute  fem- 

*  blable  a  des  ecailles  de  poiffon:  cette  incommoditfe  ne 

*  leur  caufe  aucune  douleur,  ni  meme  aucun  autre  de- 
‘  rangement  dans  la  fante.’ 

Buffon  Hifl.  Naturelle,  tom.  III.  p.  507. 
from  Les  Lettres  Edifiantes,  Recueil  25.  p.  122. 

A  flate  of  the  fkin  fimilar  to  that  in  Iflhyofis,  takes 
place  partially,  under  a  variety  of  circumflances.  It 
occurs  on  the  limbs  of  perfons  who,  from  long  conti¬ 
nued 
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nued  ill-health,-  or  a  weakly  conftitution,  are  much 
emaciated,  and  have  little  perfpiration.  When  inve¬ 
terate  ulcers  of  the  lower  extremities  are  at  length 
Healed,  the  common  integuments  are  not  replaced  in 
the  ,ufual  order:  inllead  of  the  cuticle,  the  legs  are 
covered  with  thick,  dry,  Ihining  fcales,  varioufly  dif- 
pofed.  In  fome  cafes  of  Anafarca,  likewife,  the  Ikin 
becomes  fcaly,  rigid  and  inelaftic,  as  reprefented  PL. 
XIX.  This  rugged  coating  prevents  for  a  time,  any 
farther  enlargement  of  the  limbs ;  but  the  effufed 
lymph,  by  its  gradually  increahng  preffure,  at  laft  over¬ 
comes  the  refinance,  and  is  difeharged  through  innu¬ 
merable  crevices. 

2.  IcTHYOsis  CORNEA.  I ncvcr met  with an inftance 
of  a  horny  rigidity  of  the  integuments,  impeding  the 
motion  of  the  mufcles,  or  joints.  It  is,  however,  men¬ 
tioned  by  authors  as  affefting  the  lips*,  prepucef,  toes, 
fingers:^;,  &c.  and  as  fometimes  extending  over  nearly 
the  whole  body.  A  lingular  cafe,  of  the  latter  de- 
feription,  is  recorded  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfactions, 
Vol.  XLVlll.  Part.  2.  pag.  580.  ‘  A  young  woman, 

*  Verbrug,  De  Aneurismate. 

-j*  Reghellini,  Osservazione  Sopra  alcuni  Casi  Rari,  I. 

J  See  Affectus  Cutaneus  singularis,  ab  Abrahamo  Valero,  Eph:  Nat. 
Cur.  I.  pag.  89.  and  Zacut.  Lusitan.  LXI.  Pr.  Hist.  obs.  188. 

‘  feventeen 
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*  f^venteen  years  old,  called  Patrizia  Galiera,  was 

*  brought  to  the  Royal  Hofpital,  in  June,  175^> 

*  placed  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Crufio,  who  was  in- 

*  formed  by  her,  that  the  complaint  was  an  exceffive 

*  tendon  and  hardnefs  of  her  ikin  over  all  her  body, 
'  by  which  Ihe  found  herfelf  fo  bound  and  ftraight- 

*  ened,  that  fhe  could  hardly  move  her  limbs.  Upon 

*  examining  her  he  found  her  fkin  hard  to  the 

*  touch,  like  wood,  or  a  dry  hide ;  however  he  ob- 

*  ferved  fome  difference  in  the  degree  of  the  hard* 

*  nefs  ;  for  in  fome  places  it  was  greater,  as  in  the  neck, 

*  forehead,  and  particularly  in  the  eye-lids  ;  infomuch 

*  that  fhe  could  neither  raife  nor  entirely  fhut  them. 

*  It  was  alfo  very  great  in  the  lips,  tongue,  and  on  each 

*  fide  of  her  body.  She  could  fcarce  open  her  mouth, 

*  not  from  any  fault  in  the  digaflric,  or  other  mufcles, 

*  but  from  the  hardnefs  of  the  fkin  that  covered  the  lips 
^  and  cheeks,  and  that  would  not  permit  her  to  draw 

*  down  the  lower  jaw.  This  was  the  cafe  in  the 

*  other  parts  of  the  body ;  the  mufcles  being,  as  it 

*  were,  tyed  down  and  compreffed  by  a  dry,  hard, 

*  and  unpliable  covering.  Her  fkin  had  loft  its  na- 
^  tural  warmth,  but  was  fenfible  when  it  was  preffed 
‘  upon  by  the  nails  or  a  pin,  the  patient  then  faying 

*  that  fhe  felt  a  pain,  as  if  the  fkin  were  tearing.  Her 
‘  pulfe  was  perceived  to  be  deep  and  obfcure;  but 
^  equal  and  regular.  Her  refpiration  was  free  and  un- 

2  E  *  interrupted 
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*  interrupted  :  her  digeftion  was  good;  and  Ihe  found 

*  no  inconvenience  after  eating,  except  a  greater  ftraight- 

*  riefs  and  an  uneafy  conftridion  round  the  belly.  As 

*  to  the  natural  excretions,  the  alvine  were  eafy  and 
‘proper;  but  the  urinary  fometimes  exceeded  the 

*  quantity  of  what  Oie  drank,  and  appeared  loaded  with 

*  falts:  both  which  circumftances  perhaps,  proceeded 

*  from  the  fenfible  and  infenlible  perfpiration  being  en- 

*  tirely  wanting.  Eor  upon  her  being  alked  whether 
^  ftie  ever  fweated,  fhe  anfwered,  that  Ihe  did  not, 
‘  though  fhe  was  ever  fo  much  exercifed  and  fatigued. 

*  Her  fleep  was  natural;  (he  had  never  had  the  men- 

*  ftrual  evacuation*  She  faid,  her  diforder  began  firft 

*  in  her  neck,  which  fhe  perceived  fhe  could  not  move 

*  as  ufual:  then  fhe  found  the  fkin  of  her  face  and  fore- 

*  head  to  grow  hard ;  and  fo  fucceffively  from  day  to 

*  day,  file  faw  and  felt  all  the  external  parts  of  her 

*  body  grow  hard  and  tenfe.’ 

This  form  of  Iflhyofis  is  fometimes  attended  with  the 
produflion  of  horns — a  proof  that  thofe  lingular  ex- 
crefcences  may  be  cutaneous,  or  perhaps  cuticular,  and 
generated  in  nearly  the  fame  manner  as  the  nails  in 
the  human  body,  or  the  hoofs,  and  claws  of  quadrupeds. 
The  following  cafe  is  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfac- 
tions,  No,  176* 

*  Ann  Jackfon,  the  horny  girl,  was  born  in  the  city 

»of 
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*  of  Waterford,  of  Englifli  parents,  who  are  both  faid 

*  to  have  been  found  and  healthy ;  but  the  father  be- 

*  coming  exceeding  poor,  the  child  was  left  a  charge 

*  upon  the  parifh.  She  is  now  between  thirteen  and 

*  fourteen  years  of  age,  yet  can  fcarce  go :  and  is  fo 

*  little  in  ftature,  that  I  have  feen  children  five  years 

*  old  taller  ;  fhe  is  very  filly,  fpeaks  little,  and  that  not 

*  plainly  ;  her  eyes  look  very  dead,  and  feem  to  have  a 

*  film  or  horn  growing  over  them,  fo  that  Ihe  can  hardly 

*  now  perceive  the  difference  of  colours.  The  horns 

*  abound  chiefly  about  the  joints  and  flexures,  and  not 

*  on  the  brawny  flefliy  parts  of  her  body  :  they  are 

*  faftened  to  the  fkin  like  warts,  and  about  the  roots  re- 

*  femble  them  very  much  in  fubflance,  though  toward 

*  the  extremities  they  grow  much  harder, and  morehorny. 

*  Atthe  end  of  each  finger  and  toe,  grows  one  as  long 

*  as  the  hnger  or  toe,  not  Ilraight  forwards,  but  riling 

*  a  little  between  the  nail  and  the  flefh,  (for  near 

*  the  roots  of  thefe  excrefcences  is  fomething  like  a 

*  nail)  and  bending  again  like  a  turkey’s  claw,  which 

*  too  it  much  refembles  in  colour.  On  the  other  joints 

*  of  her  fingers  and  toes  are  fmaller  ones,  which  fome- 

*  times  fall  off,  others  growing  in  their  places.  The 

*  whole  fkin  of  her  feet,  legs  and  arms  is  very  hard  and 

*  callous,  and  does  daily  grow  more  and  more  fo.  On 

*  her  knees  and  elbows  and  round  about  the  joints  are 

*  many  horns ;  two  more  remarkable  at  the  point  of 

*  each 
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*  each  ^Ibow,  which  twift  like  rams  horns  :  that  on  the 

*  left  arm  is  above  half  an  inch  broad  and  four  inches 

*  long :  on  her  buttocks  grow  a  great  number,  which 
‘  are  flat  by  frequent  fitting ;  at  her  armpits  and  nipples 

*  ofher  breafts,  fmall  hard  fubftances  (hoot  out,  much 
‘  flenderer  and  whiter  than  the  reft :  at  each  ear  alfo 

*  grows  a  horn :  the  jfkin  of  her  neck  does  of  late  be- 
‘  come  begin  to  turn  callous  and  like  that  of  her  hands 

*  and  feet.  She  eats  and  drinks  heartily,  fleeps  foundly, 
‘  and  performs  all  the  offices  of  nature  like  other  healthy 

*  people,  except  that  (he  has  never  had  the  evacuation 

*  proper  to  her  fex.’ 

Another  cafe  of  this  kind  is  ftated  in  the  Phil,  Tranf- 
actions.  No,  297.  *  N.  Hulme,  aged  17,  was  eight  years 

*  ago,  foon  after  the  Small-pox,  overfpread  with  a  Le- 

*  profy,  when  his  finger-nails,  thumb-nails,  and  toe- 

*  nails  began  to  grow  thick,  and  by  degrees  hardened 

*  into  hornSt  which  grew  in  feven  or  eight  months  to 

*  the  length  of  an  inch,  and  fome  almoft  two  inches, 
'  and  fome  much  longer.  All  thefe  horns  about  the 

*  end  of  twelve  months  fell  off  by  degrees,  that  which 

*  grew  firft  falling  off  firft,  without  any  pain,  unlefs 

when  cut  off,  as  they  were  at  firft,  there  appearing 

*  great  quicks  or  roots  under  the  nails. — He  has  now 

*  Ihed  them  feven  or  eight  feveral  times ;  2d  Oct.  1804/ 
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EXANTHEMATA,  OR  RASHES. 


Exanthema,  Efflorefcence,  feems  originally  to 
have  exprefled  an  eruption  of  papulae,  miliary  vefi- 
cles,  wheals,  or  petechiae*.  Syftematic  nofologifts, 
at  prefent,  denote’  by  this  word  all  eruptions  on 
the  fkin  attended  with  fever,  while  other  medical 
writers  apply  it  to  eruptive  complaints  of  every  deno- 
minationt.  I  have  ufed  it  DEE.  VI.  in  a  more  limited 
fenfe,  to  exprefs  the  appearance  termed  in  Englifh 
a  Rafh,  which  is  a  rednefs  of  the  fkin,  varying  as  to  ex¬ 
tent,  continuity,  and  brightnefs  of  colour,  and  occa- 
fioned  by  an  unufual  quantity  of  blood  diftributed 
to  feveral  of  the  cutaneous  veins,  in  fome  inftances 

,  *  Hippocrat.  Coac.  p.  208.  (Ed.  Foesii)  and  page  157.  Aphor.  9-  lib.  VI* 
Epidem.  lib.  V.  7.  lib.  VI.  sect.  2.  lib.  II.  p.  1020.  lib.  VII.  d.  1221  &  1235. 
Oribas.  Synops.  VII.  7.  Aet.  Tetr.  II.  1.  cap.  129.  Actdir.  Med.  lib.  I. 
cap.  23.8c  II.  1 1.  Cels,  de  Re  Med.  lib.  V.  28. 

f  See  Mercurialis,  de  Morb.  Cut.  lib.  V.  cap.  11.  Sennert.  Pract.  Med. 
lib.  V.  part  i.  cap.  22.  Hafenreffer,  lib.  1.  cap.  13,  and  Gorraei  Definit.  Med 
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with  partial  extravafation.  Of  thefe  Exanthemata,  or 
Raflies,  fome  are  contagious,  others  not;  fome  are 
always  febrilej  others  not  manifeftly  attended  with 
fever ;  fome  continue  for  a  definite  time,  others  are  of 
an  uncertain  duration.  Their  generic  divifions  may 
be  entitled  Rubeola,  Scarlatina,  Urticaria,  Rofeola, 
Purpura,  Erythema. 

I.  RUBEOLA,  or  MEASLES.  In  this  genus,  the 
rafh  appears  molily  on  the  fourth  day  of  a  febrile  dif- 
order,  and  after  a  continuance  of  four  days,  gradually 
declines  with  the  fever.  The  difeafe  is  contagious, 
and  takes  place  in  children,  or  in  grown  perfons  of  an 
irritable  conflitution,  from  ten  to  fourteen  days  after 
they  have  been  expofed  to  the  infedion*.  Others, 

who 

*  The  children  of  my  friend  Mr.  Pearson  were  affected  with  the  Measles  in 
the  following  order. 

1.  A  boy,  aged  10,  had  the  eruption  on  the  Srh  day  of  fever,  3  Dec.  1797. 

2.  A  boy, -  7, - 6th - : - 15. 

3.  A  boy, - 2, - 3d  15. 

4.  A  girl, - II, - 4th - 16. 

5.  A  girl, -  6, - ^ - - ^ - 5th - -  18. 

6.  A  boy, -  I, - .. ^ ^ - 3d  - — — 27. 

7.  A  girl, - 13,  — - 4th -  1  Jan.  1798. 

The  last  child  came  home  from  school  on  tlie  l6th,  and  was,  there¬ 
fore,  affected  with  the  rash  sixteen  days  after  exposure  to  contagion. 

For 


215 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 

who  are  lefs  fufceptible,  may  have  frequent  commu¬ 
nication  with  perfons  affeded,  during  feveral  fucceflive 
weeks,  but  the  contagion  does  not  a6l  upon  them  un- 
lefs  the  body  be  brought  into  a  feverifh  ftate  by  fome 
incidental  caufe,  as  by  taking  cold,  by  watching*  fa¬ 
tigue,  or  mental  fuffering.  I  do  not  recoiled  any  per- 
fon  wholly  unfufceptible  of  this  difeafe  after  repeated 
expofure  to  the  contagion,  as  happens  in  the  Small-pox 
in  a  very  confiderable  proportion. 

The  varieties  of  Rubeola  hereafter  to  be  noticed, 
are  Rubeola  vulgaris.  Rubeola  fine  catarrho,  and  Ru¬ 
beola  nigra. 

r.  In  the  Rubeola  vulgaris,  or  ufual  form  of 
Meades,  the  fymptoms  prior  to  the  efflorefcence  are, 
on  the  firft  and  fecond  days,  irregular  fhiverings  alter¬ 
nating  with  heat  of  the  fkin ;  general  debility  or  lifl- 
leffnefs ;  flufhing  of  the  cheeks  ;  giddinefs  ; .  a  fenfation 
of  pain  or  weight  acrofs  the  forehead  and  eyes,  with 
difpofition  to  fleep ;  fometimes  pain  of  the  back  and 

For  eight  days  before,  she  had  had  catarrhal  symptoms  attended  with  head-ach 
and  giddiness. 

The  eldest  child  of  White,  King  Street,  St.  James’s,  had  the  rash,  Oct.  31. 
1796,  the  fifth  day  of  fever.  Two  yomiger  children  had  the  rash  on  tlie  11th 
of  November,  the  fifth  day  of  fever. 

Infants  at  the  breast  are  not  so  susceptible  as  children  niqre  advanced. ' 

F  f  2  ■  "  limbs ; 
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limbs  ;  flight  forenefs  or  roughnefs  in  the  throat ;  lofs 
of  appetite ;  frequent  naufea;  thirft;  a  white  fur  on  the 
tongue;  clear,  high-coloured  urine;  pulfe  much  in- 
creafed  in  frequency,  and  fomewhat  labouring  or  irre¬ 
gular.  On  the  third  and  fourth  days,  the  fame  fymp- 
toms  continue,  but  with  greater  violence ;  the  eyes 
become  tender  and  inflamed ;  the  eye-lids  and  tarfi  ap¬ 
pear  a  little  turgid  ;  at  the  fame  time  a  ferous  humour 
is  copioufly  difcharged  both  from  the  eyes  and  nof- 
triJs,  which  occafions  repeated  fneezing.  The  difeafe 
during  this  period,  and  ufually  for  two  or  three  days 
longer,  is  accompanied  with  a  frequent,  dry  cough, 
hoarfenefs,  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  a  fenfe  of 
conftriftion  acrofs  the  cheft.  In  children  a  harlh, 
founding  cough  often  occurs  feven,  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  days  *  before  the  difeafe  formally  commences  : 
all  the  fymptoms  of  the  firfl:  Rage  are  in  them  more 
fevere  than  in  adults ;  and  they  are  affedied,  more 
efpecially  if  teething,  with  frequent  twitchings,  or  even 
with  ftrong  convulfive  fits,  a  circumftance  moRly  con- 
fidered  as  favourable,  with  which  opinion,  however, 
the  result  of  my  own  experience  does  not  coincide. 

In  thofe  who  have  a  very  delicate  fkin,  the  ralh  or 
efilorefcence  fometimes  appears  partially  on  the  third 

*  Compare  Hoffmann,  tom.  II.  §  1.  c.  8.  Heberden.  Comment,  p.  266. 
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day  :  a  dark,  or  thickened  fkin,  and  the  application  of 
cold,  may,  in  a  few  cafes,  prevent  it’s  being- manifefh  till 
the  fifth  or  fixth  day  ;  but  when  it  is  faid  not  to  have 
appeared  till  after  this  time,  the  patient  had  probably 
become  feverifh  from  fome  incidental  caufe*.  If  the 
difeafe  begin  with  a  diftinft  paroxyfm  of  fever,  in  a 
perfon  more  than  twelve  years  old,  the  efflorefeence 
takes  place  almofl;  invariably  on  the  fourth  day.  It  is 
firft  vifible  on  the  forehead,  under  the  chin,  or  about 
the  throat,  then  on  the  nofe,  cheeks,  and  round  the 
mouth,  exhibiting  elfe where,  in  the  courfe  of  this  day, 
only  a  few  fcattered  fpecks  (Stigmata  DEF.  IV.)  with 
a  fome  what  warmer  colour  of  the  fkin  than  ufuaL 
It  is  formed  on  the  neck  and  bread  early  on  the  fifth 
day,  and  is  diffufed,  towards  evening  or  in  the  night, 
round  the  trunk  of  the  body,  and  along  the  extre¬ 
mities  :  during  this  day,  it  is  moft  full,  and  vivid,  on 
the  face. 

The  colour  of  the  rafli  in  the  Mealies  is  lefs  bright, 
than  in  fome  other  difeafes  of  the  prefent  order.  The 

*  When  a  person,  who  carries  about  him  the  contagion  of  the  Measles,  gets  a 
Catarrh,  or  becomes  feverish  from  the  causes  mentioned  page  215,  the  conta¬ 
gion  begins  .to  operate  about  the  fourth  day  of  such  a  fever,  and  then  excites 
fresh  paroxysms,  which,  after  four  days,  terminate  in  the  eruption  :  hence 
the  febrile  stage,  previous  to  the  rash,  appears  in  this  instance  to  have  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  eight  days.  . 

precilfe 
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pr'ecife  tint,  on  the  fifth  day,  is  exhibited  PL.  XX. 
and  XXI.  On  the  eighth  day,  when  the  rafli  declines* 
the  colour  changes  to  fomewhat  of  a  yellowifh  hue; 
fee  PLATE  XXII.  Fig.  2.  The  rafh  commences  with 
diftinft,  red,  and  nearly  circular  dots,  about  the  fize 
of  thofe  at  A.  Larger  patches  appear  afterwards,  which 
are  not  exaftly  defined,  but  approach  neareft  in  their 
form  to  the  figure  of  a  crefcent  or  femicircle,  as 
B.  B.  B.  Thefe  patches  are  flightly  raifed,  and  give 
to  the  £nger  the  fenfation  of  an  unequal  furface. 
Being  examined  with  attention,  they  are  found  to 
confift  merely  of  clufiers  of  the  fmall  red  circles 
before-mentioned.  Many  of  the  patches  are  inter- 
fperfed  with  the  fame  red,  circular  dots  ;  but  there 
are,  for  the  moft  part,  large  interftices  of  cuticle 
retaining  its  ufual  colour.  From  thefe  characleriftic 
appearances  of  Rubeola,  there  are  only  partial 
variations ;  as,  ift.  The  flufhed  and  tumefied  ftate 
of  the  cheeks,  while  the  fever  continues,  may  obli¬ 
terate  or  obfcure  the  form  of  the  rafh  on  thofe 
portions  of  the  furface.  adly.  In  infants  lefs  than  a 
year  old,  the  efflorefcence  is  much  fcattered ;  and  on 
the  cheeks,  nofe,  backs  of  the  hands,  &c.  it  often  con- 
fifts  of  diftinft  papulae,  DEF.  V.  The  wrifts,  hands, 
and  fingers  are  alfo  frequently  papulated  in  adults. 
3(dly.  In  many  perfons,  at  different  ages,  there  are, 

during 
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during  the  height  of  the  ejfflofefcence,  lymphatic  or 
miliary  veficles  *  on  the  neck,  bread,  and  on  the  arms, 
as  reprefented  in  PLATE  XX.  C.  C. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that,  on  the  fourth  day,  fmall 
dark  red  patches,  in  their  form  nearly  refembling 
thofe  above-defcribed,  appear  on  the  palate,  uvula,  ton- 
fils,  and  velum  pendulum  palati.  During  the  fifth  day 
they  become  more  mixed,  and  terminate  in  a  general 

*  1  inoculated,  about  the  same  time,  three  children  with  the  fluid  con¬ 
tained  in  these  vesicles,  but  no  effect  was  produced  by  the  inoculation.  A 
similar  trial  at  the  Inoculation  Hospital  proved  more  successful.  Richard 
Brookes,  aged  eighteen,  was  inoculated  by  Mr.  Wachsel,  with  fluid  from 
the  miliary  vesicles  in  Measles,  and  with  vaccine  virus,  January  6,  1800.  On 
the  lOth,  there  was  some  redness  and  elevation  of  the  cuticle  at  both  the  ino¬ 
culated  places.  Jan.  15.  The  redness  round  the  part  where  the  lymph  of 
the  measles  was  inserted,  had  disappeared,  while  the  vaccine  pock  was  vivid. 
Jan.  18.  The  Vaccine  disease  was  over.  Jan.  22.  He  had  severe  cough, 
sneezing,  and  watery  eyes,  with  cold  shiverings  and  fainting.  Jan.  28.  The 
Measles  appeared :  his  eyes  were  inflamed,  and  the  lids  swollen.  £9.  The 
efflorescence  rvas  difiused  all  over  tlie  surface  of  the  body ;  fi  equent  cough ; 
violent  fever.  Feb.  1.  Efflorescence  disappeared;  cough  and  fever  much 
abated.  From  that  time  he  recovered  gradually,  and  was  dismissed  in  health 
the  12th  of  February.  > 

Three  children,  of  one  family,  infected  by  him,  had  the  usual  efflores¬ 
cence  of  Measles  on  the  10th,  llih,  and  13th  of  February.  From  these  the 
contagion  extended  to  others  in  the  house,  three  of  whom  had  the  efflorescence- 
Oh  the  third  of  March,  one  on  tlie  15th,  one  on  the  18th,  one  on  the  20th,  one 
April  9th.  ' 

ftreaky 
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ftreaky  rednefs  extending  to  the  fauces  behind  the 
velum  pendulum.  This  ftate  of  the  furface  occalions 
a  fenfation  of  roughnefs  in  the  throat  (p.  216.),  and 
aggravates  the  hoarfenefs  already  produced  by  the 
primary  catarrhal  inflammation  about  the  larynx,  &c. 

On  the  fixth  day  of  the  difeafe,  the  efflorefcence  on 
the  face  begins  to  fade  and  fubfide,  while  the  patches 
on  the  body  are  mod  red  and  extended  ;  but  thefe, 
in  like  manner,  change  their  appearance  the  day  after, 
lofing  gradually  their  didinguifhing  form ;  fee  page 
218.  The  patches,  or  papulae,  on  the  back  of  the  hand 
and  wrift,  which  ufuaJJy  appear  lateh,  in  fame  infiances 
on  the  fixth  or  feventh  day,  do  not  always  decline  till 
the  eighth  day. 

On  the  ninth  day,  there  remain  only  veftiges  of  the 
efflorefcence  marked  by  a  flight  difcolouration  ;  this, 
however,  difappears  before  the  end  of  the  tenth  day. 
When  the  rafh  begins  to  decline  on  any  part,  the 
cuticle  becomes  dry  and  rough,  and  foon  after  fepa- 
rates  in  fcurf  (DEE.  I.)  Hence  arifes  a  very  difagree- 
able  itching  of  the  fkin,  which  continues  from  the 
feventh  to  the  tenth  day. 

The  progrefs  of  the  eruption  is  fometimes  prema¬ 
turely  checked  by  expofure  to  cold,  or  by  the  im¬ 
proper 
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proper  ufe  of  purgatives.  It’s  retroceffion  occafions 
violent  delirium,  relileirnefs,  difficulty  of  breathing, 
pain  of  the  bowels,  diarrhoea,  &c.  and  always  greatly 
endangers  the  patient’s  life*. 

The  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  the  difcharge  of  tears, 
the  fneezing,  and  hoarfenefs,  generally  ceafe  on  the 
decline  of  the  effiorefcence  about  the  feventh  day  i  at 
leaf!  they  are  always  much  abated  at  that  time,  and 
the  appetite  for  food  returns.  Between  the  fourth 
and  fixth  day,  there  is  often  a  haemorrhage  f  from  the 
nofe,  and  in  females  an  appearance  of  the  catamenia 
out  of  their  courfe,  but  thefe  circumftances  occur  in 
other  eruptive  difeafes. 

Dr.  Heberden  has  noticed  the  following  particula¬ 
rities  of  Rubeola:  **  One  patient  was  feized  with  a 
fpitting  on  the  fourth  day,  which  continued  to  teaze 

*  Quando  Morbilli,  et  Variolee  de  improvis6  intils  subsidunt,  postquam 
coeperint  emergere,  et  cum  molestia  simul  accidit  dcliquium,  interitbs  cit6 
deliquium  istud  sequetur,  nisi  erumpant  denub,  Rliazes,  cap,  14.  Com¬ 
pare  Avicenna  De  Alhasbet,  &  Alsaliarav.  tract,  31.  cap.  1.  Foresti  Obs. 
45. 1.  VI.  Schol.  and  Reports  on  the  Diseases  in  London,  p.  gg. 

1  never  saw  what  is  remarked  Ed.  Med.  Essays,  V.  28,  “  that  in  some  in- 
.stances,  after  the  patients  had  remained  listless  for  several  days  or  weeks,  the 
eruption  came  out  again.”  This  occurs,  however,  in  the  Scarlatina. 

Foresti,  Obs.  48. 1.  V.  Holfinann,  tom.IL  p.  66. 
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him  for  forty-eight  hours,  without  fuffering  him  to 
reft  at  all  by  day,  or  to  fleep  at  night :  the  cough  in 
the  mean  time  almoft  ceafed,  and  all  the  other  fymp- 
toms  were  as  mild  as  in  a  favourable  fort  of  the 
Meafles.” 

“  In  one  or  two  patients,  I  have  feen  the  eruption 
appear  on  the  arms  a  few  hours  after  it’s  having  been 
obferved  on  the  face  and  neck.” 

“  Once  or  twice  the  diftemper  has  been  obferved 
never  to  have  reached  the  arms,  which  parts,  through 
the  whole  of  it,  fhewed  none  of  the  ufual  /pots.” 

“  The  eye-lids  have  been  fo  fwelled,  on  the  fecond 
day  of  the  eruption,  that  for  twenty-four  hours  they 
could  not  be  opened.” 

“  In  feveral  patients,  the  marks  on  the  face  have 
been,  the  third  and  even  fourth  day  of  the  eruption, 
of  as  bright  a  red  as  ever.  In  others,  I  have  obferved 
them  to  difappear  entirely  on  this  day,  and  all  the 
other  fymptoms  likewife  to  retreat.” 

“  I  have  noted  a  very  troublefome  and  conftant 
fneezing,  which  firft  came  on  upon  this  day.” 

“  A  child,  five  years  old,  became  comatofe  the  third 
day  of  the  eruption,  and  died  the  next.” 

“  The  longer  the  preparatory  fymptoms  have  con¬ 
tinued,  and  the  worfe  they  were,  fo  much  the  lefs 
mild  the  diftemper  proved.” 


Thofe 
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Thofe  who  have  (hewn  the  lead  remains  of  the 
eruption  after  the  ieventh  day  of  the  difeafe  (and  fome 
have  hardly  (hewn  any)  have  appeared  the  bed  ;  and 
in  thofe  where  it  was  dill  in  undiminiflied  vigour,  the 
cough  and  fever  have  been  the  word.” 

At  the  commencement  of  the  eruptive  dage  of  the 
Meades,  the  fever  does  not  receive  any  immediate  alle¬ 
viation,  but  is  often  fomewhat  aggravated.  However, 
the  naufea  and  vomiting  feldom  continue  beyond  the 
fourth  day,  as  Sydenham  has  judly  remarked:  the 
didreffing  heat,  panting,  and  redleffnefs  abate  on  the 
fixth  day.  When  the  efflorefcence  and  it’s  concomitant 
fymptoms  are  finally  removed  about  the  ninth  or 
tenth  day,  a  diarrhoea,  in  general,  fupervenes,  and  is 
troublefome  for  feveral  days  afterwards  :  it  fometimes 
comes  on  at  an  earlier  *  period  of  the  difeafe,  efpe- 
cially  in  children. 

In  many  perfons,  the  cough,  foon  after  the  difap- 
pearance  of  the  rafh,  recommences  with  violence,  being 
attended  with  difficulty  of  breathing,  fixed  pain  in 
the  fide,  flufhing  of  the  cheeks,  quick  pulfe,  and  often 
with  paroxyfms  as  in  a  he6lic.  Thefe  fymptoms  are 
protra£led  much  longer  than  in  pneumonic  inflamma* 

♦  See  Syd/'sect.  1.  c.  5.  and  Med.  Trans.  III.  399- 
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tion  produced  by  cold,  and  they  frequently  terminate 
by  elFufion  into  the  cavity  of  the  cheft,  or  by  fpitting  of 
blood,  fuppuration,  and  confirmed  pulmonary  con- 
fumption. 

Some  other  appearances  which  occafionally  fucceed 
the  Meafles  like  wife  demand  attention.  Thefe  are, 

ill.  Small  hard  tumours,  like  boils,  being  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  very  much  inflamed,  and  fometimes  of  a  livid 
colour,  afterwards  fuppurating  with  great  pain  and  a 
fanious  difcharge.  They  appear  moftly  on  the  back, 
loins,  or  lower  extremities,  and  are  not  readily  healed. 
In  children  there  is  an  analagous  eruption  of  inflamed 
puftules  (Phlyzacia  DEF.  X.  1.)  on  different  parts  of 
the  body,  but  particularly  on  the  feet,  legs,  thighs, 
and  fcrotum, 

adly.  An  eruption  round  the  chefl,  about  the 
mouth,  temples.  See.  of  watery  veficles,  in  clufters, 
with  an  inflamed  bafe,  producing  much  heat,  pain, 
and  tingling  of  the  fkin. 

3dly.  In  infants  aphthous  ulcerations  of  the  tongue 
and  fauces. 

4thly.  Soft  puftules  containing  a  vifeid,  ftraw-co- 
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loured  fluid  (Achores  &  Favi,  DEF.  X,  3.)  on  tlie  head, 
face,  breaft,  and  thighs,  fucceeded  by  ulcerations  at 
the  corner  of  the  mouth,  with  tumour  of  the  upper  lip, 
fore  eyes  and  ulcerations  of  the  tarli,  difcharges  from 
behind  the  ears, enlargement  and  tedious  fuppuration  of 
the  fubmaxillary,occipital,  axillary,  and  inguinal  glands, 
and  with  pain  and  fwelling  of  the  joints*. 

5thy.  In  fome  cafes  where  no  eruption  of  puf- 
tules,  nor  fuperficial  ulcerations  have  preceded,  the 
lymphatic  glands  of  the  neck  and  other  parts  become 
confiderably  enlarged;  this  appearance  is  fucceeded 
by  a  fwelling  and  tenfion  of  the  abdomen^  with  he6iic 
fever  and  emaciation. 

I  never  faw  the  Rubeola  terminate  by  gangrenous 
ulcers  of  the  throat,  cheeks,  gums,  &c.  or  by  caries  of 
the  jaw-bones,  as  Hated  in  feveral  refpeftable  authorsf. 

Thofe 

*  See  J.  J.  Scblierbach,  in  Act.  N.  C.  tom.  VI.  p.  215.  ann.  1739. 

-f-  Nonnulli  ex  neglectis  aphthis  tanta  accrevit  oris  putredo,  ut  ante  instans 
mortis  punctum,  mandibulae  spoiite  exciderint;  alias  a  chirurgis  caro  circ^  illas,. 
gangraen^  affecta,  omnino  resecta  fuerit.  Epli.  Nat.  Cur.  dec.  1.  ann.  2.  1669. 

Plus  semel  hoc  mense  notavi  fauciuni,  et  oris  gangraenam,  maxillas  porr6, 
ct  vomeris  ossis  cariem,  unde  mortem  miserrimam — post  Morbillos  scilicet. — 
Huxham  de  Acre,  tom.  II.  137  8c  139.  The  epidemic  disease  here  mentioned 
was  often  succeeded  by  “  ophthalmia,  angina,  ulcera  faucium,  parotides,  cum 
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Thofe  dreadful  fymptoms  more  efpecially  belong  to 
another  difeafe  of  the  prefent  order. 

The  eruptive  flage  of  the  Mealies  is  not  attended 
with  much  danger,  either  to  infants  or  adults,  but 
the  fubfequent  period  may  prove  fatal  in  both.  Be¬ 
tween  the  ninth  and  twelfth  day,  fome  children  are 
unexpe61edly  attacked  with  great  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  or  fuffocation*,  and  die  in  a  few  hours.  In  others, 
the  ufual  diarrhoea,  beginning  about  the  tenth  day, 
continues,  without  intermiffion,  fo  long  that  they  be¬ 
come  pale,  emaciated,  and  exhaufted:  aphthous  ulce¬ 
rations  of  the  mouth,  under  thefe  circumflances,  are 
generally  the  fore-runners  of  death.  Adults,  as  well  as 
children,  have,  in  fome  cafes,  heftical  paroxyfms  twice 
in  twenty-four  hours,  without  any  cough  or  diarrhoea : 
during  the  intervals,  there  is  great  reftleJTnefs,  pant¬ 
ing,  and  a  quick  irregular  pulfe.  The  patients  thus 
affefted  for  two  or  three  fucceffive  weeks,  gradually 
link  under  the  complaint:  a  fatal  termination  of  it 

erysipelate  capitis,”  &c.  It  was,  therefore,  probably  the  Scarlatina  angi- 
nosa,  not  the  Measles.  Huxham,  in  the  early  part  of  his  observations, 
uses  without  nice  discrimination  the  terms  rubeola,  morbilli,  rubeoli,  and 
rossalia  or  scarlatina,  page  68.  Many  singular  examples  of  this  inaccuracy  of 
language,  which  has  been  very  injurious  to  medical  science,  will  appear  here¬ 
after. 

*  See  Hoffmann  de  Febre  morbillosL 
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feems.  however,  to  be  averted  by  the  appearance  of 
boils,  puftules,  or  fuppurating  tubercles  on  the  (kin, 
which  operate  very  favourably  with  refpe£l;  to  the  in¬ 
ternal  diforder.  In  like  manner,  the  fever,  diarrhoea^ 
cough,  pain,  and  dyfpnoea,  foon  abate  after  an  eruption 
of  the  Achores  (DEF.  X.  3.),  and  almoft  inflanta- 
-  neoufly  after  an  eruption  of  inflamed  watery  veficles 
round  the  chefl,  about  the  hypochondria,  &c,  page 
224.  '  An  alleviation  takes  place,  but  more  flowly,  in 
Gonfequence  of  a  difcharge  from  behind  or  from 
within  the  ear,  and  of  fuppuration  in  fome  of  the 
lymphatic  glands.  |  When  nothing  of  this  kind  ap¬ 
pears  externally,  the  inflammation  of  the  lungs  and 
pleura  in  adults  (page  223)  is  fometimes  on  a  fudden 
greatly  aggravated:  the  cough  ceafes,  refpiration  be¬ 
comes  more  and  more  laborious,  with  a  fenfe  of  op- 
preffion  and  anxiety :  the  eyes  are  glalfy,  the  coun¬ 
tenance  livid,  the  extremities  cold,  the  pulse  fcarcely 
difcernible.  After  a  ftruggle  of  three  or  four  days, 
the  difeafe  has  a  fatal  termination,  the  caufe  of  which 
difleflions  have  afcertained,  in  feveral  cafes,  to  be 
an  effufion,  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  of  lymph 
mixed  with  blood,  or  matter. 

The  Rubeola  vulgaris  is  ufually  a  mild  difeafe  in 
the  fummer  months,  being  attended  with  a  moderate 
degree  of  fever,  and  but  little  cough.  In  January, 

February, 


228 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


February,  and  March,  it  is  moft  frequent,  moft  fevere, 
and  moft  dangerous.  Dr.  Sydenham’s  obfervation* 
"  that  the  Meafles,  whether  regular  or  anomalous,  begin 
in  February,  arrive  at  their  acme  about  the  vernal  equi¬ 
nox,  then  decline  till  midfummer,  and  wholly  difap- 
pear  in  July,”  is  not  confirmed  by  other  writers,  nor 
feems  to  agree  with  the  experience  of  practitioners  in 
London  at  the  prefent  timef .  The  diffufion  of  con¬ 
tagious  difeafes  may  be  fomewhat  promoted  by  the  ftate 
of  the  atmofphere,  but  it  certainly  depends  much  more 
on  other  circumflances,  fuch  as  the  full  population  of 
any  place,  the  clofenefs  and  want  of  cleanlinefs  in  it’s 
tenements,  the  frequent  intercourfe  between  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  diftrift  where  infeClion  prevails  and 
thofe  of  other  towns  and  cities  :  laftly,  a  greater  ex¬ 
tent  is  given  to  all  contagious  febrile  diftempers  when 
the  public  mind  is  ftrongly  imprefled  with  the  fear 
of  a  hoftile  invafion,  famine,  or  any  general  calamity. 
Of  thefe  predifpofing  apprehenfions  the  dread  of  con¬ 
tagion  itfelf  is  not  the  leaft. 

*  De  Morbillis  ann.  1670,  page  158, 169.  The  Measles  take  place  mostly 
in  autumn,  either  with  a  south  wind,  when  the  air  is  turbid  and  hazy,  or  when 
there  is  rain  with  any  other  wind.”  Rhazes  from  George  JBachtishua.  The 
Measles  and  Small-pox  are  multiplied  in  hot  summers  with  a  south  wind.” 
Rhazes,  cap.  2.  &  Avicenna,  I.  2.  2.  6.  Alsaharavius  says,  When  the  winter 
is  hot  and  dry,  with  little  rain,  then  expect  the  Alhasba”  (Measles.)  Tr.  3 1 
cap.  1. 

-f-  See  Reports  on  the  Diseases  in  London,  page  104-5,  . 
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In  the  eruptive  ftage  of  the  Rubeola  vulgaris,  it  is 
neceflary  to  enjoin  a  very  light  diet,  with  mild,  tepid 
drinks,  to  keep  the  patient  in  a  room  of  a  moderate 
size,  and  carefully  to  guard  againft  any  hidden 
changes  of  temperature.  An  emetic  *  given  on  the 
fecond  or  third  evening,  fomewhat  alleviates  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  catarrhal  fymptoms,  and  contributes  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  diarrhoea  which  ufually  fucceeds  the  Meades. 
During  the  eruption,  I  have  not  obferved  any  conhder- 
able  effefl  from  antimonials  or  other  diaphoretics : 
bathing  the  feet  every  evening  in  warm  water  feeras  to 
be  a  more  beneficial  application.  Eniulhons  and  mu¬ 
cilages  afford  but  a  very  feeble  palliation  of  the  cough, 
and  difficulty  of  breathing.  Thefe  fymptoms  are  re¬ 
lieved  by  the  infpiration  of  fleam,  which  may  be  further 
recommended  as  an  effedual  mode  of  promoting  per- 
fpiration.  The  metallic  inhalers,  ufually  employed, 
convey  too  flrong  a  heat  into  the  lungs;  it  will  there¬ 
fore  be  fufficient  to  fet  before  the  patient  a  bafon  full 
of  hot  water,  the  vapour  being  flightly  confined  round 
the  head  by  a  piece  of  cloth  or  fxannel. 

The  neceffity  of  blood-letting  in  this  difeafe  is 
generally  allowed,  authors  only  differ  in  relpe6l  to 
the  time  when  it  may  be  praflifed  with  molt  advantage. 

*  See  De  Meza,  tom.  I.  88.  Hoffmann,  tom.  II.  p.  63.  Rosenstein  on 
the  Diseases  of  Children,  chap.  xvi. 
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Dr.  Morton*  thinks  it  requifite  as  foon  as  the  eruption 
is  completed,  the  difeafe  being,  in  his  opinion,  moft  in¬ 
flammatory  at  that  period. — Sydenhamt  recommends 
bleeding  after  the  eruption  has  difappeared,  and  when 
a  difficulty  of  breathing  fucceeds,  with  fymptoms  of  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  lungs  :  in  that  cafe,  he  thinks,  even 
infants  may  be  bled  with  great  advantage.  Dr.  MeadJ 
criticifes  the  do6lrine  of  both  thefe  eminent  phyficians, 
and  obferves  that  our  praflice  fhould  be  regulated  by 
the  degree  of  the  pneumonic  inflammation,  without  at¬ 
tending  to  the  particular  period  of  the  diforder,  or  ftate 
of  the  eruption.  Dr.  Heberden  agrees  with  him  in  opi¬ 
nion: — “  Bleeding  may  be  ufed  at  any  time  of  the 
Meafles,andis  always  beneficial  where  the  fymptoms  are 
very  diftreffing,  particularly  an  oppreffion  of  the  breath, 
to  which  every  ftage  of  this  diftemper  is  liable:  and 
bleeding,  together  with  fuch  medicines  as  the  occafional 
fymptoms  would  require  in  any  other  fever,  is  the 
whole  of  the  medical  care  requifite  in  the  Meafles. 
The  flowing  of  the  menfes  ought  to  be  no  objedion 
to  the  opening  of  a  vein,  if  the  cough  and  Ihortnefs  of 
breath  make  it  otherwife  advifable.  I  never  faw  any 
bad  confequences  from  bleeding  a  woman  in  thefe 
circumftances;  but  the  greateft  danger  might  attend 

*  De  Morbillis,  pag.  54.  f  De  Morbillis,  ann.  lC7a 
X  Be  Morbillis,  92— 95. 

the 
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the  omitting  to  do  it  in  a  violent  cough  and  oppreflion 
of  the  breath.” 

"  The  Meafles  are  far  lefs  dangerous  for  pregnant 
women  than  the  Small-pox.  I  have  attended  feveral, 
who  were  greatly  haraffed  by  the  violence  of  all 
the  ufual  fymptoms  in  this  illnefs ;  but  I  never 
knew  it  make  one  woman  mifcarry,  or  be  in  more 
danger  on  account  of  the  pregnancy*.” — It  appears 
further,  that  infants,  before  birth,  may  go  through  the 
Meafles  without  injury,  fome  having  been  born  with 
the  a6lual  eruption,  others  with  the  veftiges  of  it  on 
the  fkint. 

In  bleeding  infaiits  during  the  Mealies,  it  is  not 
necelfary  to  open  a  vein,  as  Dr.  Sydenham  has  advifed, 
but  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  upper  part 
of  the  cheft,  will  generally  prove  advantageous,  and 
may  be  repeated  as  the  fymptoms  require.  It  feems, 
however,  not  improper  to  bleed,  with  the  lancet, 
children  more  than  five  years  old,  in  the  cafe  of 

*  Comment,  pag.  27 1.  &■  Med.  Trans.  Vol.  III.  404. 

f  Hon.  matrona  cum  dimidiam  partem  noiri  mensis  imprasgnationis  attigisset, 
febre  acut&  et  quidem  malignS,  correpta  fuit :  Morbilli  quinetiam  mox  per 
totum  corpus  eruperunt.  Quarta  die  morbi,  praegnaiitium  doloribus  correpta, 
puellum  per  totum  corpus  morbillis  contaminatum  pepeiit.  Hildan.  Obs. 
Chirurg.  56.  Cent.  IV.  Compare  Ephemerid.  N.  C.  DEC.  II.  Ann.  iii. 
pag.  204.  Cent.  V.  pag.  91-  and  Rosenstein,  chap.  XIV.  I  have  not  myself 
ever  seen  an  instance  of  this  kind. 

Hh  2 
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fudden  difficulty  of  breathing,  which  threatens  to 
fuffocate  the  patient  at  the  conclufion  of  the  difeafe, 
as  mentioned  page  226. 

On  the  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  day  of  the  fever,  when 
there  is  oppreffion  with  anxiety,  heaving  of  the  lungs, 
and  a  labouring  pulfe,  mofl  practitioners  recommend 
bloodletting  in  adults.  I  have  not  adopted  the  re¬ 
commendation  unlefs  urged  by  the.  coincidence  of  a 
hard  cough,  and  pains  in  the  cheft.  Thofe  who  from 
doubt,  or  from  fome  collateral  motives,  are  led  to  await 
the  event,  ufually  find  the  pulfe  become  moderate, 
and  the  uneafy  laborious  refpiration  terminate  in 
twenty-four  hours.  This  opprelfed  breathing  is,  in¬ 
deed,  common  to  other  eruptive  fevers,  and  if  it  were 
univerfally  confidered  to  be  an  indication  for  bleeding, 
the  pradice  would  often  be  more  fatal  than  the  difeafe. 
When  the  efflorefcence  in  Meafles  has  wholly  difap>- 
peared,  and  the  cough,  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
pains  in  the  cheft  are  very  fevere,  bleeding  and  cup¬ 
ping  may  perhaps  be  repeatedly  neceffary.  Yet, 
even  in  robuft  habits,  fome  limitation  is  requifite  to 
this  mode  of  practice,  fince  it  has  not  an  effed 
in  alleviating  the  fymptoms,  equal  to  that  which  is 
experienced  from  it  in  pulmonic  inflammations,  ori¬ 
ginating  from  cold.  Hence  we  fhould  employ  as  auxi¬ 
liaries  to  bleeding,  at  the  latter  period  of  the  difeafe, 
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bliflers,  opium,  and  demulcent  liquors.  Sydenham 
prefcribed  an  opiate*  every  night  through  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  Mealies,  but  this  plan  feems  not  bene¬ 
ficial  in  the  eruptive  fiage ;  I  have  obferved,  and  myfelf 
felt,  while  labouring  under  the  difeafe,  that  opium  did 
not  conciliate  fleep,  but  produced  an  increafe  of  heat 
and  relUelTnefs,  and  therefore  feldom  direO:  it  till  the 
efiflorefcence  has  declined.  A  diarrhoea  occurring  at  this 
period  may  be  accounted  a  moft  favourable  circum- 
ftance,  fince  nothing  fo  effeflually  relieves  the  perip- 
neumonic  fymptoms,  or  contributes  more  to  prevent 
the  troublefome  confequences  of  the  difeafe  formerly 
mentioned.  The  neceflity  of  bleeding  as  a  remedy  for 
the  diarrhoea  is  infilled  on  by  Dr.  Sydenham  from  theo¬ 
retical  reafoningd.  Experienced  practitioners  in  Lon¬ 
don  feem  to  have  now  decided,  that  we  ought  not  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  this  critical  evacuation,  but  should  rather 
allow  it  a  free  courfe,  at  lead  for  fome  days.  Where  the 

*  At  prie  reliquis  diacodium  orani  nocfe  ab  ipso  morbi  insultu,  per  totiim 
cjus  decursum,  exhibendum  curavi.  Sect  iv.  cap.  5. 

f  Quin  diarrhoea  quam  Morbillos  excipere  diximus,  vense  sectione  parltcr 
sanatur:  cum  enim  halitibus  inflainmati  sanguinis  in  intestina  ruentibus  ortum 
suum  debeat  (quod  etiam  in  pleuritide,  peripneumonvjl,  aliisque  qui  ab  inflam- 
matione  creantur  morbis  usu  venit)  a  quibus  ilia  ad  excretionem  stimulantur, 
sola  venas  sectiolevamen  adferet,  a  qu-^tum  revelluntur  acres  isti  homores,  turn 
etiam  sanguis  ad  debitam  redigitur  temperiem. 
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diarrhoea  does  not  thus  take  place,  it  is  proper  to  imi¬ 
tate  the  ufual  procefs  of  nature,  by  the  occafipnal  ufe 
of  purgatives,  which  will  always  be  found  to  relieve 
the  cough,  and  by  allaying  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
often  fuperfede  the  neceflity  of  bloodletting. 

2.  Rubeola  sine  catarrho.  When  the  Meafles 
are  epidemical,  a  few  cafes  occur  wherein  the  eruption 
goes  through  it’s  different  ftages  without  any  cough, 
difficulty  of  breathing,  or  inflammation  of  the  eyesj 
without  much  alteration  in  the  pulfe,  or  any  febrile 
fymptoms*.  This  variety  of  Rubeola  may  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  other  efflorefcences,  alfo  from  the  Lichen, 
and  Strophulus,  by  comparing  with  the  account  and  re- 
prefentations  given  of  thofe  complaints,  the  ftatement 
at  page  218,  and  the  coloured  engraving,  PL.  XXI. 
In  infants  the  eruption  is  more  papulated,  and  the 
patches  often  lefs  extenfive,  than  reprefented  in  the 
plate,  fo  that  to  difcriminate  with  exactnefs,  the  patient 

*  So  Dr.  Heberden:  “  Some  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  the  Measles 
appear  after  suffering  so  very  little  from  fever,  or  any  of  tlie  preparatory  symp¬ 
toms,  that  they  could  hardly  say  they  had  been  ill and  Sprengel,  de  Constitut: 
epid:  Halens.  anni  1790.  Act.  Nov.  N.  C.  Tom.  VIII.  p.  153.  “  Vidi  in¬ 
fantes  sanos,  robustos,  qui  nec  lecto,  nec  hypocausto  affixi,  quatuor  diebus  liberi 
fuerunt  ab  omni  morbi  molestid.  Nulli  hie  desquamatio  obtigit.  Remediis  fere 
non  opus  fuit.  An  recursui  morbillorum  genuinorum  hsec  subjecta  obnoxia 
sunt  observare  non  licuit.”  The  author  considers  this  as  the  species  termed  by 
ether  German  writers  Mdrbilli  spurii. 
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being  under  two  years  of  age,  requires  both  minute 
attention,  and  fome  previous  habitude. 

An  eruption  of  the  Meafles  without  fever  or  ca¬ 
tarrhal  fymptoms,  though  not  requiring  medicine, 
merits  in  this  place  a  fpecific  confideration,  becaufe 
it  does  not  appear  to  emancipate  the  conftitution  from 
the  power  of  the  contagion,  nor  to  prevent  the  accef- 
fion  of  the  Rubeola  vulgaris  at  a  future  period.  For 
two  inftances  of  this  recurrence,  being  among  my  own 
children,  and  at  an  interval  of  two  years,  I  can  decid¬ 
edly  anfwer.  The  particulars  are  given  in  the  **  Reports 
on  the  Difeafes  in  London,  1799,”  page  207.  Under 
what  circumftances  the  Meahes  have  elfewhere  occur¬ 
red  two  or  more  times  in  the  fame  perfon,  is  not  eafily 
colle<51ed  from  the  authors  who  mention  fuch  repeti¬ 
tions  of  the  diforder*.  After  an  attention  for  more 
than  twenty  years  to  eruptive  complaints,  having 
never  met  with  an  individual  who  had  twice  had  the 
febrile  Rubeolaf,  I  am  led  to  fufpe6l  fome  miftake 
in  the  cafes  adduced  contradidory  to  this  obferva- 
tion — a  miftake  likely  to  be  made,  confidering  how 
difficult  it  often  is  to  diftinguilh  the  Mealies  from 

*  See  Burserii  Instit.  Med.  Bract.  ^  cxii.  8t  Roberdi^re,  Recherches  sur  la 
Rougeole,  pag.  3.  A  Paris,  1776. 

f  During  a  practice  of  forty-four  years,  I  never  met  with  a  single  instance. 
Rosenstein,  ch.  XIV. 

Scarlatina, 
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Scarlatina,  Rofeola,  Strophulus,  &c.  confidering  alfo 
that  young  pra6litioners  are  not  lefs  forward  than 
thofe  more  experienced  in  publifbing  their  obferva- 
tions,  nor  lefs  defirous  of  eftablilhing  new  dodfrines  in 
medicine.  I  cannot,  however,  omit  the  fmgular  oc¬ 
currence  of  two  eruptions  of  the  Meafles,  in  the  fame 
perfon,  at  a  fhort  interval,  or  of  the  immediate  fuc- 
ceflion  of  the  Rubeola  vulgaris  to  the  Rubeola  fine  ca- 
tarrho,  noticed  (p.  106)  in  the  Reports  on  Difeafes, 
above  quoted.  I  have  Hnce  feen  other  cafes  of  the 
fame  kind,  wherein  the  efflorefcence,  without  fever  or 
catarrhal  fymptoms,  having  declined,  there  appeared, 
on  the  fourth  day  from  it’s  commencement,  a  new  efflo- 
refcence,  and  violent  diforder  of  the  conftitution. 
Thefe  inftances  are  perfedtly  analogous  to  fome  cafes 
of  Small-pox,  in  which  diftindl  puftules  arife  without 
any  material  complaint,  and  when  thefe  decline,  about 
the  eighth  or  ninth  day  after  their  appearance,  the 
variolous  fever  takes  place  with  an  eruption  of  con¬ 
fluent  pocks  over  the  whole  furface  of  the  body. 

3.  Rubeola  nigra.  I  never  faw  the  Rubeola  vul¬ 
garis  intermixed  at  an  early  period  with  petechiae  :  but 
it  fometimes  happens,  about  the  feventh  or  eighth  day, 
that  the  rafh  becomes  fuddenly  black,  or  of  a  dark 
purple  colour,  with  a  mixture  of  yellow,  as  reprefented 
PLATE  XXII.  Fig.  1.  This  appearance  has  continued 
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ten  days,  and  in  fome  cafes  longer,  without  much  dif- 
trefs  to  the  patient*,  and  with  no  other  iymptoms  of 
fever  than  a  quick  pulfe,  and  a  flight  degree  of 
languor.  It  is,  however,  obferved  by  Hoffmann,. 

Malum  dein,  quando  alise  maculae,  virulentiae 
non  expertes,  uti  petechiae,  purpura,  vel  etiam  puf- 
tulee  fcorbutica?,  complicantur,  vel  in  fine,  cum  vitae 
difcrimine,  fuperveniunt  f — ^In  the  treatment  of  this 
difeafe,  the  mineral  acids  were  employed  with  evident 
advantage.  The  only  cafe  I  have  feen,  which  termi¬ 
nated  fatally,  was  of  a  boy  under  four  years  of  age. 
He  had  fymptoms  of  Catarrhal  fever  on  the  .  17  th  of 

*  See  Reports  on  the  Diseases  of  London,  page  189 . 

Hoffin.  op.  tom.  II.  page  G7.  We  might  conclude,  from  the  repeated 
mention  of  them  by  ccrtaia  medical  writers,  that  these  appearances  are  much 
more  frequent  and  fatal  in  a  hot  climate  :  Signum  Alhasbse  mortalis,  et  pravje, 
est  livedo  coloris,  et  viriditas,  vel  color  violaceus.  Alsaharav:  Pract.  11.31. 
&  Avicenna,  tom.  II.  pag.  74. 

Di-xit  F.  Mesue :  cum  vides  Blactias  coloris  fiisci,  et  sunt  univcrsaliter  per 
totum  corpus,  et  amplce;  et  murniurat,  et  pigiescit  a;ger,  et  venter  ejus  inflatus 
est,  manibusquc  repercussus  sonat  ad  modum  tympani,  est  malum. 

Morbilli  fusci  quideni  pravi  sunt,  viiides  auteni  et  violacei,  ambo  plane 
lelhales.  Rhazes  de  Yariol:  Sc  Morbillis,  cap.  14.  Ad  Almansor.  L:  X.  cap. 
18.  Sc  Continent.  L.  XVI II.  cap.  8.  Rhazes  also  mentions  an  oozing  of  blood 
from  the  patches  in  the  Measles.  'Fire  above  observations,  however,  cannot  be 
tally  dcjiended  upon,  because  most  of  the  Arabian  physicians  have  coirfoirnded 
the  symptoms  or  circumstances  of  the  Measles  with  those  of  the  Small-pox, 
and  Scarlet  Fever. 
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December,  1799.  The  ufual  efflorefcence  appeared 
on  the  24th,  and  after  partial  defquamation  on  the 
26th  and  eyth,  became  of  a  livid  colour,  efpecially  on 
the  bread.  His  fever  continued,  with  a  frequent  dry 
cough,  with  quick  laborious  breathing,  blacknefs  of  the 
lips  and  cheeks,  beating  at  the  temples,  occafional  deli¬ 
rium,  third,  naufea,  and  frequent  fmall  flimy  offenfive 
dools,  till  the  8th  of  January,  when  his  hands  began 
to  fwell,  and  were  foon  afterward,  as  alfo  the  feet, 
permanently  contraded.  Jn  this  Rate  he  died,  January 
13th,  in  the  morning. 

I  have  not  obferved  any  other  varieties  of  Rubeola 
requiring  particular  confideration.  There  is  no  fuffi- 
cient  ground,  or  authority,  for  the  didinflion  of  Rubeola 
variolodes  made  by  Sauvages*.  Thofe  who  fpeak  of 

■*  He  refers  to  the  Journal  de  Medecine,  July  1758,  where  the  complaiiiJ 
mentioned  is  the  Zona  herpetica,  or  Shingles.  The  terms  Rougeole  boutonnce 
are  applied  by  some  French  writers  to  the  Chicfren-pox :  in  others  they  express 
the  appearance  of  papulae,  and  miliary  vesicles,  along  with  the  usual  rash;  see 
above,  page  218,  &  234.  Malouin,  Hist,  de  I’Acad.  It  is  observed,  Ed.  Med. 
Ess.  V.  27.  of  the  Measles  in  1735,  "  The  Exanthemata  were  of  the  common 
form  generally,  but  in  some  they  rose  above  the  surface  of  the  skin  as  high  a» 
the  mild  kind  of  Small-pox  are  generally  on  the  second  day ;  none  of  them 
however  suppurated.”  These  papulated  Measles  are  called  at  Edinburgh  “  the 
Nirles,”  a  term  likewise  applied  in  Scotland,  and  the  northern  counties  of 
England,  to  denote  the  Herpes  miliaris. 
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Morbilli  line  Rubeolfi,  and  of  Febres  morbillofafc  line 
Morbillis  perhaps  rehne  too  much : — Ihould  the 
efflorefcence  be  partial,  or  very  ohfcure,  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  it  will  generally  be  feen  in  the 
mouth  and  fauces  (page  219.)  Any  perfon  much 
expofed  to  the  breath  of  patients  alFefled  with  the 
Mealies,  and  Hooping  Cough,  may,  after  having  had 
thofe  complaints,  be  notwithfianding  liable  to  flight 
inflammation  of  the  eyes,  fneezing,  and  fevere  cough, 
with  fome  febrile  fymptoms;  but  the  Febris  morbil- 
lofa  of  Sydenhamf,  and  de  Haen,  is  not  of  this  na¬ 
ture;  it  fhould  rather  be  ranked  among  the  fpecies 
of  epidemic  Catarrh,  a  difeafe  which  often  occurs  at 
feafons  when  the  Mealies  are  moll  prevalent,  and  which 
feems  annually  to  vifit  our  metropolis^. 

*  Dc  Haen  de  Febr.  divis.  17.  §  <5.  Ed.  Med.  Essays,  vol.  V.  pag.  29. 

■  Act.  Nova,  tom.  VIII.  pag.  183. 

“  J’ai  vu,  tandisque  la  Rougeole  regnoit  eii  ce  pays,  quantity  de  Fievres 
morbillea.ses  sans  eruption,  cliez  ceux  surtout  qui  avoient  deja  eprouve  cette 
inaladie,  Cette  espece  de  lievre,  plus  maligne  en  quelqiic  soi  te  que  I’eruptive, 
en  avoit  tous  les  symptomes  an  dernier  degre,  de  sorte  qa’on  ne  pouvoit  se 
meprendre,  et  la  regarder  pour  autre  chose  qu’une  Fievre  morbilleuse,  qui 
ne  differoit  de  la  Rougeole,  que  par  une  apparance  exterieure.” — Roberdi^rc 
pag.  7,  8. 

f  De  Morbillis,  ann.  l674. 

;{;  See  Reports  on  the  Diseases  in  London,  pages  2.  59.  76.  146.  253, 

I  i  2  In 
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In  the  Morbilli  anomali  ann.  1674,  mentioned  by 
Sydenham,  the  anomaly  is  referable  to  the  following 
points:  i/l.  The  rafli  occurred  a  few  hours  fooner  or 
later  than  in  the  regular  Mealies  of  16/0.  2dly.  It 
appeared  firft  on  the  flioulders  and  trunk  of  the  body, 
not  on  the  face.  sdly.  It  was  not  often  followed  by 
defquamation  of  the  cuticle  4thly.  The  fever, 
cough,  and  peripneumonic  fymptoms  were  more  vio¬ 
lent  than  ufual,  and  therefore  often  terminated  fatally. 
— In  other  refpetls  the  difeafe  of  16/4  agreed  with  that 
of  the  year  1670,  and  required  the  fame  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment.  The  irregularities  noticed  by  Burferius  Cl.) 
chiefly  relate  to  the  form  and  duration  of  the  fever 
attending  the  Mealies, 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  notice  the  “  Putrid  Mea¬ 
des,”  obferved  by  the  late  Sir  William  Watfon,  among 
the  children  at  the  Foundling  Holpital,  in  1763  and 
1768 ;  fee  Med.  Obf.  Vol.  IV.  In  this  difeafe  there  was 
a  cough,  and  watery  inflamed  eyes,  hut  “  the  eruption 
appeared,  over  nearly  the  whole  body,  on  the  fecond 
day  j”  **  the  fauces  were  of  a  deep  red  colour;”  “  the 
pulfe  was  very  quick,  but  low  “  the  patients  com- 

*  Wlien  the  efflorescence  is  partial  and  obscure,  the  cuticle  seldom  de¬ 
squamates  after  it,  and  the  disease  is  always  severe.  Nearly  the  same  danger 
arises  in  this  case,  as  when  the  premature  retrocession  of  the  rash  occasions 
the  distressing  symptoms  recorded  page.  221. 
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plained  of  extreme  weaknefs,  and  could  not  bear  bleed¬ 
ing  j”  “  their  oppreHed  and  difficult  breathing  was 
attended  with  great  rellleflhefs,  and  anxiety,  but  with 
fcarce  any  expedoration  throughout “  fome  died 
under  laborious  refpiration,  more  from  a  dyfenteric 
purging  “  feveral  were  fo  debilitated  that  they  re- 
fufed  to  take  almoft  any  nouriffiment,  and  funk  quite 
emaciated,  one  fo  late  as  fix  weeks  after  the  attack”; 

fome  cafes  terminated  in  mortification  of  the  rec¬ 
tum,  pudenda,  cheeks,  gums,  &c.  others  with  caries 
of  the  jaw  bones.”  Thefe  circumftances  do  not  belong 
to  the  Rubeola,  or  Meafles,  generically  confidered  ; 
they  are,  indeed,  ranked  otherwife  in  Sir  W.  Watfon’s 
own  flatement  refpefting  the  difeafe,  which  he  refers 
to  the  Morbilli  maligni,  or  epidemii,  defcribed  by 
Morton*.  Now  it  mufh  be  obferved.  Dr.  Morton  ex- 
prefsly  maintains  that  the  Meafles  and  Scarlatina  are 
the  fame  difeafe,  with  no  more  variation  in  their 
form  than  there  is  between  the  diftinft  and  confluent 

*  Df.  M.  also  terms  them  Morbilli  spurii,  pag.  33.  41.  55.  86.  See. 
De  Morbillis  et  Febre  Scarlatina.  These  “  malignant”  or  “  spurious 
Measles,”  were,  in  some  cases,  attended  with  peripncumonic  symptoms,  in 
others  with  angina,  or  ulcerations  of  the  fauces  and  parts  adjoining,  said  to 
have  been  fatal,  by  a  sudden  strangulation,  to  many  hundreds,  during  the 
year  1672. 
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Small-pox*  ;  he  has,  therefore  conjoined  their  principal 
fymptoms  (cap.  iii.j,  and  wifhes  to  banifh  the  diftinc- 
tion,  and  the  very  name  of  Scarlatina,  from  medical 
langiiagef.  In  this  wifh  Dr.  Morton  has  not  fucceeded: 
hence  thofe  readers  who  attend,  not  to  the  names  of 
things,  but  to  the  things  thenifelves  as  defcribed,  will 
find  that  the  Morbilli  maligni,  Morbilli  epidemii,  Mor- 
billi  fpurii,  and  Febris  morbillofa  peftilentialis,  in  his 
writings,  have  no  relation  to  the  Mealies,  but  con- 
ftitute  the  difeafe,  to  which  other  writers  have  given 
the  titles  of  Angina  maligna,  Ang,  epidemica,  Ang. 

*  De  Morbillis  &  Febie  Scarlatina,  cap  4  Si,  3.  Febris  Scarlatina  quoad 
causas,  symptomata,  differentias,  prognostica,  indicatioues  curativas,  et  ine- 
tbodiun  medendi,  idem  ipsissimus  morbua  est  ac  Morbilli.  Pag.  7. 

y  “  Exulet  igitur  per  me  «  censu  morbonim  hsccce  febris,  nisi  cuiquam 
Morbillorum  confluentmm  titulo  earn  designare  in  posterum  visum  fuerit.” 
Dr.  M.  accordingly  subjoins  histories  of  Measles,  and  Scarlatina,  taken  indis¬ 
criminately.  The  first  case,  which  is  given  as  a  specimen  of  the  Morbilli 
epidemii  of  l6'72,  must,  according  to  Dr.  Morton’s  own  definition  (page  39), 
be  considered  as  a  case  of  Scarlatina,  for  he  says,  effloresceutia  morbillosa — 
suinme  inflammata,  fer^  ad  instar  erysipelatis,apparebat,  and  he  applies  nearly  the 
same  terms,  in  the  second  case,  to  express  the  efflorescence  of  an  acknowledged 
Scarlet  Fever.  The  last  case,  entitled  Febris  Scarlatina  syinptomatis  dirissiinis, 
et  pestilentialibus  comitata,  he  refers  to  “  a  morbilloiis  poison,”  which,  when  it 
cannot  be  propelled  through  the  cuticle,  usually  hills  upon  the  glands  of  the 
nostrils,  fauces,  groin,  &c.  producing  inflammation,  and  ulceration  of  them, 
also  carcinoma,  buboes,  and  swelled  parotids. 
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peftilentialis,  Ang.  ignea,  Scarhtjna  anginofa,  Scarla^ 
tina  maligna,  &c.  &c*. 

Sir  William  Watfon  probably  firfl  adopted  Dr.  Mor¬ 
ton’s  opinion,  and  nomenclature,  about  the  year  1768  : 
fee  Med.  Obf.  IV.  p.  133.  In  1763,  his  technical  terms 
feem  to  have  been  different :  he  fays,  Med.  Obf.  IV. 
p.  136,  “  The  firfl  perfon'  feized  with  the  Epidemic 
Mealies  was  on  April  the  twenty-firfl,”  but  in  the 
weekly  Report  of  the  fick  to  the  Hofpital  Committee, 
and  in  the  Apothecary’s  book,  this  cafe  is  denominated 
“  Eruptive  Feverf.”  The  two  other  cafes,  faid,  Med, 
Obf.  p.  137,  to  have  occurred  between  the  21  ft  of 
April  and  the  4tb  of  May,  are  not  entered  in  the 
written  books  under  the  denomination  of  “  Meafles”  : 
one  is  termed  “  Eruptive  Fever,”  the  other  Scarlet 

*  The  same  observations  apply  to  the  passages  quoted  from  Pluxham  ia 
Sir  W.  Watson’s  paper.  See  above,  pag.  22.5.  Dr.  Morton  might  have  been 
.defended  from  the  severe  censure  on  his  accuracy  respecting  the  fatality  of  the 
Morbilli  maligni  (Med.  Obs.  IV.  30),  by  allowing  him  the  classical  licence 
use  the  numeral  “  tercentos”  indefinitely,  did  not  the  adverbs  “  plus,  minus” 
rather  too  strongly  convey  an  intention  of  fixing  the  average  of  deaths  by 
^bis  malignant  disorder  at  300  a  week  in  London,  during  the  autumnal  months 
of  1672. 

f  Mary  Grant,  April  21,  Eruptive  Fever  and  Mortification.  Died 
MaySd,  1763” 
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Fever*.”  From  thefe  fources  one  hundred  and  eighty 
children  were  foon  afFe6ied  with  the  difeafc  in  question, 
every  cafe  of  which  is  termed  Eruptive  Fever,”  no 
mention  being  made  of  Meafles  in  the  Report'book  till 
the  latter  end  of  November,  when  ten  cafes  are  entered 
under  the  name  of  **  Morbillous  Fever.”  This,  how¬ 
ever,  had  no  connexion  with  the  preceding  "  Eruptive 
Fevers,”  which,  according  to  the  printed  account,  (page 
137)  wholly  ceafed  on  the  pth  of  Junef . — In  1766  many 

of 

*  “  Edward  Page,  April  2G,  Scarlet  Fever.”  “  Hester  Fox,  April  30, 
Eruptive  Fever.”  One  of  the  first  cases  is  also  termed  Fever  with  a  Rash 
some  others  are  entitled  “  Fever”  simply.  The  varieties  of  Scarlatina  were 
not  named,  or  distinguished,  by  English  physicians,  for  many  years  after  the 
the  date  of  Sir  William  Watson’s  Essay.  Hence,  in  connecting  his  obser¬ 
vations  with  those  of  preceding  writers,  he  was  probably  led  to  use  their  terms 
and  distinctions,  and  to  entitle  his  paper  “  an  Account  of  Putrid  Measles,’, 
instead  of  Putrid  Scarlet  Fever.  The  symptoms  detailed  coincide  with 
those  of  the  latter  disease;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  coirsidering  the  gradual 
change  of  medical  nomenclature  since  1709,  that,  if  Sir  W.W.  had  written 
eighteen  years  later,  on  the  same  subject,  he  would  have  jircfixcd  a  different 
title. 

f  Sir  W.  Watson’s  statement  has  led  several  persons  to  suspect,  that,  from 
the  virulent  symptoms  of  a  disease  always  reputed  inflammatory,  there  must  be 
something  amiss  in  the  state  of  the  air,  the  diet,  or  general  management  of  the 
children  at  the  Foundling  Hospital.  For  this  suspicion  there  is  no  ground. 
The  regulations  remain  nearly  the  same  as  first  framed  by  the  governors,  yet 
their  active  and  intelligent  physician.  Dr.  Stanger,  informs  me  that  the  Measles, 
during  the  last  twelve  years,  have  never  appeared  in  any  other  form  than  as 
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of  the  Foundling  children,  particularly  thofe  placed  at 
WefterhamHofpital  in  Kent,  are  faid  to  have  been  affed- 
ed  with  “  Eruptive  Fevers  and  Sore-throats,”  a  title  not 
afterwards  employed.  The  Meades  appeared  among  the 
children  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital  at  the  beginning  of 
March  1770,  and  continued  fpme  time.  In  May,  the 
Scarlatina  and  Mealies  feem  to  have  occurred  together, 
and  to  be  diilinguilhed,  according  to  Dr.  Morton’s  no¬ 
menclature,  as  follows  ; — “  Mealies,”  **  Mealies  and 
Sore-throat”  or  "  Mealies  and  ulcerated  Sore-throat,” 
and  Mealies  with  **  Putrid  Fever.”  The  denomination 
”  Scarlet  Fever  and  Sore-throat,”  firft  occurs  in  the 
weekly  Report,  ill  Sept.  1787.  About  the  fame  time,  in 
the  prefcription  book  appropriated  to  the  Meades,  a 
feparate  entry  is  made  of  Scarlatina,  this  generic 
title  being  at  length  applied,  when  the  difeafe,  after  a 
dreadful  ravage  during  two  fucceffive  years,  had  fully 

describei  by  Sydenham,  and  though  frequently  occurring  there,  that  they  have 
not  been  fatal  beyond  the  usual  proportion.  Thus,  in  the  year  1798,  25  boys, 
and  44  girls,  had  the  Measles :  6  of  the  latter  died.  In  autumn  1800,  29  boys, 
87  girls  were  affected,  and  4  boys  died  of  the  disease,  or  it’s  consequences. 
In  1794,  28  had  the  Measles,  and  all  recovered.  In  1802,  1  died  out  of  8 
children  affected. — Particular  cases  may  occur  wherein  symptoms  of  pu¬ 
trescence  appear  during  the  latter  stages;  (pag.  237).  Of  such  cases  I 
have  only  noticed  five,  in  a  practice  of  24  years :  many  practitioners,  who 
have  been  established  50  years,  have  not  seen  them  in  a  greater  proportion : 
1  never  yet  conversed  with  any  one  who  had  noted  putrid  Measles  occurring 
epidemically. 
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imprefled  the  inhabitants  of  London  with  a  knowledge 
of  it’s  difl;in6iive  charafler,  and  peculiar  virulence. 

An  author  of  great  refpeftability,  in  the  year  1751, 
has  ranked  the  Scarlatina  maligna  as  a  malignant  and 
putrid  form  of  the  Meafles,  which,  “  when  it  occurs 
epidemically,  with  a  fore  throat,  inflammation  within 
the  cheft,  ulceration  of  the  glands,  ftrangulation,  and 
Iphacelus  of  the  fauces”,  he  thinks  the  moft  fatal  of 
European  difeafes*.  Another  phyfician,  cotemporary 
with  Dr.  Watfon,  has  written  a  paper  very  limilar  to 
his,  in  the  Afla  nova  Ac.  nat:  cur:  (tom.  VIII.  p.  186.) 
on  the  malignant  Meafles,  “  Morbilli  wallgne  graf- 
fantes”,  at  Eifenach,  between  1759  and  1763.  He 
fays,  Vix  unquam  fine  fymptomatibus  anginofis 
primus  morbus  fuit”:  the  other  circumftances  nar¬ 
rated  agree  with  thofe  of  the  Scarlatina  anginofa,  or 
maligna ;  and  the  remedy  principally  recommended 

*  Philip,  de  Violante,  De  Morbillis,  §.  xiv.  aiicf  xv.  His  general  statement, 
ti'hich  is  applicable  to  the  Scarlatina  only,  he  has  exemplified  by  a  particular 
account,  §  .xvi.  Hac  epidemia  Viennae  Austriae,  anno  17S2  visa  fuit.  Primo, 
febre  valde  acuta,  et  inflammante,  aegrotantes  adoriebantur,  et  in  priinfi  febris 
periodo  Morbillorum  eruptio  apparebat:  macula  veiA  in  hac  corporis  parte 
rubra,  in  ilia  pallida  conspiciebantur,  cum  faucium  inflammatione.  2da  vel 
Stia  febris  die  sphacelus  in  faucibus  aderat;  alvus  laxa  erat;  macula  evanesce- 
baut;  postremb  agrotantes  brevi  temporis  spatio  moriebantur,  Stia  scilicet,  vel 
«d  summum  4ta  agrotationis  die. 
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is  Peruvian  bark.  This  paper  requires  but  little 
confideration,  the  author  having  fully  exprelTed  his 
fentiments,  that  the  Meafles  and  Scarlatina  (Maafern 
and  Rciethe)  do  not  in  any  refpefl  differ  from  each 
other*. 

The  year  after  Sir  William  Watfon’s  obfervations 
were  publilhed.  Dr.  Grant  defcribed  the  Scarlatina^ 
which  was  ft  ill  epidemic  in  London,  under  a  new  title. 
Angina  ery  fipelatofa,  as  if  it  had  been  an  unufual  difeafe. 
He  wrote,  about  fix  years  afterwards,  “  An  account 
of  a  Fever  and  Sore-throat,  which  began  to  appear  in 
September  177^.”  This  difeafe,  he  then  obferves,  had 
been,  with  proprietyf,  called  Scarlatina  anginofa,  yet 
he  neither  adopts  that  title,  nor  retains  the  name  be¬ 
fore  given  by  himfelf^  preferring  another.  Angina 


*  The  same  opinion  is  held  by  Ludwig,  Tentamen  de  Febrium  nat;  et  cur. 
p.  185.  and  by  many  other  German  writers.  Some,  however,  consider  the  Scar¬ 
latina  Febris,  or  Scarlatina  simplex,  as  a  distinct,  independent  disease,  but 
rank  the  anginose,  and  gangrenous  forms  of  it  under  the  genus  Rubeola,  or 
sometimes  under  different  titles.  Sauvages  himself  has  quoted  in  his  nosology, 
at  the  article  Rubeola  anginosa,  an  epidemic  "  Scarlet  Fever  and  Sore-throat”, 
so  denominated  Ed.  Med.  Ess.  Vol.  III.  Pag.  26-7.  Sennertus,  and  more 
than  thirty  other  medical  writers  after  him,  have  considered  Scarlatina  as  a 
species  of  the  Morbilli. 

f  Referring  to  Cullen’s  Nosology,  published  about  that  time. 
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mucofa,  as  more  applicable.  In  1777-8,  Dr.  Levifon, 
Phyfician  to  the  General  Medical  Afylnm,  Welbeck. 
Street,  publilhed  a  treatife  on  the  fame  complaint,  by 
him  denominated  an  "  Epidemical  Sore-throat.”  It  was 
fometimes,  he  fays,  without,  fometimes  with,  a  miliary, 
or  fcarlet  efflorefcence  on  the  Ikin :  and  he  adds,  that  in 
feveral  inftances  “  this  difeafe  was  miftaken  for  the 
Meades,  not  only  becaufe  the  cough  was  an  idiopathic 
fymptom  of  the  fame,  but  becaufe  the  efflorefcence  of 
the  benign  kind  was  very  Gmilar  to  that  of  the  Meades, 
which  were  alfo  epidemical  at  the  latter  end  of  Auguft.” 
Dr.  Levifon  confiders  “  the  Sore-throat  as  the  genuine 
and  principal  difeafe”,  to  which,  in  Autumn,  he  thinks 
“  two  other  epidemics,  namely,  either  the  Scarlet,  or 
Miliary,  Fever,  and  a  purging,  like  the  autumnal  Dy- 
fentery,  were  joined”  incidentally,  both  of  them  being, 
in  his  opinion,  unconne6led  with  the  primary  epidemic 
Angina. — I  have  quoted  thefe  obfervations  of  a  phy¬ 
fician  refiding  in  the  city  of  London,  and  of  another 
in  Weftminfter,  as  a  further  proof  of  the  un  fettled  date 
of  opinions  and  nomenclature  refpefting  the  Scarla¬ 
tina,  till  after  the  year  1780. 

The  original  writers  on  the  Meades,  who  were  all  of 
the  Saracenic  fchool,  have  created  no  little  confufion  by 
defcribing  the  Small-pox  and  Meades  as  one  and  the 
fame  difeafe — a  difeafe  admitting,  in  their  judgment,  of 

fome 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


249 


fome  variation  in  it’s  form,  and  with  fymptoms  more  or 
lefs  urgent  in  different  cafes.  This  error  was  tranfmitted 
by  medical  authors  through  eight  or  nine  centuries. 
It  is  unneceffary  here  to  review  the  primary  accounts 
of  the  Meades,  given  by  the  phyficians  of  Egypt  and 
Arabia,  fince  their  obfervations  from  the  year  600  to 
the  middle  of  the  9th  century,  appear  together  in  a 
curious  tract  publifhed  by  Rhazes  foon  after  the  latter 
period*.  The  following  fpecimen  of  their  manner  is 
taken  from  Judaeus  and  George  Baftifhua  :  “  Et  figna 
Blaftiarum  (Morbillorum)  funt,  febris  acuta,  vehemens, 
angullia,  et  murmuratio,  et  labor  affiduus,  dificcatio  lin¬ 
guae,  fputum  groffum,  vox  groffa  et  rauca,  tempora 
elevata,  ponderofitas  capitis  et  peftoris,  impedimen- 
tum  anhelitus,  rubedo  faciei,  tudis,  oculi  rubicundi, 
lachrymse,  fiernutatio,  et  naufea  cum  abominatione : 
et  Bla61;iae  accidunt  fubit^,  et  Variolae  fuccedivi;.  Et 
Blafliae,  viridis,  et  violacei  colcnris,  funt  malas,  et  pro¬ 
pria  cum  apparent  et  abfentantur  fubit^),  quia  fyncopi- 
zabit  patiens  cum  tremore  cordis,  et  velociter  moritur.” 

Rhazes  himfelf,  though  he  condders  the  Meades  and 
Small-pox  as  the  fame  difeafe  generically,  and  requir¬ 
ing  a  fimilar  mode  of  treatment,  has  yet  been  more 

*  Rhaz.  De  Variolis  et  Morbillis,  b  Continent.  Lib.  XVIII.  cap.  8. 
interprete  Feragio  Judao,  A.  D.  I486. 
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anxious  than  any  of  his  countrymen  to  point  out  their 
fpecific  differences.  The  Mealies,  he  obferves,  ap¬ 
pear  later  in  the  fever,  fometimes  on  the  pth  day,  or 
even  after  it,  adding,  “  Cum  vides  in  autumno  dolo- 
rem  lumborum  cum  febre,  fecurus  fis  de  Variolis,  non 
tamen  de  BIafl;iis,  quoniam  cum  Blaftiis  non  eft  dolor 

lumborum . Scias  etiam  quod  Variolae  humidae  funt, 

et  Blacliae  aridae  et  ficcae . Et  aliquandti  apparent 

Variolas  fitniles  Bladiis,  et  aliquis  medicus  dixit,  quod 
Blaftiae  vertuntur  in  Variolas.  Et  inveni  quod  diffe¬ 
rentia  eft  inter  has,  quia  Blaftise  funt  rubeae,  et  apparent 
in  fuperficie  cutis  licut  Ignis  Perficus  ;  (fee  Herpes# 
ORD.  IV.}  et  non  funt  profundae  eminentiae,  nec  emi- 
nentes :  et  Variolae  habent  eminentiam,  ac  rotundi- 
tatem  ;  et  acuas  tu  bene  intentionem  tuam  fuper  hoc  ; 
et  cum  hoc  tibinon  erit  intelligibile,  et  fenfui  occulta- 
tum,  non  judices  fupra  ipfum  quoufque  tranfeat  dies 
feptimus;  et  illse  quae  non  funt  eminentes,  non  debent 
Variolas  appeJlari*” 

There  is  not  any  trace,  in  medical hiftory, of  the  origin 
or  primary  caufe  of  the  Meafles.  Aaron,  a  phyfician 
of  Alexandria,  cotemporary  with  Mahomet,  and  the 
firft  mentioned  writer  on  this  fubjeQ;,  does  not  fpeak 

*  Loc.  cit.  Compare  Avicenna,  Tom.  II.  page  74,  and  Haly  Abb.  Theorice, 
VIII.  14. 
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of  the  Small-pox  and  Meades  as  new,  or  unufual  dif- 
eafes.  He  confiders  them,  efpecially  when  having  a 
livid  appearance,  as  highly  malignant,  and  in  other  re- 
fpefls  fimilar  to  the  Anthvaces,  or  Carbuncles  of  the 
groin,  axillae,  &c.  which  were  often  epidemical  in  the 
climate  where  he  refided,  and  fatal  within  four  or  five 
days.  Another  antient  author  obferves,  (in  libro  de  ab- 
breviationibus}  that  “  the  Small-pox  and  Mealies  may¬ 
be,  at  any  time,  excited  by  dead  bodies  putrefying  and 
corrupting  the  air,  but  efpecially  during  the  fummer 
feafon,  and  in  perfons  who  have  long  omitted  blood¬ 
letting.”  On  thefe  points  Rhazes  fays  he  could  not 
colleft  any  thing  fatisfactory  from  his  immediate  pre- 
deceffors*.  He  takes  it  for  granted  that  the  Small¬ 
pox  and  Mealies  were  known  to  Galen  more  'than 
600  years  before  his  own  time,  being  milled  by  feme 
incorreft  tranflation  of  Galen’s  works  into  the  Arabian 
language.  The  palfages  which  he  quotes  have  cer-^ 
tainly  not  the  leaft  relation  to  the  difeafes  above  men- 
tionedf.  Indeed  no  defeription  of  them,  nor  the 

*  Nihilominus  ex  iis  lie  unus  quidem  est,  qui  memoravit  causam  ejus  morbi. 
efficientem,  et  quare  eveniat  ut  ilium  vix  effugiat  vel  unus  mortalium. 

t  The  mis-trans\ated  terms  are,  PMegmonae,  Erysipelafa,  Herpetes,  and 
lonthi  (pimples  of  the  face),  in  Tr.  I.  de  compos,  med.  sec.  loc.  De  Prognos. 
a  pulsib.  Lib.  II.  and  De  usu  partium  Lib.  IX. 
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flightefl;  collateral  hint,  appears  in  the  writings  of  the 
Greek  phyficians,  which  could  lead  us  to  fuppofe  they 
had  any  knowledge  on  the  fubjeB:,  Some  modern  wri¬ 
ters  have  held  a  contrary  opinion,  maintaining  that 
Hippocrates  and  his  fucceflbrs  applied  to  the  Meafles 
and  Small-pox  the  denominations  of-  Exanthemata, 
Ecthymata,  Ecphymata,  Eczemata,  Eryfipelata,  Her- 
petes,  Anthraces,  &c.  Now,  fome  of  thefe  terms  have 
been  ftrictly  defined,  and  in  a  way  which  admits  of  no 
fuch  application;  the  refl  are  left  indefinite,  and  al¬ 
though  intended  to  exprefs  eruptive  difeafes  generally, 
they  have  not  been  appropriated  to  any  ipecific  erup¬ 
tions.  A  controverfy  founded  on  materials  fo  flight 
and  unfatisfactory,  was  carried  on  with  ardour  during 
a  part  of  the  laft  century,  but  need  not  at  this  time  be 
revived  when  it  is  nearly  configned  to  oblivion. 
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II.  SCARLATINA. 


TThE  scarlatina*  is  characterized  by  aclofe  ef* 
florefcence,  of  a  fcarlet  colour,  appearing  on  the  furface 
of  the  body,  or  -within  the  mouth  and  fauces,  ufually 
on  the  fecond  day  of  a  febrile  diforder,  and  terminating 
in  about  five  days,  but  without  certainty  of  acrifis 

*  Nomina  morbivaria,  erronea  saepe,  ineptaque,  quifaus  eum ,  medici  quon¬ 
dam  appellarunf,  laudatis  in  scriptoribus  iuvenire  est,  Scarlatinae  nomine, 
barbaro  satis,  a  colore  pauni  vulgb  sic  appellati,  mutuato,  civitatique,  ut  videtur, 
in  arte  donato.  Est  febris  acuta,  exantbematica,  rubras,  easdemque  latos, 
maculas  proferens,  organa  deglutitionis  non  rarb  impetens,  epidennidis  in  de- 
squamationem  abeuns,  et  infamis  praecipue  periodo  su-i  alter^,  unius,  alterius, 
tertiae,  et  ultra,  septimanaj,  quS,  tumore  corporis  vario,  anxietate,  debilitate, 
hominem  non  rarb  in  longb  majus  discrimen  quam  in  periodo  priore  conjicit. 
De  Haen.  Rat.  Med.  Continuat.  tom.  I.  c.  7. 

The  denomination  Scarlatina  was  first  applied  to  this  disease  by  British 
writers :  however  offensive  the  term  may  be  to  a  classical  ear,  it  cannot  well 
be  displaced,  having  found  admission  into  all  the  systems  of  Nosology.  Ano¬ 
ther  age  will  correct  and  refine  the  language  now  used  on  subjects  untouched 
by  the  Fathers  of  Physic. 
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to  the  fever.  This  difeafe  fpreads  rapidly,  by  conta¬ 
gion,  among  children,  in  whom  the  eruption  often  ap¬ 
pears  five  or  fix  days  after  they  have  been  infefled*. 
The  fufceptibility  of  infeftion  is,  however,  very  dif¬ 
ferent  in  different  perfons ;  it  alfo  differs  in  the  fame 
individuals  at  different  times.  I  have  feen,  in  nu¬ 
merous  families,  one  child  have  the  Scarlatina  with¬ 
out  communicating  it  to  any  of  the  reft  ;  yet,  perhaps, 
in  the  fucceeding  autumn,  feveral  of  them  were  in- 
fefled  by  only  paffing  near  a  patient  recovering  from 
the  difeafe,  or  by  touching  thofe  who  had  a  little  time 
before  vifited  fome  perfon  affefted  with  it.  Adults  are 
not  very  fufceptible  of  the  contagion :  feveral  phyfi- 
cians  and  apothecaries  of  London  have  never  felt  it’s 
effeSs,  notwithftanding  their  attendance  on  many 
hundreds  in  the  difeafe,  often  under  the  moft  unfa¬ 
vourable  circumftances. 

The  generic  term  SCARLATINA  comprifes  three 
varieties,  which  may  be  denominated  Scarlatina  fim- 
plex.  Scarlatina  anginofa,  and  Scarlatina  maligna. 

1.  Scarlatina  simplex.  This  form  of  the  difeafe 
confifts  merely  of  the  rafti,  and  a  moderate  degree  of 

*  Dr.  Withering  says,  I  have  repeatedly  had  occasion  to  observe, 
that  it  is  upon  the  third  or  fourth  day  after  exposure  to  contagion,  that 
the  patients  begin  to  complain.”  On  the  Scarlet  Fever  and  Sore-throaty 
page  61.  See  Heberden,  Comment,  de  Morb.  Page  20. 

fever 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


255 


fever  for  three  or  four  days,  not  being,  like  the  two 
other  fpecies,  attended  with  any  local  ftvelling,  inflam¬ 
mation,  or  ulcer.  The  firfl  fymptoms  are,  general  de¬ 
bility,  naufea,  and  flight  fucceflive  fhiverings,  termi¬ 
nated  at  length  by  confiderable  heat  and  thirft.  On 
the  fecond  day,  numerous  fpecks,  or  minute  patches,  of 
a  vivid  red  colour,  appear  about  the  face  and  neck : 
within  24  hours,  a  fimilar  efflorefcence  is  difFufed  over 
the  furface  of  the  body,  likewife  in  the  noflrils,  on  the 
infide  of  the  lips,  cheeks,  and  eye-lids,  over  the  tongue, 
palate,  and  the  whole  fauces.  Thefe  internal  parts  being 
red,  the  efife£ls  of  the  difeafe  upon  them  do  not  per¬ 
haps  attra61:  attention  till  the  high  fcarlet  flufh  be  pro¬ 
duced.  A  fhudious  obfervev  can,  therefore,  beh  trace 
on  the  external  furface  the  gradual  progrefs  of  the 
rafli.  It  is  at  hrfi  compofed  of  innumerable  red  points 
(PLATE  XXIII.  Fig.  2.  A.)  with  interftices  of  the  ufual 
colour  of  the  Ikin.  Moft  of  thefe  interftices  are  obli¬ 
terated  by  a  diffufe  rednefs  on  the  third  day,  and 
the  efflorefcence  becomes  almoft  continuous  on  the 
cheeks,  and  over  the  limbs,  particularly  round  the 
fingers,  affuming  the  full  fcarlet  colour,  which  cha¬ 
racterizes  the  diforder.  Several  papulae  (DEF.  V.)  are 
fcattered  on  the  back  of  the  hand,  breaft,  arms,  and 
lower  extremities.  All  that  extent  of  furface  is  indeed 
rough  like  cutis  anferina,  but  red  and  tenfe  from  the 
great  quantity  of  blood  diftributed  to  the  cutaneous 
L 1  2  veffels. 
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veffels,  to  the  miliary  glands,  to  the  bulbs  of  the  fmall  ^ 
hairs,  and  to  the  papillae  of  the  (kin.  See  PLATE 
XXIII.  Fig.  1.  B.B.B.*  and  PLATE  XXIV.  Fig.  2.  A. A. 
On  the  trunk  of  the  body,  the  eiJlorefcence  is  feldom 
univerfal,  but  either  forms  many  feparate  patches, 
greatly  diverlified  as  to  their  lize  and  outline  (XXIII.  2.) 
or  extends  in  ramifications,  appearing  fomewhat  like  a 
reticular  diftribution  of  fmall  veffels  injefled  with  wax, 
in  an  anatomical  preparation.  PLATE  XXIV.  Fig.  2. 
B.B.  On  the  loins,  and  nates,  and  within  the  flexures 
of  the  joints,  the  fcarlet  colour  is  mofh  ffrong,  and 
general:  in  thofe  fituations  it  alfo  remains  the  longeft 
time.  The  rafh  is  always  lefs  florid  in  the  morning 
than  at  night,  it’s  colour  being  higheft  on  the  third  and 
fourth  evening.  On  the  fifth  day,  it  begins  to  decline, 
the  interftices  becoming  larger,  and  the  fcarlet  hue 
lefs  vivid f :  (See  Fig.  2,  PLATE  XXIII.)  On  the  fixth 
day,  it’s  appearance  is  very  indiflin6l,  and  it  is  wholly 
gone  before  the  endof  the  feventh. — Between  the  fourth 

*  In  this  Plate,  Pig.  1,  which  was  correctly  drawn,  represents  the 
scarlet  efflorescence  not  as  an  universal,  uninterrupted  flush  over  the 
whole  surface  of  the  body  (una  continuata  rubedo.  Dr.  Morton,  pag.  27), 
but  under  it’s  usual  appearance  on  many  parts,  with  intervals  of  skin-co¬ 
lour,  C.C.C.C.  having  a  very  irregular  form. 

•f-  At  this  time,  and  on  the  second  day,  when  the  efflorescence  appears 
most  in  patches,  the  Scarlatina  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  Measles 
without  particular  attention.  See  page  260. 
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and  feventh  day,  there  is  often  a  fcattered  eruption  of 
minute  -  femi-globular  vefides  (Def.  X.)  containing  a 
thin  pearl-coloured  fluid.  They  rife  on  the  temples 
under  the  hair,  alfo  on  the  neck,  breaft,  and  fhoulders, 
fucceeding  one  another  without  any  certain  order*. 
On  the  fifth  day,  a  flight  fcurfinefs  fometimes  appears 
about  the  temples,  neck,  or  breaft,  but  a  more  general 
reparation  of  the  cuticlef  takes  place  on  the  eighth 
and  ninth  days.  Thisprocefs,  when  the  rafli  has  been 
very  full,  occafions  the  fpeckled  appearance,  repre- 
fented  (PLATE  XXIII.  Fig.  3.  A.)  Sometimes  large 
pieces  of  the  cuticle  come  off  entire,  more  efpecially 
from  the  hands,  fingers,  and  feet,  a  new  cuticle  having 
been  previoufly  formed  underneath.  There  is  like- 
wife,  on  the  limbs,  an  appearance  as  of  round,  white 
vefjcleSj  whichj  however,  on  being  opened,  are  feldom 

*  See  PLATE  XXIII.  Fig.  1.  A.A.A.  Miliary  pustules  occur  in  almost 
every  form  of  rash  (see  page  219.)  From  their  occasional  appearance  in 
the  Scarlatina,  Vogel  and  Burserius  have  thought  proper  to  establish 
a  variety  of  this  disease,  entitled  by  them  Scarl.  complicata,  or  puslu- 
laris,  Inst.  Med.  tom.  ii,  |  62.  For  the  Scarlatina  variolosa  of  Sanvages 
(Nosol.  Meth.)  there  is  no  better  foundation. 

t  Maculis  denium  evanescentibus,  decedenteque  subject^  cuticuld, 
resthnt  furfuraceae  quoedam  squamulse,  ad  instar  farinas,  corpori  inspersa;, 
qua  ad  secundam  aut  tertiam  vicem  se  produnt,  conduntque  vicissim. 
Syd.  Sect,  6.  cap.  ii. 

found 
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found  to  contain  any  fluid.  Thefe  have  been  noticed 
by  many  authors^',  and  may,  I  think,  be  thus  ex¬ 
plained. — When  the  larger  papulae  fublide  by  the  great 
contrafilion  of  the  cutaneous  veffels  at  the  decline  of 
the  efHorefcence,  the  portions  of  cuticle  fuddenly 
raifed  up  at  their  formation,  and  detached  from  the 
former  points  of  adhefion,  cannot  contract  along  with 
them,  but  remain  prominent  for  a  fhort  time,  and  then 
fall  off  in  fcurff. 

The  pulfe,  during  the  eruptive  Rage  of  the  Scar¬ 
latina  fimplex,  is  ufually  very  quick  and  feeble.  The 

*  See  Plenciz.  Tract,  de  Scarlatinii;  Rosenstein,  on  the  Diseases  of 
Children,  Chap.  xvi.  London  Med.  Journal,  vol.  X. 

Vesiculae  ampliores,  vacuas  tameu,  bullas  a  cooibustione  repraesentantes 
exsurgunt.  S.  P.  de  Meza,  Compend.  Med.  Pract.  pag.  59- 

“  In  one  man,  when  the  scarlet  of  the  skin  was  turning  brown,  several 
w'hite  blisters  arose  upon  different  parts  of  his  hands  and  feet,  which, 
when  cut  open,  appeared  quite  dryj  but  in  a  boy  who  had  similar  blisters, 
some  of  wliich  were  cut  in  a  few  hours  after  their  appearance,  a  thin, 
pellucid,  watery  fluid,  was  discharged.”  Withering,  on  the  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Sore-throat,  page  21. 

''  In  several  instances,  an  eruption  of  white  blisters  succeeded  their  re¬ 
covery.  This  form  of  the  disease  has  been  called  by  Sauvages,  Scarlatina 
variolosa.”  Prof.  Rush  of  Philadelphia,  Medical  Inquiries  and  Obser¬ 
vations,  pag.  123. 

f  The  bases  of  these  supposed  vesicles,  as  they  appear  after  desqua¬ 
mation,  are  represented,  PLATE  XXIII.  Fig.  3.  B. 
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tongue  exhibits,  on  it’s  upper  furface,  a  whitifh  fur, 
through  which  the  elongated  papillae  extend  their 
fcarlet  points ;  the  fides  of  the  tongue  are  of  a 
darker  red  colour.  The  urine  is  clear,  and  of  a 
bright  ftraw  colour.  The  face  is  confiderably  tume¬ 
fied.  In  fome  cafes,  the  fcarlet  efflorefcence  may  be 
obferved  on  the  tunica  albuginea,  when  the  eyes 
appear  red,  bright,  and  humid,  but  without  any  ma¬ 
terial  increafe  of  the  lachrymal  fecretion.  There  is 
ufually  great  reftlelfnefs,  with  a  fenfe  of  itching  or 
tingling  in  the  fkin,  and  often  a  flight  delirium.  Thefe 
fymptoms  continue  with  more  or  lefs  violence  from 
three  to  feven  days.  A  few  patients  efcape  without 
fever,  pain,  or  any  particular  uneafinefs*. 

Although  the  Meades  and  Scarlatina  are  now  known 
to  arife  from  different  modes  of  contagion,  yet  fo  many 
authors  have  confidered  them  as  varieties  of  the  fame 
difeafe,  that  it  may  be  allowable  in  this  place  to  reca¬ 
pitulate  their  diagnoftic  charafters. 

*  Alii  postquam  levissima  hiijus  morbi  signa  per  biduum  experti 
sunt  nullo  negotio  convaluerimt,  Heberden,  Comment,  p.  23.  Compare 
Sydenh.  p.  6.  2.  De  Gorter  Prax.  Med.  II.  196.  Prosp:  Martian:  in  Hipp: 
Epid.  L.  II.  S.  3. 
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ift.  The  elllorefcence  in  Scarlatina  generally  ap¬ 
pears  on  the  fecond  day  of  fever  ;  in  the  Meafles  it  is 
feldom  vifihle  till  the  fourth. 

2dly.  It  is  much  more  full  and  fpreading  in  the 
former  difeafe  than  in  the  latter,  and  confifts  of  innu¬ 
merable  points  and  fpecks  under  the  cuticle,  intermixed 
with  minute  papulae,  in  fome  cafes  forming  continuous 
irregularpatches,  in  others  coalefcing  into  an  uniform 
flufh  over  a  confiderable  extent  of  furface.  In  the  Mea¬ 
lies,  the  ra/h  is  compofed  of  circular  dots,  partly  dillin£i, 
partly  fet  in  fmall  clufters  or  patches,  and  a  little  ele¬ 
vated,  fo  as  to  give  the  fenfation  of  roughnefs  when  a 
finger  is  palfed  over  them.  Thefe  patches  are  feldom 
confluent,  but  form  a  number  of  crefcents,  or  fegments 
of  circles*,  (fee  PLATES  XX.  XXL)  with  large  in¬ 
tervening  portions  of  cuticle,  which  retain  their  ufual 
appearance.  The  colour  of  the  rafli  is  alfo  different  in 
the  two  difeafes,  being  a  vivid  red  in  the  Scarlatina, 
like  that  of  a  boiled  lobfter’s  fhell ;  but  in  the  Meafles 
a  dark  red,  with  nearly  the  hue  of  a  rafberry. 

*  In  Scarlatina,  when  any  part  of  the  rash  has  a  tendency  to  circular 
forms,  the  circles  are  usually  completed.  See  PL.  XXIII.  Fig.  2.  B.B.B. 
Sometimes  the  circumferences  of  these  circles  intersect  each  other  va- 
liously.  PL.  XXIV.  2. 
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3dly.  During  their  febrile  ftage,  the  Mealies  aredif- 
tinguiihed  by  an  obftinate  harfh  cough,  forcing  up,  in 
repeated  paroxyfms,  a  tough,  acrimonious  phlegm, — by 
an  inflammation  of  the  eyes  and  eyelids,  with  great 
fenfibility  to  light, — by  an  increafed  difcharge  from 
the  lachrymal  gland,  fneezing,  &c.  The  Scarlatina 
is  frequently  attended  with  a  cough,  alfo  with  red- 
nefs  of  the  eyes  from  an  extenfion  of  the  rafh  to  the 
tunica  albuginea,  circumftances  which  render  the 
difl;in6lion  between  this  complaint,  and  Mealies  parti¬ 
cularly  difficult,  if  other  fymptoms  be  not  clear  and 
decilive.  On  minute  obfervation,  however,  it  will  be 
generally,  perhaps  always,  found,  that  the  cough  in 
Scarlatina  is  Ihortand  irritating,  without  expeCloration-, 
that  the  rednefs  of  the  eye  is  not  attended  with  into¬ 
lerance  of  light;  that  the  ciliary  glands  are  not  affefted ; 
and  that,  although  the  eyes  appear  fliining  and  wa¬ 
tery,  they  never  overflow. 

4th.  Moll  writers  on  the  fubjefl,  in  diftinguilhing 
Scarlatina  from  Meafles  and  other  eruptive  com¬ 
plaints,  obferve  that  there  is  a  peculiar  fenfation  of 
anxiety,  depreffion,  and  faintnefs,  in  all  cafes  of  it 
which  are  attended  with  fever. 

5th.  When  the  raffi  appears  on  the  third  or  fourth 
day,  being  fcattered,  and  of  a  dark  fhade  of  colour, 
Mm  as 
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as  frequently  happens  in  the  two  latter  varieties  of 
Scarlatina,  the  difeafe  may  be  diftinguifhed  from 
Meafles  by  the  appearances  in  the  throat,  by  the  ri¬ 
gidity  of  the  mufcles  of  the  neck,  and  other  peculiar 
fyinptoms  hereafter  to  be  defcribed. 

2.  Scarlatina  ANGiNOSA.  In.  this  fpecies  of  the 
difeafe,  there  is  fuperadded  to  the  fever  and  efflO'^ 
refcence,  a  confiderable  fwelling  of  the  tonGls,  velum 
pendulum  palati,  and  uvula,  accompanied  with  a  florid 
rednefs  of  their  whole  furface,  often  terminating  in 
numerous  flight  ulcerations.  The  Scarlatina,  princi¬ 
pally  under  this  form,  was,  in  London,  the  leading 
epidemic  of  the  year  1786.  It  occurred  in  1785  fpo- 
radically,  as  ufual,  from  about  the  middle  of  March 
to  the  end  of  November,  and  then  ceafed  till  the 
month  of  May  enfuing.  During  that  interval,  there 
was  a  more  general  diffuflion  of  the  Meafles  than  had 
been  obferved  for  many  years  before.  They  firft  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  eafterh  confines  of  the  city,  and  after¬ 
wards  fpread  from  thence  rapidly  through  We  ft  minfter, 
and  all  the  adjacent  villages.  The  Scarlatina  fimplex, 
and  anginofa;,  recommencing  in  May,  followed  nearly 
the  fame  courfe  as  the  Meafles,  and  were  not  frequent 
in  Weflminfter  till  September:  in  the  courfe  of  the 
next  three  J^pn-ths,  tbp  moil  unfavourable  fpecies  of 
th^  difeafe  was  diffufed  over  that  quarter  of  the  me¬ 
tropolis. 
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tropolis,  and  very  often  proved  fatal.  Cafes  of  Scar¬ 
latina,  during  the  year  iy86,  exceeded  in  number  the 
fum.  of  all  other  febrile  difeafes  within  the  fame  pe¬ 
riod.  Since  that  time,  the  difeafe,  occurring  annually, 
has  had  a  different  extent,  and  fhewn  different  degrees 
of  virulence,  in  different  years,  but  without  any  mate¬ 
rial  variation  of  its  form. 

The  primary  febrile  fymptoms  of  the  Scarlatina  an- 
ginofa  are  the  fame  as  thofe  mentioned  p.aige  255,  but 
more  violent.  The  affedion  of  the  throat  fometimes 
begins  with  the  fever,  at  other  times  is  not  perceptible 
till  the  fcarlet  efHorefcence  has  arrived  at  its  height : 
moil  frequently  it  is  felt  when  the  rafh  appears,  and 
increafes  and  declines  with  it.  A  fudden  fenfation  of 
fliffnefs  in  the  mufcles  of  the  neck  and  lower  jaw 
takes  place  at  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe.  On  the 
fecond  day  of  fever  the  throat  is  rough  and  ftraitened, 
the  voice  becomes  hoarfe,  and  deglutition  is  per¬ 
formed  with  pain  and  difficulty.  Thefe  fymptoms  are 
attended,  on  the  fecond,  third,  and  fourth  day,  with 
naufea,  vomiting  of  bile,  headach,  delirium  *,  reftleff- 

*  "  In  Febre  rubra,  JBgri  vel  ipso  primo  die  delirant;  atque  interduin, 
licet  Omni  alio  periculi  indicio  vacent,  tamen  non  cessant  aliena  loqui,  sin¬ 
gulis  noctibus,  ab  initio  movbi  usque  ad  finem.”  Heberden,  Comment, 
page  ig. 

"  The  tendency  to  delirium  prevailed  in  proportion  to  the  intensity  of 
the  redness  in  the  eyes.”  Withering,  pag.  16. 
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nefs,  and  great  Jieat*,  with  a  feeble  fluttering  pulfe,  a 
quick  refpirationf,  and  extreme  languor  or  faintnefs. 
On  examining  the  throat,  there  appears  a  confiderable 
enlargement  of  the  tonfils,  and  a  florid  rednefs  of 
their  furface,  which  extends  over  the  palate,  it's 
velum  pendulum,  the  uvula,  and  pofterior  part  of 
the  fauces.  The  tongue  also  aflumes  a  high  red  co¬ 
lour,  and  the  papillte  over  it’s  whole  furface  are 
greatly  elongated.  The  reprefentation  (PLATE  XXIV. 
Fig.  1.)  will  afford  a  clearer  idea  of  it’s  appearance 
than  can  be  given  by  verbal  defcriptfon.  In  fome 
cafes,  no  further  change  is  obfervable  in  the  fauces, 
neither  do  the  appearances  above  mentioned  con¬ 
tinue  beyond  the  5th  or  6th  day.  No  deep  or  con- 
liderable  ulcer  forms  in  the  tonfilsj.  Slight  fuperfi- 

cial 

*  The  heat  of  the  skin  is  such  as  to  raise  the  thermometer  to  1 13°.  The 
patient’s  breath  seems  also  to  be  felt  hotter  by  the  attendants,  in  this  dis¬ 
ease,  than  in  any  other  fever. 

t  ''  The  breathing  was  short,  ax\d  often  interrupted  by  a  kind  of  imper¬ 
fect  sigh.”  Withering,  pag.  15. 

J  Dr.  Withering  says,  "  1  never  saw  any  real  ulcerations  in  these  parts, 
but  sometimes  collections  of  thick  mucus,  particularly  on  the  back  of  the 
oesophagus,  greatly  resembling  the  specks  or  sloughs  in  the  putrid  Sore- 
throat  ;  but  these  are  easily  washed  away  by  any  common  gargle.”  He 
allows,  however,  that  ‘‘  during  the  autumnal  season,  some  patients  threw 
out  several  white  or  ash-coloured  sloughs,  though  no  such  sloughs  were 

visible 
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cial  ulcerations  are  very  frequent,  and  more  efpecially 
at  the  latter  end  of  the  year.  They  occur  at  an  early 
period  of  the  difeafe,  as  on  the  2d  or  3d  day  ;  when 
they  are  later,  an  opportunity  is  afforded  of  marking 
their  progress  more  diftinflly.  The  formation  of  them 
is  preceded  by  a  very  quick  and  unequal  pulfe,  with 
lownefs,  and  great  inquietude.  Small  white  patches  are 
then  viable  over  the  velum  pendulum  palati,  and  the 
tonlils ;  at  the  fame  time,  the  red  colour  in  thofe  parts 
becomes  darker  in  fome  places  than  in  others,  fo  that  the 
whole  furface  has  a  peculiar  fpeckled  appearance.  Soon 
afterwards,  fiffures,  or  excoriations,  take  place  at  the 
centers  of  the  white  patches,  which  are  almofl;  imme¬ 
diately  covered  with  whitish  houghs.  "When  thefe  arc 
numerous,  the  fauces  are  conflantly  clogged  with  a 
large  quantity  of  tough,  vifcid  phlegm  :  hence  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  fwallowing  is  increafed  ;  and  much  pain  is 
felt  from  preffure  externally  applied.  The  Houghs  are, 
in  fome  cafes,  removed  about  the  5th  or  6th  day,  at  the 
decline  of  the  efflorefcence  ;  in  other  inflances,  they 
continue  to  the  8th  day,  or  even  later,  and  when  they 
feparate,  partial  excoriations  remain,  which  may,  how¬ 
ever,  be  readily  healed. 

visible  on  inspecting  the  throat;  and  that  "in  most,  the  fauces,  particu¬ 
larly  the  tonsils,  were  covered  with  them,  and  upon  their  separation, 
looked  raw,  as  if  divested  of  their  outer  membrane.”  Page  24. 


The 
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The  efflorefcence  differs  in  a  few  particulars  from 
that  defcribed  under  the  article  Scarlatina  fimplex. 

ift.  It  does  not  appear  fo  early  in  the  difeafe,  but  is 
often  delayed  to  the  3d  day  *. 

2d.  It  does  not  fo  conflantly  extend  over  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  but  comes  out  in  fcattered  patches 
on  the  back,  fides,  neck  and  breaft,  or  about  the 
jointst.  Fig.  2.  PL.  XXIV.  reprefents  it’s  diftribution 
on  the  arm. 

Sdly.  It  fometimes  wholly  vanilhes  the  day  after  its 
appearance,  and  re-appears,  partially,  at  uncertain  times. 

Hence  4thly.  The  whole  duration  of  it  is  longer 
than  in  the  Scarlatina  fimplex ;  and  the  mode  of  de- 
fquamation  is  lefs  regular^, 

Thefe 


*  In  aliis  hie  color  non  nisi  quarto  morbi  die  in  conspectum  venit. 
Heberden,  pag.  22.  Withering,  pag.  l6,  18. 

t  Interdum  pectus,  et  brachia  soluinmodb  rubent  j  et  non  rarb  vidi  ex- 
teriorem  carpi  partem  levi  rubore  suffusam,  cujus  nusquam  alibi  reperiri 
vestigium  potuil.  Heberden,  Comment,  page  17  and  22.  Withering, 
pag.  20. 

J  See  Dr.  Rush,  pag.  120.  According  to  De  Haen,  cuticular  exfo- 
Imtions  take  place  successively,  often  in  large  pieces,  from  the  l6th  to  the 

4Gth 
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Thefe  variations  are  raoH  frequent  during  the  au¬ 
tumnal  and  winter  months,  when  the  difeafe  is  in 
general  raoft  fevere.  Other  fymptoms  occur,  at  the 
fame  period  of  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  ufual  feries. 
Dr.  Sims*  obferves  that,  in  the  autumn  of  1786,  "  A  fre¬ 
quent,  fhort,  hicking,  cough  took  place  in  feveral  pa¬ 
tients  :  they  did  not  bring  up  any  matter  with  it,  nor  did 
each  £t  lad  beyond  one  or  two  fhort  expeftorations,  but 
thefe  were  repeated  feveral  times  in  a  minute  :  many 
who  had  no  appearance  of  pituita,  and  but  the  flighteft 
poffible  appearance  of  angina,  had  this  cough  more 
troublefome  than  thofe  who  had  much  of  either.  Ano¬ 
ther  circumdance,  in  the  months  of  November  and  De¬ 
cember,  was,  that  a  few  days  after  the  apparent  change 
of  the  diforder,  a  fwelling  attacked  the  face,  but  more 
frequently  the  extremities,  attended  with  mod  excru¬ 
ciating  pain.  This  fwelling  was  neither  red,  puffy, 

40lh  day.  He  also  mentions  the  cracking  and  separation  of  the  nails. 
Hat.  Med.  Contin.  1.  71. 

Whenever  the  rash  is  slight,  or  when  it  suddenly  disappears,  there  is 
seldom  any  desquamation,  and  in  this  case,  the  disease  either  terminates 
fatally  at  an  early  period,  or  has  a  very  troublesome  sequel.  The  same 
observation  was  formerly  made  respecting  the  Measles.  See  pag.  240. 

*  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  Pag.  405.  See  Dr. 
Heberden,  Comment,  p.  20. 
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nor  oedematous,  and  did  not  depend  on  the  previous 
mode  of  treatment,  as  it  occurred  in  thofe  Avho  had 
been  treated  in  the  moft  different  manners.  Some  firil 
complained  of  a  violent  toothach  :  after  two  or  three 
days  they  complained  of  an  equally  violent  pain  in  the 
back,  the  firfl  one  gradually  fubfiding.  In  a  day  or 
two  more,  or  even  fooner,  the  pain  attacked  their 
elbows,  wrifls,  and  hands,  which  were  ufually  the  parts 
lafl  attacked  *.  Thefe  pains,  in  fome  patients,  were 
only  in  the  hands  and  arms.  In  one  child,  the  Scarlet- 
fever  appeared  without  any  angina,  and  having  finifh- 
ed  it’s  courfe,  left  the  patient  feemingly  in  perfeCl 
health :  but  in  a  few  days  the  fever  returned  without 
any  eruption,  but  with  a  very  considerable  degree  of 
fore  throat,  and  much  pain  and  fwelling  of  the  tonfils 
and  parotids,  which  likewife  ran  it’s  courfe  as  if  the 
former  fymptoms  had  never  appeared.” 


Although  no  uneafinefs  is,  in  general,  felt  in  the 
throat,  previoufly  to  the  febrile  fymptoms  or  effloref- 
cence,  it  would  yet  appear,  on  infpefting  the  fauces  of 

*  According  to  Dr.  Withering  (pag.  23)  "  These  swellings  had  some¬ 
times  a  reddish  shining  appearance  like  the  gout.”  He  adds,  “  The  eyes 
did  not,  in  autumn,  bear  the  light,  though  they  had  less  of  that  redness 
described  before  (see  above  page  259),  hut  still  a  slight  tinge  of  it  was 
visible,  together  with  something  of  the  shining  watery  appearance,  which 
is  so  remarkable  in  the  Measles  ” 


perfons 
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perfons  expofed,  that  the  contagion  had  been  aCling  on 
them  many  days  before  the  commencement  of  fever. 
It’s  afiion  is  denoted  by  a  dark  red  line,  extending  along 
the  velum  pendulum  palati,  and  lower  part  of  the 
uvula.  Dr.  Sims*  fays,  “  In  many  families,  where  fome 
have  been  confined  with  the  difeafe,  I  have  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  obferving  the  firft,  and  moll  minute,  ap¬ 
proach  of  it  in  others,  and  there  always  found  that  the 
firft  marks  of  its  approach  were  a  palenefs  and  dejeflion 
of  countenance ;  and  if  the  fauces  were  infpefled, 
the  under  edge  of  the  velum  pendulum  palati  was 
confiderably  redder  than  natural.  The  pulfe,  at  this 
time,  was  rather  difturbed  and  flurried  than  feverifh  : 
in  fome  the  uvula  was  more  inflamed,  and  the  tonfils 
a  little  fwelled,  fo  as  to  give  a  flight  degree  of  pain  in 
fwallowing ;  this  pain  and  inflammation,  however^  va¬ 
ried  on  different  days,  fo  as  to  give  frequently  hopes 
of  the  diforder  going  oflF  entirely ;  and  I  have  reafon 
to  think  that  it  often  did  go  off,  under  a  treatment  here¬ 
after  mentioned,  without  ever  gaining  greater  ground. 
In  very  many,  how-^ever,  after  remaining  in  this  uncer¬ 
tain  variable  ftate  for  feveral  days,  ficknefs  and  vo¬ 
miting  came  on  fuddenly,.  and  the  difeafe  was  com¬ 
pletely  formed.” 


*  On  the  Scarlatina  anginosa  of  1786,  ‘'Memoirs  of  the  Medical 
Society ,’l,Vol.  I.  Pag.  394. 
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Nearly  the  fame  obfervations  were  made  by  my 
friend  Dr.  Binns,  while  fuperintendent  of  Ackworth 
fchoob  Yorkfhire,  where  the  Scarlatina,  in  1803,  af¬ 
fected  the  greater  part  of  the  children.  “  There  are 
many  incipient  cafes  of  the  difeafe,  in  which  the 
throat  is  moderately  afFe61;ed  with  fwelling  of  the  ton- 
fjls  and  erythema  of  the  neighbouring  parts, — the  pa- 
pillte  of  the  tongue,,  more  efpecially  at  and  near  its 
tip,  are  enlarged,  prominent,  and  of  an  intenfe  rednefs, 
and  the  pulfe  is  from  96  to  I08.  Several  of  thefe  cafes 
have  remained,  with  very  little  variation,  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  fome  for  a  month.  In  fome  again,  the  appearances 
have  wholly  gone  off*  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  while, 
in  others,  the  fever  has  at  that  time  increafed,  the  fear- 
let  eruption  has  become  very  general,  and  the  difeafe 
arrived  at  its  crifis  in  about  ten  days  more.” 

Thofe  who  have  formerly  had  the  difeafe,  and  alfo 
thofe  who  are  jufl  recovering  from  it,  if  expofed  to 
the  contagion,  are  very  liable  to  be  affefied  in  the 
manner  above  deferibed,  but  with  no  other  fymptom 
of  fever  than  a  quick  pulfe.  They  are,  however,  pale 
and  languid,  and  have  often  an  appearance  of  red 

*  Those  persons  on  whom  the  effeets  of  contagion  thus  cease,  or  have 
been  removed  by  early  applications,  are  not  less  liable  to  take  the  disease 
in  its  fullest  form,  when  again  exposed  to  its  influence.  See  above  page 
S54,  269,  and  Dr.  Blackburne,  On  Scarlet  Fever,  page  25. 

*  fpecks. 
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fpecks  or  patches,  like  flea-bites,  on  the  breaft  and  ab¬ 
domen,  and  ibmetimes  a  purple  eruption  of  greater 
extent.  Dr.  Binns  obferves,  “  Notwithftanding  that 
this  is  ufually  a  fecondary  appearance,  -  at  the  diftance 
of  two,  three,  four,  or  even  five  weeks  after  reco¬ 
vering  from  the  firfl:  attack,  yet  fome  are  affefled  in 
this  way  at  firfl: :  I  remember  a  boy,  who  died,  came 
to  me  in  confequence  of  fuch  an  eruption,  not  making 
any  complaint  otherwife  }  but,  on  infpecting  the  fauces, 
I  found  further  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  He  died  on 
the  tenth  day  from  his  application.” 

During  the  ftate  of  extreme  debility  which  ufually 
fucceeds  the  Scarlatina  anginofa,  fome  patients  are  af¬ 
fected  with  anafarcous  fwellingsof  the  face  and  hands, 
but  more  efpecially  of  the  lower  extremities  *.  The 
fwelling  becomes  confpicuous  about  the  eighth  or  tenth 
day  from  the  difappearance  of  the  rafh,  and  continues 
for  two  or  three  weeks.  In  cafes  exhibiting  a  very  full 
and  vivid  efflorefcence,  the  anafarca  takes  place  more 
frequently,  and  to  a  greater  degree.  When  the  throat 
is  much  ulcerated  and  the  rafh  not  extenfive,  and 
when  no  defquamation  fucceeds  (page  267),  anafar¬ 
cous  fwellings  rarely  occur.  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  obferved  any  confiderable  effufion  of  water  into 

*  Dr.  Sims  says,  “  I  saw  but  four  cases  of  Anasarca  succeed  the  disor¬ 
der  ;  and  these  were  all  in  poor  persons,  and  unattended  with  danger.” 

N  n  2  the 
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the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  thorax,  or  pericardium,  nor 
into  the  ventricles  of  the  brain*,  an  effect  tvhich  many 
pra6litioners,  and  medical  writers  have  noticed.  How¬ 
ever,  two  of  my  patients,  who  had  been  in  a  very 
weak  state  before  the  fever,  died  heftical,  with  ana- 
farcous  fwellings  of  the  limbs.  Thefe  were  the  only 
fatal  cafes  I  ever  faw  of  Scarlatina  anginofa  retaining 
the  form  above  dated. 

An  enlargehient  of  the  parotid  glands  happens  fre¬ 
quently  in  adults,  and  continues  a  long  time  without 
fuppurating.  Children,  at  every  period  of  the  difeafe, 
are  liable  to  tumors  both  of  the  parotid  and  fub- 
maxillary  glands,  fometimes  ending  in  tedious  and 
painful  abfceflesf.  With  thefe  they  have,  during 

the 


*The  occasional  termination  of  this  disease  in  a  sudden  pbrenzy,  I 
liave  remarJced  in  another  work.  (On  Diseases  in  London,  pag.  47.) 

f  '^The  swelling  of  the  parotid  glands  was  sometimes  apparent  in  the 
beginning  of  the  complaint,  at  other  times  it  came  on  about  the  fifth 
day  with  great  pain,  proti-acting  the  disease  :  and  in  many  it  came  after 
the  efflorescence  bad  entirely  disappeared,  bringing  it,  in  some  degree, 
and  all  the  feverish  symptoms  back  with  it.  Though  this  swelling  was 
attended  with  great- pain,  I  did  not  see  one  case  of  its  suppurating,  I 
should  mention  here,  that  both  in  the  cases  attended  with  the  pains  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  and  those  with  the  parotids,  the  pulse  was  more  violent 
and  inflammatory  than  in  any  other  cases.”  Dr.  Sims,  p.  407* 
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the  latter  ftage  of  the  complaint,  ulcerations  at  the 
corner  of  the  mouth,  ftrumous  ophthalmia,  fwelling 
of  the  upper  lip,  and  purulent  difcharges  from  the 
ears,  fometimes  accompanied  with  deafnefs ;  They 
are  alio  fubje6t  to  puftules  or  fmall  ulcerations  of 
the  tongue,  which  prove  troublefome  for  fome 
days,  but  without  any  ferious  confequences  In 
one  inftance,  the  difeafe  terminated  by  a  fwelling  of 
the  tefticlef. 

During  every  epidemic  Scarlatina,  many  cafes  occur 
in  which  the  efflorefcence  is  confined  to  the  throat 

“  After  the  fever  ceased,  it  was  not  uncommon  to  have  abscesses  form 
on  one  or  both  sides  of  the  neck,  under  the  ears;  but  the  matter  easily 
discharged  itself  through  the  ruptured  teguments,  and  they  healed  in  a 
few  days  without  much  trouble.  Withering,  18.  and  pag.  24. 

*  ‘‘  No  symptom  was  more  trouhlesome  to  some  individuals,  than  ex- 
ulcerations  at  the  side  and  down  towards  the  root  of  the  tongue,  whicji 
were  so  painful  as  to  deprive  them  of  the  power  to  take  solid  food,  even 
several  days  after  the  inclination  for  it  had  returned.”  Dr.  Withering, 
on  the  Scarlet-fever  and  Sore-throat,  pag.  24.  He  adds,  1  have  been 
told  of  several  cases  that  were  followed  by  a  succession  of  boils  upon 
different  parts  of  the  body.” 

t  Dr.  Heberden  has  observed,  Neque  vero  testiculi  s6mper  fuerunt 
liberi  a  tumoribus. 
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and  mouth,  there  being  no  appearance  of  a  rafli  on 
the  fkin  *.  The  febrile  fymptoms,  vomiting,  and  de¬ 
lirium,  continue  violent  for  feveral  days.  A  crim- 
fon  colour  of  the  throat  is  perceptible  often  before  the 
fever  commences.  In  the  courfe  of  it,  numerous  fmall 
fpecks  of  ulceration  are  formed  on  the  tonfils,  &c. 
and  become  in  many  places  confluent,  when  the  in- 
creafed  fecretion  of  phlegm,  the  tumour,  pain,  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  fwallowing  occafion  great  diftrefs.  This 
complaint  feems  peculiar  to  adults,  and  is  evidently 
a  fpecies  of  Scarlatina,  becaufe  it  affe6ls  fonie  indivi¬ 
duals  of  large  families,  while  the  reft  are  labouring  un¬ 
der  other  forms  of  the  Scarlatina,  and  becaufe  it  is 
capable  of  communicating,  by  infeflion,  all  the  va¬ 
rieties  of  that  difeafe.  It  is  fometimes  fucceeded  by  an 
enlargement  of  the  parotid  glands,  but  not,  according 
to  my  own  obfervation,  by  dropfical  fwellings.  Perfons 
who  have  previoufly  gone  through  the  Scarlatina  an- 
ginofa,  experience,  while  converfant  with  the  fick, 
very  uneafy  fenfations  in  the  throat :  in  some  there 
is  a  fwelling,  and  inflammation,  or  ulceration,  of  the 
tonfils,  producing  confiderable  pain  and  irritation, 
but  without  the  fpecific  fever  and  efflorefcence. 

*  Quiclam,  sine  cutis  efflorescentiSi,  aut  ejusdetn.  desquamatione,  satis 
severs,  afficiuntur  anginS :  attamen  hi  mitiSs  quam  qui  simul  ScarlatinS 
correpti  segrotabant  apud  nos.  (Havniae  J777-8.)  De  Meza,  Compend. 
Med.  Pract.  1. 1,  pag.  58.  Compare  Dr.  Sims,  pag.  413.  Dr.  Withering, 
pag.  22.  Memoirs  of  the  Med.  Society,  London,  vol.  III.  pag.  358. 
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3.  Scarlatina  maligna.  It*s  fymptoras,  on  the 
firfl;  day,  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  Scarlatina  angi- 
nofa,  but  fame  of  the  following  peculiarities  are  af¬ 
terwards  obfervable  : 

1.  A  fmall,  indiftinft,  and  irregular  pulfe ;  a  brown 
or  black  incruftation  of  the  tongue,  teeth,  and  lips*  : 

2.  A  dull  rednefs  of  the  eyesf,  a  dark-red  flufhing  of 
the  cheeks,  deafnefs,  delirium,  or  coma  alternating 
with  fretfulnefs  and  violence: 

3.  Breath  extremely  fetid  ;  a  rattling  and  laborious 
refpi ration,  partly  occafioned  by  a  thick  tough  phlegm 
clogging  the  fauces ;  a  conftri6:ion  of  the  jaws,  and 
painful  deglutition  ;  a  fulnefs  and  livid  colour  of  the 
neck,  with  retraflion  of  the  head  : 

4.  Ulcerations  on  the  tonfils,  and  adjoining  parts, 
covered  with  dark  Houghs,  and  furrounded  by  a  livid 
bafe  J  :  the  tongue  is  often  fo  tender  that  a  flight  touch 
produces  excoriation ; 

5.  An 

*  Huxham,  On  Fevers  and  Sore-throat,  pag.  1 10  and  1 12,  Withering, 

p.18. 

f  ''The  eyes  were  heavy,  reddish,  and  as  it  were  weeping.”  Hux-' 
ham,  pag.  110.  "  Eyes  inflamed  and  watery,  or  sunk  and  dead.”  Wi¬ 
thering,  pag.  56. 

J  The  aversion  to  swallowing  is  occasioned  by  the  soreness  of  these 
ulcers,  not  by  any  tumor,  or  obstruction  in  the  passage.  "  Cibi  et 
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5.  An  acrid  difcharge  from  the  noftrils,  caufing 
forenefs,  or  chops,  and  even  blillers,  about  the  nofe 
and  lips,  the  fluid  difcharged  being  at  firfl;  thin,  but 
afterwards  thick  and  yellowifli : 

6.  The  ralh  is  ufually  faint,  excepting  in  a  few  ir¬ 
regular  patches  ;  and  all  of  it  prefently  changes  to  a 
dark  or  livid  red  colour*.  It  appears  late,  is  very 
uncertain  in  its  duration,  and  often  intermixed  with 
petechiae,  (fee  PL.  XXIV.  Fig.  3),  In  fome  inftances, 
the  raCh  fuddenly  difappears  a  few  hours  after  it  is 
formed,  and  comes  out  again  at  the  expiration  of  a 
week,  continuing  two  or  three  days :  in  one  cafe  nu¬ 
merous  patches  of  it  appeared  a  third  time,  on  the 
feventh  day  from  the  fecond  eruption ;  thefe  remained 
for  two  days. 


saedicamenta  respuuntur,  neque  tamen  ideti  quia  devoratio  molesta  est, 
quBB  ssepe  ad  mortem  usque,  quod  miratus  sum,  satis  facilis  manet, 
quamvis  fauces  sordidissimis  ulceribus  fuerint  undique  circumtectse,  et 
spiritus penfe  interclusus,"  Heberdeo,  Comment,  p.  23.  He  thinks  the 
ulcerations  may,  in  these  cases,  extend  along  the  trachea  rather  than 
down  the  oesophagus. 

*  "Their  whole  skin,  instead  of  the  scarlet,  assumed  a  viery  remarkable 
appearance,  which  resembled  nothing  so  much  as  that  of  a  dead  body 
which  has  been  kept  several  days,  or  as  if  a  mixture  of  blood  and  water 
were  universally  dilFused  under  it,  and  could  be  seen  through  it.”  Dr. 
Sims,  p.410. 
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When  the  Scarlatina  fpreads  widely,  it  exhibits,  in 
the  different  perfons  affeded,  every  gradation  of  ap¬ 
pearances,  from  the  flighteft  to  the  moft  malignant  form 
of  difeafe, — yet  during  its  diffufion  through  fome  large 
families  and  fchools,  I  have  feen  it  uniformly  retain  the 
feries  of  fymptoms  which  occurred  in  the  hrft  patient, 
with  nearly  the  fame  degree  of  fever. — In  the  autumn 
of  1786",  and  occafionally  fince  that  period,  the  Scar¬ 
latina  maligna,  as  above  defcribed  (p.  275),  affefled  the 
inhabitants  of  feveral  diftrifts,  in  London,  comprizing 
narrow  courts,  alleys,  and  clofe  crowded  ftreets  ;  and 
afterwards  extended  to  fome  adjoining  villages,  in  low, 
damp,  or  cold  fituations.  It  is,  however,  more  frequently 
intermixed  with  the  other  varieties  of  Scarlatina,  and 
it  fometimes  unexpefledly  fuperfedes  the  milder  forms 
of  the  difeafe,  on  the  fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  or  feventh  day 
of  their  courfe*.  Patients  who  withfland  the  violence 
of  it’s  firft  attack,  have  neverthelefs  to  ftruggle  through 
a  feries  of  mofl  untoward  circumflancest,  continued 
far  beyond  the  ufual  febrile  period.  -The  ulcerations 


*  See  Dr.  Grant  on  Angina  maligna,  II.  125,  and  Dr.  Sims,  page  410. 

t  In  Scarlatin-d  malign-a  quid  putridi  latet,  unde  pulsus  parvus,  celer, 
urina  pallida,  ulceva  apthosa,  nec  non  parotides,  quairivis  suppurantes, 
lethales,  observantur.  Sic  in  Epidemid  Hayniensi,  per  quatuor  hebdo- 
madas,  si  non  primis  morbi  diebus  sufFocati,  languentes  tandem  peribant. 
De  Meza,  tom.  I.  page  SQ. 

O  o 


gradually 


278  ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 

gradually  fpread  from  the  fauces  to  the  oefophagus, 
larynx,  and  trachea.  Violent  pains  of  the  howels, 
and  excoriations  about  the  nates,  fucceed ;  alfo  hec¬ 
tical  paroxyfms,  with  fuppuration  of  the  glands,  a 
teizing  cough,  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  pains  in 
the  fide,  and  a  remarkable  alteration  in  the  found  of 
the  voice*.  A  few  recover  after  having  been  thus 
harafled,  almoft  inceflantly,  for  fix  or  eight  weeks. 
In  I'jSS'j,  more  than  two-thirds  of  thofe  who  were 
affected  with  the  Scarlatina  maligna,  died  between 
the  feventh  and  nineteenth  day  of  the  fever.  The 
fymptoms  portending  danger  were,  continued  coma, 
dulnefs  of  the  eyes,  laborious  breathing,  diarrhoea, 
petechiae,  vibices,  and  hsemorrhagy.  A  cafe  termi¬ 
nated  fatally  on  the  fixth  day,  in  which  there  were 
vefications  on  the  hands,  legs,  infteps,  and  toes,'  as  if 
boiling  water  had  been  poured  on  thofe  parts,  or  large 
blifters  had  been  applied  to  them.  The  patient  was  an 
adult  female,  who  had  a  very  full  efflorefcence.  It  may 
be  obferved,  that  the  degree  of  danger  in  the  complaint 
does  not  depend  on  the  greater  or  lefs  extent  of  the 
rafh  on  the  fkin  :  the  fullefi:  rednefs  affords  no  decided 
fecurity,  nor  is  the  total  abfence  of  it  incompatible  with 
a  mild  difeafe  (fee  page  274).  In  one  infant,  about  the 
eleventh  day,  a  confiderable  eryfipelatous  fwelling  af- 
feded  the  left  cheek,  and  within  three  days  produced 

*  Dr,.  Withering,  page  22-3. 

a  deep 
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a  deep  gangrenous  efchar.  The  wrifts  at  the  fame  time 
became  rigid  and  contra6led,  and  the  patient  died  on 
the  hxteenth  day  of  the  difeafe.  Another  child,  eight 
years-old,  was  afFe6led,  on  the  feventeenth  day,  with  an 
eryfipelatous  fwelling  *  under  the  left  eye,  and  died 
on  the  following  day.  It  will  appear  from  authors 
hereafter  quoted,  that  there  has  often  occurred  fuper- 
ficial  gangrene  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  as  about 
the  nates  and  genitals,  likewife  on  the  tongue,  gums, 
and  infides  of  the  cheeks,  fometimes  attended  with 
caries  of  the  jaw-bones. 

Many  patients  link  under  this  difeafe,  unexpect¬ 
edly,  at  a  very  early  period,  as  on  the  fecond, 
third,  or  fourth  day,  no  fymptoms  having  preceded 
which  could  excite  an  apprehenfion  of  immediate 
danger.  It  has  been  thought  that  fo  hidden  a  morta¬ 
lity  is  owing  to  a  gangrenous  ftate  of  the  fauces, 
cefophagus,  Itomach,  inteftines,  or  lungsh  ;  this  opi¬ 
nion 

*  See  a  case  of  this  kind  which  terminated  favourahJj.  Rep.  on 
Diseases  in  London,  pag.  78,  83. 

Nisi  aegro  statim  in  primo  morbi  impetu  succurratur,  escharae  gan- 
grsenosae  in  fundo  fancium,  versus  arcus,  et  velum  palati,  superveniunt, 
et  hisce  ortis  pauci  emergunt.  Ilsec  gangraena  oesopbagum,  asperamque 
arteriam  saspe  ante  occupat,  quam  illam  percipere,  illique  mederi  que- 
amus.  Navier:  See  Comment,  de  reb.  P.  1.  vol.  IV.  S38. 

Dr.  Heberden  observes,  “  Inspeclis  faucium  crustis,  conjectura  qiiaedam 
O  o  e  fieri 
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nion  feems  to  be  confirmed  by  difledions*.  Some¬ 
times,  at  a  much  later  period  of  the  difeafe,  when 
the  fever  has  been  flight,  and  no  alarm  excited,  the 
fymptoms  mentioned  page  275,  commence  almoft  in- 
ftantaneoufly,  and  terminate  the  patient’s  life  in  a  few 
hours.  Such  a  termination  took  place  within  four  hours, 
in  a  girl  fix  years  old,  on  the  14th  day  of  the  Scarla¬ 
tina.  She  had  fpecks  in  the  throat,  with  fwellings  of 
the  fubmaxillary  glands,  and  a  degree  of  fever  fo  mode¬ 
rate  that  fhe  had  not  been  confined  to  bed,  nor  even  to 
the  houfe,  till  the  time  mentioned.  In  the  cafes  which 
terminate  fatally  within  forty-eight  hours  after  the 
acceflion  of  fever,  it  muft  be  concluded  that  the  throat 
had  been  long  affected  in  the  manner  ftated  page  269, 
and  that  the  poifon  had  gradually  pervaded  the  whole 
conftitution  :  hence  the  ficknefs,  fhiverings,  languor, 
and  infenfibility,  do  not,  in  fuch  inftances,  denote  the 
commencement  of  fever,  but  are  the  final  fymptoms 
of  an  infidious  and  moft  virulent  diftemperh. 

It 

fieri  potest  de  periculo  aegri,  quod  eo  majus  erit  quo  latiiis  ilJae  manent, 
.quo  altiis  carnibus  insideant,  quo  ha;reant  pertinacids,  quo  saepids  renas- 
cantur,  et  magis  in  gangrcenam  spectent.  Conditio  tamen  harum  crus- 
tarura  index  est,  non  autem  causa,  periculi.  Comment,  pag.  22. 

*  Sennert.  Pract.  Med.  L.  IV.  cap,  12.  Heberden,  Comment,  pag.  24. 

t  SoDr.  Binns:  "  This  insidious  disease  is  often  acting  on  the  con¬ 
stitution,  particularly  on  the  throat,  while  the  persons  affected  are  wholly 

unapprized 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


281 


It  is  truly  lingular,  that  the  flighteft  of  all  eruptive 
fevers,  and  the  mofl;  violent,  the  moft  fatal  difeafe 
know^n  in  this  country,  fhould  rank  together,  and 
fpring  from  the  fame  origin.  Experience,  however, 
decides  that  the  fimple  Scarlet  Fever,  the  Scarlatina 
anginofa,  the  Scarlatina  (or  angina)  maligna,  and  the 
fcarlet  ulcerating  Sore-throat  without  the  efflorefcence 
on  the  skin,  are  merely  varieties  of  one  difeafe*. 
That  all  of  them  proceed  from  the  fame  fource  of 
contagion,  is  evident;  becaufe,  under  the  fame  roof, 
in  large  families,  fome  individuals  have  the  difeafe  in 
one  form,  fome  in  another,  about  the  fame  periodf. 

unapprized  of  it ;  for  dreadful  languor,  sickness,  arid  vomiting,  have  in 
several  cases  occurred  a  few  hours  after  the  patient  began  to  complain”. 
Compare  Med.  Obs.  V 1.  p.  1 16,  &,  Dr.  Blacbburne  on  Scarlet-Pever,  p.  42. 

*  “  The  affection  of  the  throat  has  occurred  with  us  in  every  possible 
state;  mere  erythema,  sometimes  with  a  swelling  of  the  tonsils;  aph¬ 
thous  specks;  deeper  ulcerations,  with  white  sloughs;  ash-coloured 
sloughs,  which  I  consider  as  gangrenous;  also  darker  coloured  sloughs 
with  extreme  foetor.  The  rash  has  also  varied  considerably,  being  some¬ 
times  an  almost  universal  entire  redness,  sometimes  appearing  only  on 
the  neck  or  breast,  and  not  so  generally  diffused,  but  with  interstices,  so 
that  it  was  rather  difficult  to  ascertain  where  the  colour  terminated. 
Petechise  have  very  seldom  been  observed;  and  the  rash  has  not  ap¬ 
peared  of  a  livid  hue  in  more  than  two  or  three  cases,  except  just  before 
death.”  Dr.  Binns. 

t  See  Rosenstein,  On  the  Diseases  of  Children,  chap.  I6.  .Memoirs  of 
the  Medical  Society,  vol.  III.  p.  358,  Compare  Withering,  pag.  5,  and 
Dr.  Heberden,  Comment,  pag.  25, 


According 
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According  to  the  ftate  of  the  air,  the  foil,  climate,  or 
feafon  of  the  year,  one  form  predominates  over  all  the 
refl,  and  gives  the  general  charadler  to  every  epidemic 
Scarlatina.  Hence  arife  the  various  accounts  and 
opinions  refpeCling  it,  which  are  to  be  found  in  me¬ 
dical  writers*.  The  malignant  fpecies  of  the  difeafe 
is  moft  rare,  and  ufually  limited  to  the  winter  months. 
It  exhibits  fome  peculiar  appearances,  and  is  often  at¬ 
tended  with  only  a  partial  or  obscure  eruption.  On 
thefe  accounts,  perhaps,  it  has  been  feparated  from  the 
reft,  and  been  improperly  confidered  as  a  diflind  genus 
of  difeafe.  Several  prafiitioners,  with  whom  1  have 
converfed,  would  yet  retain  the  diftinftion,  ftating 
that  they  had  obferved  this  fpecies  of  Sore-throat,  with 
a  vivid  eruption,  occur  in  perfons  who  had  previoufly 
undergone  the  fimple  Scarlet  Fever, — and  thence  con¬ 
cluding  that  the  two  difeafes  were  generically  different, 
or  that  Scarlatina  may  be  had  twice  under  the  fame 
circumftances  as  the  Meafles :  fee  page  235.  Not  having 
ever  feen  fuch  a  repetition  among  twothoufand  patients 
whom  I  have  vifited  in  it,  I  cannot  at  prefent  confirm 
the  above  opinion,  and  fhould  be  very  unwilling  to  add 
to  the  numerous  miftakes  already  made  refpeding  the 
difeafe.  On  this  fubjefl  Dr.  Binns  fays,  "  I  have  not, 
during  the  prevalence  of  Scarlatina  this  year,  feen 

♦  See  De  Haen,  Nat.  Med.  Contin.  tom.  I.  p.  138. 

the 
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the  Fever  and  Scarlet  eruption  occur  twice  in  the  fame 
patient,  nor  have  I  feen  the  rafh  appear  at  one  time, 
then  after  an  interval,  the  Sore-throat ;  but  we  were 
informed  by  fome  eminent  practitioners,  that  feveral 
children,  affeCted  here  in  1803,  had  gone  through  the 
difeafe  before  ;  and  I  recolleCt,  during  my  pradtice 
at  Liverpool,  indances  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  and  ul¬ 
cerated  throat  occurring,  together,  twice  in  the  fame 
perfon,  and  in  one  patient  thrice,  at  diftant  periods, 
but  I  cannot  fpeak  with  any  certainty  of  the  intervals, 
nor  have  notes  to  which  I  can  refer  for  the  particulars 
of  each  cafe.” 

Dr.  Withering,  at  the  time  of  publifhing  the  firft 
edition  of  his  pamphlet,  believed  that  the  Scarlatina 
anginofa,  and  the  ulcerated  Sore-throat  Angina  gan- 
grsenofa.  of  Fothergill  and  Huxham”J  might  attack 
the  fame  individual  at  different  periods.  In  the  fecond 
edition  (page  4)  he  acknowledges  this  opinion  to  be 
erroneous,  and  adds,  "  Further  obfervation,  aided  by 
the  concurrent  teftimony  of  many  of  my  colleagues 
in  this  place  engaged  in  extenfive  praftice,  confirm 
me  in  the  opinion  that  the  infeCiion  of  the  Scarlatina 
anginofa,  like  that  of  the  Mealies  and  Small-pox,  can 
ohly  be  taken  once:  that  it  is  not  generated  under 
any  known  circumftances  like  the  poifon  of  the  Typhus 
or  Low  Fever,  but  that  it  is  from  time  to  time  pro¬ 
pagated  by  contagion  like  the  other  Eruptive  Fevers, 

juft 
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juft  now  mentioned.”  Page  3  and  6.  He  repeats  the 
fame  obfervation,  page  53,  "  I  never  yet  have  feen  an 
inftance  of  the  fame  perfon  having  the  Scarlet  Fever 
twice,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  as  great  an  improbability 
as  a  repetition  of  the  Small-pox*.” 

At  what  time,  or  in  what  place,  the  Scarlatina  firft 
appeared,  is  very  uncertain.  It  was  probably  intro¬ 
duced  into  this  country  from  the  ports  of  the  Levant, 
or  Mediterranean.  It’s  origin  might  be  referred  par¬ 
ticularly  to  Egypt,  if  the  “  Peftilential  ulcers  of  the 
tonfils”  defcribed  by  ancient  authors,  and  the  Scarlatina 
maligna  could  be  proved  to  be  the  fame  difeafe.  That 
they  do  not  materially  differ  from  each  other,  many 
pra6litioners  have  been  convinced  by  an  attentive 
con  fi deration  of  the  following  paffages  in  Areteeus 
and  Aetius  :  “  The  Peftilential  ulcers  of  the  throat 

are  broad,  hollow,  fmooth,  and  covered  by  a  white, 
or  livid,  or  black  Hough  Thefe  ulcers  have 

the  name  of  Aphthae  ;  but  if  the  Hough  be  deep,  the 
affedion  is  properly ,  called  Efchara.  All  around  the 
Efchara  there  is  an  intenfe  rednefs,  and  inflammation, 
and  throbbing,  as  in  a  carbuncle  ;  alfo  fmall  papulae 
which  arife  at  a  diftance  from  each  other, 

*  Thus  Rosenstein,  ‘‘  I  have  never  heard  of  its  seizing  any  one  more 
than  once.”  Ch.  XVI. 


but 
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but  which,  gradually  increafing  in  number,  become 
confluent,  and  produce  a  broad  ulcer.  Then  if  the 
difeafe  proceed  towards  the  mouth,  it  reaches  the 
uvula,  which  it  deftroys,  and  is  fpread  over  the  tongue, 
the  gums,  and  fraena  of  the  lips ;  the  teeth  are  loofened 
and  blackened,  and  the  neck  is  externally  fwelled  and 
inflamed;  thus,  in  a  few  days,  the  patients  fink  under 
the  inflammation,  fever,  offenfive  fmell,  and  averfion 
to  food  :  but  if  it  proceed  into  the  cheft,  through  the 

trachea,  it  occafions  immediate  fufibcation. - Boys 

and  girls,  under  the  age  of  puberty,  are  moft  fubjeft 
to  this  complaint.  It  is  chiefly  produced  in  Egypt, 
and  may  be  referred  to  the  great  drynefs  of  the  air  of 
that  country,  the  variety  and  acrid  nature  of  the  food 
ufed  by  it’s  inhabitants,  the  fermented  liquors,  and 
thick  water  of  the  Nile,  which  they  are  accufioraed  to 
drink.  Syria,  more  efpecially  Coelo  Syria,  likewife 
produces  thefe  ulcerations,  whence  they  are  called 
Syrian  as  well  as  Egyptian  ulcers. — The  mode  of  death 
is  moft  miferable.  The  pain  is  acute  and  hot,  as  in  a 
carbuncle;  the  breath  offenfive,  having  a  ftrong,  putrid 
fmell;  and  the  tainted  air  is  drawn  back  into  the  cheft 
by  the  patients’  laborious  refpiration.  Lofing  their 
power  over  the  fphinfters*,  they  cannot  bear  their 

own 

Petit  and  others  read  (fastidiosi,  nauseabundi),  which 

does  not  suit  the  context.  A  belter  reading  would  be  aia^oi : — when  tlie 
discharge  from  secretory  organs  ceased,  or  became  very  scanty,  the  com- 
P  p  plaint 
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own  flench.  Their  countenances  are  pale  or  livid  ; 
they  have  violent  paroxyfms  of  fever,  with  thirft  as  if 
burnt,  and  yet  decline  drinking  on  account  of  the  pain 
it  occafionsj  for  they  ai'e, greatly  didreffed  whether  the 
liquor  force  a  palTage  by  compreffing  the  tonfils,  or 
run  up  into  the  noflrils.  They  are  refllefs,  and  un- 
eafy  in  every  pofition.  Their  infpiration  is  deep,  from 
a  defire  of  being  cooled  by  the  cold  air,  but  the  expira¬ 
tion  is  reftrained,  becaufe  the  burning  ulcers  are  flill 
more  inflamed  by  the  heat  of  the  breath.  Hoarfenefs, 
and  lofs  of  voice  fucceed,  and  the  fymptoms  becoming 
more  violent,  the  patient  fuddenly  falls  dead  to  the 
earth.” — Aretasus  De  Morb.  Acute.  I.  7. 

Aetius  obferves,  that  “  Sloughy  and  peftilential  ul¬ 
cers  of  the  fauces  begin  for  the  moft  part  without 
any  preceding  defluxion,  but  that  they  are  fomefimes 
confequent  on  an  aggravated  ftate  of  the  ufual  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  tonfils”;  that  “  they  take  place  moftly  in 
children,  and  in  virgins  at  the  age  of  puberty,  but  now 
and  then  affefl  adults,  efpecially  thofe  of  a  bad  habit 
of  body,  in  the  peftilential  conftitutions  of  the  fpring 

plaint  was  termed  »oero{  |»gos ;  for  a  list  of  these  diseases  see  Galen  De 
Ptisanil.  Patients  labouring  under  the  opposite  state, — of  increased  and 
vitiated  secretions,  might  in  the  quaint  language  adopted  by  Aretajus  be 
called  a|>i§oi.  The  accepted  reading  aa-Eigoi,  in  whatever  sense  it  be  taken, 
is  too  figurative  for  historial  detail. 


seafon”; 
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feafon”;'  that,  “  in  children,  aphthas  generally  pre¬ 
cede  the  formation  of  the  Houghs";  th^t,  “  fome  of 
thefe  are  white  like  fpots  (<^^^0,),  others  afh-colour- 
ed,  or  refembling  the  efchars  made  by  a  cautery”; 
that  “  they  are  very  foon  followed  by  a  drynefs  in 
the  patient’s  throat”  xaWow) ;  and  that  “  he  is 

feized  with  afudden  fuffocation  more  efpe- 

cially  when  there  is  an  erythema  under  the  chin";  or, 
“  the  fame  acrimony  turning  inwards”*,  that  a  “  noma 
and  putrefa61;ion  fucceeds  in  the  parts  affedled” ;  that 
“  the  attending  fever  is  vehement” ;  and  that  “  the 
principal  danger  occurs  in  the  firft  feven  day  s”;  but  that 
he  knew  a  young  girl  who  died  of  the  diCeafe,  or  it’s 
confequences,  even  after  the  fortieth  day+.” 

Some 

*  nagaS'^of/.ao-n;,  should  perhaps  be  the  technical  term  7r«Xt»%o/iBOT!;.  See 
Foes.  CEcon.  Hippoc.  and  Gorrsei  Defin.  Med. 

t  Pag.  162.  Ed.  Aldi. — With  the  two  preceding  accounts  may  be 
compared  Tournefort’s  description  of  this  disease,  as  observed,  fifty  yeai  s 
ago,  in  the  same  climate  (Voyage  du  Levant,  Tom.  I.)  "  II  regnoit  dans 
I’isle  de  Milo  une  maladie  tres  facheuse,  et  qui  est  assez  commlme  en  Le¬ 
vant,  ou.elle  emporte  les  enfans  en  deux  fois  24  heures.  C’est  un  charbon 
dans  le  fond  de  la  gorge,  accompagn^  d’une  cruelle  fievre  ;  Cette  malrlie, 
que  Von  peut  nommer  la  peste  des  enfans,  est  epidfemique,  quoique  elle 

epargneles  grandes  personnes. - Le  cas  estpressant - et  la  precaution 

la  plus  necessaire  pour  arr^ter  les  progr^s  d’un  si  grand  mal  est  de  faire 
vomir  les  enfans  d^s  le  moment  qui’ils  se  plaignent  du  mal  de  gorge,  ou 
P  p  2  que 
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Some  authors*  fuppofe  the  Al-hemeka,  mentioned  by 
Avicenna,  to  have  been  the  Scarlatina  fimplex;  but  no 
certain  conclufion  can  be  drawn  from  his  brief  account, 
which  is  contained  in  the  following  words :  The  He- 
meka  is  fomething  between  the  Small-pox  and  the 
Meafles ;  and  it  is  lefs  dangerous  than  eitherf It  feems, 
however,  moll  likely  the  Arabians  would  rank  the  Scar¬ 
let  Fever  with  thefe  difeafes ;  and  I  think  no  one  will 
deny  that  the  defcription  of  the  ralh  given  by  Haly 
Abbas  might  apply  to  the  Scarlatina  as  well  as  to  the 
Meafles  In  treating  of  the  Small-pox,  he  fays,  "  Et  in 
rubore  fpecies  ell  aliqua,  quas  vocatur  Rubeola,  quae  ex 
fanguine  fit  calido,  et  fubtili,  non  multum  malo.  Et  hasc 
fpecies,  cum  ad  llatum  pervenerit,  fimilis  fit  milii 
granis,  aut  paulo  major,  et  ejus  color  rubeus ;  nec 
aperiuntur  pullulas,  neque  fluunt.  Communia  ligna 

que  I’on  appergoit  que  leur  tete  commence  a  s’appesaiuir.  II  faiit  loiterer 
ce  reinede  suivant  le  besoin,  afin  de  vuider  une  espece  d’eau  forte  qui  se 
decharge  sur  Ja  gorge.” 

*  See  Ingra&sias  De  turn.  prmt.  nat.  lib.  I.  cap.  1. 

t  Lib.  IV,  Fen.  a.  Tr.  4.  6;  “The  word  Hemku  signifies  Beet,  the 
colour  of  which  does  not  ill  apply  to  the  colour  of  the  Scarlatina:  but 
the  cursory  mention  of  the  disease,  so  entitled  by  Avicenna,  is  not  suffi¬ 
cient  to  determine  it’s  character.”  Dr.  Robt.  Jackson. 

f  Theorice,  lib,  VIII.  cap.  14.  Compare  Constantin.  African.  Loci 
Med.  lib.  Vni.  who  has  nearly  copied  the  words  of  Haly. 
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funt  febris,  faciei  tumor,  temporum  et  auricularum 
prurigo,  in  nafo  inflammatio,  rubor  in  facie  et  in  mem- 
bris  affeftis,  capitis  gravitas,  et  in  gurgulione  afperitas.” 
Rhazes  and  others  obferve,  that  Meafles  of  a  highly 
red  colour  are  more  dangerous  than  thofe  which  are 
moderately  red*. 

Ingraffia  is  the  firll  author  of  modern  times,  who 
has  defcribed  the  Scarlatina.  His  account  of  it  ex¬ 
tends  no  farther  than  to  the  firft  fpecies.  The  difeafe 
was  known  to  the  Neapolitans  before  the  year  1500 
by  the  name  of  Rolfalia ;  and  he  confiders  it  as  having  a 
clofe  affinity  with  the  Small-pox  and  Meades.  “Praeter 
ambas  fpecies,  alias  adhuc  duas  paffim  advenire  con- 
fpeximus,  quarum  altera  nuper  a  vulgaribus  RolTania 
five  Rolfalia  vocatur;  alteram  verd  Crydallos  vocant. 
lllam  idcirco  Roiraliam+  nuncupant,  quoniam.  maciilEe, 

per 

*  Cap.  XIV.  Cont.  XVIlf.  8.  &  Ad  Alraanspr.. 

The  efflorescence  was  termed  Rossalia,  or  Rosalia,  from  its  colour. 
Other  Italian  writers  denominate  the  disease  Robelia,  or  Rubiola,  from 
Robia,  madder,  the  Rubia  tinctorum.  Physicians  in  France  adopted  a 
similar-denomination,  using  sometimes  the  word  Rubeola,  or  Rubiola, 
sometimes  the  plurals  Rubiolae,  Rubioli.  See  Ballonius  de  Epidem. 
lib.  I.  &.  Consult.  Med.  lib.  II.  M.  Chesneau  observes,  “  Vulgus  Massi- 
lise  distiuguit  Rubiolam  a  Morbillis,  hos  vocantes  Senepion,  et  illam 
Rougeole,  in  qiffl  non  sunt  pustulse,  sed  magn®  tantum  are®,  in  moduin 
Erysipelatis  rubcntcs.  Obs.  Med.  pag.  434, 
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per  univerfum  corpus  plurimee,  magnse  et  parvse,  ig- 
nitae  ac  rubrse,  cum  vix  effatu  digno  tumore,  inftar 
multa  feorfim  eryfipelata,  difperfse  funt,  ut  totum 
corpus  igniturn  appareat.”— He  is  careful,  however,  to 
diltinguifh  this  difeafe  from -the  Mealies.  “  Nonnulli 
funt  qui  Morbillos  idem  cum  Rolfalia  efle  exillimant : 
nos  autem  faepe  dillindlos  elTe  affeftus  noftrifmet  oculis, 
non  aliorum  duntaxat  relationi  confidentes,  infpexi- 
mus*.” 

A  contagious  Sore -throat  proved  extremely  fatal  in 
the  vicinity  of  Amfterdam  during  the  year  1517.  From 
the  account  of  it  given  by  a  Dutch  phyfician,  as 
quoted  by  Foreftit,  we  may  conclude  that  this  difeafe 
was  an  epidemic  Scarlatina  of  the  moll  malignant  kind. 
“  Aliter  fe  habuit  dolor  gutturis,  turn,  inflammatio,  in 
ilia  Anginfi  epidemic,  imo  peftiferd,  et  ade(^  malign^ 

In  consequence  of  the  expressions  used  by  Ingrassia,  many  writers  of 
the  17th  century  apply  the  denominations  of  Erysipelata,  and  Morbilli 
ignei  to  the  Scarlatina;  others  use  the  name  of  Purpura; — but  there  is  no 
end  to  the  synonyms  of  this  disorder.  Compare  Eust.  Rud.  Sympt. 
Extern,  de  Fersa  Venet.  Prosper.  Martian,  in.  Hippoc.  Epidem.  I.  2. 
sec.  3.  and  Bonacurs.  de  Mai.  Extern,  cap.  45. 

*  De  tumor,  praet.  nat.  Tract.  1.  cap.  1. 

t  Forestus,  obs.  2.  lib.  VI.  The  morbus  epidemius  cum  gutturis  et  pec¬ 
toris  angustia,  described  by  Forest!  himself,  was  an  Epidemic  Catarrh,  or 
Influenza. 
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et  contagiof^,  quae  tempore  M.  Joan.  Tyengii,  Amftelro- 
damenlis  medici  celebrioris,  in  multos  circa  principium 
anni  3517  graffabatur,  ut  quibus  intra  fex  vel  ofto 
boras  apta  remedia  non  adhibebantur  ante  fedecim 
vel  viginti  boras  fubito  moriebantur;  neque  aliquis 
evadcbat  (ut  perhibetur  in  ejns  libello  propria  manu 
fcn'pto)  fi  medico  doQo  non  uteretur.  Erat  autem  ma¬ 
teria,  in  illo  morbo  populari,  ita  furiofa,  ut  uno  me¬ 
mento  tantam  anhelitus  difbcultatem,  cordifque  an- 
guftiam,  et  dolorem  in  collo  pareret,  ut  eegrotus  ftran- 
gulari  mox  videretur :  quibus  fymptomatis  rurfum 
celTantibus,  moxque  redeuntibus,  cbm  materia  aded 
maligna,  venenofa,  et  fluxa,  per  mufculos  colli,  turn 
pedoris  uno  i6lu  trajiceretur,  multi  fuffocabantur 

We  may  without  hefitation  rank  as  an  epidemic  Scar¬ 
latina.  anginofa,  the  peftilential  Sore-throat  deferibed 
by  Wierus*,  which  fpread  through  Lower  Germany 
in  the  years  1564  and  1565.  The  Small-pox,  Mealies, 
and  a  Contagious  Catarrh  immediately  preceded  this 
difeafe.  It  proved  chiefly  fatal  to  infants ;  and  in 
addition  to  the  fore-throat,  was  attended  with  violent 
fever,  vomiting,  fwelling  of  the  parotid  glands,  and 
patches  of  an  erylipelatous  efflorefcence. 

*  Obs.  Med.  rarior.  See  also  Schenckii  Obs.  lib.  VI.  p.  775. 
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A  few  years  afterward  the  fame  diforder  was  epide¬ 
mical  in  Paris.  The  celebrated  Ballonius  (De  Baillou) 
has  defcribed  it  under  the  title  of  Rubiolse*.  His  ac¬ 
count  mod  clearly  comprizes  the  principal  varieties  of 
the  Scarlatina.  He  compares  the  efflorefcence  to  a  blufh 
over  the  whole  furface  of  the  body,  obferving  that 
this  appearance,  if  no  fever  had  preceded  it,  was  not 
formidable ;  and  that  it  occurred  in  many  women, 
and  children,  who  were  not  afterwards  affeded  with 
fever,  pain,  or  any  uneafinefs  whatever.  He  alfo  men¬ 
tions  the  leading  fymptoms  of  the  Scarlatina  anginofa. 
*•  Uvulae  inflammatio  multis,  et  deglutiendi  dilFicultas, 
aliquando  faucium  exulcerationes  ;  alias  angina  quae- 
dem  ficca  (ut  vocat  Hippocrates)  per  eryfipelatoden 
phlogofin  :  fuffocatio  inde.  Multis  et  parotides  comites, 
et  praecedunt,  et  fequuntur,  quae  non  funt  femper 
metuendae.  A  capite,  funt  dolores  in  oculo  profundi, 
oculorum  dolor  et  flagrantia,  propenfio  in  fomnum,  et 
tamen  dormiendi  impotentia,  immo  et  coryza,  et  au- 
rium  dolor,  ficcitas  in  gutture,  et  implacabilis  fitis  cum 
anorexia.  Alvi  aliquando  aftridio  eft,  aliquando  foeda 
illuvies,  corporis  pruritus,  et  velut  acicularum  punc- 

f  De  Epiclemiis,  lib.  1.  2.  &  Consult.  Med.  lib.  1.  He  carefully  dis¬ 
tinguishes  the  Rubiolae  from  the  Measles  (Morbilli)  and  thinks  the  former 
partake  of  the  nature  of  Erysipelas,  but  that  the  Small-pox  and  Measles 
have  an  affinity  with  Herpes. 
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turae.”  He  likewife  mentions  haemorrhagy,  and  abor- 
tion*5as  frequent  occurrences.  Thofe  who  were  affefted 
with  the  difeafe  in  it’s  flighteft  form,  he  fays,  often 
brought  on,  through  negleft,  or  mifmanagement,  a  fever 
of  the  moft  malignant  kind,  (“  cum  hoc  negligerent, 
non  impunh  tulerunt,  nam  non  ita  longh  poll  febre  . 
correpti  font  mali  moris” :)  and,  when  the  eruption  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  4th,  5th,  6th  day  of  fever,  or  later,  the 
mod  violent  and  dangerous  fymptoms  followed.  The 
dreadful  mortality  of  this  diftemper  in  autumn  1575  is 
particularly  remarked  by  Ballonius  ;  “  Et  haec  quidem 
diverfis  oborta  font  annis,  nunquam  tamen  majore  cum 
clade  quam  autumno  I575,  feracilTimo  exanthematum 
puerilium,  ex  qu4  peribant  omnes,  et  non  proficiebat 
hilum  ars  ea  quse  multis  auxilio  elfe  folet. — Tanta  feri 
venenati  erat  malignitas ! 

During  the  year  1580,  an  Influenzat,  faid  to  have 
originated  in  Afia,  was  rapidly  diffufed  over  all  Eu- 


*  Uxor  Bodini  septiinestrem  partum  excussit  vi  morbi,  eodem  modo 
maculatutn  quo  mater.  Uxor  Lysssei  nono  die  germen  exclusit,  &c. 

t  This  epidemic  Catarrh  is  described  by  Forestus,  Obs.  3.  lib.  I.  Sec 
also  Synopsis  Novi  Morbi  Catarrhalis  a  Jo,  Bokelio,  M.  D.  Prof.  Hel- 
mestat.  1580.  De  Febre  Epidemili  anni  1580,  a  J.  Sporischio  ab  Otten- 
bachaw,  M.  U.  Francofurti :  and  De  Morbo  arietis  libell.  a  Franc. 
Campo,  M.  U.  Lucca;,  1586. 
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rope.  According  to  Alphonfo  de  Fontecha*,  the  In¬ 
fluenza  in  Spain  was  immediately  fucceeded  by  an 
epidemic  Sore-throat,  of  a  raoft  malignant  and  fatal 
-kind,  to  which  the  Spaniards  gave  the  name  of  Garro- 
tillo.  It  remained  among  them  forty  years,  and  within 
that  period,  fpread  to  all  the  fea-ports  of  Italy,  Sicily, 
and  Malta.  It’s  firfl;  appearance  at  Naples  was  in 
i6i8t.  Being  there  deemed,  as  it  had  before  been 
in  Spain,  a  new  difeafe,  it  prefently  received  a  va¬ 
riety  of  new  appellations^  The  mortality  of  it,  re¬ 
ported  by  the  SpaniCh  and  Neapolitan  phyficians,  ap¬ 
pears  at  prefent  incredible.  L.  De  Mercado  informs 
us  that  every  one  who  was  feized  with  it,  died  in  lefs 

♦  Ab  anno  1581,  adnotatas  fuerunt  anginosae  istse  lues  praedictas,  nt 
affirmant  quam  plurimi  doctores,  et  genes  niagnae  authoritatis,  et 
constat  ex  relationibus  quam  plurimis.  Disputat.  De  Angin&,  lib.  II. 
pag.  22.  Alphonso’s  Observations  on  this  disease  were  made  in  the 
j'ears  l603  and  l604. 

•t  Angina  pestifera  ab  .anno  l6l8  erupit,  insuetus  inter  nostras  genles 
morbus,  &c.  Boneti  Sepulchret.  tom.  I.  479- 

J  Ulcera  anginosa,  Ulcera  Syriaca,  Passio  anginosa,  Phlegmone 
anginosa,  Carbunculus  anginpsus.  Angina  maligna.  Angina  Pueroriim, 
Angina  pestilenlialis.  Angina  pestifera,  Tonsillae  pestilentes,  Pestilens 
faucium  affectus,  Therioma  faueium.  Aphthae  malignae.  Ignis  sacer, 
Psedanchone  maligna,  Affectus  suffocatorius.  Morbus  strangulatorius, 
Laqueus  gutturis,  Epidemica  gutturis  lues,  Male  in  canna,  &c. 
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than  four  days*.  According  to  Carnevala,  it  deflroyed 
500,000+  perfons  at  Naples  within  two  years.  This 
affertion,  however,  is  contradicted  by  Francefco  NolaJ, 
who  has  given  a  more  accurate  hiftory  of  the  dif- 
eafe  than  any  of  his  cotemporaries.  He  obferves  that 
the  contagion  feldom  affeCled  all  the  individuals  of  a 
family ;  that  it  only  proved  fatal  to  perfons  of  a  weak 
humid  temperament,  and  to  children  ;  and  that  in 
fome  houfes,  all  who  were  feized  with  it,  had  it  in  a 
very  mild  form. 

It  may  be  neceffary  here  to  affign  my  reafons  for 
ranking  the  Garrotillo  among  the  varieties  of  Scar¬ 
latina,  as  it  has  been  generally  fuppoCed  tha;t  the 

*  Mercati  Consult.  Med.  14.  De  gutturis  anginosis  et  iellialibus  UI- 
ceiibus,  vulgo  Garrotillo,  pag.  136. 

t  Quingenla  hominum  riiillia.  A  mistake  surely  for  quinquaginta! 
The  population  of  Naples  could  not  admit  of  so  great  a  mortality. 
Jo.  Baptista  Carnevala,  De  Epidemico  Strangulatorio  affectu ;  Neapoli 
1620.  pag.  2. 

J  De  Epidemio  Phlegmone  anginoso;  Neapoli,  1620,  pag.  15.  Nearly 
the  same  observations  were  made,  in  Sicily,  by  Marc.  Anton.  Alaymus. 
Morbus  non  totam  civitatem,  verdm  nec  dimidiam,  nec  centesimam 
partem  hominum,  sed  puerulos  paucos,  et  ex  his  ut  plurimbm  cacochymos 
et  mal^  curatos  exanimat.  Consultatio  pro  Ulceris  Syriaci,  nunc  va- 
gantis,  curatione,  Panormi,  l6.32.  See  also  Tractat.  de  Garrotillo,  cap.  8. 
a  D.  Fr.  Perez  Cascales  Guadalajara,  Matriti,  I6II. 

Qq  2 
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Garrotillo  was  not  attended  with  any  eruption  analo¬ 
gous  to  that  which  occurs  in  the  Scarlet  Fever*. — I 
formerly  remarked  that  the  efflorefcence,  in  the  Scar¬ 
latina  maligna,  is  ufually  partial  and  indiRind::  it  might 
therefore  pafs  unnoticed  by  authors,  who  feem  lefs 
anxious  to  defcribe  minutely  what  their  own  experience 
prefented,  than  to  copy  the  defcriptions  of  fimilar 
complaints  from  the  ancients,  or  to  eftablifh  ancient 
theories,  “  conftantly  appealing,”  as  Dr.  Fothergill  juft- 
ly  ohferves,  “  to  Hippocrates,  Galen,  Avicenna,  See. 
for  the  fupport  of  their  opinions  concerning  a  difeafe, 
which  it  is  not  certain  that  thofe  they  appeal  to  ever 
faw.” — The  identity  of  the  Garrotillo  and  malignant 
Scarlatina  does  not,  however,  depend  upon  negative 
circumftances,  but  can  be  proved  by  the  dire6l  tefti- 
mony  of  the  beft  writers  on  the  fubjed.  They  defig- 
nate  the  Scarlet  efflorefcence,  as  was  ufual  at  that 
time  by  the  denomination  of  Eryfipelasf,  or  Eryfipe- 

*  On  »his  pofnf.  Dr.  Fothergitl  was  only  able  to  collect  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  authors  whom  he  consulted,  that,  "  the  fever  was  frequently  ac¬ 
companied  with  small  pimples,  and  eruptions  like  flea-bites.”  On  the 
Ulcerated  Sore-throat,  pag.  12.  Cruore  confusas  pustulas  nigras,  hoc 
illo  loco,  parvas,  ecthymata,  et  pustulas  pulicum  morsus  referentes. 
Severin.  De  Paedanehone  maligna,  Partic  2-  p.  31. 

Compare  Wilcke  on  the  Angina  Infantum,  (Sandifort’s  Thesaurus)  who 
mentions  the  appearance  of  Erysipelas,  or  Scailatina,  as  very  unusual  at 
Stockholm;  vol.  II.  p.  333. — Dr.  Fothergill  does  not  seem  to  have  read 
Nola’s  Treatise  on  the  Epidemic  Sore-throat  at  Naples. 

t  L.  de  Mercado  says,  "  Although  this  disease  be  usually  entitled 
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lata*,  and  they  have  remarked  its  frequent  appearance 
with  the  Garrotillo. — De  Mercado^  (Confult,  28,)  has  re¬ 
lated  at  length  one  cafe  under  this  form,  and  adds,  that 
he  faw  many  perfons  affefled  with  a  fimilar  difeafe,  ef- 
pecially  at  the  monaftery  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  in  it’s 
vicinity.  The  importance  of  this  subjeft  induces  me 
to  quote  the  cafe  and  confultation  in  the  author’s  own 
words,  as  a  confirmation  of  what  has  been  advanced, 
and  likewise  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  injudicious  treatment 
of  a  difeafe,  which  would  perhaps  have  fafely  and 
fpeedily  terminated  without  medical  interference.  But 
the  do6lor,  like  many  of  his  cotemporaries,  chofe  rather 
to  err  with  Galen,  than  trufi:  to  his  own  reafon  and " 
fagacity.  Illuftriffima  Domina  Maria  Manrique,  reli- 
giofi  ordinis  fanfti  Bernardi  in  Vallevolitano  coenobio, 
40  cum  elTet  annorum  biliofse,  et  fanguineee  naturae, 
menftruis  copiofis  purgata  ante  hanc  retatem,  et  nunc 
longfe  minhs,  curis  et  follicitudine  non  parCim  affefta, 
prope  folftitium  aeftivale,  correpta  eft  febre,  non  admo- 
dhm  intenfa,  fed  variis  horroribus  implicate,  et  inter- 
milfa,  ac  totiens  recalefcente,  cum  capitis  dolore  in- 
tenfo,  et  vifcerum,  maxima  juxtd  ventriculum  parte 
ejus  dextrA,  moleftiffimii  fenfatione,  qu4  fere  animo  vi- 
debatur  deficere.  Tertio  die  ab  his  accidentibus,  faciem 
coepit  occupare,  et  gutturis  dextram  partem,  rubor  plu- 

Erysipelatous,  yet  it  is  widely  different  both  in  it’s  nature  and  circum¬ 
stances  from  the  ancieirt  genuine  Erysipelas.”  See  page  299. 

*  See  note,  pag.  289,  290,  and  Sennert.  lib.  IV.  cap.  12. 
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rira^im  faturatus,  citrii  evidentem  tumorem;  crevit  ad 
caput  ufque  per  oculos,  utramque  faciei  partem  oc- 
cupans,  quo  winih  horrida  erat,  et  magis  continue 
febricitabat,  et  loagb'  miniis  moleftiis  pra?di6lis  pre- 
mebatur,  pr?efertim  fanguine  miffo  bis  ac  ter,  quo 
rubor  quievifle  videbatur.  Verum  eo  tandem  non- 
dum  ceflante,  horrere  iterum  coepit,  et  anxietate  premi; 
ac  mox  febris  increvit,  et  thoracis  a  cervice  ad  mammas 
extimam  regionem  apprehendit  rubor,  non  it4  intenfi 
colons,  cseterum  febris,  celfantihus  reiiquis  accidenti- 
bus,  non  manifeft^  ceffavit,  ficut  primo  ruboris  in- 
fultu.  Quo  ordine,  reverfionibus,  et  remiffionibus 
ufque  ad  vigefimum  diem,  malum  revertebatur :  dein- 
ceps  verb  usque  ad  mortem,  ceffante  Eryfipelate,  vires 
plurimum  delitefcebant,  et  febris  atrocioris  conditionis 
fefe  oftendebat,  ita  ut  nullis  auxiliis  cedere  videretur, 
donee  fubito  motu,  in  importuniffimum  fomnum  de- 
lapfa  (quamvis  ab  iimo  die  in  fomnum  erat  proclivis) 
coepit  deinceps  oblivifei,  et  tandem  cum  fopore  dcli- 
rare,  quo  ufque  ad  ^o’^  diem,  quomortua  fuit,  duravit, 
humore  fubitb  etiara  ad  cor  recurrente,  quo  celerius 
quam  affe6lus  et  vires  ppllicebantur,  morte  cor- 
repta  fuit, — Placuit  hiftoriam  hujus  illuftrilTimae  foe- 
minas  hac  in  parte  recenfere,  cui  confmiles  jam  con- 
Ipeximus- alias,  maxime  in  coenobio  Sandi  Laurentii 
Hiscorialis,  tarn  intiis,  quam  in  habitatiunculis  extrb, 
ipfiim.  Namque  in  omnibus  illis  apparuit  is  morbus 
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quern  Eryiipelatis  nuncupamus,  tamen  longe  dilTitus 
ac  diverfus  ab  antique  et  innatd  ejus  natura  et  con- 
dilione. — In  noIirA  laborante,  pars  dextra  facilb  rubef- 
cere  coepit,  verdm  non  ut  in  vulgari  Eryfipelate,  fed 
cum  febre,  capitis  dolore,  ventriculi  anxietate,  et 
biliofis  vomitibus,  quibus  nihil  levata  erat:  quinim6 
indies  magis  ac  magis  animo  deficere  videbatur.  Tunc 
quidem  fanguinem  mifimus,  verentes  retroceflum  bi- 
liofi  fucci  eryfipelantis  faciem  vi  medicamenti  pur- 
gantis;  idque  ter  fecimus.  Sed  cum  hoc,  horrores  ite- 
rum  revertebantur,  et  febris. magis  increfcebat,  donee 
apparuit  rubor,  maximam  cervicis  et  pefloris.  partem 
occupans.  T unc  quidem  quartd  fanguinem  mifimus,  et 
cum  remitterentur  haec  omnia,  iterhm  borrere  coepit, 
et  per  alias  partes  corporis  rubor  apparere,  qu6  fan¬ 
guinem  quintd  mifimus.  Et  cum  conliaret,  neque 
pra'fidia,  neque  expulfiones  a  natura  faftas,  aliquid  pro.- 
fecilTe,  confideravimus  jecur  adeb  prava  intemperie 
elTe  aifeclum,  quod  non  folbmbilem  torridam  etparvae 
conditionis  generaret,  fed  infuper  genitam  iterbm  in- 
ficeret,  ac  ob  id  per  utramque  alvum  conari  expellere, 
et  ad  cutem  teneriorem  partim  tranfmittere.  Ca^terum 
conjecimus,  ita  naturam  interims  premi,  turn  jecoris 
vitio,  turn  humoris  malignitate,  quod  longb  plus  in  de¬ 
tenus  rueret  laborans  ex  his,  quam  ab  expulfd  ad  cu¬ 
tem  bile  levaretur:  et  deinceps  verentes  natura:  exi- 
tum,  curavimus  jecori  fub venire,  pribs  bile  ab  ipfo 
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repurgatd,  ac  mox  redu61;4  ejus  vitiof4  temperie  in  af- 
miliarem  et  falubriorem*. 

From  the  account  of  the  Epidemic  Sore-throat  at 
Naples,  as  given  by  Francefco  Nola,  we  learn, 

1.  That,  after  a  very  rainy  feafon,  a  contagious  dif- 
temper  aflfefted  cattle  in  ibi6. 

2.  That  the  Small-pox,  Meafles,  and  Eryfipelata,  pre¬ 
vailed,  with  almoft  equal  violence,  among  the  human 
race,  during  the  fpring  and  fummer  of  the  year  ibiyt. 

3.  That,  while  thefe  eruptive  difeafes  ftill  continued, 
the  Sore-throat  began  to  aiFe6i  children  in  the  fpring 
of  161 8J,  and  became,  in  the  fucceeding  autumn,  high¬ 
ly  malignant. 

4.  That,  on  the  firfi;  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  adults 
were  affefted  with  the  Eryfipelata  ||  only ;  but  when 
the  contagion  was  extenfively  fpread  among  children, 

*  Compare  the  case  of  Xuarez,  at  Toledo,  Cons.  Med.  14,  Tom.  V. 
pag.  135. 

t  Anno  1617,  erant  FIuxus  ventris.  Variolas,  et  Morbiili  permulti 
ad  ajstatem  usque,  et  Erysipelata,  turn  inaxime  in  humidioribus.  Nola, 
De  Epidemio  Phlegmone  anginoso;  Neapoli.  1620,  pag.  13. 

J  Postmoddm,  iisdem  morbis  inter  aliquos  homines  perdurantibus,  ana. 
l6l8  et  1619,  gulas  pueris  affecit  contagio.  Pag.  47* 

II  Adultos  in  principio  Erysipelatibus  corripuit,  et  similibus,  morbus; 
postmodern  verb,  gulas  pueris  et  dqin  adultis  invasit.  Pag.  45. 


that 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES.  301 

that  adults  were  likewise  feized  with  the  complaint  in 
the  throat. 

5.  That,  under  limilar  circumRances,  fome  had 
fymptoms  fo  favourable,  others  fo  malignant,  that  they 
feemed  fcarcely  to  have  the  fame  difeafe*. 

The  teftimony  of  this  writer  being  clear  and  deci- 
five,  I  think  it  unneceffary  to  quote  further  authorities 
in  proof  of  my  pofition,  that  the  Garrotillo  in  Spain, 
and  the  Epidemic  Sore-throat  at  Naples,  were  in 
every  refped  limilar  to  the  Scarlatina  anginofa  of 
later  times. 

While  this  difeafe  raged  with  fo  much  virulence 
in  the  fouthern  ftates  of  Europe,  we  find,  from  the 
writings  of  Senertus,  Doringius,  and  others,  that  the 
milder  forms  of  the  Scarlatina  prevailed  in  different 
parts  of  Germany.  They  are  defcribed  under  the 
titles  of  Morbilli  igneit,  Rolfalia,  Eryfipelata,  and  Uni- 

verfal 

♦  Erat  alio  malignus  morbus,  alteri  benignus,  fereque  toto  coelo 

ab  altero  diversus. - Simillimos,  aeque  viventes,  persaepe  vidimus  cor- 

reptos  diverso  modo,  benign^,  vel  malign^.  Pag.  23.  Compare  Seve¬ 
rinus,  de  Pedanchone,  Partic.  ii.  pag.  30. 

t  Morbilli  ignei  sunt  turaores  corporis,  in  cute  potissimdm  conspi- 
ciendi,  omnium  minimi,  cum  febre  continua  putridS,  malignd,  et  ru- 
boribus  totius  corporis  pruriginosis,  conjuncti,  a  sero,'bilioso,  maligno,  et 
R  r  specific^ 
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verfal  Eryfipelas.  Doringius  has  given  a  more  accurate 
account  of  the  Scarlatina  anginofa  than  any  preceding 
writer;  and  he  is,  I  believe,  the  firfl;  who  has  noticed 
the  frequent  termination  of  this  difeafe  in  painful 
tumours  of  the  joints,  or  in  droplical  fwellings  of  the 
abdomen  and  lower  extremities.  “  Terminator  ad 
plurimum  tranflatione  materias  ad  articulos  extremo- 
rum,  cum  tam  dolorifico  tumore  ac  rubore  qualis  apud 
arthriticos  elTe  folet :  hinc  cutis  reJiqua  corporis  fqua- 
matim  detrahitur  ;  mox  pedes  ad  talos  et  furas  ufque 
intumefcunt ;  urinae  cralfefcunt,  et  rutefcunt.  Hypo¬ 
chondria  tenduntur  primilm,  et  refpiratio  difficilis 
redditur :  paull6  poll  abdomen  ipfum  in  tumorem  at- 
tollitur  :  ifti  autem  non  nifi  magno  labore,  et  poll  mul- 
tas  demum  feptimanas,  ceu  hydropici  incipientes,  ad 
priftinam  fanitatem  deducuntur*.” 

The  Scarlatina  is  again  defcribed,  under  the  title 
*'  Febris  miliaris  rubra,”  as  a  new  difeafe,  which  is  faid 

specific^  corrupto  orti.  Ephemer.  Acad.  Nat.  Cur.  Dec.  l.ann.  6.  7. 
Obs.  42.  Bonetus  terms  the  Sore-throat  connected  with  this  eruption. 
Angina  ignea,  Med.  Sept.  II.  7.  3.  See  Sennerti  op.  tom.  II.  1.  4:  cap.  12. 

*  Epist  18,  ad  Sennertum.  See  Bonet.  Med.  Septentr.  collat.  lib.  II. 
c.  7.  Compare  Prosp.  Martian.  Comment,  in  Hippoc.  Epid.  1.  II.  sec.  3. 
and  Bonacursius,  cap.  45,  Mai.  Extern,  de  Rossali^,  vel  Fersa.  Bono- 
nise,  l656. 
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to  have  appeared  at  Leipfic,  about  the  middle  of  the 
17th  century.  Godofred  Welfch,  in  a  Diflertation  en¬ 
titled,  Hi/toria  medica  novum  ilium  puerperarum 
morbum  continens,  qui  ipfis  Der  Friefel  dicitur,”  men¬ 
tions,  befides  the  white  miliary  eruption  ufual  in  puer¬ 
peral  cafes,  another  *  form  of  difeafe,  charafterized  by 
fhiverings,  pain  of  the  head,  rednefs  of  the  eyes,  a  vi¬ 
vid  red  rafb,  fometimes  over  the  whole  body,  fome- 
times  in  fcattered  patches,  great  heat,  roughnefs  and 
itching  of  the  fkin,  general  debility,  reftlelTnefs,  and 
frequent  haemorrhagy  from  the  nofe.  He  further 
obferves,  that  between  the  fourth  and  lixth  day 
from  the  beginning  of  the  complaint,  the  rednefs  of 
the  flcin  was  at  it’s  height,  or  rather  declining  ;  and 
that  in  thofe  who  recovered,  there  was  a  regular  criiis 
either  by  a  flight  diarrhosa,  or  copious  peripiration, 
fucceeded  by  defquamation  of  the  cuticle.  With  thefe 
leading  circumflances,  the  author  has  intermixed  the 
fymptoms  ufually  attending  the  appearance  of  mi¬ 
liary  veficles,  DEF.  X.  and  has  thus  unnecelfarily 
added  another  fpecies  to  the  Miliary  eruptions,  no¬ 
ticed  before  his  time  by  the  Germans  and  French, 

*  Malum  hoc  duplici  ut  pluriinim  comparuit  facie,  rubra  plerUmque, 
non  ravb  alb&.;  illud  cum  insigni  ac  intenso  semper  calore,  rubore,  pru- 
ritu,  et  asperitate  cutis  duriuscula,  hoc  vero  quoad  calorcm,  pruritum, 
juxta  ac  rubedinem,  remissius,  et  pusillis  albicantibus  pustulis,  ichorem 
in  se  coutinentibus,  conspicere  est. 
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in  treating  of  puerperal  arid  malignant  Fevers*.  In 
comparing  this  eruptive  fever  with  Sennertus’s  im- 
perfeft  account  of  theRolTalia,  Welfch  betrays  his  total 
ignorance  of  the  latter.  He  fays  the  complaint  at 
Leipfic  could  not  be  the  Rolfalia,  “  becaufe  it  was  at¬ 
tended  with  a  general  rednefs,  and  roughnefs  of  the 
fkin,”  circumftances  which,  though  not  noticed  by 
Sennertus,  are  in  reality  chara6leriftics  of  the  .Scar¬ 
latina.  We  cannot  be  furprized  at  the  miflake  of  a 
medical  Undent  on  fubjefts,  wherein  the  authors  he 
confulted  were  very  defective  but  there  feems  little 
excufe  for  men  of  experience,  who  could  perfuade 
themfelves  that  a  new  epidemic  and  contagious  erup¬ 
tive  difeafe  commenced  almoft  inftantaneoufly,  and 
after  fpreading  in  a  fhort  time  over  the  greateft  part  of 
Europe,  fuddenly  and  finally  difappeared. — The  nature 
of  the  difeafe  at  Leipfic  may  be  eafily  underftood  by 
comparing  Dr.  Welfch’s  Differtation  with  theilatements 
of  his  cotemporaries,  and  of  fome  preceding  writers. 
From  thefe  it  appears  that  the  Morbilli  ignei,  or  Purpura 
(both  which  terms  denote  the  Scarlatina,  pag.  290,  301,) 
was,  about  the  year  1650,  epidemical  in  the  vicinity 
of  Leipfic.  According  to  Dr.  D.  Winder,  Eph.  Ac. 

*  Tagaultius,  Fernelius,  Hadrianus  Junius,  Foesius,  Sennertus,  &c. 
See  Forest!  Op.  pag.  206.  Riverii  Prax.  1.  XVII.  sect  3.  cap.  1.  Bonet. 
Med.  Septen.  t.  II.  1.  5.  Etmuller  de  Febribus,  pag.  245.  and  Burserii 
Inst,  Med.  vol.  II.  §  384. 
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Nat.  Cur.  Dec.  I.  an.  6.  7.  obf.  42.  “  Hi  MorbllUappa- 
ruere  primum  apud  nos  anno  1642,  poft  obfidionem 
Bregenfem,  Lipfioe  verb  paulb  poft :  et  quod  nos  in 
pueris,  ipfi  in  puerperis  *  annotarunt,  ut  teftatur  Dif- 
putatio  ibi  habita  anno  1655,  ^  Welfchio.  Vo- 

cant  verb  Der  Friefel,  a  panni  Friefe  fimilitudine ; 
nomen  quidem  eft  diverfum,  res  vero  eadem,  ut  ex 
definitione  ipforum.  Cap.  III.  Thef.  5.  unufquifque 
videre  poteft.  Symptomata  autem  ifta  periculofa,  ut 
angina,  parotides,  &c.  apud  illos  abfuerunt.”  He  has 
prefixed  to  his  obfervations  a  fatal  cafe  entitled,  “  An¬ 
gina  in  Morbillis.” 

Georg.  Hieron.  'Welfch  mentions  the  Lipfian  epi¬ 
demic  under  tlie  title  “  Febris  coccineaf”,  and  has 
given  the  particulars  of  one  cafe,  which  appears  evi¬ 
dently  to  have  been  a  mild  Scarlet  Fever. — From  Chr. 
Joannes  Langius  we  learn,  that  the  difeafe  at  Leipfic 

*  Whenever  the  Scarlatina  is  epidemical,  it  usually  affects  women  too 
or  three-days  after  lying  in,  and  often  proves  fatal  to  them.  Many  in¬ 
stances  of  this  occurred  in  1786,  and  the  succeeding  years,  while  the  Scar¬ 
latina  Was  prevalent  in  London,  In  1796-7,  there  was  a  still  greater 
mortality  from  the  same  cause.  See  my  Reports  on  Diseases  in  London, 
pag.  341-2.  Dr.  Withering  also  says,  the  Scarlet  Fever  and  Sore-throat 
at  Birmingham  was  “  particularly  fatal  to  lying  in  women” :  he  had  him¬ 
self  three  patients  under  these  circumstances,  and  they  all  died.  Pag.  25. 

t  Cur.  Propr.  2.  Dec.  I. 
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was  not,  according  to  the  firfl;  account  of  it,  peculiar  to 
women  in  childbed,  but  extended  to  perfons  of  all 
ages  and  fexes,  and  proved  fatal  to  many.  In  treating 
of  the  Febris  purpurea,  he  obferves,  “  Purpura  in 
nollrd  Lipfid  perquam  frequens  eft,  ut  non  mod6 
pueros  cum  juvenibus,  adultos  cum  fenibus,  viros  cum 
fceminis,  et  ex  his  fpeciatim  puerperas,  tota  penfe  die 
invadat,  et  paucos  intra  dies,  ni  fumma  habeatur  cura, 
interimat.  Sed  non  a  multis  retro  annis,  hanc  Purpuras 
moleftam  familiaritatem  civitas  noftra  experta  eft,  fed 
demum  paulb  ante  annum  hujus  fecuU  quinquageft- 
mum,  cum  puerperarum  quamplurimarum  ftragc,  pri- 
mam  ejus  invafionem  recordantur  incolac*”. 

Etmuller,  who  was  Profeffbr  of  phyfic  at  Leipfic 
about  twenty  years  after  the  firft  appearance  of  this 
epidemic,  makes  nearly  the  fame  obfervations :  “  Febris 
noftra  purpurata,  Der  Friefel  di6la,  alias  Febris  miliaris 
dicitur,  item  Morbilli  ignei.  Febris  haec  quofvis  ado- 
ritur,  mares  et  foeminas,  infantes  et  adultos,  prasfertim 
puerperas,  quibus  et  malignior  et  funeftior  exiftit 
menfium  retentorum  occafione.”  De  Feb.  pag.  527. 


*  Chr.  J.  Lang.  Prax.  Med.  cap.  13.  and  Scacher  de  Febie  acuta 
exanthematica  ;  Lipsiae  1723.  Iste  affectus  non  modo  puerperas,  verum 
tenellos,  etiam  adultos  utriusq;  sexus,  adortus  est.  See  Haller.  His- 
putationes,  vol.  V.  p.  488.  HoflFmann,  Consultat.  Med.  p.  413-  Juncker’s 
Conspectus,  tab.  64. 
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An  epidemical  Miliary  Fever,  refembling  that  atLeip- 
fic,  is  faid  by  C.  Raygev  to  have  prevailed  at  Prefburgh 
in  the  year  1671-2.  From  his  account  of  the  difeafe* 
however,  we  may  decifively  conclude  that  it  was  the 
Scarlatina  ;  after  confidering  it  as  an  *'  Eryhpelas  per 
totum  corpus  diffufum,”  he  adds,  "  totum  corpus 
intenfe  rubrum  erat,  ac  fi  panno  rubro  involutum 
effet” :  and  he  himfelf  thinks  it  might  more  properly 
have  been  denominated  Roffalia*. 

The  Scarlatina  fpread  through  Poland  in  the  year 
1665,  and  has  been  well  defcribed  by  Schultzius  under 
the  denomination  of  Purpura  epidemia  malignaf.  A 
few  years  afterwards,  it  was  noticed  by  various  authors 
in  Denmark,  Holland,  Switzerland,  Lombardy,  Bavaria, 
Auftria,  England,  and  Scotland^;.  J.  N.  Pechlin  ob- 

*  Miscell.  Nat.  Cur.  Dec.  I.  ann.  3.  De  Febre  malignS.  cum  Exan- 
thematibus  miViaribus. 

+  Act.  Ac.  Cur.  Dec.  I.  ann.  6.  7.  pag.  206.  The  fatality  of  ^his  epi¬ 
demic  among  infants  and  children  deserves  to  be  noticed.  “Plerique 
2da  die  morbi,  nonnulli  etiam  Ima  moriebantur.” 

J  Borrichius  de  Rossalia  squamosA. — Misc.  Nat.  Cur.  Dec.  I.  ann.  45. 
&.  Dec.  in.  Ephemer.  Dec.  III.  Targione,  sopra  humana  salute,  tom  III. 
Nerucci de  Variolis,  Sydenham,  Morton;  and  Sibbald,  Scotia  illustrata, 
part  I.  pag.  55.  It  is  observed.  Act.  Erud.  Lips.  tom.  IV.  ann.  l685, 
"  Describit  Sibbaldus  febiem  Scarlalinam  dictam,  cujus  hisloria  nostra- 
tium  Purpuras,  germanic^  Friesel,  accurate  respondet.” 
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ferves,  that  this  'difeafe,  which  he  confiders  as  a  fpecies 
of  Meafles  (Morbilli),  was  epidemical  in  different  parts 
of  Germany  from  1677  to  1683,  As  a  proof  of  the 
rapid  progrefs  of  the  contagion,  he  fays  that  feven 
hundred  perfons  were  affeded  with  the  difeafe,  at  the 
fame  time,  in  Stutgard*. 

Between  i6po  and  1656,  this'  difeafe,  termed  Mor- 
billi  maligni,  perniciofa  lues,  pedis  puerorum,  &c. 
made  limilar  ravages  in  Drefden,  "Wirtembergh,  and 
Ulm,  as  appears  from  feveral  differtations  in  the  Ephe- 
meridest. — According  to  Loew,  Hift.  Epid.  Hung.  Act. 
Nat.  Cur.  p.  26,  the  Roffalia  immediately  fucceeded 
the  Meafles,  and  was  difiFufed  through  Hungary  in  the 
year  1697.  About  the  fame  time  it  prevailed  in 
Saxony,  and  again  proved  fatal  to  many  in  Leipfic, 
as  we  are  informed  by  C.  J.  Langius  ;  Difputat.  44. 
— It  continued  in  different  parts  of  the  eledorate 
above  fifty  years,  occafionally  exhibiting  all  it’s  dif¬ 
ferent  forms,  of  which  an  enlarged  account  was  given 
in  the  year  1742,  by  J.  Storch,  who  had  himfelf  feen 
upwards  of  two  hundred  cafes  of  the  difeafe.  It’s 
latter  ftage  was  attended  with  dropfy,  and  many  dan¬ 
gerous  fymptoms,  fo  that  one  in  ten  of  his  patients 

*  Obs.  Physico-Med.  19. 1.  II. 

+  Dec.^III.  ann.  1.  Dec.  IV.  p.  21,  &c.  &c. 
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died. — The  Scarlatina  anginofa  raged  at  Berlin  from 
1694  to  1701,  and  has  been  well  defcribed,  by  its  proper 
title,  in  the  A61.  Med.  Berolin.  Dec.  I.  vol.  11.  and  Dec. 
II.  V.  V.  §  3.  It’s  fubfequent  appearances  in  different 
parts  of  Germany,  in  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  and 
Italy,  until  the  middle  of  the  lafl  century,  are  noticed 
by  feveral  writers  on  the  Febris  miliaris.  Purpura  mi- 
liaris.  Purpura  rubra.  Purpura  febrilis,  Morbilli  ma- 
ligni,  Angina  infantum*,  &c. 

The  ulcerated  Sore-throat,  or  Aphthae  febriles,  a 
difeafe  frequently  occurring  in  Holland,  was  in  the 
opinion  of  Van  Swietenf,  a  modification  of  the  Pur¬ 
pura,  or  Febris  miliaris,  defcribed  by  German  authors. 
De  Haen  does  not  hefitate  to  denominate  it  Scarlatina 
peffima^.  It  is  lingular  that  this  complaint,  when 
epidemical  in  the  vicinity  of  Leyden  about  the  year 

*  Act.  Nat.  Cur.  vol.  II.  obs.  32.  vol.  VI.  pag.  72.  vol.  IX.  pag.  55, 
&c.  8cc.  Historia  Morbor.  Vratislav.  1700-1702.  Violante  de  Morbillis, 
1732.  Saltzman,  Historia  purpurse  miliaris,  Argentorati,  1736.  Aloysio 
Targio'ni,  at  Florence,  1717-18,  tom.  III.  Rosenstein,  at  Upsal,  1741, 
cap.  16.  Zaffii  Synops.  obs.  med.  1745-6,  pag.  39.  Journal  de  Med. 
tom.  VIII.  pag.  556.  Bergius  and  Wilcke,  at  Stockholm,  &.c.  1755-8. 
(Sandifort’s  Thesaurus,  vol.  11.  pag.  350.)  Ant.  Storck.  mens.  Nov.  1759* 
Vindebonaj,  &c.  &c. 

f  Commentar.  in  Bocrh.  Aph.  997. 

%  De  Feb.  Division. 
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1669,  fhould  be  again  mentioned  and  defcribed  as  an 
unknown  difeafe*. 

Dr.  Morton  is  the  firft  Englilh  author  whc5  has  given 
an  enlarged  account  of  the  Scarlatina.  He  mentions 
the  affeftion  of  the  throat,  with  all  the  other  fymptoms 
peculiar  to  the  Scarlatina  anginofaf,  and  it’s  ufual 
confequences,  as  fwelled  parotids,  fcrophulous  ulce¬ 
rations,  atrophy,  and  anafarcous  fwellings  of  the  legs. 
He  alfo  relates  fame  cafes  of  the  difeafe  in  it’s  ma¬ 
lignant,  or,  as  he  terms  it,  peftilential  form;|;.  How¬ 
ever, 

Dr.  Guid.  Fantoise,  Dissertatio  Medica  Be  Epidemio  hactenus  in- 
audito,  jestate  anni  l669,  Lugduni  Batavorum,  vicinisque  locis,  grassante. 
His  account  of  this  disorder  agrees  precisely  with  the  description  of  a 
similar  epidemic  in  Holland  by  Tyengius  in  1715,  formerly  quoted, 
page  290-1. 

t  Ubi  morbus  estbenignus,  efflorescentia  2do  vel  Stio  morbi  die  incipit, 
atque  4to  vel  5to  die,  una  cum  febre  coniitante,  recedit :  ubi  malignus 
est,  et  epidemicus,  non  raid  efflorescenliae  apparatus  ad  6tum  vel  7m 
diem  protrahitur  ;  et  efflorescentia  usque  ad  I4m  et  ultrfli  durat.  Interea 
febris  accenditur ;  glandulse  pharyngis,,  laryugis,  &c.  inflammantur: 
dolor  fit  in  gutture  ulcerosus ;  deglutitio  laeditur ;  anhelitus,  strangulatio 
ac  suffocatio,  caeteraque  angin®  symptomata  smpids  ingravescunt.  Post 
efflorescentiam  peractam,  denique  morbi  ipsissimi,  scrophul®,  cachexia 
vel  atrophia  universalis,  leucophlegmatia,  ascites,  morbum  consequuntur. 
De  Morbillis  &  Febre  Scarlatina,  cap.  IV. — V. 

J  See  Case  ii.  cap.  V.  on  which  he  remarks,  siquando  venenum  istius- 
inodi,  crisi  perfecta,  per  cuticulam  propelli  baud  potest,  tanquam  vene¬ 
num  pestilentiale  glandulas  sponte  petit  narium,  faucium,  inguinum,  &c. 
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ever,  as  was  formerly  ftated  (pag.  241-2),  he  confiders 
the  Scarlatina  merely  as  a  variety  of  the  Mealies,  and 
thinks  it  has  the  fame  relation  to  that  difeafe,  as  the 
confluent  has  to  the  diftinfl  Small-pox*.  Ort  this 
hypothefis,  all  perfons  who  had  paffed  through  the 
Rubeola  vulgaris  t  might,  without  apprehenfion,  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  the  contagion  of  the  Scarlet  Fever. 
The  fatal  confequences  which  would  arife  from  ading 
in  conformity  to  fuch  an  opinion,  have  been  afcer- 
tained  by  the  experience  acquired  during  the  lapfe  of 
another  century. 

The  Scarlatina  anginofa  is  properly  noticed  in  the 

casque  inflammat,  et  exu\cerat ;  nec  non  carcinomata,  bubones,  et  pa- 
rotidas  excital.  Quantum  tonsillas,  uvulara,  fauces,  nares,  et  quamdiu 
intmnuisse  vidi  i  quam  turgida  nonnumquam  labia !  et  quam  sordid^ 
scabie  obductaet  exulcerata,  ab  eadem  caus^,  animadvertil 

Dr.  Morton’s  obserTations  were  made  between  the  years  1672  and  1 694. 
*  Hunc  morbuni  prorsiis  eiindeni  esse  cum  Morbillis  censeo,  et  solo 
efflorescentiae  modo  ab  illis  distare.  Quae  differentia  tanti  non  est  ut 
alterum  morbum  constituat,  nisi  pari  ratione  Variolae  confluentes  et 
distinctae,  caeterique  morbi  ex  accidente  aliquo  inter  se  differentes,  ubi 
causae,  symptomata,  prognostica,  curativae  indicationes,  atque  metbodus 

medendi,.  ab  invicem  minimi  distent,  in  diversos  morbos  dividantur - - 

Quorsum  enim  nova  nomina  affectibus  imponantur,  et  morbi,  tantum 
specie  differentes,  sub  alio  atque  alio  titulo  tractentur  ? 

•j-  Dr.  Morton  himself  says,  Nunquam  in  total  med  praxi  novi  quem- 
qiiam,  praeter  unum  puerum,  secundS,  vice  hoc  morbo  correptum.  De 
Morbillis  et  Febre  ScarlatinS,  cap.  HI.  pag.  38. 

S  S-  2 
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Edinburgh  Medical  Eflays,  vol.  III.  p.  27.  “  July  1733, 
children  were  attacked  with  the  Scarlet  Fever  and 
ANGINA,  which  became  very  epidemic  in  the  two 
fucceeding  months,  was  lefs  frequent  and  milder  in 
Odober,  but  continued  all  the  winter  and  fpring. 
This  difeafe  began  commonly  with  a  quick  pulfe,  heat, 
thirft,  headach,  and  a  pain  in  the  throat,  where  fre¬ 
quently  a  fwelling  of  the  amygdalas  was  obferved. 
Many  had  a  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  at  the  firfl:  attack 
of  the  difeafe,  without  any  remarkable  change  on  the 
other  fymptoms.  After  a  day  or  two,  the  face,  or 
extremities,  and  fometimes  the  whole  body,  fwelled, 
the  fkin  being  red,  with  a  watery  clearnefs  fhining 
through  it.  Frequently  the  fwelling  and  rednefs  pro¬ 
ceeded  gradually  from  one  part  to  another.  It  was 
remarked  that  fuch  patients  as  had  undergone  the 
Scarlet  Fever  any  time  in  their  lives  before,  took  at 
this  time  the  fever  and  angina,  without  the  fcarlet 
eruption*;  but  all  who  laboured  under  the  Scarlet 
Fever  had  the  angina  alfo.  Many,  who  were  negleded 
in  the  beginning  of  this  difeafe,  were  fuffocated  by  the 
anginae.” 

In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  fame  elTays,  pag.  490, 
is  an  abridged  account  of  a  fimilar  epidemic  fever  in 
New  England,  attended  with  “fwelling,  pain,  and  white 


See  above,  pag.  274. 
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fpecks  in  the  uvula,  and  tonfils,  and  a  diftinS;,  red, 
miliary  eruption  over  all,  and  at  it’s  height  on  the 
fourth  day ;  after  which  it  itched,  and  fcaled  off, 
and  the  fpecks  floughed  off  from  the  fubfiding 
fauces.” 

“  A  worfe  kind  of  this  fever  was  accompanied  with 
a  low,  unequal  pulfe,  proftration  of  ftrength,  defpond- 
ency,  colliquative  vomiting,  purging,  or  fweats,  chop¬ 
ped  tonfils,  with  brown  or  livid  fpots ;  the  eruption 
darker  coloured,  or  appearing,  and  difappearing;  ichor, 
or  pus  coming  by  the  mouth  and  nofe  from  parts  out 
of  fight  •,  mucous  exuviae  Houghing  off  the  tongue, 
cefophagus,  or  bronchia.  Many  thus  aflfeded  died  the 
fixth  or  feventh  day  ” 

“  In  the  worft  fort,  the  pulfe  and  ftrength  were  flill 
lower,  the  colliquations  greater;  and  the  lick  had  a 
finking  pain  at  the  ftomach,  flupor,  delirium,  convul- 
fions,  and  an  intolerable  foetor.  The  few  thus  feized 
died  the  firft,  fecond,  or  third  day. — This  difeafe  was 
followed  in  fome  by  difcolourations  and  haemorrhages 
like  thofe  in  the  Scurvy;  in  others  by  tumours,  which 
often  fuppurated ;  in  others  by  hyfterical  fymptoms, 
melancholy,  fatuity,”  &c. 

The  author  adds  that  this  fever  "  feized  a  half  of  the 
inhabitants  of  New  England,  and  killed  one  in  thirty- 
five,”  and  that  “  in  fome  places  one  fixth,  one  fourth, 
or  one  third  of  the  fick  died.” 
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This  ftatement,  given  by  Dr.  Douglafs  of  Bojfton, 
is  confirmed  by  Mr.  Golden*,  who  remarks,  that  “  The 
firft  appearance  of  the  difeafe  was  at  Kingftone,  an 
inland  town,  about  the  year  1735”;  that  **  it  gradually 
fpread  from  thence,  weftward,  over  all  the  colonies 
in  North  America”;  that  it  was  two  years  in  Hudfon’s 
River” ;  that  “  it  was  fome  time  before  it  paffed  to  the 
we'ft  fide  of  that  river,  it’s  firft  appearance  being  in 
places  to  which  the  New  England  traders  reforted,  or 
through  which  they  travelled.’^ 

Dr.  Huxham,  in  the  year  1734,  obferved  an  epidemic 
difeafe  termed  by  him  Febris  anginofa,  which  anfwers 
in  all  refpe61s  to  the  Scarlatina  anginofa.  This  will  be 
manifeft  to  thofe  who  carefully  read  his  defcription 
of  the  fymptoms,  particularly  of  the  efflorefcence,  and 
appearances  in  the  throatf .  The  anginofe  and  eruptive 

*  On  the  "  Throat-Distemper/’  Med.  Observ.  &,  Inquiries,  vol.  f. 
pag.  211.  It  will  appear  probable  from  Dr.  Huxbam’s  statement  below, 
that  the  infection  was  conveyed  to  America  by  ships  cleared  out  from 
Plymouth,  Falmouth,  or  some  of  our  southern  ports. 

t  De  AereetMorb.  Epidem.  vol.  L  pag.  92.  &c.  8&c.  This  appears  to 
be  the  disease  noted-  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  for  the  year  1734, 
Sept.  30.  "  In  Cornwall,  a  Fever,  which  last  year  was  very  mortal, 
seemed  to  return  this  month,  seizing  suddenly  those  who,  in  appearance, 
were  well  but  a  moment  before,  with  violent  vomitings,  flux,  faintness, 
sighings,  heat,  thirst,  raving,  dealing,  and  depression  of  heart.” 
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Fever  continued  under  Dr.  Huxham’s  notice,  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  Devonihire  and  Cornwall,  till  the  year 
1753.  He  mentions  it  under  the  denominations  of 
Febris  miliaris  rubra* * * §,”  “  Febris  miliaris  malignat,” 
and  “  Febris  anginofa  miliaris:^:;”  in  other  palTages  he 
informs  us  that  the  liinple  Scarlatina^,  alfo  termed 
Eruptio  eryfipelatofafi,  and  perhaps  Rubeolaef,  fre¬ 
quently  occurred  with  the  anginofe  fever.  The  Small¬ 
pox,  and  Meafles  (Morbilli)  were  very  prevalent  with¬ 
in  the  fame  period,  as' alfo  the  Chicken-pox,  termed 
fometimes  Rubeoli,  and  fometimes  Febris  Rubeolofa 
puftulata**.  In  his  differtation  on  the  “  Malignant  Ul¬ 
cerated  Sore-throat”  (Angina  maligna  of  Dr.  Fothergilb 
and  other  authors), Dr.H.fays,  “TheFebris  anginofawas 
attended  with  fcarlet  or  puftular  eruptions,  fucceeded 
by  great  itching  and  defquamation  of  the  cuticle/’  pag. 
108.  At  page  1 16,  he  conliders  **  the  malignant  ulcerous 
Sore-throat,  as  a  difeafe  fui  generis,”  yet  he  acknow¬ 
ledges,  It  had  a  very  great  refemblance  to  the  Febris 

*  Vol.  L  pag.  60  &  111.  VH.  115. 

t  Vol.  I.  p.  123-4. 

X  Vol.  I.  p.  107. 

§  Vol.  I.  125.  VII.  113. 

II  Vol.  I.  95. 
f  Vol.  I.  71.28  &  116. 

**  See  vol.  11.  pag.  76.  132.  137.  153.  &«. 
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anginofa”;  and  that  “  truly  fome  of  the  Scarlet  Fevers 
mentioned  by  Morton  were  not  much  unlike  it.”  He 
alfo  ftates  (De  Aere  «&  Morb.  ann.  1752),  that  the 
Febris  anginofa,  and  the  malignant  ulcerated  Sore- 
throat,  equally  exhibited  an  eruption  of  papulae  or  exan¬ 
themata,  and  confequent  defquamation  of  the  cuticle: 
“  Febris  anginofa  puftulofa  graffatur  adhuc  plurimhm  : 
ell  etiam  angina  maligna  ulcerofa  perfrequens,  cum 
putridd  febre,  foedilTimo  fpiritus  odore,  vomitu,  alvi 
fluxu,  imo  et  interdum  faucium  ipfa  gangroend.  In 
morbo  utroque,  facilis  puftularum,  fudorum,  aut  exan- 
thematum  eruptio,  magna  confequenti  cuticulae  defqua- 
matione  :  funefta  fane  funt  figna,  perarida  cutis,  aut 
lividae  puftulae.” 

Perhaps  the  epidemic  Febres  eryfipelatofae  and  Fe- 
bres  miliares,  which  occurred  in  the  years  1728-29-30, 
and  the  Febris  miliaris  cum  pravis  admodum  fymp- 
tomatibus,  in  1731*,  were  the  fame  as  the  difeafe  here 
mentioned,  but  not  fo  well  underftood  by  Dr.  Hux- 
ham  till  afterwards. — In  December  1/^2,  he  ufes  the 
term  Scarlatina  to  exprefs  the  eruption  attending  the 
Angina  maligna,  or  malignant  ulcerous  Sore-throat. 
Decembri;  Angina  valde  maligna  frequens:  Jam  eruptio 
non, eft  tantum  Scarlatina,  fed  interdum  Eryfipelatofa. 

*  See  vol.  I.  p.  107.  J II.  125.  Vol.  II.  p.  28.  31.  68.  113.  lid.  132. 
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In  the  year  1743,  the  Scarlatina  maligna  appeared  at 
Paris.  Much  information  reipe61;ing  it  is  given,  under 
the  titles  Efquinancie  maligne,  and  Mai  4  la  gorge,  in 
the  Hilt,  de  TAcad.  des  Sciences^  M.  Malouin,  who 
wrote  the  article  on  epidemic  diforders,  obferves 
that,  in  1746,  many  patients  died  of  the  Sore-throat  in 
nine  hours  from  the  commencement  of  fever,  and  that 
none  efcaped  with  life.  Such  a  mortality  will  not 
now  excite  wonder  in  thofe  who  are  informed  that 
the  Pariiian  phylicians  attempted  to  cure  this  difeafe 
by  repeatedly  fcarifying  under  the  chin,  by  bleeding 
in  the  jugular  vein,  and  by  extirpating  the  uvula,  velum 
pendulum,  and  a  portion  of  the  tonfils.  In  1749, 
Malouin  connefls  the  Mala  la  gorge  with  la  Rougeole* ; 

*  1749j  Les  Rougeoles  ont  ce  printems  6le  avec  endure  fluxionaire 
de  visage,  et  les  rougeurs  ont  extraordinairement  long  terns  k  se  dis- 
siper,  siu  tout  an  menton.  Je  crois  devoir  remarquer  a  cette  occasion,  que 
les  maux  de  gorge  eresipelateiix,  qui  ont  4te  communs  dans  le  meuie 
terns  que  les  Rougeoles,  ont  ete  accompagnes  de  rougeurs  a  la  poitrine, 
vers  le  cou,  et  aux  bras.  Ces  rougeurs  etoient  en  boutons  qui  blancliis- 
soient  lorsque  on  passoit  le  doight  dessus,  et  ensuite  ils  redevenoient 
•rouges.  Les  maux  de  gorge  commengoient  presque  tovjours  par  un  em- 
barras  dans  la  tete,  une  envie  de  vomir,  et  un  abatteinent  de  tout  le  corps: 
Quelques  uns  de  ces  malades  sont  meme  tomb^s  en  defaillance;  et  enfin 
les  elevures  avec  rougeurs  parossoient  au^bras,  et  au  haut  de  la  poitrine. 
J’ai  vd  un  de  ces  malades  dans  lequel  tons  ces  accidents  ont  disparu  par- 
ceque  lui  est  survenu  une  enflure  douloureuse  a  la  main  droite,  et  au  pie 
gauche. 
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then,  like  many  French  phyficians  who  make  little 
dillindion  between  la  Rougeole*  and  la  Fievre  rouge, 
he  fays,  in  1751,  “  Les  maladies  epidemiques  etoient 
des  efpeces  de  Fii;vres  rouges,  qui  ont  plus  attaques  les 
femmes  que  les  hommes^  Cette  maladie  refembloifr 
a  la  Rougeole :  c’etoient  de  grandes  plaques  rouges, 
fans  boutons ;  les  malades  avoient  la  tete  enflee,  les 
yeux  rouges,  de  I’etouffement,  et  mal  k  la  gorge.”  This 
difeafe  continued  till  the  year  1753,  or  later,  though  not 
always  with  the  fame  degree  of  violence.  Within  the 
period  mentioned,  an  accurate  account  of  the  different 
forms  of  the  cutaneous  eruption,  and  appearances  in. 
the  throat,  of  the  Rate  of  the  pulfe,  the  fwelling  of  the 
fubmaxillary  glands,  and  of  the  fucceeding  anafarca, 
was  given  by  feveral  writers  +  in  Paris,  and  in  other 
parts  of  France,  to  which  the  difeafe  foon  afterwards 
extended.  The  moft  accurate  of  thefe  is  NavierJ, 
whofe  obfervations  on  the  Fievre  rouge  were  made  in 
the  years  1751-2,  at  Chalons  and  other  places. 

*  See  above,  p.  289. 

f  Comment.  Med.  Lips.  vol.  I.  pag.  91.  Cliomel’s  Dissertation  on  the' 
Gangrenous  Sore-throat,  1749*  Rabours  de  UJc.  tonsillar.  Mem.  de 
I’Acad.  de  Montpelier.  Journal  de  Medccine,  tom.  XXXI.  &c. 

J  Dissertation  sur  plusieurs  maladies  populaires.  See.  a  Paris,  1749. 
See  Commentar.  de  rebus,  vol.  IV.  pag.  338. 
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The  “  Sore-throat  attended  with  ulcers,”  which  was 
prevalent  in  London  during  the  years  1747-8,  and  of 
which  an  accurate  account  was  given  by  Dr.  Fother- 
gilJ,  appears  to  have  been  an  epidemic  Scarlatina,  like 
the  anginofe  Fever,  and  ulcerated  Sore-throat  defcribed 
by  Huxham.  Although  many  of  Dr.  FothergilVs  cafes 
were  certainly  of  the  malignant  kind,  and  he  thought 
proper  to  infifi  generally  on  the  putrid  *  tendency  of 
the  difeafe  with  a  view  to  combat  the  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment  then  employed,  yet  it  is  evident  from  his  treatilc, 
that  he  frequently  faw  the  difeafe  in  it’s  mildefl  form. 
The  ralh,  of  which  he  has  given  a  full  defcriptiont, 
coincides  exadly  with  that  in  the  Scarlatina.  It  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  fecond  day  of  the  difeafe,  and  began  to 
decline  on  the  fifth.  He  further  obferves,  that  there 
were,  "in  general,  fymptoms  of  recovery  on  the  third, 
fourth,  or  fifth  day”,  and  that,  "  fome  grew  eafier 
from  the  firft  day  of  the  attackj.”  With  refped  to 
the  affeftion  of  the  throat,  he  fays,  "  The  difeafe  ter- 

*  Pag. -49,  59,  71-C. 

t  Page  32.  Notwithstanding  -this  characteristic  appearance,  he  is 
anxious  to  establish  “  an  essential  difference”  between  the  disease  he 
describes,  and  the  Scarlatina  (see  page  3  and  52)  particularly  "  the  Sore- 
throat  and  Scarlet  Pever,  which  shewed  itself  at  Edinburgh  in  173S.” 
Med.  Essays,  vol.  III.  See  above  p.  31 1. 
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minates  in  a  fuperficial  ulceration  of  fome  of  the  parts', 
about  the  fauces,  with  little  appearance  of  floughs  if 
the  difeafe  is  very  mild ;  and  with  large  and  deep  ones, 
of  a  white,  cineritious,  livid,  or  black  colour,  if  it  is 
more  violent*.”  In  another  place  he  fays,  Where 
the  diforder  is  mild,  a  fuperficial  ulcer  appears  in  one 
©r  more  of  thefe  parts,  which  may  eafily  efcape  the 
notice  of  a  perfon  unacquainted  with  it,  as  it  can 
fcarcely  be  difiinguifhed  from  the  found  part,  but  by 
the  inequality  of  furfacet.”  He  adds,  that  under  a 
proper  mode  of  treatment,  “  it  feldom  happens  but 
that  the  febrile  fymptoms  difappear,  the  floughs  come 
off,  and  the  ulcers  are  difpofed  to  heal  in  a  few  days, 
unlefs  it  be  where  mifmanagement  at  firft,  malignity  of 
the  infection,  or  an  unfavourable  conftitution,  have 
one  or  all  contributed  to  increafe  the  difeafe,  and 
to  render  its  confequences  more  lafting  and  mif- 
chievousj.” 

The  difeafe  defcribed  by  Dr.  F.  was  attended  with 
haemorrhage  from  the  nofe,  mouth,  and  ears,  alfb  from 
the  uterus :  fuch  difcharges  of  blood  take  place  in. 
every  variety  of  Scarlatina,  and  in  the  two  latter 
fpecies  are  often  fatal.  He  has  noticed  a  circumftance 


*  Pag.  51. 

f  See  pag.  34,  59,  and  64. 
}  Pag.  67. 
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peculiarly  attributed  to  the  Scarlatina  anginofa  by 
mofl:  writers  on  that  fubjeSi:  Another  fymptom  which 
requires  our  attention  in  the  cure  of  the  difeafe,  is  an 
exceflive  faintnefs,  of  which  they  generally  complain 
foon  after  they  are  taken  ill,  and  continue  to  do  fo,  if 
they  are  fenfible,  till  the  diftemper  begins  to  abate*.” 

The  doflor  has  elucidated  his  obfervations  by  two- 
inllances  (pag.  52,  5b)  in  which  flight  cafes  of  Scar¬ 
latina  anginofa,  feem  to  have  proved  fatal  from  an 
imprudent  ufe  of  bleeding  and  purgatives.  One  of 
the  cafes  fo  treated,  he  fays,  was  apprehended  to  be 
a  common  Scarlet  Fever.” 

He  remarks  in  concluding,  Thus  much,  however,, 
feems  to  be  true  in  fafl^  that  in  fome  cafes,  the  difeafe 
appears  to  be  of  fo  mild  a  nature,  and  fo  benign,  as  to- 
require  but  little  afTiflance  from  art..  Perfons  even- 
recover  from  it  under  the  difadvantagps  of  unlkilfuL 
and  injurious  management ;  whilft,  in  others,,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  fymptoms  is  fo  rapid,  and  the  tendency  to 
corruption  fo  ftrong,  that  nothing  feems  able  to  oppofe 
it.  Juft  as  it  happens  in  the  Small-pox :  the  benign^ 
and  diftind  fort  bears  ill  treatment  without  injury 
in  the  malignant  flux  kind,  the  utmoft  art  and  expe¬ 
rience  are  too  often  infufficient  to  condufl  the  dif¬ 
temper  to  a  happy  iffue.  Whether  this-  diverfity  in. 

*  Pag..s9;  40, 57. 
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the  Sore-throat  we  are  fpeaking  of,  is  owing  to  a 
difference  of  conftitutions,  or  of  feafons,  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  quality  or  quantity  of  the  contagion,  or  the 
manner  of  receiving  it;  or  whether  there  are  in  reality 
diftind  fpecies,  may  perhaps  hereafter  be  more  cer¬ 
tainly  determined*.” 

That  the  difeafe  defcribed  by  Dr.  Fothergill  was  an 
epidemic  Scarlatina  is  further  proved  by  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Cotton  to  Dr.  Mead,  “  On  a  particular  kind  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  prevalent  at  St.  Alban’s  in  the  year 
1748,”  publifhed  about  the  fame  time  as  Dr.  Fothergill’s 
treatifef.  The  difeafe  had  undoubtedly  fpread  from 

London 

»  Pag.  68. 

f  The  influence  of  accidental  circumstances  on  medical  practitioners, 
and  medical  authors,  was  strikingly  exemplified  in  Dr.  Fothergill  and 
Dr.  Cotton.  A  popular  alarm,  first  owing  to  the  sudden  death  of  Mr. 
H.  Pelham’s  two  sons,  on  the  same  daj,  by  a  malignant  Sore-throat 
(Gent.  Mag.  vol.  XXVII.  Nov.  1739-)  and  afterwards  kept  up  through 
reports  of  the  appearance  of  this  supposed  pestilential  distemper  in 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  occasioned  Dr.  F.’s  account  of  it  to  be  read 
with  the  utmost  avidity.  The  title  and  tenor  of  his  publication  so  far  co¬ 
incided  with  current  opinion,  that  he  soon  attained  the  highest  profes¬ 
sional  eminence. — Dr.  Cotton’s  treatise,  on  the  same  subject,  bad  perhaps 
equal  merit  with  regard  to  stile  and  precision  ;  but  as  he  gave  an  old 
appellation  to  a  disease  certainly  not  new,  his  work  attracted  little  atten¬ 
tion,  and  produced  him  no  emolument.  The  doctor  was,  however,  con¬ 
soled 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


323 


London  to  all  the  adjacent  towns  :  and  Dr.  Cotton’s 
narrative  affords  an  opportunity  of  comparing  it’s  ap¬ 
pearances  in  the  country,  with  its  form  in  a  crowded 
metropolis. 

“  The  difeafe  began  at  St.  Alban’s  in  September,  and 
as  ufual,  affe6led  children  more  than  adults.  In  general, 
the  firft  fymptoms  were  ficknefs,  vomiting,  and 
purging.  A  fore  throat  immediately  followed  thefe 
difcharges,  or  fometimes  appeared  along  with  them. 
The  pulfe  was  quick  and  fmall ;  the  thirfl;  intenfe, 
with  a  fenfation  of  burning  heat  on  the  fkin.  The 
tongue  was  often  moifl  and  but  (lightly  furred.  Some 
were  delirious  for  feveral  days  together ;  fome  coma- 
tofe;  .  others  had  continued  watchfulnefs  without  any 
delirium ;  only  a  few  complained  of  headaches  ;  and 
even  fome  of  thofe  who  were  afterwards  moil  delirious 
did  not  complain  of  previous  pain  in  the  head.  Almofl 
all  experienced  a  fudden  lofs  of  flrength,  with  exr 
treme  anxiety  and  dejedion  of  fpirits.  The  eyes 
looked  watery ;  the  countenance  was  bloated,  and 
particularly  the  eye-lids.  In  many,  the  hands,  arms, 

soled,  by  the  visitation  of  his  muse,  and  by  the  comforts  of  his  rural 
“Fire-side.”  He  declined  an  invitation  to  practice  in  London,  con¬ 
sidering  “  the  metropolis  as  a  dangerous  and  stormy  ocean”: — If  we  can 
trust  the  muse,  his  “  search  after  happiness,”  among  calmer  scenes,  was 
not  in  vain. 
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and  neck,  were  fomewhat  tumefied ;  and  fometimes.a 
cough  attended  thefe  fymptoms.  The  tonfils,  parotids 
and  fubmaxillary  glands  fuddenly  fwelled  to  a  confi- 
derable  degree  :  at  the  beginning  of  the  diforder,  ulce¬ 
rations  in  thofe  parts  did  not  conftantly  appear ;  but 
in  fome  cafes,  as  the  difeafe  advanced,  ulcufcula  might 
be  feen  fcattered  about  the  fauces,  being  large  on  the 
tonfils,  though  every  where  fuperficial,  and  covered 
with  a  whitifli  Hough, — The  difeafe  arrived  at  its 
height  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  ;  after  which  it  gra¬ 
dually  declined:  and  the  glandular  tumours  fubfided. 
In  two  or  three  patients,  the  fwelling  of  the  parotids 
remained  a  fortnight  longer,  and  fuppu/ated  largely. 
The  cuticle  fcparated  as  in  other  cafes  of  Scarlet 
Fever.  Many  had  a  fenfation  of  general  forenefs  ; 
the  dejeflion  of  fpirits  like  wife  extended  beyond  the 
difeafe,  and  was  accompanied  with  fingular  pertur¬ 
bations  of  the  mind.” 

The  Scarlet  efflorefcence  appeared,  in  fome, 
over  the  whole  furface  of  the  body,  immediately  on 
the  attack  of  the  difeafe :  in  others,  there  inter¬ 
vened  one  or  more  days  between  the  Hrli  fickening, 
and  the  eruption,  the  rafh  being  fometimes  partial, 
and  gradual  in  it’s  advances.  The  legs  and 
thighs  were  fpotted  up  and  down  with  fpots  of 
various  dimenfions,  fome  as  large  or  larger  than 
'  a  fix- 
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a  (ixpence,  while  the  trunk  of  the  body  was  covered 
with  fuch  an  infinite  number  of  them,  and  fo  clofely 
fet  together,  that,  no  interftices  appearing,  the  body 
was,  in  fome  perfons,  almoft  as  red  as  if  it  had  been 
dipped  in  blood.  In  others,  the  fcarlet  efflorefcence 
was  trifling  as  to  the  degree  of  colour;  afid  fo  very 
(lightly  was  the  fkin  tinged,  that  the  difeafe  was  known 
more  from  the  collateral  fymptoms  than  from  the  efflo¬ 
refcence.  The  fcarlet  efflorefcence  not  only  differed, 
as  to  degree,  in  different  perfons,  but  even  in  the  fame 
patient,  appearing,  on  the  face,  neck,  and  bread,  even 
with  the  fuperficies  of  the  fkin,  eryfipelas-like,  at 
leaf!  fo  far  as  the  eye  could  difcover,  while  on  other 
parts,  the  eruptions  were  prominent,  and  the  cuticle 
felt  rough,  with  all  the  afperity  of  fifh-fkin  that  fpec- 
tacle  cafes  are  made  of.  The  appearance  of  the  efflo¬ 
refcence  feemed  not  to  demand  attention,  fo  far  as 
to  influence  the  method  of  treatment,  fome  being 
very  delirious  with  the  eruption  fully  out  and  intenfely 
red,  and  others  equally  fo  with  the  eruption  fparing 
and  pale.  It  is  a  general  law  in  eruptive  diforders, 
that  the  more  liberally  the  eruption  comes  out,  the 
fecurer  is  the  patient  rendered  thereby  ;  and  yet  fo 
little  did  this  rule  hold  true  in  the  prefent  cafe,  that 
in  two  patients,  who  died,  the  eruption  was  univerfal 
and  florid  to  the  lafl;  and  in  one  of  them,  that  anxietas 
circa  prascordia,  which  is  ufually  mofl  urgent,  in  other 
eruptive  fevers,  before  the  eruption  breaks  out,  was  in 
U  u  this 
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this  cafe  as  exquifite  when,  the  efEorefcence  had  at¬ 
tained  it’s  higheft  colour,  as  before  the  eruption  made 
it’s  appearance.” 

From  this  diverfity  of  fymptoms,  I  have  found 
fome  praftitioners  inclined  to  think,  that  this  difeafe 
could  not  with  propriety  be  called  a  Scarlet  Fever, 
but  I  imagine  that  fuch  difputes  are  about  words  only. 
For  though  there  is  a  confiderable  difference  between 
the  prefent  Scarlet  Fever,  and  that  milder  one  which 
Sydenham  defcribes ;  yet  if  an  increafed  number  of 
fymptoms,  and  a  more  exasperated  degree  thereof, 
would  authorife  a  phylician  to  alter  the  name  of  the 
difeafe,  I  fear  that  confufion  would  be  the  confequence 
of  fuch  a  liberty.  For  the  fame  reafons,  the  Small-pox 
might  fuffer  a  change  of  it’s  name ;  becaufe  there 
is  not  a  greater  difference  between  the  prefent, 
and  any  former  Scarlet  Fever,  than  there  is  between 
Small-pox  and  Small-pox ;  more  efpecially  if  the  com- 
parifon  be  made  between  the  mildefl  degree  of  the 
diftinfl,  and  the  mofl  violent  degree  of  the  confluent 
fort.” 

Dr.  Starr,  a  phylician  at  Lifkard,  Cornwall,  has  de- 
fcribed.  No.  49,  Philofoph.  Tranfaftions,  1749,  the  moft 
virulent  form  of  Scarlatina,  but  under  another  title.  He 
fays,  “  We  have  had  ravaging  among  us  for  fome  time, 
at  certain  feafons,  a  difeafe  formidable  in  it’s  advances, 
and  fatal  in  it’s  confequences.  I  mean  an  occult  An¬ 
gina, 
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gina,  called,  with  fome  propriety,' Morbus  llrangula- 
torius.  Dr.  Fothergill’s  Sore-throat  with  ulcers,  and 
Dr.  Cotton’s  St.  Alban’s  Scarlet  Fever,  &c.  are  but  it’s 
fhadows.  Many  pariflies  have  felt  it’s  cruelty,  and 
whole  families  of  children  (whence  it’s  contagious 
nature  is  but  too  evident)  have  by  it’s  fucceflive  at¬ 
tacks  been  fwept  off. — Few,  very  few,  have  efcaped.” 
“  They  complained,  on  the  firfl  attack,  of  fwellings  of 
the  glands,  as  tdnfils,  parotids,  fubmaxillary,  and  fub- 
iingual  glands,  but  frequently  of  no  great  importance  ; 
fome,  from  an  internal  tumour,  have  had  a  large  ex¬ 
ternal  oedematous  fwelling  of  the  fubcutaneous  and 
cellular  tunic,  from  the  chin  down  to  the  thyroid  gland, 
and  up  the  fide  of  the  face.  In  one  cafe,  the  tumour 
broke  in  the  fauces,  but  inflead  of  a  laudable  pus, 
fome  ounces  of  coffee-coloured,  exceeding  fetid  mat¬ 
ter  were  fpit  off; — the  man  recovered.” 

“  A  foetor  oris  is  ufually  an  early  fymptom :  not  a 
few  had  gangrenous  (loughs  in  their  mouths,  perhaps 
fo  early  that  the  diforder  was  fcarce  complained  of 
till  the  flough  was  formed.  Others,  without  any  of 
the  preceding  fymptoms,  have  only  complained  of  a 
(light  pain  in  fwallpwing,  fucceeded  with  a  hot  flefh, 
feverifh  pulfe,  a  (hort,  low,  becking,  hoarfe  cough, 
which  fooner  or  later  was  productive  of  a  difficult, 
noify,  and  (Irangulating  refpiration*.” 

*  Dr.  S.  adds,  «  I  never  saw  one  in  tliis  disorder  attacked  with  deli¬ 
rium.” 
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“  Some  had  corrolive  puftules  in  the  groin,  and 
about  the  anus,  eating  quick  and  deep,  and  threatening 
mortification,  even  in  the  beginning.  In  others,  after 
a  few  days  illnefs,  numbers  of  the  worfl;  and  deepeft 
petechi®  broke  out  in  various  parts  of  their  body. — 
A  child  here  and  there  had  red  pufiuies  on  the  nape  of 
the  neck,  which  threw  oflF  a  furprifmg  quantity  of  thin 
tranfparent  ichor,  vaftly  glutinous  when  dry.  Thefe, 
if  pultifed  or  drawn  with  colewort  leaves,  were  fuc- 
eeeded  by  a  thick  fpreading  Dough.  Nearly  the  fame 
appearance  took  place  where  blitters  had  been  ap¬ 
plied.” 

“  There  were  large  whitifh  membranous  bodies  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  tonfils,  velum  pendulum  palati,  perhaps 
to  the  trachea,  and  often  forced  up  by  the  cough  with 
great  relief.” — Thefe  Dr.  Starr  at  firft  thought  were  of 
the  fame  nature  as  the  external  Houghs.  He  afterwards 
changed  his  opinion,  and  in  his  ftatement  to  the  Royal 
Society,  accounts  for  “  the  mortality  of  the  difeafe,  and 
the  great  difficulty  of  it’s  cure,”  by  obferving,  that  in 
one  cafe  “  the  mucous  coat  of  the  velum  pendulum, 
with  much  adhering  flime,  was  feparated”,  and  that 
in  another,  “  the  mucous  coat  of  part  of  the  larynx, 
[and  of^  the  whole  of  the  afpera  arteria,  \vith  the  grand 
divifion  of  the  bronchial  ramifications,”  was  drawn  out 
by  a  thumb  and  finger.  The  patient  furvived  twenty- 
four  hours,  “  and  died  in  the  end  fomewhat  fuddenly, 
though  in  his  perfe£l  fenfes.”  An  accurate  engraving 
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reprefents  the  fize  and  form  of  what  Dr.  S.  calls  the 
feparated  membranes,  which,  however,  feem  to  have 
been  nothing'  more  than  condenfed,  adhering  mucus*. 
Vol.  NLVI.  Tab.  I.  Fig.  1  and  2. 

A  malignant,  ulcerated  Sore-throat,  with  an  efflo- 
refcence  on  the  flcin,  appeared  in  fome  parts  of 
Holland,  about  the  fame  time  as  the  difeafe,  which 
was  the  fubject  of  Dr,  Fothergill’s,  Dr.  Cotton’s,  and 
Dr.  Starr’s  publications.  Profeifor  De  Haen,  wha 
was  then  refident  at  the  Hague,  conlidered  this  fever 
to  be  a  variety  of  the  Scarlatina  mentioned  by  Syden¬ 
ham.  He  fays,  Anno  J748  &  1749,  peffima  Scarlatina 
Hagse  Batavorum  fuit,  cum  valida  angini  inchoans, 
plurimofq  •,  infantes,  turn  et  benfe  multos  juvenes  atq  j 
adultos  occidens,  imd  fauces,  carnefque  buccarum, 
in  ulcera  maligna,  olfa  maxillarum  in  cariem,  con- 

*  See  SanJifort’s  Thesaurus,  tom.  II.  pag.  352.  “  Anat.  &  chir:  Pro¬ 
fessor,  Rolandus  Marlin,  inf'antem,  qiii  hoc  decesserat  morbo,  dissecuit: 
— Asperam  arteriam  inths,  undique,  singular!  inductam  membrana  obser- 
vavit,  quatn  sponte  ferci  nexn  omni  solutam,  peculiaris  tubi  instar,  e  <- 
traxit,  crassiore,  grisea,  et  ex  putradine  laciniosS.,  qua  cavutn  sui  spec- 
tabat,  qua  verb  asperaj  arteriae  adhaeserat,  sanguineo-purpure^.  Quo 
longius  in  pulmones  descenderet,  eo  pallidioris  fuit  ruboris,  et  in  subti- 
lissiinis  quidem  bvoncbiorum  ramis  prorsus  albicans,  speciem  praibuit 
inembranas,  qu£B  ovi  putainen  inlus  investit  j  quacunque  verb  se  exten- 
deret,  evidenter  a  membranS  bronchiis  propria  distingui  potuisse  judi- 
cavit  vir  acutissiinus.  Pulmones  non  fuerunt  inflammati,  neque  ulli. 
ratione  leesi,  ut  suffocatione  infantem  periisse  constaret. 
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vertens,.  fimiliaque  etiam  producens  in  cruribus.  Non- 
nunquara  parotis,  nonjuvans,  fed  indurefcens,  aderat*." 

Our  fetdements  in  north  America  fuffered  dread¬ 
fully,  from  the  fame  caufe,  between  the  years  174b  and 
1760,  as  appears  from  fome  obfervations  publilhed,  in 
1769,  by  *‘John  Kearfley,  jun.  Practitioner  of  Phyfic 
at  Philadelphia”f : 

In  the  fpring,  fummer,  and  autumn  174b,  and 
during  part  of  the  winter,  a  difeafe,  fince  called  by  the 
learned  Huxham,  Fothergill,  and  others,  Angina  ma¬ 
ligna,  or  the  putrid  and  ulcerated  Sore-throat,  prevailed 
in  this  and  the  neighbouring  provinces,  and  fpread  it- 
felf  with  mortal  rage,  in  oppofition  to  the  united  en¬ 
deavours  of  the  faculty.  Like  moft  new  J  difeafes, 
till  their  conftitution  and  nature  are  known,  it  fwept 
away  all  before  it ;  it  baffled  every  attempt  to  flop  it’s 
progrefs,  and  feemed,  by  it’s  dire  effeCls,  to  be  more 
like  the  drawn  fword  of  vengeance  to  hop  the  growth 
of  the  colonies,  than  the  natural  progrefs  of  difeafe» 

*  Theses  sistent.  Febr.  divisiones,  pag.  25.  About  the  same  time  the 
Scarlatina,  ink’s  mildest  form,  extended  through  an  adjoining  province 
(Guelderland),  the  account  of  which  may  be  found  in  De  Goi  ter.  Prax. 
Med.  tom.  II. 

t  See  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  XXXIX.  pag.  521. 

I  The  impropiety  of  this  epithet  will  appear  from  the  statements, 
pag.  312,  314. 
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In  the  New  England  governments,  the  ftroke  was  felt 
with  great  fe verity  :  villages  were  almoft  depopulated, 
and  parents  were  left  to  bewail  the  lofs  of  their  tender 
offspring.  This  difeafe  as  it  appeared  then,  and  fince 
within  thefe  few  years”  (i.  e.  before  1769),  **  had  moft 
of  thofe  fymptoms  to  charaflerize  it,  which  the  learned 
gentlemen  above  mentioned  have  handed  down  to  us.” 

Similar  epidemics  were  noted,  within  the  fame  pe¬ 
riod,  by  Dr.  Wall,  Dr.  Johnftone,  Dr.  Ruffel,  and 
others,  in  different  parts  of  Britain. 

Dr.  Wall  *  in  a  hiftory  of  the  ulcerated  Sore-throaty 
obferves,  “  The  difeafe  appeared  in  fome  parts  of  this 
county  (Worceflerfhire  and  Warwickfhire),  chiefly  in 
low  fituations,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1748. 
It  then  went  generally  under  the  name  of  the  Scarlet 
Fever,  the  complaint  in  the  throat  not  being  much 
attended  to,  or  at  leaft  looked  upon  only  as  an  acci¬ 
dental  fymptom.”  When  this  difeafe  appeared  at 
Kidderminftcr  in  1749,  it  was  found  by  Dr.  Johnftone 
to  coincide  perfetlly  with  the  ulcerous  Sore-throat 
defcribed  by  Dr.  Fothergill. 

The  Angina  epidemica,  peftilens,  or  gangraenofa,  feen 

*  Medical  Tracts,  and  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  vol.  XXI.  pag..497. 


many 


332 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


many  *  times,  in  London,  by  Dr.  R.  Ruffel,  before  the 
year  1752,  was  attended  with  a  fcarlet  efBorefcence 
(eruptiones  fcarlatinae)  in  fome  cafes,  partial,  in  others, 
fpreading  over  the  whole  furface  of  the  body.  He  has 
noticed  the  ftrong  tendency  to  gangrene  +  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  but  remarks,  “  Atque  ego  quidem,  fi  eruptio  ifta 
mitior  vifa  fit,  raorbum  a  Febre  Scarlatina  vix  quidquam 
difcrepare  inveni,  nifi  fort^  quod  color  macularum 
magis  pupureus  fit,  et  petechiarum  fpeciem  asmuletur.” 

Prof.  Cullen,  following  Sauvages  and  other  nofo- 
logifts,  has  mifplaced  the  fpecies  Cynanche  malignaj. 
His  defeription  of  the  rafh,  conneded  with  it,  is  evi¬ 
dently  taken  from  the  Scarlatina,  and  does  not  apply  to 
any  other  difeafe||.  He  acknowledges,  indeed,  that 


*  Memoria  mca,  bis,  iteiumque,  morbuni  hunc  accessisse,  et  mox 
pro  tempore  se  subduxisse,  recordatus  sum  ;  pag.  ]05. — One  of  these  ap¬ 
pearances  must  have  coincided  with  the  epidemic  Sore-throat  described 
by  Dr.  FothergiJi. 

t  Tonsillas  autem  putrida  ulcuscula  occupant,  etquod  minimi  dubito, 
tanquam  nigrae  quaedam  aphthae  per  universum  tubum  aliuienlarium  in 
phirimis  casibus  superveniunt.  Pag.  106. 

Partes  circa  tonsillas,  et  laryngem  nigres.cunt  saepissim^,  et  gangraena 
tentanlur.  CEcon.  Nat.  in  Morb.  Gland,  pag.  107. 

Pessimus  hujus  morbi  status  eisdem  casibus  patet  quibus  et  Erysipelas, 
et  ad  ejus  naturam  accedere  vlderi  potest.  Pag.  108. 

J  First  Lines  of  the  Practice  of  Physic,  §  306. 

11  §  664,  665. 
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**  the  fcarlet  eruption  appears  on  the  fkin  under  the 
fame  form  in  both  difeafes/’  and  adds,  that  “  he  had 
five  or  fix  times  feen  the  angina  maligna  united  with 
the  common  Scarlatina”  ;  alfo  “  that  in  different  epi¬ 
demic  conflitutions,  fometimes  one  difease  predomi¬ 
nated,  fometimes  the  other.” 

It  may  therefore  be  concluded,  that  no  Britifh  author 
has  yet  defcribed  any  epidemical,  and  contagious 
Sore-throat,  except  that  which  attends  the  Scarlet 
Fever*,  as  above  flated,  page  262,  275.  The  title 
"  Angina  maligna”  would  have  applied  with  equal,  if 
not  with  more  propriety,  to  the  Sore-throat  connected 
with  a  different  fpecies  of  contagion,  viz.  that  of  the 
Typhus,  or  malignant  Fever,  originating  in  the  habi¬ 
tations  of  the  poor,  where  no  attention  is  paid  to 
eleanlinefs  and  ventilation,  The  Fever,  and  Sore- 

*  This  inference,  though  now  generally  made  by  practitioners,  has  been 
admitted  slowly,  and  with  great  reluctance.  Dr.  Russel,  notwithstanding 
Dr.  Cotton’s  previous  remarks  (page  .^26),  and  the  strong  bias  of  his 
own  mind  to  draw  the  conclusion,  still  hesitated  :  see  above,  page  S32. 
Even  Dr.  Heberden  speaks  doubtingly  on  the  subject ;  at  least  he  uses 
the  qualifying  expressions  Long^  verisimillimum,”  “  proculdubih,” 
"  ni  fallor,”  “  judicet  lector,”  istc.  and  terminates  his  observations  by  a 
sort  of  compromise;  “  Verhm,  “utmaximi  fuerint  hi  morbi  diversi,  meo 
quidem  judicio,  utriusque  curatio  eadem  esse  debet;  si  exceperis  ilia  re¬ 
media,  quae,  ut  quibusdam  visum  est,  faucibus  sunt  admovenda.”  Com¬ 
ment,  page  21,  25. 
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throat,  are  fometiraes  communicated  together*,  but 
the  difcafe  thus  complicated  does  not  become  epide¬ 
mical  like  the  Scarlatina,  nor  is  it  attended  with  any 
eruption  except  petechiae.  It  is  often  fatal,  but  not 
at  fo  early  a  period  as  the  Scarlatina  maligna ;  it  may 
alfo  be  repeatedly  received,  whereas  the  Scarlatina 
occurs  but  once  in  the  fame  perfon. 

Since  the  year  1760,  more  correfl  accounts  of 
the  Scarlatina,  and  it’s  varieties,  have  been  given  by 
many  eminent  authors,  particularly  by  Plenciz,  at 
Vienna,  in  the  year  1762;  by  Angelo  Zulatti,  at  Ce- 
falonia,  1763  (Giornale  di  Medicina,  t.  II.  No.  29.  di 
Pietro  Ortefchi) ;  by  Sauvages,  at  Montpelier,  1765;  by 
Dr.  Grant,  in  London,  1769;  by  deHaen,  at  Vienna,  1770 
and  1771 ;  by  Doftors  Eichel,  Bang,  Meza,  and  Aalkow, 
at  Copenhagen,  and  by  Prof.  Lorry,  at  Paris,  1777; 
by  Dr.  Levifon,  in  London,  1777-8;  by  Dr.  Withering 
and  Dr.  Johnhone,  at  Birmingham,  Stourbridge,  &c. 
1778;  by  Dr.  Clark,  at  Newcaflle,  iyj8-g  ;  by  Prof, 
Rufb,  at  Philadelphia,  1783 ;  by  Dr.  Ja.  Sims,  at  Lon¬ 
don,  1786. — All  thefe  defcriptions  of  the  Scarlatina, 

^  Solet  prieterea  pestilens  hnjusmorbi  malignisas  fauces  invadere,  et 
ar  giuosos  effectus  efficere,.  tonsillaram  tumores,  cancrosa  ulcera,  aph^ 
uias,  gulaj  resolutiones,  et  similia,  Petr,  a  Gastro,  De  Febj'.  ma]ig.  punc- 
ticulari  (§XXII.  page  232.)  Norimbergse,  1.652.  See  also  Ramazzini, 
Con&tit.  ann.  I691-4,  §  XX.  and  my  Reports  on  the  Diseases  in.  London, 
Pref.  St  page  131.. 
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occurring  epidemically  at  different  times,  and  in 
diflrerent  climates,  agree  more  nearly  than  might  have 
been  expected.  I  may  add  that  they  coincide  with  my 
own  obfervations,  fo  far  as  to  juftify  the  diftinftions  I 
have  made  in  this  difeafe. 

It  is  needlefs  to  review  the  entire  treatife  written  on 
the  fubje^  by  Plenciz,  He  feems  to  confider  the 
dropfical  ftate  which  fucceeds  the  Scarlatina  anginofa, 
as  more  dangerous  than  the  fever  itself,  an  obfervation 
not  agreeing  with  the  experience  of  others. 

The  epidemic  in  Gefalonia  did  not  referable  the  dif¬ 
eafe  defcribedby  Aretceus,  and  Aetius  (page  284-7),  but 
was  a  mild  Scarlatina  anginofa,  chiefly  remarkable  for 
a  prodigious  difcharge  of  intefiinal  worms  (lumbrici) 
from  the  flomach  as  well  as  the  bowels*". 

Sauvages’s  account  is  short :  “  Hac  sedate  Monfpelii 
viget  apud  infantes  Scarlatina,  in  qu4  totus  truncus 
intenfe  rubet  cum  voce  rauc4,  et  angin4  ulccrofa,  im6 
in  quibufdam  gangrsenofil.  Nofol.  Med.  Cl.  III.  9.  6. 

M 

Dr.  Grant  defcribes  the  Scarlatina  anginofa  under 
the  title  “  Angina  eryfipelatofa,”  and  carefully  diftin- 
guilhes  it  from  the  Angina  maligna.  He  fays,  “  The 

*  See  Giorual.  di  Mcdicin.  t.  II.  29. 
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pain  in  the  head,  and  down  both  fides  of  the  neck,  is 
common  to  both  ;  the  feel  as  of  pepper  in  the  throat, 
the  anxiety,  refllelfnefs,  and  oppreffion,  are  limilar  in 
both  ;  the  purple  colour  of  the  parts  firft  affefted,  the 
rednefs  or  flufhing  of  the  fkin,  and  the  fwelling  of  the 
hands  and  fingers,  I  have  alfo  feen  in  the  Angina  eryfi- 
pelatofa.  In  carefully  comparing  thefe  two  difeafes, 
at  the  fame  time  in  different  fubjefls,  I  obferved  that 
the  fpecks  in  the  Angina  maligna  were  more  like  a 
fmall  ulcer,  the  edges  round  the  fpecks  thicker,  and  as 
if  they  were  more  circumfcribed,  the  hough  thick  and 
quite  opake  ;  the  fkin  all  round,  although  difcoloured, 
is  not  excoriated  :  whereas  the  other  is  a  true  eryfi- 
pelas,  and  general  excoriation  as  far  as  it  extends;  upon 
which  are  to  be  feen,  in  different  places,  broad  patches 
of  a  thin,  grey,  film,  which  gradually  fpread,  but  do 
not  feller  and  undermine  as  the  ulcers  of  the  Angina 
maligna  do.  Although  the  tonfils  are  fwelled  in  both, 
yet  the  oblong  external  fwellings  at  the  horns  of  the 
hyoides  were  mofl  confiderable  in  the  Angina  maligna: 
fo  that  the  Angina  eryfipelatofa  is  a  large  excoriated 
furface,  full  of  fmall,  red,  angry  papillae,  and  covered 
here  and  there  with  a  grey  film  of  irregular  fhape  and 
fize*.”  Dr.  Grant  concludes  that  this  Angina  eryfi¬ 
pelatofa  is  the  fame  difeafe  as  the  Febris  anginofa  of 
Huxham:  See  page  314.  From  one  of  his  cafes  it  alfo 

*  Grant  on  Fevers,  vol.  II.  isg.  See  the  cases  which  e.xhibit  several 
varieties  of  the  Scarlatina. 
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appears  that  the  Angina  erylipelatofa  and  Angina  ma¬ 
ligna  may  be  produced  by  the  fame  contagion.  P.  136. 

De  Haen  furnifhes  a  cafe  in  which  two  perfons  of  • 
the  fame  family  were  alFefted  with  the  fimple  Scar¬ 
latina,  while  the  reft  had  the  Scarlatina  anginofa  with 
different  degrees  of  malignity.  He  repeats  the  ob- 
fervations  made  at  the  Hague,  in  1748,  refpedting  the 
peculiar  virulence  of  this  difeafe:  “Tanta  eft  frequenter 
ejus  pravitas,  ut  in  gangrasnam  fphacelumque,  et  fauces 
convertat,  et  buccas,  et  linguam,  offa  in  cariem  vel  dif- 
folutionem,  univerfum  cruorem  in  mephitim*.” 

The  Danifh  phyficians  noticed  three  varieties  of  the 
Scarlatina,  at  Copenhagen,  in  the  year  1777.  In  the 
hrft,  an  efflorefcence  took  place  over  the  whole  furface 
of  the  body  :  the  difeafe  affeded  children,  and  feldom 
continued  more  than  four  days  :  fometimes,  however, 
it  terminated  by  a  difcharge  from  the  ear,  or  by  in¬ 
dolent  fwellings  of  the  parotid  glands,  which  fuppu- 
rated,  and  proved  fatal  after  five  or  fix  weeks.  In  the 
fecond  fpecies,  the  throat  was  much  inflamed  and 
fwelled,  and  the  eruption  appeared  on  the  fecond, 
third,  or  fourth  day,  in  red  patches  of  different  forms, 
chiefly  about  the  joints.  In  the  third  fpecies,  the 

*  Rat.  Medend.  Contin.  p.  44.  Cas.  4.  &  page  1S4.  See  above,  page 
329.  Compare  Kerchvogel.  Diar.  Med.  Pract,  cap.  3.  page  2g. 
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throat  was  afFefted  without  any  eruption  on  the  ikin. 
See  Aft.  Med.  Soc.  Havnienfis,  vol.  II. 

Prof.  Lorry’s  elaborate  hiftory  of  this  difeafe,  which 
he  calls  an  “univerfal  Eryfipelas,”  is  given  in  the  Hift. 
de  la  Societ6  Royale  de  Medicine,  tom.  II.  and  very 
nearly  coincides  with  the  account  quoted  from-  Bal- 
lonius,  above,  page  292-3. 

Dr.  Withering,  after  dating  the  ufual  appearances 
of  the  difeafe,  thus  defcvibes  the  “  fatal  form  which  it 
too  frequently  aflumed.  “  In  children,  the  delirium 
commenced  within  a  few  hours  after  the  Erii  feizure. 
The  flelh  was  intenfely  hot ;  the  fcarlet  colour  appeared 
on  the  firft  or  fecond  day,  and  they  died  very  early  on 
the  third.  In  others'  ivho  efcaped  this  rapid  termi¬ 
nation,  when  the  fcarlet  colour  turned  to  brown,  and 
their  recovery  might  have  been  expefted,  the  pulfe  ftill 
remained  feeble  and  quick,  the  fkin  became  dry  and 
harih,  the  mouth  parched,  the  lips  chopped  and  black; 
the  tongue  hard,  dry,  and  dark  brown;  the  eyes  heavy 
and  funk :  they  exprelTed  an  averfion  to  all  food,  and 
extreme  unealinefs  upon  the  lead  motion  or  dif- 
turbance.  Thus  they  laid  for  feveral  days,  nothing 
feeming  to  afford  them  any  relief.  At  length  a  clear, 
amber-coloured  matter  difcharged  in  great  quantities 
from  the  hoflrils,  or  the  ears,  or  both,  and  continued  fo 
to  discharge  for  many  days.  Sometimes  this  difcharge 
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had  more  the  appearance  of  pus  mixed  with  mucus. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  when  the  patients  did  re¬ 
cover,  it  was  very  flowly :  but  they  generally  lingered 
for  a  month  or  fix  weeks  frotn  the  firfl;  attack,  and  died 
at  length  of  extreme  debility.” 

“  In  adults,  the  rapidity  of  the  fever,  the  delirium. 
See.  was  fuch  that  they  died  upon  the  fourth  or  fifth 
day,  eipecially  if  a  purging  fupervened.  Some  furvived 
to  the  eighth,  or  to  the  eleventh  day  :  in  all  thefe  the 
throat  was  but  little  affedled  :  the  eyes  had  an  uncom¬ 
mon  red  appearance,  not  that  ftreaky  rednefs  which  is 
evidently  occafioned  by  the  velfels  of  the  cornea  being 
injected  with  red  blood,  but  an  equable  Alining  red¬ 
nefs,  refembling  that  which  we  remark  in  the  eye  of  a 
ferret.  But  notwithftanding  this  morbid  appearance 
in  the  eye,  the  dronged  light  was  not  Offenfive,  This 
rednefs  might  often  be  difeovered  by  lifting  up  the 
upper  eyelid,  fome  hours  before  it  (hewed  itfelf  in  the 
part  of  the  eye  that  is  ufually  vifible ;  and  it  was  of 
fome  confequence  to  attend  to  this  cirCiimfiancef  as  it 
greatly  influenced  the  event  of  the  cafe/” 

“  Thefe  patients  were  extremely  reftlefs,  clamorous, 
and  defirous  to  drink;  but  after  fwallowing  one  or 
two  mouthfuls,  upon  taking  another,  they  fedmed  to 
forget  to  fwallow,  and  let  it  run  out  at  the  corners 
of  the  mouth;  whilft  others  fpurted  it  Out  with  con- 
fiderable  force,  and  were  very  angry  if  urged  to  drink 
again.  In  thefe  cafes,  the  fcarlet  colour  appeared  very 
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loon  after  the  attack,  but  in  an  unfettled  irregular 
manner,  large  blotches  of  red  intermixing  with  others 
of  white,  and  thefe  often  changing  places. — Belides  the 
full  fcarlet  colour  defcribed  above,  there  were  fre¬ 
quently  fmall  circular  fpots  of  a  livid  colour,  about  the 
breaft,  knees,  and  elbows.  The  pulfe  from  the  very 
beginning  was  fo  quick,  fo  feeble,  and  fo  irregular,  that 
it  was  hardly  poflible  to  count  it  for  half  a  minute  at  a 
time, — : — It  is  needlefs  to  add,  that  the  greater  part  of 
thofe  who  laboured  under  thefe  dreadful  fymptoms 
died.  A  few  recovered,  and  others  fell  into  a  ftate  of 
debility  bordering  upon  ideotifm,  from  which  they 

were  refcued  by  time  and  generous  living. - ^In  one 

patient,  a  man,  the  jaw  was  fo  perfedly  locked  upon  the 
third  day,  that  it  was  impolTible  to  get  any  thing  down 
his  throat;  and  he  died  early  upon  the  fifth  day.” 
Page  i8,  21. 

I  met  with  a  cafe  fimilar  to  the  lafl;  recorded  by  Dr. 
Witjiering.  A  man  thirty-two  years  of  age  was  affefted 
with  the  Scarlet  Fever,  May  24,  iy86.  His  throat  was,  on 
the  26th,  fo  much  fwelled  and  fo  painful,  that  he  was 
unable  to  drink  ;  foon  afterwards  his  jaw  was  com¬ 
pletely  locked:  he  became  delirious,  and  died  fud- 
denly  on  the  28th  in  the  night. 

Df.  Johnftone,  in  1778,  obferves*,  ”  The  fcarlet 

*  Remarks  on  the  Angina,  and  Scarlet  Fever,  of  1788.  Mem.  of  Med. 
Soc.  vol.  III.  page  355. 
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eruption  was  a  much  more  frequent  fymptom,  and 
attendant  of  this  difeafe,  than  it  used  to  be  when  I  firft 
became  acquainted  with  it^  near  thirty  years  ago ;  (Sec 
above,  page  331).  The  patients’  fever  and  dangerous 
fymptoms  generally  ran  high  in  proportion  as  the 
efflorefcence  was  more  or  lefs  diffufed,  and  of  a  deeper 
eryfipelatous  red  colour.  The  patient,  for  the  moft 
part,  vomited,  and  was  purged,  on  the  firft  day  of 
feizure :  the  efflorefcence  appeared  on  the  fecond, 
and  about  the  fourth  day,  began  to  difappear ;  though 
it  fometimes  both  appeared  later,  and  continued  longha* 
The  palate,  and  glands  of  the  throat  were  intenfely 
red,  and  fwelled  in  the  fame  degree  with  the  face,  and 
other  parts  of  the  body.  White  ulcers  often  appeared 
from  the  very  beginning,  on  the  tonfils,  uvula,  and  pa¬ 
late,  and  a  thin  acrid  ichor  flowed  from  the  eyes  and 
noftrils.  But  the  ulcers,  and  this  ichorous  running, 
were  more  generally  obfervable  about  the  third  or 
fourth  day,  or  later;  and  when  the  difeafe  took  a  fa¬ 
vourable  turn,  health  began  to  return  after  the  fixth  or 
feventh  day  ;  if  otherwife,  the  patient  died  about  that 
time.” 

In  the  populous  town  of  Newcaftle,  during  the  fame 
year.  Dr.  Clark  obferved,  and  has  deferibed,  a  Scar¬ 
latina,  with  the  ufual  varieties,  which  it  exhibits  when 
it  is  epidemical.  He  fays  that  Some  patients  had  an 
Y  y  eryfipe- 
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eryfipelatous  inflammation  of  the  throat  without  ulce¬ 
ration  :  others  had  ulcerations  of  the  tonfils  without 
any  ralh;  and  fome  had  the  fcarlet  eruption  and  fever,, 
without  any  afleflion  of  the  throat*.” 

“  When  the  difeafe  was  malignant,  the  floughs  in- 
creafed  ;  the  maxillary  and  parotid  glands  fweiled ;  the 
eyes  became  dull  and  heavy  ;  the  face  and  neck  were 
often  bloated  and  oedematous  ;  and  the  patient  either 
laboured  under  inquietude,  delirium,  or  coma.  In  the 
milder  cafes,  after  the  (kin  began  to  peel  off,  the  fever 
fubflded,  the  ulcerations  healed,  and  the  patients  were 
fpeedily  reftored  to  health.  Several,  however,  who 
bad  the  difeafe  in  a  mild  manner,  fell  into  anafarcous 
fwellings,  and  the  true  hydrops  pulmonis,  or  dropfy 
of  the  cellular  fubftance  of  the  lungs.  Some,  after 
fliewing  figns  of  recovery,  kept  drooping,  and  though 
free  from  fever  in  the  day-time,  pafled  hot  and  reftlefs 
nights.  In  fuch  cafes,  the  countenance  looked  pale, 
the  face  puffy,  and  the  maxillary  or  lymphatic  glands 
of  the  neck  continued  fwollen.  Pale  thin  matter  ran 
from  the  nofe  and  ears  ;  and  at  laft  fuppuration  took 
place  in  the  euftachian  tube,  which  deflroyed  the 
tympanum  ;  and  fome  patients  loll  the  auditory  bones. 
When  the  lick  applied  late  for  afliftance,  the  inflam¬ 
mation  communicated  to  the  trachea  and  lungs,  occar 
Honing  hoarfenefs,  incelTant  cough,  wheezing  and 

*  Compare  Dr.  Iluxham,  page  1  U. 
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rattling  respiration.  •  I  faw  feveral  miferable  objeCts, 
who  had  furvived  to  the  fourteenth  day,  with  ulce¬ 
rations  which  had  perforated  the  velum  pendulum, 
and  with  excoriations  of  the  mouth,  lips,  and  parts 
near  the  anus.  The  length  of  the  difcafe  was  uncer¬ 
tain  :  there  was  feldom  any  fenfible  crifis.  Some  foon 
recovered :  others  had  no  -favourable  fign  till  the 
twelfth  or  lixteenth  day.  Five  only,  that  I  attended, 
died  on  the  eighth  day,  four  on  the  ninth,  and  in  all 
the  other  cafes  which  proved  fatal,  the  patients  pro- 
tra61;ed  their  miferable  exiftence  to  the  thirteenth, 
fifteenth,  fixteenth,  feventeenth,  and  fometimes  to  the 
nineteenth  day  of  the  difeafe,  when  it  was  not  fuc- 
ceeded  by  dropfical  fwelUngs.  Soon  after  death,  the 
bodies  of  all  thofe  whom  I  examined  became  of  a  livid 
or  violet  hue  ;  and  putrid  gore  fometimes  iifued  from 
the  mouth  and  noftrils.”  Page  210. 

Dr.  Clark  has  given  a  tabular  view  of  the  cafes  undei 
his  care  in  3778  and  1779,  from  which  it  appears,  that 
children  under  ten  years  of  age  were  moft  liable  to 
the  difeafe*;  that  under  twenty  years  of  age,  the 
number  of  males  and  females  was  almoft  equal :  but 
that  above  this  period,  the  number  of  females  greatly 
exceeded  that  of  the  malest ;  a  circumftance  which  may 
be  eafily  accounted  for,  when  it  is  confidered  that  the 

*  See  Dr. 'Withering,  page  25. 

t  Compare  Dr.  Situs,,  page  43S.  ■  ,  .  ,  1, 
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former  were  more  expofed  to  contagion,  from  being 
employed  in  attending  the  lick. 


TABLE. 


Ages, 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Months. 

1778. 

Under  1  Year 

6 

1 

7 

June  ...  14 

From  I  to  10 

44 

47 

91 

July  ...  6 

10  to  20 

12 

13 

25 

August  ..18 

20  to  30 

4 

14 

18 

September  33 

30  to  40 

0 

2 

2 

October  .  34 

40  to  50 

0 

3 

3 

November  12 

December  15 

1799. 

January  ,  2 
February  ‘  I 
March  .  .  5 
April  ...  1 
June  ...  4 
August  .  .  1 

66 

80 

146 

146 

He  obferves  further,  that  of  131  patients,  75  had  the 
Scarlet  Fever  with  a  mild  ulcerated  Sore-throat ;  that 
in  33,  the  difeafe  occurred  with  every  diftinguifliing 
fymptom  of  the  Angina  maligna ;  and  that,  in  23  cafes, 
it  was  fucceeded  by  dropfy.  He  adds,  with  propriety, 
“  When  it  is  confidered  that  great  numbers  had  the 
diftemper  in  fuch  a  mild  manner  as  to  require  no  me¬ 
dical 
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dical  afliftance,  and  that  application  was  only  made  for 
the  advice  of  a  phyfician,  when  the  patients  were 
feverely  attacked,  perhaps  the  malignant  cafes  ought 
not  to  be  eflimated  higher  than  as  one  to  twenty,  in  all 
who  took  the  difeafe.” 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  number  of  cafes 
which  occurred,  under  the  different  forms  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  in  my  own  pradice,  during  the  year  1786. 

TABLE. 


Scarlatina 

simplex. 

Scarlatina 

anginosa. 

Scarlatina 

maligna. 

Sore-tbroatwitbout 

eruption  on  the  skin 

178d. April.  .  . 

0 

3  .  .  . 

May  .  .  . 

6 

lO  .  .  . 

2  .  .  .  . 

June  .  .  . 

4 

12  .  .  . 

1  .  .  .  . 

4  . 

.  June. 

July  .  .  . 

S 

JJ  .  .  . 

1  .  .  .  . 

3  . 

.  July. 

August  . 

1 

17  .  .  . 

4  .  .  .  . 

4  . 

.  August. 

September 

2 

29  .  .  . 

9  .  .  .  . 

12  . 

.  September. 

October  . 

3 

24  .  .  . 

5  .  .  .  . 

7  . 

.  October. 

November  0 

38  .  .  . 

12  ...  . 

10  . 

.  November. 

December  0 

8  .  .  . 

5  .  .  .  . 

2  . 

.  December. 

Total 

18 

152  1 

39 

42 

f  251 

In  Dr.  Rufh’s  Medical  Inquiries  and  Obfervations, 
we  are  informed  that  “  After  great  and  fudden  changes 
of  temperature  during  the  fummer  of  1783,  the  Scar¬ 
latina  anginofa  became  generally  epidemic  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  in  the  month  of  September.  In  mod  of  the  patients 
who  were  affeded  by  it,  it  came  on  with  a  chillinefs 

and 
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and  ficknefs  at  the  ftomach,  or  a  vomiting,  which  laft,” 
he  fays,  “  was  fo  invariably  pre'fent,.  that  it  was  with 
me  a  pathognomonic  fign  -of  the  difeafe.  The  matter 
difcharged  from  the  domach  was  always  bile.” 

“  The  fwelling  of  the  throat  was  in  fome  inftances 
fo  great,  as  to  produce  a  difficulty  of  fpeaking,  fwallow- 
ing,  or  breathing.  In  a  few  inftances,  the  fpeech  was 
accompanied  by  a  fqueaking  voice,  refembling  that 
which,  attends  the  Cynanche  trachealis.  The  ulcers  on 
the  tongue  were  deep,  and  covered  with  white,  and  in 
fome  infiances  with  black  Houghs.  In  feveral  cafes 
there  was  a  difcharge  of  a  thick  mucus  from  the  nofe, 
from  the  beginning;  but  it  oftener  occurred  in  the 
decline  of  the  difeafe,  which  moft  frequently  happened 
on  the  fifth  day.” 

“  I  faw  two  cafes  of  eruption  without  a  fingle  fymp- 
tom  of  fore-throat.  The  face  in  one  of  thofe  patients 
was  fwelled  as  in  the  Eryfipelas.  In  the  other,  a  young 
girl  of  feven  years  old,  there  was  only  a  flight  rednefs 
of  the  fldn.  She  was  feized  with  a  vomiting,  and  died 
delirious  in  fiftyrfour  hours.  Soon  after  her  death,  a 
livid  colour  appeared  on  the  outfide  of  her  throat. 
I  can  recollefl  but  few  cafes  which  were  attended  with 
diarrhoea.  The  fever  which  accompanied  the  diforder 
was  generally  the  Typhus  mitior  of  Dr.  CuUen.  In  a 
few  cafes,  it  aflumed  the  fymptoms  of  the  Typhus 
gravior.  The  difeafe  frequently  went  off  with  a  fwell¬ 
ing  of  the  hands  and  feet.  1  faw  one  inftance  in  a 

gentle- 
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gentlewoman,  in  whom  this  fwelling  was  abfent,  who 
complained  of  very  acute  pains  in  her  limbs,  refem- 
bling  thofe  of  rheumatifin.”  V 

In  two  cafes  which  terminated  fatally,  there  were 
large  abfceffes,  the  one  on  the  outfide,  and  the  other 
on  the  infide  of  the  throat.  The  firfl;  of  thefe  cafes 
was  accompanied  by  troublefome  fores  on  the  ends  of 
the  fingers.  One  of  thefe  patients  lived  twenty  eight, 
and  the  other  above  thirty  days;  and  both  appeared 
to  die  fromJihe  difcharge  which  followed  the  opening 
of  the  abfcelfes.” 

“  Between  the  degrees  of  the  difeafe  which  I  have 
defcribed,  there  were  many  intermediate  degrees  of 
indifpofition  which  belonged  to  this  diforder.  1  faw, 
in  feveral  cafes,  a  difcharge  from  behind  the  ears,  and 
from  the  nofe,  with  a  flight  eruption,  and  no  fore-throat. 
All  thefe  patients  were  able  to  fit  up  and  walk  about. 
I  faw  one  inllance  of  a  difcharge  from  the  infide  of  one 
of  the  ears  in  a  child,  who  had  ulcers  in. his  throat,, and 
the  squeaking  voice.  In  fbme,  a  pain  in:the  jaw,,  with 
fwellings  behind  the  ear,  and  a  flight  fever,  conftituted 
the  whole  of  the  difeafe.  In  one,  cafe,,  the  difeafe  came 
on  with  a  coma,  and  in  feveral  patients,  it  went  off  with 
this  symptom.,  A  few  inftances  occurred  of  adults, 
who  walked  about,  and  even  tranfa£led  bufinefs,  until 
a  few  hours  before  they  died..” 

“  Such  was  the  prevalence  of  the  contagion  which 
produced  the  Scarlatina  anginofa,  that  many  hundred 

people. 
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people  complained  of  Sore-throats  without  any  other 
fymptom  of  indifpofition.  The  flightefl  occafional  or 
exciting  caufe,  particularly  cold,  feldom  failed  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  diforder.  The  month  of  06tober  was 
much  cooler  than  September,  and  the  difeafe  con¬ 
tinued,  but  with  lefs  alarming  fymptoms.  In  feveral 
adults  who  were  feized  with  it,  the  hardnefs  of  the 
pulfe  indicated  bloodletting.  The  blood  in  one  cafe 
was  covered  with  a  buffy  coat,  but  beneath  it’s  furface 
it  was  diffolved.  In  the  month  of  November,  the 
difeafe  affumed  feveral  inflammatory  fymptoms,  and 
was  attended  with  lefs  danger  than  formerly.  I  vifited 
one  patient  whofe  fymptoms  were  fo  inflammatory  as 
to  require  two  bleedings.  During  the  decline  of  the 
difeafe,  many  people  complained  of  troublefome  fores 
at  the  ends  of  the  fingers.  I  faw  one  cafe  of  Sore- 
throat  which  was  fucceeded  not  only  by  fwellings  in 
the  abdomen  and  limbs,  but  by  a  Catarrh,  which 
brought  on  a  fatal  Confumption.  In  December,  Ja¬ 
nuary,  and  February,  the  weather  was  exceffively 
cold,  the  thermometer  being  fometimes  below  o  on 
Fahrenheit’s  fcale.  For  a  few  weeks  in  the  beginning 
of  December,  the  difeafe  difappeared  in  the  circle  of 
my  patients  ;  but  it  broke  out,  with  great  violence,  the 
latter  end  of  that  month,  and  in  the  January  following. 
Some  of  the  worft  cafes  that  I  met  with  (three  of  which 
proved  fatal),  were  in  thofe  two  months.  The  difeafe 
difappeared  in  the  fpring,  but  it  fpread  afterwards 

through 
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through  the  neighbouring  flates  of  New  Jerfey,  De¬ 
laware,  and  Maryland.” 

“  This  difeafe  has  prevailed  in  Philadelphia  at  dif¬ 
ferent  feafons  ever  lince  the  year  1783.  It  has  blended 
itfelf  occafionally  with  all  our  epidemics.  There  often 
appeared  to  be  elFufions  of  water,  not  only  in  the 
limbs  and  abdomen,  but  in  the  thorax.  A  number  of 
people  were  affefled  with  fudden  fwellings  of  the  lips 
and  eyelids,  of  the  cheeks  and  throat :  at  the  fame  time, 
many  were  affected  by  an  inflammation  of  the  eyes. 
The  fwellings  generally  came  on  in  the  night,  were 
not  attended  with  much  pain,  and  went  off  in  two  or 
three  days.  In  the  autumn  of  1788,  it  appeared  in 
two  inftances  with  an  obftinate  diarrhoea  -,  but  it  was 
in  young  fubjefls,  and  not  in  adults,  as  defcribed  by 
Dr.  Withering.  In  both  cafes,  the  difeafe  proved 
fatal,  the  one  on  the  third,  the  other  on  the  fifth  day. 
In  December,  1  faw  one  cafe  in  which  a  running  from 
one  of  the  ears  and  a  deafnefs  came  on,  on  the  fifth  day, 
immediately  after  the  difcharge  of  mucus  from  the 
nofe  had  ceafed.  This  cafe  terminated  favourably  on 
the  ninth  day,  but  was  fucceeded  for  feveral  days 
afterwards  by  a  troublefome  cough.” 

Having  already  made  many  quotations  from  the  other 
authors,  mentioned  page  334,  I  will  proceed  to  make 
fome  obfervations  on  the  method  of  treatment  in  the 
different  forms  of  Scarlatina.  For  the  Scarlatina  fim- 
Z  z  plex, 
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plex,  it  feems  only  requifite  to  keep  patients  in  a 
moderate  and  equable  temperature,  in  clean  open 
apartments;  to  prefcribe  light  diet  without  animal  food; 
and  to  give  cooling  liquors  for  drink.  When  there 
is  no  morbid  appearance,  or  uneafinefs,  in  the  throat, 
our  chief  care  fhould  be  to  prevent  needlefs  applica¬ 
tions;  lince,  according  to  Dr.  Sydenham’s  obfervation, 
“  None  die  of  this  diforder  except  from  a  too  great 
officioufnefs  in  the  praditioner*.”  The  fame  author 
recommends  one  or  two  gentle  purgatives  after  def- 
quamation.  He  alfo  mentions  epileptic  convulfions, 
and  coma,  as  frequent-appearances  at  the  beginning  of 
the  difeafe,  which  he  relieved  by  blifters,  and  re¬ 
peated  dofes  of  diacodium. 

2.  In  the  Scarlatina  anginofa,  phyficians  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  have  recommended  bleeding  +  from  the  arm, 
or,  when  the  head  is  much  affefted,  from  the  jugular 
veins.  Dr.  Morton  adopted  the  fame  pradice  in 
moft  of  the  cafes  he  attended  even  in  London.  Biood- 

*  NimiS  medici  diligentiji.  sect,  VI.  cap.  2. 

t  De  Haen,  Navier,  Plenciz,  Aaskow,  Eichel,  De  Meza,  &c.  5cc. 
In  epidemic  Havniensi  subindS  dabatur  locus  venaasectioni,  sc.  in  pletho- 
ricis,  et  ubi  pulsus  durus,  cum  aliis  inflammationis  signis,  atqui  ubi 
p.utredinis  criteria  minus  tula  erant.  De  Meza,  Conipend.  Medic.  Pract. 
vol.  I.  c,  18. 

J  De  Febr.  inflam,  universal,  cap.  5. 

letting 
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letting  has  been  alfo  recommended  in  the  northern 
parts  of  our  iiland,  where  the  difeafe  is  faid  to  alTume 
fomewhat  of  an  inflammatory  form.  The  Medical 
Effays  *  ftate,  that  in  the  epidemic  Scarlatina  of  1733 
at  Edinburgh,  "  few  died  who  were  timely  and  plen¬ 
tifully  blooded,  which  weakened  the  fever,  relieved 
the  throat,  and  was  the  only  medicine  that  removed 
the  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.” 

During  the  years  1785,  1786,  1787,  and  fince,  when 
the  Scarlatina  anginofa  was  epidemical  in  the  metropo¬ 
lis,  I  never  faw  a  cafe  in  which  blood-letting  appeared 
to  be  indicated.  Wherever  it  had  been  employed, 
great  deprelhon  and  faintnefs  were  the  immediate  con- 
fequences,  the  pulfe  becoming  more  weak  and  frequent, 
and  often  irregular.  Of  two  adults  who  had  been 
bled  largely,  one  died  before  the  time  of  defquamation, 
the  other  lingered  in  a  very  precarious  ftate  upwards 
of  twenty  days,  but  at  length  recovered.  The  expe¬ 
rience  of  Dr.  Withering,  Dr.  Clark,  and  Dr.  Sims,  on 

*  Vol.  III.  p.  27.  See  Cullen’s  Pract.  of  physic,  §  671-  Dr.  Huxham 
says,  “  In  the  Febris  anginosa,  they  bore  bleeding  at  the  beginning  with 
advantage,  and  the  blood  was  often  sizy,  thougli  much  less  so  in  general 
than  in  quinsies  of  the  truly  inflammatory  kind  :  they  very  seldom,  how¬ 
ever,  admitted  of  large  bleeding;  scarce  any,  indeed,  of  a  second.” 

Dr.  Cotton’s  observations  in  1748  nearly  coincided  with  those  of  IIux- 
hara. — Compare  “  Observations  on  the  Sore-throat  and  Fever  in  the  north 
of  Scotland,  1777,  by  Robert  Saunders,  M.  D.  Physician  at  Bamff.” 

Z  z  2  this 
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this  point,  agrees  exa6lly  with  mine.  Dr.  W.  obferves, 
“  Such  was  the  hate  of  the  pulfe,  with  us,  during  the 
hot  fummer  months,  that  I  never  faw  a  cafe  in  which 
blood  was  taken  away  :  nor  would  it  be  eafy  to  con¬ 
ceive  with  what  view  the  boldeft,  or  the  moll  ignorant 
praftitioner  would  have  dared  to  attempt  it;  for  in 
thofe  cafes  where  the  inflammation  upon  the  furface  was 
very  great,  the  lofs  of  blood  could  only  contribute  to 
the  further  depletion  of  the  larger  veflels,  and  thereby 
increafe  the  debility  and  faintnefs  which  already  exifted 
in  a  mod  alarming  degree  ;  for  the  fmall  veflTels  accu¬ 
mulating  the  blood  more  in  confequence  of  their  own 
a6lion,  than  from  the  pulfe  of  the  heart,  would  not  be 
affefled  by  the  ufual  mode  of  blood-letting ;  and  the 
extent  of  the  inflammation  was  much  too  great  to  allow 
us  to  have  recourfe  to  topical  bleedings.  Sometimes 
where  the  fiery  rednefs  of  the  eyes,  and  the  flate  of 
delirium,  feemed  to  demand  the  application  of  leeches 
to  the  temples,  I  have  feen  them  applied,  but  never 
with  any  good  effecl.  In  one  in  fiance,  where  the  con- 
flant  rejedlion  of  every  thing  that  was  fwallowed,  even 
Ample  water,  and  the  pain  in  the  flomach  during  the 
efforts,  feemed  to  indicate  an  inflammation  in  that  organ, 
blood  was  taken  away,  notwithftanding  the  feeblenefs 
of  the  pulfe.  This  blood  was  fizy.  The  bleeding  was 
repeated  ;  but  no  very  evident  advantage  accrued  to 
the  patient.  I  think  therefore  we  may  conclude,  that 
when  the  fcarlet  colour  upon  the  fkin  is  intenfe. 
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we  cannot  expeft  to  benefit  either  from  topical  or 
general  bleedings. — In  the  autumn,  when  the  fcarlet 
colour  of  the  fkin  was  feldom  intenfe,  and  often  did 
not  appear  at  all,  the  tumefafilion  of  the  fauces  was 
generally  much  greater,  and  the  pulfe  confiderably 
more  firm.  In  this  cafe,  if  the  patient  was  threatened 
with  fuffocation,  if  violent  head-ach,  or  if  peripneu- 
monic  lymptoms  pointed  out  the  expediency  of  blood¬ 
letting,  it  was  fometimes  done ;  but  ftill  with  lefs  ad¬ 
vantage  than  one  would  have  expe6led  in  almoft  any 
other  fituation.”'  Page  73 — 5. 

Purgatives  have  nearly  the  fame  debilitating  efFe6i: 
as  blood-letting.  They  are  indeed  very  feldom  ne- 
ceffary  ;  for  though  a  few  patients  may,  on  the  firft 
day,  he  affeded  with  bilious  vomiting  and  diarr¬ 
hoea,  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  is  more  uniform^  than 
in  other  febrile  complaints.  It  has  alfo  been  remarked 
that  no  hardnefs  or  tenfion  of  the  abdomen  occurs 
at  an  early  period  of  the  difeafe. 

*  See  Dr.  Withering,  page  17  -  Dr.  Sims  says,  “  They  were  almost  never 
either  costive  or  purged.”  Memoirs  of  the  Med.  Soc.  p.  403.  He  never¬ 
theless  ordered  rhubarb  and  sal  polychrestin  equal  proportions,  so  as  to 
produce  two  motions  every  day. — I  think  the  occasional  stimulus  of  a 
small  dose,  as  two  or  three  grains,  of  calomel  very  useful.  On  the  first 
attack  of  tho  disease,  I  have  usually  added  an  equal  portion  of  antimonial 
powder. 
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Emetics  are  recommended  by  the  befh  writers  on 
this  fubjed  I  have  not  found  it  neceflary  to  repeat 
them  fo  often  as  Dr.  Withering  advifes;  but  I  think 
that  all  he  has  faid  refpeding  their  ufe  and  application 
merits  particular  attention.  “  In  the  very  lirft  attack, 
a  vomit  feldom  fails  to  remove  the  difeafe  at  once  :  — 
If  the  poifon  has  begun  to  exert  it’s  effeds  upon  the 
nervous  fyftem,  emetics  flop  it’s  further  progrefs,  and 
the  patients  quickly  recover.  If  it  has  proceeded  ftill 
further,  and  occafioned  that  amazing  adiion  in  the 
capillaries,  which  exifts  when  the  fcarlet  colour  of  the 
fkin  takes  place,  vomiting  never  fails  to  procure  a 
refpite  to  the  anxiety,  the  faintnefs,  and  delirium.” 

“  In  autumn,  when  the  throat  was  more  affeded, 
when  the  tumefadion  of  the  fauces  was  fuch  that 
the  patients  could  not  fwallow  but  with  the  ut- 
moft  difficulty — when  the  peripneumonic  fymptoms 
threatened  fuffocation,  and  bleeding  was  ineffedual, 
an  emetic  opened  the  gullet,  and  unloaded  the  lungs, 
fo  that  deglutition  became  eafy,  and  refpiration  free. 
But  it  is  necelfary  to  a^d,  that  a  vomit  only  fuffi- 
ciently  flrong  to  evacuate  the  contents  of  the  ftomach, 
is  by  no  means  adequate  to  thefe  effeds.  The  vomit 
muft  be  powerful,  and  in  ordinary  cafes  repeated 
once  in  forty-eight  hours ;  in  thofe  with  more  urgent  ^ 

*  Burserii  Institut.  tom.  II.  page  72,  §  LXXXIII,  See  the  striking 
passage  on  this  subject,  quoted  above  from  Tournefort,  page  287. 
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fymptoms  daily ;  and  in  the  worft  cafes  twice  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  patients  never  fail  to  exprefs  the 
relief  they  End  after  the  operation,  and  the  phyfician 
foon  difcovers  it  in  the  countenance,  and  in  the  pulfe. 
As  to  the  form  of  the  emetic,  the  praflitioner  may 
vary  it  as  he  pleafes  ;  but  I  generally  combine  tar¬ 
tar  emetic  in  folution  with  ipecacuanha  in  powder, 
that  I  may  be  more  certain  of  their  full  effeft  on  the 
flomach,  and  avoid  the  danger  of  their  afting  as  a 
purgative.  I  alfo  give  them  in  much  larger  dofes  than 
ufual,  in  order  to  fecure  a  certain  violence  of  aflion 
upon  the  fyftem.”  Page  75-8, 

Dr.  Rulh  fays,  In  every  cafe  that  I  was  called  to, 
1  began  the  cure  by  giving  a  vomit,  joined  with  ca¬ 
lomel*.  The  vomit  was  either,  emetic  tartar  or  ipe¬ 
cacuanha,  according  to  the  prejudices,  habits,  or  con- 
ftitutions  of  the  patients.  A  quantity  of  bile  was 
generally  difcharged  by  this  medicine.  Befides  eva¬ 
cuating  the  contents  of  the  ftomach,  it  cleanfed  the 
throat  in  it’s  palfage  downwards.  To  infure  this  ej0fe6l 
from  the  calomel,  I  always  directed  it  to  be  given 
mixed  with  fyrup,  or  fugar  and  water,  fo  as  to  diffufe 

*  He  observes  in  another  place,  that  “  When  the  Scarlatina  appeared 
to  be  in  a  forming  state,  a  vomit  of  this  kind  never  failed  of  completely 
checking  the  disorder,  or  of  so  far  mitigating  it’s  violence,  as  to  dispose 
it  to  a  favourable  issue  in  a  few  days,” 
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it,  generally,  over  every  part  of  the  throat.  The 
calomel  feldom  failed  to  produce  two  or  three  ftools. 
In  feveral  cafes  I  was  obliged,  by  the  continuance  of 
naufea,  to  repeat  the  emetic,  and  always  with  obvious 
and  manifeft  advantage.  I  gave  the  calomel  in  mode¬ 
rate  dofes  in  every  ftage  of  the  diforder.  To  reftrain 
it’s  purgative  effefts,  when  necelfary,  I  added  to  it  a 
fmall  quantity  of  opium.” 

Dr.  Binns,  having  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the 
children  at  Ackworth  from  the  commencement  of  the 
difeafe,  gave  an  emetic  almoft  in  every  cafe,  and  fome- 
times  repeated  it  after  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours. 
When  the  patients  were  extremely  languid,  he  gave 
wine,  or  liquor  volatilis  cornu  cervi,  before  the  emetic 
or  during  it’s  operation.  He  adds,  “  My  acknowledg¬ 
ments  are  due  to  Thomas  Oxley,  of  Pontefracf,  not 
only  for  his  frequent  attendance,  but  for  his  re¬ 
moval  of  a  prejudice  againft  laxatives  in  the  early 
ftage  of  the  difeafe,  imbibed  from  various  authors, 
and  confirmed  by  the  dreadful  confequences  I  had 
feen  when  a  diarrhoea  came  on  in  this  lever.  By  his 
perfuafion,  fmall  dofes  of  Calomel,  and  other  laxatives, 
were  occafionally  adminiftered*;  and  fo  far  from  pro¬ 
ducing 

*  This  practice  was  more  boldly  enforced  by  a  physician  at  Ipswich, 
when  the  "  Ulcerated  Sore-throat  and  Scarlet  Fever”  prevailed  there  in 
i77‘2.  He  made  a  powder,  with  Pulv.  Ant.  p.  3.  Calom.  p.  1.  of  which 
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ducing  injury,  I  believe  that  by  evacuating  the  acrid 
matter,  which  is  often  fwallowed,  they  had  a  tendency 
to  prevent  excoriations  of  the  inteftinal  canal,  and  the 
confequent  diarrhoea,  which  I  dreaded.  But  it  flaould 
be  remarked  that  particular  care  was  taken  to  fupport 
the  patient  during  the  operation.” 

In  cafes  of  Scarlatina  anginofa  where  the  throat  is  in¬ 
flamed,  and  fwelled,  fo  as  to  occafion  very  painful 
deglutition,  blifters  applied  between  the  fhoulders,  or 
to  the  external  fauces,  afford  confiderable  relief.  Dr. 
Clark  obferves,  “  In  regard  to  blifters,  meeting  with 
an  inftance  where  their  application  was  fucceeded 
by  mortification,  I  did  not  often  apply  them  to  the 
throat ;  but  in  feveral  cafes,  where  the  inflammation 
of  the  fauces  was  great,  they  were  of  advantage  when 
applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck*.”  Dr.  Withering, 
from  his  experience  in  the  difease  at  Birmingham, 
decided  againft  the  ufe  of  blifters.  He  fays,  “  If 
the  brain  was  affeded  foon  after  the  attack,  they 

tile  dose  was  from  10  to  30  grains.  To  children  he  gave  calomel  alone, 
in  the  s^me  quantity.  A  julep  was  at  the  same  time  prescribed,  with  an 
ounce  of  Manna,  and  a  drachm  of  Cr.  Tart,  in  half  a  pint  of  water ; — 
the  dose  three  table  spoonfuls  six  times  a  day.  Of  three  hundred  per¬ 
sons,  thus  treated,  none  died.  See  Gent.  Mag.  for  June,  1772. 

*  Dr.  Rush  says  the  .same.  He  applied  blisters  to  the  neck,  or  behind 
the  ears  on  the  third  day.  See  also  Dr.  Sims,  p.  S25. 

3  A 
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did  much  mifchief ;  but  if  the  inflammation  was 
pretty  much  confined  to  the  fauces,  a  blifter  was  fre¬ 
quently  applied  round  the  throat,  but  with  lefs  advan¬ 
tage  than  the  pradice  in  Quinfies,  ulcerated  Sore- 
throats,  and  other  local  inflammations,  would  teach  one 
to  exped*.”  Page  gi. 

It  is  proper  to  enjoin  the  regimen  direded  for  the 
fimple  Scarlet  Fever,  page  350.  As  we  obferve  the 
Scarlatina  anginofa  to  be  generally  mild  in  fpring  and 
fummer,  but  fevere  during  the  winter  months,  we  may 
infer  that  a  heat  of  about  60°,  preferved  in  the  apart¬ 
ments  of  the  fick,  will  be  mofl;  agreeable  and  bene¬ 
ficial  to  themf. — In  the  firfl:  fix  days  of  this  difeafe, 
many  praditioners  endeavour  to  excite  perfpiration 
by  antimonials,  camphor,  aromatics,  dulcified  fpirits, 
and  volatile  alcali  faturated  with  vinegar,  or  juice  of 

*  "  As  bJisters  excited  considerable  irritation,  tliey  were  only  applied 
when  there  was  a  comatose  disposition,  iriuch  pain  in  the- ears,  or  an  en¬ 
largement  of  the  parotids.’^  Dr.  Binns. 

“  If  the  disease  prevail  in  any  of  the  summer  months,  blisters  can 
hardly  he  used  with  safety.”  Kearsley. 

“  Cold  air  is  always  found  to  be  prejudicial,  either  by  protracting  the 
disease,  or  by  throwing  it  on  the  lungs,  or  on  some  other  part  necessary 
for  life.  It  has  been  frequently  observed',  that  if  persons  seemingly  re¬ 
covered,  and  freed  from  all  the  manifest  symptoms  of  the  disease,  went 
into  the  cool  air,  before  the  putrid  heat  or  ferment  was  quite  exhausted, 
they  had  relapses.”  C.  Golden,  Med.  Obs.  8c  Inq.  I.  page  218.  and  Dr. 
Withering,  pag.  294-5. 
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lemons*.  If  the  efflorefcence  be  full  and  vivid,  fuch 
remedies,  for  the  moft  part,  fail  to  produce  their  ufual 
effeft,  and  often  increafe  the  heat,  anxiety,  and  reft- 
leflhefs,  they  were  intended  to  relieve.  The  expe¬ 
rience  of  Dr.  Currie,  fupported  by  that  of  Profeflbr 
Gregory  and  other  pra6litioners,  fully  evinces  the 
falutary  effeSs  of  the  repeated  affufion  of  cold  water, 
during  the  eruptive  ftage  of  Scarlatinaf.  Phyficians 
in  London,  who  are  feldom  allowed  by  the  patients' 
friends  to  employ  the  cold  affufion,  either  in  the  Ty¬ 
phus  or  Scarlet  Fever,  have  been  induced  to  fponge 


*  Dr.  Hu.vham,  page  1 14.  Dr,  Fothergil],  page  54.  Dr.  Grant,  24, 
&c.  Plenciz,  De  ScarlatinEi.  Act.  Hafn.  tom.  11.  gtc.  Med.  Obs.  and  Inq. 
Yol.  I.  page  219.  Dr.  Blackburne,  page  27. — I  never  succeeded  in  the 
endeavour  to  excite  perspiration,  before  the  decline  of  the  efflorescence. 
When  sudorific  medicines  and  oppressive  coverings  are  applied,  they 
produce  an  universal  miliary  eruption,  and  aggravate  the  febrile  symp¬ 
toms. 

f  See  Dr.  Currie’s  Medical  Reports  &c. — ^The  author  justly  repro¬ 
bates  the  conduct  of  those  who  adopted  his  practice  without  attending 
to  his  principles,  and  prescribed  the  cold  affusion  in  Fevers,  when  the 
constitution  was  sinking  under  the  long  continued  influence  of  conta¬ 
gion,  or  other  causes.  This  inconsiderate  mode  of  practice  having  been, 
in  many  cases,  attended  with  fatal  consequences,  an  alarm  was  early  ex¬ 
cited,  which  yet  prevents  the  inhabitants  of  London,  and,  I  believe,  of 
many  other  places,  from  experiencing  tlie  benefit  of  a  most  powerful 
remedy. — It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  quotations  from  Dr,  C.’s 
Treatise,  which  will  be  circulated  much  more  extensively  than  my  own. 
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the  whole  furface  of  the  body  frequently  with  vinegar 
and  water.  During  a  hot  feafon,  or  whenever  the 
heat  of  the  (kin  is  much  increafed  (fee  page  264),  the 
patient  is  greatly  refrefhed  by  this  application,  the 
pulfe  becomes  more  fteady,  the  heat  and  fever  abate, 
and  a  calm  fleep  ufually  fucceeds*. 

I  have  of  late  given,  at  an  early  perid  of  the  difor- 
der.  Oxygenized  'Muriatic  Acid,  which,  when  it  is 
accurately  prepared,  appears  to  be  very  beneficial. 
The  dofe  for  adults  is  half  a  drachm  by  meafure,  for 
children  ten  or  twelve  drops.  Before  this  medicine 
is  ufed,  it’s  ftate  fhould  be  afcertained  by  a  chemical 

*  "  The  Scarlet  Fever  prevailed  among  the  children  at  the  Foundling 
Hospital,  from  the  end  of  June  to  the  middle  of  October,  1804.  Fifty- 
two  boys,  and  nineteen  girls,  were  affected  with  it.  Three  boys  died  of 
the  fever ;  a  fourth  died  dropsical  some  time  after  being  dismissed  from 
the  infirmary.  Most  of  the  patients  were  repeatedly  washed  with  cold 
water  and  vinegar,  mixed  in  about  equal  proportions.  Only  the  hands 
and  arms  were  washed  in  those  who  had  no  considerable  heat  of  the  skin, 
but  when  the  heat  became  excessive,  the  washing  was  extended  to  the 
trunk  of  the  body,  and  to  the  lower  extremities.  It’s  effects  in  cooling 
the  skin,  diminishing  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  abating  thirst,  and  dis¬ 
posing  to  sleep,  were  very  remarkable. — Finding  this  application  so 
highly  beneficial,  I  employed  it  at  every  period  of  (he  fever,  provided  the 
skin  were  hot,  and  dry.”  Dr.  Stanger. 
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teft*,  fince  it  is  foon  decompofed  by  expofure  to  the 
air,  or  to  light :  it  then  becomes  rough  and  ofFen- 
five  to  the  liomach,  fo  as  often  to  produce  violent 
hcknefs,  pains  of  the  bowels,  and  diarrhoeat. 

*  “The  oxymuriatic  acid  should  contain  as  much  of  the  gas  as 'water 
can  absorb  under  the  common  pressure  of  the  atmosphere,  and  at  a  tempe¬ 
rature  of  from  30°  to  60°.  To  a  tubulated  retort,  adapt  a  quilled  receiver, 
connected  with  the  three  bottles  of  Woolf’s  apparatus,  each  bottle  being 
half  filled  with  water.  The  retort  is  to  be  charged  with  three  parts  of 
muriatic  acid,  and  one  part  of  the  black  oxide  of  manganese  in  powder : 
all  the  junctures  must  be  closely  luted  :  a  very  gentle  heat  from  a  lamp 
will  be  sufficient  to  expel  the  oxymuriatic  acid  gas  :  much  heat  should  be 
carefully  avoided.  All  the  common  muriatic  acid  gas  will  be  arrested  by 
the  water  in  the  first  bottle.  The  oxymuriatic  gas  is  retained  in  the  se¬ 
cond  and  third  bottles.  By  a  similar  process,  this  gas  may  be  obtained 
from  the  oxygenized  muriate  of  potash  and  muriatic  acid  j  but  it  cannot 
be  correctly  prepared  otherwise  than  by  distillation.  When  litmus  paper 
is  plunged  into  the  true  oxymuriatic  acid,  it  is  deprived  of  colour;  but 
if  common  muriatic  be  present,  the  paper  will  instantly  receive  a  red 
tinge,  and  thus  ascertains  that  the  preparation  is  unfit  for  medical  use.” 


t  “  At  the  Foundling  Hospital,  one  drachm  of  the  oxygenized  mu¬ 
riatic  acid  mixed  with  half  a  pint  of  water  was  given,  every  twenty-four 
hours,  to  children  under  six  years  of  age.  Children  more  advanced  took 
nearly  double  the  quantity  in  the  same  time.  This  remedy  appeared  to 
be  cooling,  and  antiseptic.  It  was  taken  without  repugnance,  and  in 
the  doses  above-mentioned,  did  not  produce  any  uneasiness  in  the  sto¬ 
mach,  or  bowels.”  Dr.  Stanger. — See  Med.  &.  Phys.  Journal,  No.  62?' 
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Dr.  Sims  found  particular  advantage  from  Vitriolic 
Acid,  given  in  confiderable  dofes :  he  fays,  "  My  com¬ 
mon  prefcription  was,  two  ounces  of  tinfture  of  rofes,  a 
drachm  of  fyrup  of  lemons,  and  twenty  drops  of  fpirit 
of  vitriol,  or  as  much  as  could  be  added  to  the  tinc¬ 
ture,  without  making  it  too  highly  acid  for  the  patient 
it  was  prefcribed  for.  This  draught  was  ordered  to 
be  taken  by  an  adult  every  hour  and  half,  or  every 
hour,  and  even  oftener,  according  to  the  exigency  of 
the  cafe.  And  even  children,  from  two  to  three  years 
old,  have  fwallowed  much  above  two  hundred  drops  of 
the  acid  in  twenty-four  hours.”  Page  419. 

Dr.  Withering  thinks  that  Diuretic  medicines,  next 
to  emetics,  are  moft  to  be  depended  upon  in  the  cure 
of  the  difeafe.  He  found  the  vegetable  fixed  Alcali  to 
anfwer  bell :  a  fmall  quantity  was  put  in  every  liquid 
the  patient  drank,  fo  that  the  whole  might  amount 
to  one  or  two  drachms  of  the  /alt,  every  twenty-four 
hours.  Page  83-4. 

Acidulated  Gargles  appear  to  remove,  and  fome- 
times  to  prevent,  the  alFe6lion  of  the  throat  in  perfons 
expofed  to  contagion  :  fee  page  269:  when  the  difeafe 
has  commenced,  they  carry  off  the  virus  with  which 
the  faliva  is  tainted*.  In  Dr.  Binns’s  opinion,  Gargles 


See  Dr.  Fothergill,  page  6'J. 
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are  of  fo  much  importance^  that  they  can  fcarcely  be 
ufed  too  often”  :  “  To  them,  he  fays,  it  was  chiefly 
owing  that  few  of  the  children  at  Ackworth  fchool  had 
a  diarrhoea,  or  any  affection  of  the  inteflinal  canaL 
When  patients  could  not  gargle  in  the  ufual  way,  the 
liquor  was  injefled  by  a  fyringe ;  this,  though  fre¬ 
quently  repeated,  never  appeared  to  produce  the  leaft 
inconvenience.  I  began  with  the  acidulated  infufion  of 
Red  Rofe  leaves  ;  but  the  rofes  being  foon  confumed,  I 
had  recourfe  to  the  Deco6l.  Haematoxyli,  and  laflly  to 
the  following;  R.  Deco6l:  cort:  Querc;  cong.  xii.  Alum: 
commun :  Ibjfs.  Solve,  fiat  gargarifmus.  It  was  hoped 
this  gargle  would  have  been  ferviceable  in  reducing  the 
fwelling  of  the  tonfils,,  which  remains  after  the  difeafe ; 
but  the  trial  terminated  in  difappointment.  An  in¬ 
fufion  of  Cayenne  pepper  was  alfo  tried  with  the  fame 
intention,  but  had.  not  any  material  effed.” 

Refpeding  the  ufe  of  Peruvian  Bark  and  Wine,  the 
fame  gentleman  expreffes  himfelf  as  follows :  “  As  foon 
as  the  flomach  was  fettled  after  an  emetic,  fee  page  35^, 

1  generally  began  with  the  following  mixture,  R;  Pulv: 
Cinchonae  unc.  j.  Pulv:  aromat;  dr.  ij  Vini  rubri  Ibij. 
When  this  had  been  ufed  about  fix  weeks,  I  fubRituted 
for  the  Aromatic  powder  fome  Canella  alba,  with  one 
drachm  of  powdered  ginger,  which  feemed  to  anfwer 
equally  well..  A  child  of  ten  years  old  would  take 

about 
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about  three  table-fpoonfuls  of  this  mixture  four,  five, 
or  fix  times,  in  twenty-four  hours.  Thofe  who  were 
very  ill,  took  in  addition,  from  a  pint  to  a  pint  and  a 
half,  or  even  more,  of  red  port  wine,  or  of  a  compo- 
fition*,  which  was  not  unpalatable,  which  agreed  well 
with  the  children,  and  was  a  confiderable  favingto  the 
Inftitution.  'Another  remedy  was  an  infufion  of  Red 
Rofe-buds  in  decoSlion  of  Peruvian  Bark,  fweetened 
with  extra61;  of  liquorice,  and  acidulated  with  Vitriolic 
acid ;  to  this  was  occalionally  added  fimple,  or  com¬ 
pound,  tinflure  of  Bark.  In  extreme  cafes,  tbe  extra61; 
and  compound  tincture  of  Bark,  with  a  little  Ammonia, 
and  fometimes  Aromatic  confection,  were  made  into  a 
mixture  with  peppermint  water,  a  dofe  being  given 
every  half  hour. — Such  as  were  but  flightly  affected 
generally  drank  treacle-beer  made  with  ginger  in  it, 
fmall  ale,  and  fometimes  cyder,  fage-tea  acidulated 
with  vitriolic  acid,  and  almofl  every  other  drink  that 
was  agreeable  to  them.  New  milk,  and  every  nutri¬ 
tious  food,  both  animal  and  vegetable,  were  allowed 
as  the  patients  could  take  them.  It  is  impoffible  to 
fpecify,  with  certainty,  the  quantity  of  wine  taken  by 
■  individual  patients,  but  from  the  general  confumption, 
when  a  number  of  bad  cafes  occurred  together,  it  ap- 

*  This  was,  red  port  2  pints,  raisin  wine  6  pints,  decoction  of  logwood 
1  pint,  alum  1  ounce,  British  brandy  S  table-spoonfuls. 
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peared  that  children  about  twelve  years  of  age  muft 
have  taken  each  a  bottle  of  red  port,  and  a  bottle  of 
raifin  wine,  in  twenty-four  hours,  for  feveral  fucceflive 
days.  In  a  difeaCe,  the  attack  of  which  is  apparently 
inflammatory,  this  practice  may  feem  to  add  fuel  to 
fire;  ‘but  I  have  employed  it  for  many  years,  with  as 
much  fuccefs  as  any  of  my  brethren,  and  I  fully  expe^ 
rienced  it’s  advantages  in  the  late  difeafe  at  Ackworth. 
I  was  induced  to  pulh  this  plan  further  than  many  other 
practitioners,  by  obferving  the  effect  of  cordials  on  the 
circulation  ;  while  the  pulfe  remained  low  and  flut¬ 
tering,  wine,  frequently  given,  reftored  it’s  firmnefs, 
without  increafing  delirium.  By  the  fame  means,  the 
foetor  of  the  breath  was  corrected,  and  the  ulcerations 
in  the  throat  greatly  relieved.  Although  the  ftate  of 
the  pulfe,  and  other  fymptoms,  were  in  many  cafes 
fuch  that  a  fmall  proportion  of  Bark  and  Wine  were 
fufficient,  yet  in  other  inftances  the  debility  was  fo 
great  as  to  require  even  the  addition  of  Brandy  to  the 
red  port.  Sometimes  ftrong  brandy  and  water,  fome- 
times  brandy  unmixed,  was  given  with  comfort  and 
advantage  to  the  patient.  No  one  fliould,  however, 
be  induced  to  take  Spirit  as  a  preventive  in  Scarlatina, 
or  other  epidemic  Fevers.  Thofe  who  wifli  to  have 
the  advantage  of  Spirit  when  attacked  with  fuch  dif- 
eafes,  ought  never  to  indulge,  during  a  ftate  of  health, 
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in  what  can  only  be  ufed,  with  propriety,  as  a  me¬ 
dicine.” 

Whatever  opinion  may  be  formed  refpecting  the 
above  mode  of  practice  during  the  fir  ft  days  of  the 
fever,  it  is  generally  admitted  that,  at  the  decline  of 
the  efflorefcence,  if  the  fever  alfo  declines  and  is  not 
fucceeded  by  a  cough,  Peruvian  bark,  mineral  acids, 
wine,,  and  nutritious  diet,  obviate  the  debility  and 
opprelTive  languor,  which  remain  after  the  difeafe*, 
and  contribute  to  prevent  the  acceOion  of  dropryf, 

*  Dr.  Sims,  however,  says,  I  found  it  necessary  to  change  my 
plan  as  soon  as  the  height  of  the  disease  was  passed.  This  was  a  point 
of  the  treatment  as  needfulto  he  known,  and  exactly  to  be  attended  to, 
as  any  other  in  the  malady ;  for  as  soon  as  the  pulse  on  the  sixth  day 
began  to  fall' to  the  natural  standard,  if  the  cordial  medicines  and  regimen 
were  persisted  in,  or  increased,  with  a  view  to  keep  up  the  sinking  pulsej 
many  vexatious  or  even  dangerous  consequences  ensued  :  a  new  fever, 
often  more  violent  than  the  first,  was  raised ;  a  great  swelling  and  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  tonsils  or  parotids',  with  acute  pain,  came  on,  and  the 
scarlet  eruption  re-appeared  as  copiously  as  before.”  Page  4'J2. 

Are  not  the  above  symptoms  referable  to  the  secondary  fever,  which 
often  takes  place  independently  of  the  medicinal  treatment-?  See  page 
£77-8. 

t  Dr.  Binns  observes,  that  the  disease,  when  thus  trealeci  almost-  from 
it’s  commencement,  was  “  very  rai'ely  succeeded  by  dropsy,” 

“An  infusion  of  the  Bark  acidulated  with  Elixir  of  Vitriol,,  may  be 
ranked  as  the  greatest,  best,  and  most  sovereign  remedj-,  provided  that 
gentle  Emetics,  and  the  cordial  Diaphoretics  had  gone  before.”  Kearsley. 
Gent.  Mag.  vol.  XXXIX.. 522.. 
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-De  Haen,  and  others*,  as  well  as  Plenciz  (page  335), 
confiderlhe  dropfical  flag-e  to  be  the  moft  fatal  period  of 
the  Scarlatina  anginofa.  Their  opinion  is  not' confirmed 
by  the  experience  of  praditioners  in  this  country,  who 
have  generally  found  the  dropfical  fymptoms  yield  to 
Diuretics  combined  with  Peruvian  bark,  preparations 
of  Iron,  or  Calomelf. — I  do  not  mean  to  infer  that 
my  countrymen  are  fuccefsful  in  this  ftage  of  the 
difeafe  by  any  peculiar  pradic^.  If  they  have  had 
more  fuccefs,  in  the  treatment  of  Scarlatina,  than  phy- 
ficians  on  the  continent,  I  would  afcribe  it  to  the 
general  difufe  of  bleeding  and  purgatives  during  the 
lafl;  thirty  or  forty  years,  within  which  period,  gan- 

*  Ex  hoc  coiisectario  pluies  moriiiutur  quam  ex  joaorbo  primario.  De 
Sleza,  tom.  I.  dQ. 

f  Dr.  Clark,  Dr.  Sims,  and  Dr.  Withering,  page  199. 

Plenciz  highly  recommends  the  following  prescription  of  Dr.  Weber. 

11.  Rhabarb  elect. 

S^ir.  Sails  coagulati  aa  dr.  ij 
Mercnrii  dulcis 
Auri  fulminantis 
Extracti  Scilla:  aa  dr.  ss. 

fiant  pilulas  cum  Robo  Juniperi,  pondere  miius  alteriusve  grant. 

The  dropsical  swellings  in  every  case  attended  by  Dr.  Rush,  were  re¬ 
moved  "  by  purges  of  Gaiomel.  and  Jalap.” 

Small  doses  of  Calomel  are  allowed,  on  all  hands,  to  be  useful  when 
glandular  tumours  succeed  the  Scarlatina  anginosa. 

3B2 
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grene  and  dropfy  have  been,  with  us,  much  kfs  fre¬ 
quent  occurrences  than  formerly. 

3.  In  the  ulcerated  fcarlet  Sore-throat,  which  affects 
adults  without  an  efllorefcence  on  the  (kin  (page  273}, 
Emetics,  given  early,  prove  of  great  advantage,  and  the 
general  treatment  recommended  in  the  Scarlatina  an- 
ginofa  will  be  found  effectual.  Gargles,  whether  acid^ 
or  detergent,  if  very  lharp,  or  if  injected  forcibly 
enough  to  remove  the  houghs,  occa/ion  much  pain, 
and  often  protract  the  difeafe.  Dr.  Wall,  Dr.  John- 
ftone.  Dr.  Rufli,  and  others*,  recommend  the  inhala¬ 
tion  of  the  vapour  of  myrrh  and  vinegar.  Dr.  J.  C. 
Smyth’s  mode  of  fumigation,  by  pouring  heated  oil  of 
vitriol  on  powdered  nitre  in  a  proper  veffel,  is,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  own  obfervation,  entitled  to  a  pre¬ 
ference.  The  refrelhing  antifeptic  vapour  detached 
by  this  procefs,  and  circulated  through  the  room, 
prefently  clears  the  patient’s  throat,  and  at  the  fame 
time  removes  the  foetor  both  of  the  breath  and  per- 
fpiration. 

“  I  have  generally  ordered;  the  hot  steams  of  vinegar,  in  whigh 
wormwood,  centaury,  snakeroot,  galangal,  myrrh,  and  honey  were 
boiled,  to  be  drawn  through  a  funnel  into  the  lungs.  As  this  vapour 
acted  upon  the  uvula,  tonsils,  and  fauces,  by  its  antiputrescent  and  deter¬ 
gent  quality,  it  often  saved  me  the  necessity  of  using  any  sort  of  gar- 
garism.”  Kearsley.  Compare  Dr.  Wall,  Gent.  Mag.  XXI.  p.  498. 

4.  In 
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4.  In  the  Scarlatina  maligna  blifters  are  feldom 
ufeful,  and  fometimes  prove  injurious.  Withering  fays, 
they  “  were  univerfally  detrimental :  they  never  failed 
to  haften  the  delirium,  and  if  the  cafe  was  one  of  the 
worft  kind,  they  too  often  confirmed  it’s  fatal  ten¬ 
dency.”  Page  89. — Bleeding  and  purging  are  always 
hurtful:  a  ftrong  cathartic,  or  even, the  application  of 
a  few  leeches  to  the  throat,  has  been  known  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  immediate  finking,  and  fometimes  death  with¬ 
in  a  few  hours,  in  cafes  which  feemed  previoufly 
favourable.  Dr.  Fothergill  was  among  the  firft  to  dif-. 
courage  this  deftructive  practice*.  An  inftance  of  it  s 
effects,  quoted  above  (page  299),  from  a  Spanifh  phyfi- 
cian,  mufi  firike  a  precctitioner  of  the  prefent  day  with 
horror.  From  Spain  the  difeafe  fpread  into  Italy,,  where 
under  the  fame  mode  of  treatment,  it  proved  univer- 
fally  fatal  on  the  fecond,.thirdy  or  fourth  day  of  fever; 
page  265.  It  is  extraordinary  that  after  fo  dreadful  a 
mortality,  no  phyfician  fhould  have  thought  of  inftitu- 
ting  a  different  mode  of  practice.  None  of  them,  how- 

*  Pag.  53-4.  Dr.  Huxham>  persevered  in  blood-letting  till  the  year 
1750,.  though  he  says,  ‘^  It  will  be  constantly  found  that  the  pulse,  as- 
well  as  the  strength,  sink  vastly  aftei  the  second  or  third  bleeding,  and 
truly  very,  surprizingly.  after  the  first.  ’  Dr.  Gr.uU  was  also  an  advocate 
for  bleeding  in  Angina  maligna,  1770.  On  Fev.  vol.  II.  p.  104.  124.  and 
on  Sore  throat,  page  26.  For  the  effects  of  this  practice,  see  M.  Chomel’s 
cases,  Paris  1749,  or  Grant  on  Fevers,  vol.  II.  page  213. 
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ever,  would  recede  from  the  plan  or  maxims  they  had 
adopted,  fo  that  the  honour  of  arrefting  the  progrefs 
of  this  d.ifeafe,  and  of  effecting  it’s  cure,  was  claimed 
by  a  bold  empiric*,  who  attracted  general  attention 
by  advertifing  a  fpecific  remedy,  ^  which  was  merely 
a  cretaceous  earth,  or  bole,  faid  to  be  the  Samian  earth 
recommended  by  Galen  for  ulcers  of  the  mouth.  We 
cannot  now  impute  Charamonte’s  fuccefs,  which  was, 
certainly  very  great,  to  an  inert  powder,  but  mu  ft  re¬ 
fer  it  to  collateral  circumflances.  A  principal  one 
feems  to  have  been,  that  when  the  Neapolitans  and  Si¬ 
cilians  were  induced  to  confide  in  a  fpecific,  they  no 
longer  fubmitted  .to  the  ufual  purging  and  bleedings, 
which,  in  oppofition  to  the  whole'  faculty  of  Naples, 
Charamonte  decidedly  reprobated  as  the  caufes  of  the 
preceding  mortality.  The  event  was  by  no  means  in 
favour  of  medical  fcience  at  that  period  ;  for,  foon 
after  the  trammels  of  regular  practice  were  fhaken  off, 
■vve  find  that  the  difeafe  became  lefs  frequent,  and 
lefs  fatal,  though  it’s  name  impreffed  terror  through 
many  fucceeding  generations. 

Dr.  Fothergill  and  Dr.  Cotton  do  not  ftrongly  enjoin 
the  exhibition  of  Errietics  in  the  Scarlatina  maligna.  Dr. 

*  See  Osservalione  del  contagioso  mal  di  Canna;  Di  Girolamo  Cha¬ 
ramonte,  della  cittadi  Leoutiai.  In  Napoli,  1(537. 
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Huxham,  though  very  cautious  with  regard'to  them,  has 
juhly  obfervedjthat "  Emetics  do  not  aggravate  the  pam 
of  the  throat  in  adults,  but  in  general  greatly  relieve  it 
and  that,  “  it  was  frequently  neceflary  to  vomit  child¬ 
ren  with  a  little  oxymel  of  Squills,  effence  of  Antimony, 
or  the  like,  otherwife  the  vail  mafs  of  tenacious  mucus 
would  have  quite  fuffocated  them.” — A  bold  and  per- 
fevering  courfe  of  Emetics,  recommended  page  354-5, 
may  be  confidered  as  the  moft  effeclual  mode  of  obvi¬ 
ating  the  lingular  malignity  of  this  diflemper*.  When 
adminiftered  in  due  time,  they  very  generally  prevent 
the  tranfition  from  the  milder  to  the  more  virulent 
forms  of  the  Scarlatina,  mentioned  page  277,  and  re¬ 
move  the  febrile  fymptoms  at  the  earlieft  polTible  pe¬ 
riod.  In  dubious  cafes,  if  powerful  dofes  of  Ipeca¬ 
cuanha,  either  alone,  or  combined  with  tartarifed  Anti¬ 
mony,  entirely  fail  to  produce  their  ufual  elFe6ls,,  it 

*  Sed  niillibi  niagis  emesis. necessaria,  quam  ulxi  a  miasmate  epidemico 
origo  morbi  pendere  videtur ;  subtracto  enim  per  vomitum  fomite  primas 
vias  ingrcsso,  multb  milior  morbus  evadit.  Id  in  primis  perspectum  saipe. 
est  in  epidemica  Scaviatinii  cui  angina,  apluhosa,  ant  gangrmnosa  adjun- 
gitur.  Burserius,  Inst. .Med.  Pract.  vol.  II.  §  82.  • 

Kearslej  (seepage  3.S0)  makes  nearly  the  same  observations,  and  adds, 
if  The  vomiting  being  sometimes .  repeated,  and  seconded  by  subacid 
camphorated  diaphoretics,  generally  maintained  the  advantage,  and 
effectually  checked  the  discharge  from  the  bowels,  which  had'belore  well 
nigh  destroyed  the  powers  of  life,”  Compare  Tournefort’s  Bemarks^ 
page  287,-8. 

may 
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may  be  concluded  that  the  moft  unfavourable  Hate  of 
the  difeafe  has  begun,  and  that  the  patient’s  fituation 
is  extremely  dangerous*. 

The  nitrous  fumigation  (page  368),  feems  particu¬ 
larly  ufeful  in  keeping  the  throat  clean,  and  often 
fupercedes  the  neceffity  of  Gargles.  Gargles  however, 
contribute  to  remove  the  vifcid  oifenfive  matter  which 
encumbers  the  fauces,  and  which  if  fw  alio  wed,  produces 
difagreeable  effects  on  the  itomach  and  bowels.  Thofe 
prepared  with  Contrayerva,  according  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  given  by  Dr.  Fothergillf,  are  the  moft  grateful, 
and  advantageous.  It  is  probable  that  gargles  of  a  much 
more  ftimulating  quality  would  afford  relief  at  an  early 
period  of  this  diforder.  Tournefort  obferves,  that  in 
the  epidemic  Sore-throat  of  infants  at  Milo  (fee  above, 
page  287},  after  repeated  emetics,  a  folution  of  ftyrax 
in  brandy,  employed  as  a  gargle,  had  an  excellent 
effect J.  Navier  alfo  Hates,  that  the  progrefs  of  internal 
gangrene  may  be  arrefted  by  a  gargle  compofcd  of 
oxyrael,  and  camphorated  fpirit  made  with  alcaline 

*  See  Reports  on  the  Diseases  in  London,  page  25. 

•j-  On  the  Sore-throat,  page  64.  Compare  Withering,  page  91. 

“  La  solution  de  styrax  liquide  xians  I’eau  de  vie  est  excejlente  en 
gargarisme,  a  cette  rencontre.’’ 

''  The  only  gargle  that  I  have  seen  any  service  from  is  brandy’,  with  a 
little  water,  or  frequently  without  any  mixture  whatever.”  Sims,  page  424. 

fait. 
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fait,  according  to  HoflFmann’s  method.  In  the  Weft 
India  iflands,  where  the  Angina  maligna  appears  in  the 
fame  form  as  in  the  Levant  (page  287),  the  favourite 
gargle  is  made  with  Capficum,  or  Cayenne  pepper, 
which,  though  productive  of  much  pain,  is  faid  to  be 
very  efficacious*. 

Occafional  immerfions  in  warm  water  f  are  recom¬ 
mended  in  this  form  of  Scarlatina  by  fome  practi¬ 
tioners.  I  never  tried  the  effeCts  of  warm  bathing, 
but  have  obferved  confiderable  advantage  from  the 
application  of  warm  vinegar  and  brandy  to  the  limbs, 
and  to  the  greater  part  of  the  bodyj.  Dr.  Currie 
remarks,  that  “  the  affufion  of  cold  water  is  fcarcely 
applicable  to  the  Scarlatina  piirpurata,  and  that  the 
tepid  affuGon  makes  little  impreHion  upon  it.” — He 

*  These  strong  applications  do  not  impede  the  healing  of  the  ulcers  in  the 
Scarlatina  maligna ;  for  when  there  is  loss  of  substance,  it  is  not  replaced 
by  granulations  as  in  cases  of  simple  ulcers  or  sloughs,  but  the  cavities 
are  hastily  skinned  over,  without  being  filled  up,  and  therefore  often 
remain  apparent,  through  life,  on  the  uvula,  tonsils,  &,c.  See  Dr.  Adams 
on  Morbid  Poisons,  chap.  VI. 

+  Dr.  Withering,  page  93. 

J  “  As  an  auxiliary  to  stop  the  progress  of  putridity,  bathing  the  body 
with  very  strong  warm  vinegar,  particularly  the  legs  and  thighs,  throat 
and  breast,  was  of  no  inconsiderable  use.”  Kearsley. 
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adds,  “  I  muft  again  enforce  the  fuperior  advantage  o£ 
ufing  the  cold  affufion  early  in  this  difeafe,  and  the 
propriety  of-  afcertaining  that  the  fkin  is  dry,,  and  the 
heat  of  the  patient  greater  than  natural,  in  all  cafes,, 
efpecially  in  fuch  as  are  advanced,  and  where,  of 
courfe,  the  ftrength  is  confiderably  impaired.”  Pag., 
458  :  fee  above  359. 

When  Emetics  have  not  been  exhibited  at  the  proper 
period,  it  becomes  neceffary,  as  the  difeafe  advances,  to 
direct  cordials,  wine,  opium,  Peruvian  bark,  mineral 
acids,  &c.  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe. 
The  Bark  has  been  particularly  recommended  by  De 
Haen,  Sauvages,  Navier,  Plenciz,  and  other  phylicians 
on  the  continent..  Their  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the 
teftimonies  of  many  Britilh  authors,  as  Morton,.  Wall,. 
Cameron,  Johnftone,  Huxham,  Cullen,  Clarke,  Percival, 
&c.  Dr. /Wall  fays,  When  I  firft  gave  the  bark,  I  was 
not  fo  much  direCled  to  it’s  ufe  by  the  ulcerations  in 
the  throat,  as  by  the  petechias  which  appeared  in  the 
patient ;  but  I  was  not  a  little  furprifed  and  pleafed  to. 
find,  that  this  method  fucceeded  fo  immediately  both, 
with  regard  to  one  and  the  other.  I  now  began  to- 
recoiled  what  I  had  formerly  *  obferved  in  the  Smalb 
pox,  “  that  nothing  fo  immediately  cures  a  Sore-throat 


*  Phil.  Trans,  March  1746-7. 
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of  the  malignant  fort  as  the  Bark  does ;  and  1  was  foon 
convinced  by  a  multitude  of  inftances,  that,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  it  is  truly  a  fpecific  in  the  cafe  before  us.” 
Medical  Mufeum,  Vol.  I.  No.  14. — The  terms  here 
made  ufe  of  are  certainly  too  ftrong-,  for  although 
the  bark  may  be  in  many  cafes  very  ufeful,  it  often 
difappoints  our  expedations,  and  where  the  difeafe 
has  been  improperly  managed  in  the  beginning,  or 
where  the  fymptoms  are  violent,  it  feems  wholly  in¬ 
efficacious.  Dr.  Withering  is  the  only  author,  how¬ 
ever,  who,  from  experience,  declares  the  Bark  to  be 
univerfally  prejudicial  in  the  Scarlatina.  “  In  fome 
inftances,”  he  fays,  "  the  inflammation  attendant  upon 
the  difeafe  is  in  itfelf  fufficient  to  produce  the  floughs, 
but  they  are  generally  the  confequence  of  neglect  or 
improper  management ;  for  if  the  patient,  from  the 
beginning,  is  treated  upon  the  plan  I  advife,  the  floughs 
either  never  appear,  or  if  they  have  appeared,  never 
increafe;  and  in  twenty-four  hours  vanifli  altogether. 
But  when  that  inflammation  is  flfill  augmented  by  large 
and  frequent  dofes  of  Bark,  it  is  aftonilhing  to  fee  how 
much  the  tumefaftion  increafes,  and  how  rapidly  the 
whole  lining  of  the  fauces  is  converted  into  a  (linking 
flough.  It  is  true,  neverthelefs,  that  many  patients  re¬ 
cover  who  take  Bark.  The  fafl  feems  to  be,  that  in 
mild  cafes,  an  improper  mode  of  treatment  is  not  highly 
detrimental :  it  is  only  in  the  more  dangerous  Rate  of 
3  C  2  the 
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the  difeafe  that  we  can  do  much  harm.  And  I  am 
ready  to  confefs,  that  in  two  or  three  of  the  firft  bad 
cafes  I  faw,  mifled  by  fo  many  marks  of  putrefcency, 
I  gave  the  bark  *,  but  the  confequences  were  not  fuch 
as  could  juflify  a  continuance  of  it.” 

Mr.  J.  Kearfley,  though  an  advocate  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Peruvian  bark  in  the  Scarlatina  maligna  (fee 
above,  page  366,  note)  feems  to  be  flrongly  imprelTed 
with  the  advantages  of  another  remedy.  He  fays, 
“  There  yet  remains  one  thing,  which  is  of  great  con- 
fequence  in  abating  putrefafiion,  and  which  may  be 
taken  diluted  with  water.  It  is  an  infufiion  of  gum 
Myrrh,  one  ounce  in  a  pint  of  the  ftrongeft  vinegar. 
A  pap  or  tea-fpoonful  of  this  tindlure  may  be  mixed 
with  barley  water,  and  given  to  the  lick  in  any  ftage  of 
the  diforder.”  Gent.  Mag.  Vol.  XXXIX.  page  523. 

The  internal  ufe  of  Capficum,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Angina  maligna,  is  faid  to  have  been  attended  with 
very  great  fuccefs  in  the  Weft  Indies.  An  infufion  is 
made  in  the  following  manner :  “  Take  two  table- 
fpoonfuls  of  fmall  red  pepper,  or  three  of  the  com¬ 
mon  Cayenne  pepper,  and  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  fine 
fait ;  beat  them  into  a  pafte,  and  then  add  to  them  half 
a  pint  of  boiling  water.  Strain  off  the  liquor  when 
cold,  and  add  to  it  half  a  pint  of  very  fharp  vinegar. 

Let 
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Let  a  table-fpobnful  of  this  liquor  be  taken  every  half 
hour,  as  a  dofe  for  an  adult  j  the  quantity  being  db 
minifhed  in  proportion  for  children.”  A  particular  ac¬ 
count  of  the  epidemic  Sore-throat  thus  relieved,  and 
of  the  efFe8;s  of  the  remedy,  is  given  in  the  Medical 
Communications,  Vol.  II.  and  in  Dr.  Duncan’s  Medical 
Commentaries  for  the  year  1787. 

A  phyfician  near  Gainlborough  confiders  Volatile  Al¬ 
kali  “  to  be  endowed  with  a  fpecific  power  over  the 
Malignant  Scarlet  Fever  and  Sore-throat.”  He  diffolves 
two  drachms  of  the  carbonate  of  Ammonia  in  five 
ounces  of  water,  and  diredls  the  patient  to  take  half  a 
table-fpoonful,  or  two  tea-fpoonfuls,  every  two,  three, 
or  four  hours,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  fymp- 
toms.  If  the  difficulty  of  fwallowing  abate,  and  the 
patient  wifh  for  it,  a  little  cold  water  may  be  added  to 
each  dofe cold  water,  or  toaft  and  water,  to  be  drunk 
at  pleafure.  The  above  remedy  was  given  in  every 
form,  and  in  every  ftage,  of  the  Scarlatina. — “  Some,” 
he  fays,  “  were  glowing  with  univerfal  efflorefcence  : 
in  fome,  the  extremities  were  fwelled  in  others,  foetid 
ulcers  appeared,  particularly  about  the  parts  of  gene¬ 
ration:  in  moft,- the  throat  was  fwelled  and  inflamed, 
often  ulcerated,  and  refpiration  almoft  prevented:  but 
in  the  mofi  alarming  cafes,  a  fcorching  fever,  and  raging 
delirium,  rendered  the  patient’s  lituation  horribly 

alarming; 
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alarming ; — ^yet  in  all  thefe  variations  of  the  difeafe, 
the  volatile  Alkali  was  my  fpeciiic,  which  I  admini- 
ftered  to  between  two  and  three  hundred  patients  fuc- 
ceffively  and  fuccefs fully.”  The  immediate  efFe<3;s  of 
the  remedy  are  ftated  to  be,  a  diminution  of  heat,  fever, 
and  delirium,  and  a  difpofition  to  fleep*. 

There  is  not  any  certain  prefervative  from  the  conta¬ 
gion  of  the  Scarlatina,  for  perfons  within  it’s  influence. 
After  expofure  to  the  effluvia  or  breath  of  the  Ack, 
in  attending  to  the  fymptoms,'  and  examining  the 
throat,  it  is  ufual  for  medical  men  to  have  a  fenfation 
on  the  tongue  as  if  green  vitriol  were  diflblving  in 
the  mouth.  This  tafte  remains  for  fome  hours,  nor 
can  it  be  obliterated  by  gargling  with  water,  acid,  or 
fpirit.  It  excites  naufea  in  fome  perfons,  and  very 
generally  occafions  repeated  difcharges  of  faliva,  which 
may  perhaps  prevent  the  poifon  from  entering  the 
fauces  or  Romach,  and  from  affeding  the  conftitution. 
In  conformity  to  this  notion.  Dr.  Withering  recommends 
fternutatories,  and  gargles  of  cauftic  Alkali  largely  di¬ 
luted  with  water.  The  ufe  of  camphor,  bark,  wine, 
vinegar,  and  fumigation,  is  infufficient  to  prevent  the 
diffufion  of  contagion,  efpecially  in  fchools,  or  other 

*  Dr.  E.  Peart’s  “  Practical  Information  on  the  Malignant  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Sore-throat.”  1802. 
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places  where  many  young  perfons  are  crouded  to- 
gether^  At  Ackworth,  in  the  feminary  founded  and 
fupported  by  the  Society  of  Friends,  the  Scarlatina,  in 
1803,  affeded  171  perfons,  and  continued  upwards  of 
four  months,  although  the  greateft  exertions  were  made 
to  arreft  it’s  progrefs  by  keeping  the  infefted  feparate 
from  the  reft,  and  alfo  by  ftri6t  attention  to  ventilation,, 
and  to  cleanlinefs  throughout  the  houfe;  fee  above, 
pag.  270.  Dr.  Binns’s  account  of  the  introduction  of 
this  virulent  complaint  among  the  fcholars,  and  of  the 
difficulty  of  eradicating  it,  cannot  fail  to  be  acceptable 
both  to  medical  readers,  and  to  thofe  who  are  intereft- 
ed  in  the  profperity  of  academies. 

“  The  family  was  attackedby  this  difeafe  when  it  did 
not  exiil  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ackworth,  and  yet,, 
fix  months  before,  it  came  to  our  very  doors  without 
affecting  any  one  in  the  houfe.  Jt  began  in  a  boy 
from  Sheffield,  who  had  been  with  us  a  confiderable 
time.  Though  not  able  to  afcertain  the  point,  I 
was  led  to  fufped  that  he  might  have  received  from 
his  friends  fome  prefent  imbued  with  contagion,, 
having  reafon  to  believe  the  diforder  was  once  intro¬ 
duced  into  a  fchool,  fixty  miles  from  Liverpool^  by  a-, 
hamper  of  oranges  fent  from  that  town,  when  the  dif¬ 
eafe  was  very  prevalent  there.  It  might  probably 
come  in  another  way  from  a  diftance,  namely,  by.  goods^ 

purchafed. 
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purchafed,  as  flocks  ufed  for  the  children’s  bolfters, 
or  curled  hair  for  their  mattreffes ;  but  I  have  no  fuffi- 
cient  ground  for  any  of  thefe  fuppofitions  :  being, 
therefore,  baffled  in  my  attempts  to  trace  it  to  any 
other  place,  I  have  been  almoft  ready  to  conclude  that 
it  may  have  originated  here,  as  it  muft  have  an  origin 
fome  where ; — but  if  fo,  I  am  entirely  at  a  lofs  to  fay  how 
it  could  be  produced.  Circumftances  indeed  feemed, 
at  firfl  fight,  to  warrant  the  conclufion,  as  two  boys  ap¬ 
plied  to  me  on  account  of  this  complant,  on  the  fame 
day:  I  found,  however,  on  enquiry,  that  the  Sheffield 
boy  was  taken  ill  two  days  before  the  other,  that  he 
flept  in  the  next  bed,  and  that  he  had  vomited  very 
offenfive  matter  between  the  beds :  in  this  way,  perhaps, 
infeftion  was  communicated  to  the  fecond  boy,  for,  on 
former  occafions,  I  remember  feveral  cafes  in  which 
the  difeafe  began  two  days  after  expofure  to  contagion. 
The  above  patients  applied  on  the  fecond  of  the  fourth 
month,  but  no  other  till  the  twelfth  of  the  fame  month, 
when  two  boys  and  one  girl  were  attacked :  thefe,  I 
fuppofe,  were  iHfe61ed  by  communication  with  perfons 
who  vifited  the  fick,  for  fome  of  the  family  could  not 
be  prevented  from  paying  unneceffary,  and,  I  think, 
very  blameable  vilits*. 

*  The  Scarlatina  anginosa  occurred  here  about  eight  years  ago,  in  a 
milder  form,  so  that  of  sixty  or  seventy  who  were  affected,  but  one  died: 
this  patient  was  a  girl,  taken  suddenly  with  convulsions,  while  in  a  reduced 
.and  dropsical. state,  about  three  weeks  after  the  Scarlatina  had  disappeared. 

«  Our 
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“  Our  number  of  boys  when  the  difeafe  broke  out 
was  179,  of  whom  104  were  attacked  in  the  courfe 
of  four  months;  after  that  time  only  one  was  affefted. 
Of  the  105,  five  died.  Many  children  having  been  fent 
home  foon  after  the  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  there  re¬ 
mained  in  the  fchool,  at  the  end  of  the  feventh  month, 
only  126  boys.  The  number  of  girls,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  fourth  month,  was  119.  Between  the  twelfth  of  this, 
and  the  end  of  the  fifth  month,  48  girls  were  attacked, 
and  but  one  afterward;  fo  that  the  difeafe  prevailed 
among  the  girls  fcarcely  half  the  time  it  did  among  the 
boys.  Of  the  forty-eight  affe6ied,  two  died;  and  fince 
many  of  the  girls  alfo  returned  home  foon  after  the  com¬ 
plaint  appeared,  their  number  was,  at  the  end  of  the 
eighth  month,  diminilhed  to  90.  I  mention  this  redudion 
of  our  lift,  left  otherwife  it  might  appear  that  we  were 
more  fuccefsful  than  we  really  were,  in  defending  a 
great  number  from  the  contagion.  Befides  the  child¬ 
ren,  who  were  in  general  between  eight  and  fourteen 
years  of  age,  a  few  others  of  the  family  were  affefted 
with  the  difeafe. — The  following  is  a  fiatement  of  the 
whole : 

Affected  with  the  disease.  Died. 


Boys . 105  Of  whom  5 

Girls . .  49  ...  2 

Masters,  apprentices,  and  servant-men  ...  8  ...  0 

Mistresses,  servant- women,  and  apprenticed  girls  9  ...  0 

171  7  nearly 

1  in  24  . 

3  D  About 
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About  thirty  other  children  were  affected,  but  too^ 
{lightly  to  be  included  in  the  lick  lift;  however,  it  may 
be  obferved  that  in  the  lift  of  171,  there  was  almoft 
every  gradation  of  the  difeafe;  I  could  not  therefore 
draw  the  line  of  diftin6lion  with  much  exafbaefs. 

“  In  regard  to  prevention,  I  think  that  an  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  diet  in  fuch  as  live  low,  moderate  exercife 
in  the  open  air,  cold  bathing,  in  fbort  every  mode 
of  ftrengthening  the  conftitution,  with  great  attention 
to  cleanlinefs  and  ventilation,  mud  have  a  tendency 
both  to  ward  off  the  difeafe,  and  to  fupport  through  it 
thofe  on  whom  the  contagion  has  faftened. — They  who 
are  in  attendance  ought  as  much  as  pofiible  to  avoid 
taking  the  breath  of  the  lick,  fince  it  is  clear  that  the 
Scarlatina^  and  very  probable  that  fome  other  difeafes 
are  fo  received.  When  children  in  a  fchool  are  affefled 
with  fymptoms  of  fever,  they  fhould  be  immediately 
feparated  from  the  reft,  till  the  nature  of  the  fever  be 
fully  afcertained  :  this  precaution  having  been  taken, 
I  believe  feveral  children  at  Ackworth,  though  really 
attacked  by  the  Scarlatina,  were,  through  the  early 
application  of  fuitable  means,  prefently  reftored  to 
health.  But  when  thefe  attempts  did  not  fucceed,  the 
patients  were  fent  to  a  fever-houfe  at  the  bottom  of  the 
garden,  more  than  two  hundred  yards  from  the  grounds 
frequented  by  the  children.  This  houfe  confifted  of 
a  chamber  for  the  fick  girls,  and  another  for  the  boys, 

with 
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with  anfwerable  convalefcent  rooms  on  the  ground- 
floor,  and  a  bed-room  for  the  nurfes,  befides  a  few 
other  fmall  apartments,  all,  by  a  little  contrivance, 
fufficiently  ventilated.  The  children,  whofe  complaints 
did  not  require  them  to  be  ftriflly  confined,  might 
walk  behind  the  houfe,  where  there  is  a  grafs-plot : 
but  when  the  fever  and  floughs  in  the  throat  were 
wholly  removed,  the  patients  flayed  a  few  days  in  the 
convalefcent  rooms,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  walking, 
in  the  garden,  at  the  front  of  the  houfe,  to  clear  them- 
felves  from  infeflion  by  repeated  expofure  to  the  open 
air.  After  this  they  went  acrofs  the  garden  to  a  wafh- 
houfe  about  equally  diflant  from  the  fever-houfeandthe 
fchool,  where  they  were  entirely  ftripped,  and  wafhed 
with  foft  foap,  particular  attention  being  paid  to  cleanf* 
ing  their  hair.  They  then  pvt  on  fre/h  clothing,  and 
went  up  to  the  rooms  in  the  fchool, being,  however,  kept 
apart  for  fome  time  longer.  Their  bed  and  body  linen 
was  frequently  changed  on  their  return,  as  it  before  had 
been  in  the  fick-rooms.  When  they  had  continued 
thus  about  a  week,  and  appeared  to  have  recovered 
their  ftrength,  the  general  ablution  was  repeated  ;  and 
after  rambling  in  the  fields  for  fome  hours,  they  were 
permitted  to  mix  with  the  other  children.” 

**  As  foonas  the  weather  would  permit,  cold-bathing 
was  entered  on  by  the  boys  who  were  in  health :  they 
3D  2  began 
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began  with  it  fooner  than  the  girls,  and  ufed  it  more 
frequently,  yet  it  appears  by  the  proportion  of  boys 
afFe6led,  that  they  were  more  fufceptible  of  the  difeafe 
than  the  girls,  which  feems  to  militate  againfl;  the  opi¬ 
nion  before  given;  however,  the  influence  of  other 
caufes  fhould  be  taken  into  account.” 

“  Fumigations  were  used,  with  an  unfparing  hand, 
both  in  the  hck  and  the  convalefcents’  houfes  ;  they 
were  ufed  in  the  lodging-rooms  of  the  children  who 
were  well,  every  evening  after  they  retired  to  reft. 
Our  ufual  mode  of  fumigation  was  by  pouring  vitriolic 
acid  on  marine  fait,  to  which  manganefe  was  added  on 
the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Walker,  who,  at  my  re- 
queft,  came  over  feveral  times  from  Leeds  to  vifit  the 
fick,  and  to  whofe  affiftance  I  attribute  a  confiderable 
fhare  of  the  fuccefs  in  our  management  of  this  dread¬ 
ful  difeafe.  This  plan  of  fumigation,  after  a  long 
trial,  appearing  infufficient  to  dellroy  the  contagion, 
the  manganefe  was  omitted,  as  it  tends  to  oxygenate 
the  muriatic  acid,  by  which  efled,  in  the  opinion  of 
Chaptal,  it’s  acid  virtues  become  weaker,  fince  it’s 
affinities  with  alcalieS  diminiffi,  and  it  is  fo  far  from 
reddening  blue  vegetable  colours  that  it  deftroys  them. 
Elem  of  Chem.  Vol.  I.  p.  246.  We  afterwards  ufed 
only  the  fait  and  acid,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  John- 
ftone,  but  with  no  more  apparent  advantage  than  be¬ 
fore. 
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fore.  The  vapour  raifed  by  Dr.  C.  Smyth’s  mode  of 
fumigation,  proved  fo  unpleafant  to  my  lungs,  that  I 
was  foon  obliged  to  lay  it  afide.” 

Vinegar  was  employed  very  freely  in  fprinkling 
the  floors,  and  even  the  bed-clothes :  the  patients 
likewife  were  very  frequently  wafhed,  during  the  hot 
ftages  of  the  difeafe,  with  cold  vinegar,  or  vinegar  and 
water,  or  vinegar  and  brandy,  by  means  of  Iponges, 
or  linen  cloths,  not  only  on  their  faces  and  extremities, 
but  occafionally  over  the  whole  body;  and  they,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  experienced  much  relief  from  it.” 

Though  the  feafon  was  ufually  very  cool,  a  fyftem 
of  ventilation  was  carried  on,  night  and  day,  much  be¬ 
yond  what  can  be  done  in  almoft  any  private  family. 
The  rooms  were  alfo  frequently  wafhed,  fometimes 
even  while  the  fick  were  in  them;  nor  do  I  know  of 
any  cafe  in  which  this  pra£lice  was  attended  with  the 
fmalleft  injury.” 

“  Gargling  night  and  morning,  as  recommended  to 
us  by  Dr.  Lettfom,  was  not  ufed  by  them  that  were 
well,  till  the  difeafe  appeared  on  the  decline  :  it  muft 
no  doubt  be  ferviceable  as  a  preventive,  but,  notwith- 
flanding  it  was  long  regularly  pra6lifed  by  the  child¬ 
ren,  it  did  not  prevent  returns  of  the  Sore-throat  with 
feverifh  fymptoms. 

‘‘  Not  finding  that  the  means  above-mentioned  are 
to  be  wholly  depended  upon,  I  would  recommend, 

in 
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in  large  fchools,  that  the  fick,  and  their  attendants,  or 
vifiters,  fhould  be  precluded  from  any  communication 
with  the  reft  of  the  family*.  This  I  found  could  not 
be  carried  into  effefl,  though  the  houfe  for  the  fick 
was  250  yards  from  the  Ichool,  while  provifions,  &c. 
%vere  fent  from  it  to  the  fick;  I  therefore  propofed, 
when  the  difeafe  broke  out,  to  fend  away  thofe  at  the 
time  uninfefled,  as  far  as  praflicable :  but  this  was  not 
done  till  a  very  late  period,  fome  perfons,  who  were 
confultedy  thinking  the  tirlt  precaution  would  be  fuffi- 
eient.” 

In  making  the  feparation  here  recommended,  we 
may  fafely  a61:  on  the  fuppofition  that  perfons  under 
the  influence  of  contagion  do  not  communicate  it 
till  they  are  adually  affected  with  the  fever  and  efflo- 
refcence.  Under  certain  circumftances,  indeed,  the 
infection  may  be  conveyed  from  one  to  another  by  a 
third  perfon.  A  nurfe,  for  inftance,  having  received 
on  her  clothes,  pocket-handkerchief^  &c.  the  vapour 

*  la  academies  not  so  populous  as  Aekworth  school,  the  above  means 
carefully  applied  have  been  found  effectual.  See  Dr.  Haygarth’s  Letter 
taj)r.  Percival,  page  81 ;  also  Dr.  Withering,  page  67,  and  Dr.  BlacTt- 
burne,  on  Scarlet  Fever,  page  21.  All  these  writers  give  a  caution  against 
the  usual  practice,  on  the  appearance  of  the  disease,  of  hastily  dispersing 
the  scholars,  who  may,  after  returning  home,  diffuse  contagion  in  their 
respective  families  and  neighbourhoods. 
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from  the  lungs,  the  phlegm  from  the  throat,  or  dif- 
charge  from  the  noilrils,  of  a  patient  in  the  Scarlet  Fe¬ 
ver,  would  infed  any  child  attended  or  carelTed  by 
her  while  fhe  wore  the  fame  drefs:  or  fervants,  after 
vifiting  their  relations  or  friends  ill  of  Scarlatina,  may 
fometimes  infefl  their  fellow-fervants,  and  the  children 
in  houfes  where  they  relide ;  but  all  the  perfons  thus 
fecondariiy  infefted  are  incapable  of  communicating 
the  difeafe,  until  the  fever  fupervene,  which,  by  alter¬ 
ing  the  Hate  of  the  fecretions,  open  a  new  fource  of 
contagion.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  convalefcents 
from  Scarlatina,  notwithfianding  a  minute  attention 
to  cleanlinefs  and  change  of  apparel,  remain,  for  two, 
or  three  weeks*,  capable  of  infefting  perfons  fufcep- 
tible,  efpecially  children,  with  whom  they  have  inter- 
courfe  :  in  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  the  contagion, 
the  long,  laborious  procefs  defcribed,  pages  383-4, 
feems  not  more  than  fufficient.  Dr.  Blackburne  has 
properly  animadverted  upon' the  dangerous  practice  of 
fending  convalefcents  to  fchool,  often  with  the  clothes 
worn  during  their  illnefs.  After  adducing  fame  ex.- 

*  These  periods  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  in  several  instances. 
I  likewise  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  that,  a  convalescent  from^the 
Measles,  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  although  in  fresh  clothes,  infected  a 
child  in  the  country,  on  whom  tlie  eruption  appeared,  thirteen  days  a/tec 
the  intercourse. 
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araples  of  the  mifchievous  efFe6ls  thus  produced,  he 
adds,  “  The  public  are  therefore  moft  ferioufly  admo- 
niflied  of  the  great  danger  of  allowing  convalefcents 
to  mix  too  foon  with  fociety.  1  have  no  doubt  that 
thoufands  have  been  infe6i;ed  in  this  way,  from  the 
moll  unfufpefted  quarters,  and  will  continue  to  be  fo 
unlefs  the  momentous  fa6l  here  fubftantiated  be  made 
known,  and  aded  upon  with  a  confcientious  regard 
to  the  public  weal*.” 

All  the  precautions  above  fpecified  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved  on  the  appearance  of  the  fimple  Scarlatina,  as 
well  as  when  our  attention  is  called  to  the  more  dan¬ 
gerous  forms  of  the  diftemper.  From  the  Jlatements, 
page  281,  332-3,  it  follows  that  the  flighteft  cafe  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  occurring  in  a  large  family  or  fchool, 
where  no  preventive  care  is  exercifed,  may  prefently 
produce  in  fome  the  Scarlatina  anginofa,  in  others  the 
ulcerated  Sore-throat,  and  in  others  the  gangrenous 
Sore-throat ;  and  may  thus  endanger  all  thofe  who 
have  communication  with  the  perfons  affefted,  or  with 
their  attendants.  Influenced  by  a  conlideration  of 
thefe  circumftances,  ought  we  not  to  employ  all  the 
means  in  our  power,  and  efpecially  fuch  as  have  been 
found  fuccefsful  againft  other  contagions,  to  eradicate 

*  On  Scarlet  Fever,  page  36. 
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from  our  country  this  infidious,  moft  virulent,  and 
deftru6live  difeafe  ? — It  does  not  feem  to  have  been 
known  among  us  more  than  150  years,  for  Sydenham 
and  Morton  are  the  firft  Englifli  writers  who  mention 
it.  Sir  Robert  Sibbald,  phyfician  to  King  Charles  the 
Second  for  Scotland,  fays  in  the  year  1680,  this  difeafe 
had  appeared  fo  lately  at  Edinburgh,  and  was  fo  little 
under/lood,  that  he  could  not  venture  to  give  any  ob- 
fervations  on  the  theory  of  it,  nor  on  the  method  of 
treatment.  “Inter  multos  raorbos,  qui  huic  faeculo 
originem  debent,  nuperrimb  Febris  obfervata  eft  quas 
Scarlatina  dicitur  a  coccineo  colore,  quo  cutis  fere  uni- 
verfa  tingitur.  Hujus  morbi  non  ita  frequentes  obfer- 
vationes  funt,  ut  indb  accurata  ejus  theoria  tradi,  et 

curandi  m.ethodus  extrui  poterit. - Pauciftimi  verd  ex 

hac  febre  mortui  funt.”  Before  the  middle  of  the  laft 
century,  it  had  made  .it’s  appearance  in  every  populous 
town  of  North  Britain,  as  well  as  England,  and  had 
extended  throughout  the  greater  part  of  Ireland.  There 
ate,  however,  in  different  quarters  of  the  united  king¬ 
dom,  fome  diftribls  remote  from  any  confiderable 
town,  and  feveral  fmall  iflands,  which  have  not  been 
vifited  by  the  difeafe,  if  we  can  truft  to  the  memories 
or  traditions  of  their  inhabitants.  The  above  circum- 
ftance  affoi'ds  a  proof  that  the  Scarlet  Fever  does  not 
arife  fpontaneoufly  in  our  climate  (fee  page  2S4), 
and  that,  when  produced,  it  is  not  communicable  to 
3  E  any 
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any  great  extent  through  the  medium  of  the  atmo- 
fphere,  as  was  formerly  fuppofed.  Our  endeavours  to 
fupprefs  it  will  be  facilitated  by  the  knowledge  we  at 
prefent  poffefs  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  -diffufed. 
Not  only  the  perfpiration,  and  breath,  of  perfons  af- 
fefled  with  the  fever,  communicate  it  to  their  attendants 
and.vifiters;  but  the  clothes,  bedding,  and  furniture,  in 
the  apartments  of  the  lick,  are  for  fome  weeks  capable 
of  inferring  thofe  who  handle  or  ufe  them.  .  Infection  is 
likewife  retained  in  carriages  employed  to  convey  the 
fick  and  convalefcents,  their  nurfes,  or  relatives.  Since 
there  is  not  on  this  head  any  reilraint  by  law,  and  but 
little  from  private  feeling,  fome  hundreds  are  annually 
infefled  by  hackney-coaches,  ftages,  fedans,  and  hired 
carriages.  Dr.  Fothergill  (page  28)  remarks,  that  the 
ulcerated  Sore-throat,  in  174^,  began  at  "Bow,  Green¬ 
wich,  and  adjacent  places,  feeming  to  fpread  from  the 
river  fide  weftward  over  the  whole  city.”  As  the  dif- 
eafe  took  the  fame  courfe,  when  it  was  epidemical  in 
1786  (fee  above,  p.  262),  fome  phyficians  have  thought 
that  the  Scarlatina  was,  on  both  occafions,  introduced 
by  means  of  infefted  goods  brought  from  abroad.  The 
difeafe  may  have  been  fometimes  thus  imported  ;  but 
when  it  appears  in  the  eaflern  part  of  the  metropolis, 
it  will  be  more  frequently  found  to  have  originated 
from  the  large  repofitories  of  old  clothes  near  the  Tower, 
Eaft  Smithfield,  and  Ratcliff  Highway.  It  is  afcertained 

that 
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that  cotton,  hair,  and  wool,  are  the  fub fiances  moft 
readily  imbued  with  contagion,  which  becomes  more 
virulent  when  the  air  is  prevented  from  having,  free 
accefs  to  them. — If  infefiled  clothing,  made  of  thefe 
materials,  remain  for  fome  weeks  in  a  full  clofe  room, 
or  locked  up  in  chefls,  and  be  then  fold  out  during  an 
unhealthy  feafon,  not  only  the  wearers  of  it,  but  all 
who  have  intercourfe  with  them,  are  prefently  affeded, 
and  contribute  to  fpread  the  difeafe.  Thus  alfo  the 
Small-pox,  Meafles,  Typhus,  Hooping  Cough,  Itch, 
and  Scald-Head,  are  perpetuated  among  us;  and  the 
febrile  contagions  are  from  time  to  time  widely  dif- 
fufed.  During  the  lad  year  of  my  attendance  at  the 
Public  Difpenfary,  1  had  reafon  to  think  that  a  fa¬ 
mily  in  Wild-Street,  Lincoln’s-Inn  Fields,  was  in- 
feded  with  Scarlatina  maligna  by  clothes  bought  in 
Monmouth-S'treet.  More  than  fifty  perfons,  in  the 
adjoining,  houfes,  were  foon  affected  with  the  difeafe, 
which  afterwards  traverfed  Drury-Lane,  and  fpread 
by  Long  Acre,  and  the  ftreets  connected  with  it, 
through,  feveral  large  parifhes  in  Weflminfler.  Infection 
is  principally  communicated  at  the  day-fchools,  which 
we  obferve  in  almofl  every  ftreet,  court,  and  alley. 
They  are  much  crowded,  ill  ventilated,  and  open  to 
children  without  refiriction,  and  without  enquiry  in¬ 
to  the  health  of  the  families  from  which  they  come. 
Some  effective  reftrictions  are,  however,  neceffary  with 
3  E  2  refpect- 
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refpect  to  thefe  and  the  other  fources  of  difeafe  above 
mentioned,  which,  although  they  benefit  individuals, 
endanger  the  lives  of  thoufands. — Thofe  who  deem  fuch 
reftraints  an  infringement  on  our  civil  liberties,  and 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  Britifli  conilitution,  may 
be  referred  to  the  Quarantine  laws,  rigidly  enforced 
on  the  paffengers  and  crews  of  all  fhips  coming  from 
Turkey,  or  any  place  in  Africa  within  the  Streights 
of  Gibraltar,  or  from  Weft  Barbary  on  the  Atlantic 
Ocean. — By  an  act  of  Parliament  explained  and  en¬ 
forced  by  an  order  of  the  Privy  Council,  The  ap¬ 
pointed  Superintendant,  and  Medical  Attendant,  or 
the  proper  officer  of  the  cuftoms  at  the  place  where 
the  quarantine  is  to  be  performed*,  muft  go  in  a  boat 
on  the  windward  fide,  and  fee  the  crew,  with  all  other 
perfons  on  board,  muftered  on  the  gangway,  and  in 
their  prefence  put  two  fets  of  queftions  to  the  mafter, 
who  is  toanfwer  the  fame  on  oath.  Two  Quarantine- 
Guardians  are  then  put  on  board  by  the  Superintendant, 
and  the  boats  belonging  to  the  fhips  are  taken  away  till 
the  expiration  of  the  term  :  to  prevent  all  clandeftine 
communication,  a  fufficient  number  of  guard-boats  and 
officers  row  guard  all  night;  and  centinels  with  loaded 
mufkets,  and  with  fmall  pieces  of  ordnance,  loaded 
with  grape  and  cannifter  fhot,  are  conftantly  ftationed 
near  the  lazarets.” 

*  There  are  ten  lazarets,  or  places  for  quarantine,  iu  Great  Britain. 
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ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


393 


“  Thofe  who  arc  appointed  by  the  Superintendant 
to  fupply  the  fliips  or  lazarets  with  neceflaries,  mull 
place  their  boats  to  windward,  and  deliver  by  means 
of  metal  buckets  with  chains  the  articles  they  bring-.” 

After  a  tedious  probationary  airing  of  the  cargo  upon 
deck,  “  all  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  are 
carried  to  the  lazaret,  there  to  be  unpacked,  opened, 
and  aired  for  forty  days.  The  Quarantine  Guardians  are 
to  take  care  that  after  the  difcharge  of  the  cargo,  the 
holds  and  between  decks  of  the  fliips  lhall  be  com¬ 
pletely  fwept,  and  the  fweepings  be  burnt : — to  fearch 
diligently  the  lockers,  chefts,  and  other  repolitories  of 
officers,  pdffengers,  and  crews,  and  fee  that  no  matter, 
or  thing,  fufceptible  of  infeftion,  remain  undelivered  ; 
and  that  all  the  chefts  and  repofitories  be  daily  opened, 
and  aired,  or  fumigated/’ 

Thefe  regulations  are  not  confined  to  the  plague, 
but  muft  be  obferved  in  every  “  other  infe^lious  dif-^ 
eafe  which  is,  by  his  Majefty,  with  the  advice  of  his 
Privy  Council,  declared  to  be  of  the  nature  of  the 
plague.”  Heavy  fines  are  laid,  and  even  death  is 
inflicted,  on  thofe  who  do  not  ftridly  conform  to 
them ;  viz. — “  Mailers  of  veffels  without  clean  bills 
of  health,  meeting  other  fhips  at  fea,  or  being  within 
four  leagues  of  the  coaft  muft,  by  day,  hoift  a  yellow 
flag,  of  fix  breadths  of  bunting,  with  a  circular  mark 
or  ball  entirely  black,  with  diameter  equal  to  two 

breadths 
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breadths  of  bunting,  or  by  night  a  fignal  lanthern  at  the 
main-top-maft  head,  on  penalty  of  2Col.  for  every  fuck 
offence.” — “  Pilots  conducing  vefTcIs  liable  to  quaran¬ 
tine  into  places  not  appointed,  forfeit  lool.— “  If  the 
mafter  of  the  veffel  refufe  to  anfvver  the  queftions  of 
perfons  authorized,  he  forfeits  200I. — If  he  refufe  to 
fhew  the  officer  fuch  bill  of  health,  and  lift  of  goods, 
fchedule,  or  manifeft,  as  he  fhall  have  received  from  the 
Britifh  Conful,  or  two  known  merchants  at  the  port 
where  he  took  the  goods  on  board,  together  vvith  his  log 
book  or  journal,  he  fhall  forfeit  and  pay  the  fum  of  500L 
—He  forfeits  the  fame  if  any  goods,  baggage,  prefents, 
or  letters,  not  fpecified  in  fuch  lifts,  fchedules,  or  manir 
fefts,  be  landed  or  unfhipped. — “  Any  mailer,  feaman, 
or  palTenger,  quitting  the  fhip  without  licence,  may  be 
compelled,  by  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatever,  by 
any  kind  of  neceffary  force,  to  return  on  board,  and 
may  be  imprifoned  fix  months,  and  fined  20ol.”' — “  Maf- 
ters  of  velTels  coming  from  places  vifited  with  the 
plague,  or  having  any  infe6ied  perfon  on  board,  and 
concealing  the  fame,  fhall  fuffer  death  ” — “  If  any  per¬ 
fon  negled  to  repair  duly  to  the  place  appointed  for 
him,  or  fhall  efcape,  and  refufe  to  return,  he  fhall  fuffer 
death,  as  in  cafes  of  felony.”— This  punifhment  ex¬ 
tends  to  “  any  found  perfon  entering  the  lazaret,  who 
fhall  attempt  to  return  from  thence  without  licence, 
and  after  his  efcape  refufe  to  perform  quarantine.”— 

“  Perfons-. 
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Perfons  concealing  from  the  officers,  or  conveying 
any  letters,  wares.  See.  from  the  vefiel,  or  from  the 
lazaret,  fhall  fuffer  death,”  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Since  we  fubmit,  without  relu61;ance,  to  thefe  ftrid 
and  fevere  laws,  in  order  to  guard  againft  the  intro- 
duSiion  of  the  plague,  we  cannot,  I  think,  confiftently 
oppofe  fome  neceffary  regulations  with  refpeft  to  other 
contagious  and  fatal  difeafes.  The  Reports  of  the  In- 
ftitution  for  the  Cure  and  Prevention  of  Contagious 
Fevers  in  the  Metropolis,  Ihew  us  how  much  may  be 
accomplilhed  by  a  perfevering  attention  to  the  fubjeft. 
This  fociety ,  by  removing  perfons  firft  affefted  to  a  con¬ 
venient  houfe,  and  by  ventilating,  clean fing,  and  fu¬ 
migating  the  apartments  they  had  occupied,  widi  their 
apparel,  bedding,  furniture,  &c.  was  enabled,  within 
three  years,  nearly  to  fupprefs  the  Typhus  or  malignant 
Fever,  in  feveral  adjoining  parifhes,  where  it  had  before 
annually  produced  a  confiderable  mortality  among  the 
labouring  poor*.  Some  reftraints  impofed  with  regard 
to  the  fources  of  contagion  (page  290-1),  and  enforced 
by  authority,  might  alfo  prevent  the  dilfufion  of  the 
Scarlet  Fever  in  London,  in  other  cities,  in  our  fea- 
ports,  and  confiderable  manufaduring  towns,  from 
which  it  is  often  conveyed,  in  various  directions, 

*  See  Reports  on  Diseases  in  London,  pages  229,  254,  266,  285. 
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through  the  country.  A  fpecific  mode  of  accomplifli- 
ing  fo  defirable  an  end,  need  not  be  here  detailed ; 
but  the  necelEty  of  it  will,  I  think,  be  apparent  from 
the  foregoing  hiftorical  ftatement,  p.  284 — 350.  The 
exertions  made,  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  to  prevent 
the  communication  of  the  Small-pox,  and  peftilential 
Fevers,  have  been  very  fuccefsful it  is,  therefore, 
reafonable  to  conclude,  that  fimilar  efforts  might  finally 
extirpate  the  Scarlatina,  a  difeafe  which  has  fo  long 
been  the  bane  of  fchools  and  academies,  which  has 
blafted  the  hopes  of  many  noble  houfes,.  and  which,  in 
thoufands  of  families,  by  fuddenly  deftroying  a  nu¬ 
merous  progeny,  has  configned  the  deftitute  parents  to 
anguilh  and  defpair. 


III.  URTICARIA. 


The  urticaria  *  or  nettle-rash  is  charac- 

terized  by  the  round,  oval,  or  longitudinal  elevations 
of  the  cuticle,  ufually  denominated  wheals  (DEF. 
IX),  which  have  a  white  top,  often  furrounded  by 
diffufe  rednefs.  Some  of  the  orbicular  wheals  re- 
femble  tubercles  in  form  (DEF.  VlII.},  but  they  are 
not  permanent,  nor  have  they  any  tendency  to  fup- 
puration.  The  Nettle-raih,  though  in  many  cafes  ac¬ 
companied  with  fever,  is  not  cpntagious.  Linnaeus 
has  defcribed  the  eruption  in  the  following  terms  : 
Sudamina  pruriginofa,  inaequalia,  ruberrima,  dilata- 
bilia,  fugacia,  recidivantia,  furfuraceo-evaneCcentia ; 
Hedica  brevis,  benigna.— The  varieties  of  this  difeafe, 

*  Tliis  disease  is  mentioned  by  different  medical  writers  under  different  ge¬ 
neric  titles,  as  Scarlatina,  Essera,  Erysipelas,  Purpura,  Erythema,  and 
Uredo. 
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which  feem  chiefly  to  merit  attention,  I  propofe  to  de¬ 
nominate  Urticaria  febrilis,  Urticaria  evanida,  Urtica¬ 
ria  perilans.  Urticaria  conferta.  Urticaria  fubcutanea. 
Urticaria  tuberofa. 

I.  Urticaria  febrilis.  This  is  always  attended 
with  confiderable  diforder  of  the  conftitution.  The 
fymptoms  preceding  the  eruption,  are*,  pain  and  fick- 
nefs  at  the  flomach,  head-ach,  great  languor  or  faint- 
nefs,  with  a  difpofition  to  fleep,  a  fenfe  of  anxiety, 
an  increafed  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe,  and  a  white 
fur  on  the  tongue.  In  two  days,  or  fometimes  later, 
after  thefe  fymptoms,  the  wheals  appear  with  an  ef- 
florefcence  in  patches  of  a  vivid  red,  or  fometimes 
nearly  of  a  crimfon  colourt.  They  are  preceded  by 
fits  of  coldnefs  and  fhivering,  and  are  attended  with 
a  molt  troublefome  itching  or  tingling,  which  is  greatly 

aggravated 

*  Purpura  urticata,  imprimis,  corripit  patienles  cum  subtiii  sensu  refrigerii, 
ill  superficie  corporis.  2.  Subsequitur  modicus  calor.  3.  Hunc  comitatur 
sitis  non  admodilm  intensa.  4.  Jungitur  etiam  aliqualis  capitis  perturbatio,  aut 
lenis  ejusdem  dolor.  Junckers  Conspectus,  Tab.  64. 


t  See  PL.  XXV.  Fig,  2. 

Sydenham,  de  Febre  erysipelatosa,  sect.  V.  cap.  6,  observes^  “  Est  et  alia 
hiijusce  morbi  species,  licet  rarius  occurrens. — Febriculam  qute  agmen  ducit. 
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aggravated  during  the  night,  and  which  prevents 
reft  for  many  hours.  In  order  to  avoid  this  incon¬ 
venience,  I  have  known  many  perfons  deep  on  a  fofa 
without  putting  off  their  cloaths,  as  their  diftrefs  be¬ 
gins  immediately  on  uncovering  the  body*.  The 
patches  often  coalefce  fo  as  to  produce  a  continuous 
rednefs:  they  appear  on  molt  parts  of  the  furfacet, 
but  they  are  diffufed  particularly  on  the  Ihoulders, 

loins, 

mox  excipit  pustularuin  per  universum  fere  corpus,  eruptio,  quae  urticaruni 
puricturas  referunt,  et  nonnunquam  in  vesiculas  attolluntur;  mox  recedentes 
tuberculorum  more  sub  cute  se  condunt,  cum  pruritu  mordacissimo,  et  vix  to- 
lerando ;  at  quoties  levissimam  scalpturam  subeuut,  rursdm  apparent.”  Com¬ 
pare  De  Meza,  Med.  Compend.  I.  pag.  54,  De  Febre  erysipelace-^.  Andr. 
Loew.  Hist.  Epidem.  Hungariae,  anno  1688,  in  Act.  Nat.  Cur.  vol.  I.  and 
Epbemerid.  cent.  vi.  obs.  96.  Burserii  Inst.  Med.  vol.  II.  cap.  5.  and  Arne- 
mann,  Handbuch  der  Pract.  Medeciu.  1800. 

*  Every  change  of  temperature  seems  to  produce  uneasiness;  hence  Buse 
riiis  justly  observes,  Calore  lecti,  et  expiratione  aucta,  ssepe  evenit  ut  evanuisse 
papulae  videantur :  sed  si  cutis  aeri  exponatur,  aut  e  lecto  surgant  agri,  retent^ 
expirabili  material,  statim  papulae  conspicuae  hunt,  cutemque  ut  anted  attollunt 
cum  notabili  pruritu  et  ardore.  loc.  citat. 

•f-  5.  Tandem  cum  multo  pruritu,  et  superficial!  tensione,  etrigore,  hinc  indd 
Exanthemata  tam  in  facie  quam  reliquo  corpore  erumpunt.  6.  Haec  Ex¬ 
anthemata  cutim  superant,  et  cit6  in  notabile  augmentum  adcrescunt,  ac  papulas 
.3  F  2  quasdam 
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loins,  nates,  thighs,  and  about  the  knees.  They  extend 
likewife  to  the  face;  and  there  is  fometimes  a  red 
circle  round  the  palm  of  the  hand,  accompanied  with 
a  fenfation  of  violent  heat.  They  appear  and  difap- 
pear  irregularly,  firft  on  one  part,  then  on  another,  and’ 
they  may  be  excited  on  any  part  of  the  fkin  by  ftrong 
fridion  or  fcratching.  During  the  day,  the  effloref- 
cence  fades,  and  the  wheals  in  general  fubfide,  but 
both  of  them  return  with  a  flight  febrile  paroxyfra  in 
the  evening*.  The  red  patches  of  efflorefcence  are- 
often  elevated  above  the  level  of  the  adjoining  cuticle, 
and  form  denfe' tumours,  with  a  hard  djftinfl:  border: 
the  interftices  are  of  a  dull  white  colour.  When  the 
patches  are  numerous,  the  face,  or  the  limb  chiefly  co¬ 
vered  with  them,  appears  tenfe  and  conliderably  en¬ 
larged.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  diforder,  the  eyelids 


quasdam  eminentes,  paull6  latiores,  coloris  ex  pallido  rosei,  urticarum  Ijesiones 
referenfes,  offerunt.  7.  Noiinunquam  cum  protuberantiis  semierysipelaceis, 
et  asperitate  serpigines^  cfSorescit;  et  aiiquo  mode  ejjsipelatis  iiidolem  imi- 
tatur.  Juncker. 

*  8.  Febris,  si  adest,  mitioris  indolis  esse  solet.  9-  iVon  permanent  con- 
stimter  exanthemata,  sed  diuturnis  imprimis  horis  evanescunt,  quibus  etiam 
motus  febriles  remittunt.  10.  Circsi  vesperim  verb,  ubi  febris  revertitur,  denub 
prodeunt,  et  eo  tempore  etiam  pruritus  molestus  et  ardens  insigniter  alBigit. 
Juncker. 
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are  red  and  tumefied,  and  there  is  often  a  fwelling  and 
inflammation  on  the  fides  of  the  feet.  On  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  eruption,  the  pain  and  hcknefs  at  ilo- 
mach  are  in  general  relieved,  but  when  it  difappears, 
thofe  fymptoms  return.  The  whole  duration  of  the 
febrile  Nettle-rafh  is  feven  or  eight  days.  As  the  erup¬ 
tion  declines,  the  tongue  becomes  clear,  the  pulfe  re¬ 
turns  to  it’s  ufual  ftate,  and  all  internal  diforder  ceafes: 
the  eflforefcence  exhibits  a  light  purple  or  pink  co¬ 
lour,  and  then  gradually  difappears,  being  fucceeded 
by  flight  exfoliations  of  the  cuticle*. 

This  complaint,  though  not  in  general  dangerous,  is 
extremely  troublefome  from  the  violent  heat  of  the 
{kin,  and  the  itching  and  reftlelfnefs,  with  which  it  is 
ufually  attended  :  it  is  on  fome  occafions  very  alarming, 
efpecially  when  the  ficknefs  and  languor,  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  eruption,  bring  on  repeated  fits  of  fainting. 
I  faw  it  terminate  fatally  in  the  cafe  of  a  man  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  who  had  impaired  his  conilitution  by  hard 
labour,  and  intemperance.  On  the  ift  and  2d  day  of  Au- 

*  11.  Totus  affectus  intra  triduum  vel  quatriduum  finem  suum  adsequitur; 
et  si  a  febre  immimis  est,  adhuc  citius  exitum  sortitur.  12.  Exit  cum  tem- 
perata  diaphoresi-,  et  post  cessationem,  exilissimae  squamulie  ab  affecta  parte 
secedunt.  Juncker. 
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guft  1792,  he  complained  of  naufea,  and  of  great  pain  in 
the  ftomachj  which  was  increafed  by  prelTure.  He  was 
very  thirfly,  had  a  quick  pulfe,  and  a  flight  delirium 
at  night.  On  the  3d  and  4th  of  Augufl/a  number  of 
elevated  wheals,  and  red  patches,  were  diffufed  over 
the  body,  with  much  heat  and  itching  of  the  flcin. 
While  the  rafh  continued  vivid,  his  internal  com¬ 
plaints  abated,  but,  on  it’s  fudden  difappearance  about 
the  fifth  day,  the  febrile  fymptoms  and  delirium 
became  more  violent  than  at  firfl.  On  the  fixth  day, 
the  eruption  appeared  again  on  bis  face:  be  was  not- 
withllanding  very  hot,  reftlefs,  and  delirious;  he  re¬ 
mained  in  the  fame  ftate  through  the  following  day, 
and  died  in  the  evening*. 

The  febrile  Urticaria  occurs  chiefly  in  fummer,  and 
affefls  perfons  of  a  plethoric  or  fanguine  habit,  efpe- 

*  Sennertus  mentions  the  occurrence  of  the  Nettle-rash  in  bilious  fevers : 
“  Interdum  Essere  Febres  biJiosas  prscedunt, .  et  propterea  ii,  qui  hisce  tuber- 
culis  frequentius  inolestantur,  curationem  non  negligere  debcnt,  ne  in  Febres  et 
gravius  malum  incidant.’'  Pract.  Med.  Lib.  V.  Part  i.  cap.  26. 

Dr.  Cleghorn  (on  the  Diseases  in  Minorca,  pag.  222)  says,  The  Essere 
often  accompany  Tertian  Fevers,  and  appear  most  commonly  in  the  hot  fit 
Sometimes  I  have  seen  them  so  numerous,  that  the  whole  body  was  disfigured 
by  them,  and  painted  in  many  places  with  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow.  In 
a  few  such  cases,  the  disease,  contrary  to  expectation,  proved  suddenly  mortal.” 
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cially  thofe  who  indulge  themfelves  in  eating  and 
drinking  too  freely*.  I  have  often  obferved  this  com¬ 
plaint  connected  with  teething,  or  a  diforder  of  the 
bowels,  in  infants  not  a  year  oldt,  who,  from  the  itching 
and  irritation  attending  it,  become  hot,  fretful,  and 
reftlefs,  and  have  a  white  tongue,  with  a  very  quick 
pulfe.  In  children  from  two  to  ten  years  of  age  it  is 
alfo  very  frequent.  Among  adults,  I  have  found  men 
more  frequently  affected  with  it  than  women. 

*  Sydenham  remarks,  "  Quolibet  anni  tempore  invadit,  idque  h&c  ut  plu- 
rimum  rr^oipaa-et,  quod  scilicet  aeger  vinorum  subtilium,  magis  magisque  altenu- 
antium,  potatione  paulb  liberalihs  indulserit,  aut  liquoris  eimilis  spirituosi.” 
loc.  citat. 

"  Purpurae  volaticae  seu  scorbuticae  species  iii  infantibus  aliquandb  occur- 
rit,  quam  Essere  vacant  Arahes.  Exigim  erumpiint  tiibercuJa  hinc  incl^.  in 
corpore,  sine  insigniori  calore,  cute  iniequali,  rubra  reddita,  cum  insigni  pru- 
ritu,  non  aliter  ac  si  urticis  percussae  essent  partes,  unde  Die  Ressel  Sucht 
etiam  vocatur.”  G.  W.  Wedel,  de  Morb.  Infantum,  cap.  37. 

"  The  Nettle-rash  occurs  in  children,  more  generally  under  two  years  of 
age ;  and  is  exceedingly  troublesome  to  the  infant,  as  well  as  matter  of  sur¬ 
prise  to  parents,  from  the  suddenness  of  it’s  appearance.  Children  going  to 
bed  perfectly  well,  wake  very  uneasy,  and  frequently  continue  screaming  for 
some  time  before  the  cause  is  discovered.  But  upon  examining  the  body  and 
the  lower  limbs,  they  are  found  covered  with  large  wheals,  resembling  those 
produced  by  the  sting  of  nettles.”  Dr.  Underwood,  vol.  1.  pag.  101. 
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A  difeafe  very  fimilar  to  the  febrile  Urticaria  is  pro¬ 
duced,  in  particular  conftitutions,by  fubflancesoffenfive 
to  the  Romach,  fuch  as  almonds,  mufhrooms,  herrings, 
crab-fifh*,  mufcles,  and  lobfters.  The  effect  is  almoft 
inftantaneous,  and  the  fymptoms  are  extremely  violent 
forfeveral  hours,  but  the  diforder  feldom  exceeds  two 
days.  Dr.  Winterbottom  fays,  “I  have  twice  been 
violently  affeded  by  eating  the  fweet  almond.  The 
firft  time,  within  a  few  hours  after  eating  this  fruit, 
though  in  no  great  quantity,  I  was  feized  with  flight 
naufea,  uneafinefs  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels  (without 
any  fixed  pain),  great  reftlelfnefs,  and  increafed  heat. 
Thefe  fymptoms  were Toon  followed  by  an  oedematous 
fwelling  of  the  face,  efpecially  of  the  lips  and  nofe, 
which  were  very  hot  and  itching.  There  was,  at  the 
fame  time,  an  uneafy  tickling  fenfation  in  the  throat, 
which  excited  a  troublefome  cough  and  a  confiridion 
of  the  fauces,  which  feemed  to  threaten  fuffocation. 
The  tongue  Jikewife  became  enlarged  and  ftiff,  caufing 

*  “  A  man  was  always  affected  witli  Urticaria  after  eating  crabs,  whether 
boiled,  or  in  soup ;  he  was  affected  thus  even  by  the  vapour  which  arose  from 
them,  also  by  taking  the  lap.  caneror.”  Dr.  Tode,  from  whom  this  is  quoted 
(Med.  Chir.  Bibl.)  observes,  that  he  is  himself  frequently,  though  not  always, 
affected  with  a  slight  Urticaria  after  eating  crab-soup.’  Med.  Facts  and  Obs. 
Vol.  V.  pag.  59. 
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a  flownefs  and  faultering  in  the  fpeech.  Soon  after 
going  to  bed,  an  eruption  took  place  over  the  whole 
body,  of  fpots  nearly  as  large  as  a  fixpence,  of  a  dead 
white  colour,  a  little  elevated  above  the  fkin,  like  the 
wheals  produced  by  the  fting  of  a  nettle,  and  intole¬ 
rably  itching.  In  their  interdices,  the  Ikin  was  of  a 
high  red  colour :  the  whole  body  was  alfo  tumefied, 
though  in  no  great  degree.  Thefe  fymptoms  conti¬ 
nued  during  the  greater  part  of  the  night,  but  gra¬ 
dually  abated  towards  morning,  upon  the  breaking 
out  of  a  confiderable  perfpiration,  which  was  encou¬ 
raged  by  warm  diluents :  the  next  day,  not  the  lead 
vestige  of  the  complaint  remained. — The  fecond  time 
this  affeftion  occurred,  the  appearances  were  nearly 
the  fame,  except  that  they  began  a  few  hours  later  than 
in  the  fird  inftance.  The  eruption  alfo  continued  the 
greater  part  of  the'enfuing  day,  and  then  gradually 
declined. — ^I  have  not  felt  any  inconvenience  from 
eating  the  blanched  almonds.” 

“  Dr.  Gregory,  in  his  clinical  ledures,  dated  that 
he  had  himfelf  been  fubjefl  to  a  fimilar  complaint  from 
eating  almonds  that  he  had  a  violent  attack  of  fever, 
fwelling  of  the  body,  and  a  copious  eruption  on  the 
Ikin,  attended  with  a  lofs  of  voice,  and  coldnefs  of 
the  extremities,  which,  however,  went  off  the  next 
3  G  day. 
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day*. — Nearly  the  fame  fymptoms,  he  added,  had  oc¬ 
curred  to  him  from  eating  a  green  cucumber,  with  the 
fkin  upon  it,  and  continued  four  days,  but  were  at 
length  removed  by  a  cathartic. — Dr.  Gregory  had  feen 
two  patients  afFeded,  by  drinking  porter,  with  a  fimi- 
lar  diforder,  which  he  referred  to  the  bitters  infufed  in 
that  liquor 

The  difeafe,  which  takes  place  after  eating  mufcles 
or  Job/lers,  has  in  a  few  inRances  proved  fatal.  A  Rate- 
ment-of  it’s  fymptoms  has  been  given  by  different 
authors  J:  the  eruption  attending  it,  in  fome  cafes,  re- 

*  In  some  persons,  the  predisposition  is  so  strong,  that  a  few  kernels  of  any 
of  the  Drupacea  will  produce  the  disease.  The  first  symptom  of  it  is,  inva¬ 
riably,  an  uneasy  sensation  of  itching  or  prickling  in  the  fauces;  this  is  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  a  swelling  of  the  tonsils,  and  by  a  slight  affection  of  the  larynx, 
attended  with  a  tickling  cough,  and  an  obstruction  or  loss  of  voice. 

“f-  Medical  Facts  and  Obs.  Vol.  V.  page  60.  Compare  Dr.  Withering  on  the 
Scarlat.  ang.  pag.  63. 

J  Mltyli  (vulgo  muschelu)  ab  innumeris  hominifaus  avid^  satis,  inno.vieque,  co- 
meduntur.  Flihilominiis  tamen  plurima,  intrd  muros  civitatis  nostrae,  et  extrd, 
exempla  me  docuerunt,  ex  eorum  genere  esse  nonnullos,  veneni  quidpiam  in 
visceribus  occultantes.  Vidi  enim  paucas  matronas,  virgines,  et  infantes,  ex  eorum 
esu,  mal^  se  habentes,  sentientes  praecordiorum  anxietates,  sudores  frigidps, 
lipolhymias,  ventris,  faciei,  et  extremitatum  intumescentiaro,  ita  ut  actum  de 
earum  vit^  putasses.”  Ephem.  Nat.  Cur.  Dec.  II.  aim.  8.  pag.  122.  Ohs. 
XLVIll.  a  J.  C.  Bautzman,  medico  Kilouiensi. 
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fembles  that  defcribed  pag.  400,  in  others  it  is  like 
the  Scarlatina*  (pag.  255}.  An  eminent  phyfician,  Dr. 
Boehrensf,  has  minutely  defcribed  the  fymptoms  which 
took  place  in  himfelf  from  partaking  of  a  diOi  of 
mufcles.  Two  hours  after  dinner  (3  o’clock  P.  M.), 
he  felt  an  uneafy  conftriftion  of  the  cheft  (anxia 
preecordiorum  conftri^lio),  a  fevere  pain  between  the 
ftomach  or  duodenum  and  the  vertebras  of  the  loins, 
with  pain  (hooting  from  the  fcrobiculus  cordis  to  the 
lower  inteftines.  At  four  o’clock,  he  was  affeded  with 
diarrhoea,  vomiting,  and  excruciating  pain  and  itching 
at  the  rectum.  When  thefe  fymptoms  ceafed,  a  con- 
fiderablc  heat  and  fwelling  took  place,  on  a  fudden,  in 
the  external  ear.  At  fix  o’clock,  the  inflammation  fub- 
fided,  but  heat,  itching,  ftiffnefs,  and  fwelling  of  the  fkin 
of  the  forehead  immediately  followed.  At  this  time,  af¬ 
ter  drinking  fome  warm  liquors,  his  face  was  univerfally 
red  and  fwelled,  fo  that  the  eyes  and  noftrils  were 

In  faeniin^  viginti  annos  natft  a  mitylis  in^Vgitatis  nausea,  calor  totius  cor¬ 
poris,  pra-cordiorum  angustia,  difficilis  respiratio,  pulsus  nimium  celer,  animi 
deliquium ;  totum  corpus  undique  adet)  rubrum  erat,  ac  si  panno  coccineo  ob- 
ductum  esset,  membraque  ita  semper  convellebantur  ut  asgra  ne  momentum 
temporis  quiescere  posset.  Ibid.  Obs.  194,  a  J.  C.  Mentzelio. 

f  JDe  Affectu  a  Mitjlorum  esu,  a  treatise  annexed  to  WerlhofF’s  Disser¬ 
tation  De  Variolis  &  Anthracibus,  1735. 
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clofed,  the  nofe  being  almoft  buried  in  the  fwelling. 
He  was  again  afFefted  with  violent  pain  and  conftric- 
tion  of  the  prascordia,  till  relieved  by  vomiting.  In  half 
an  hour  afterwards,  the  tumor  of  the  face  fubfided,  but 
eruptions,  like  the  wheals  produced  by  a  Hinging  nettle, 
appeared  on  the  bread  and  body  with  confiderable  ir¬ 
ritation.  These  difappeared  as  foon  as  a  fimilar  erup¬ 
tion  had  taken  place  on  the  arms,  and  lower  extremities. 
Dr.  Boehrens  remarks,  i.  That  the  eruption  was  moll  in 
front  of  the  body,  and  that  there  was  not  any  of  it  on  the 
fcalp.  2-  That  the  irritation  diminilhed  as  the  eruption 
approached  to  the  extremities.  3.  That  there  was  not 
any  increafe  of  the  pulfe.  4.  That  the  eruption  com¬ 
menced  at  fix  o’clock,  and  difappeared  about  ten 
o’clock.  5.  That  he  flept  well,  and  awoke  refrefhed 
on  the  fucceeding  morning. 

For  a  more  extenfive  account  of  this  difeafc  I  may 
refer  the  reader  to  two  papers  in  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Academy  of  Brulfels*. 

Phylicians 

*  See  the  Memoire,  Tom.  I.  pag.  242,  &c.  by  M.  J.  B.  de  Beunie,  who  says 
that  muscles  are  only  noxious  in  May,  June,  July,  and  August,  while  they  feed 
on  the  spawn  of  the  Stella  marina,  deposited,  in  those  months,  at  the  mouths  of 
rivers.  M.  Du  Rondeau,  in  the  succeeding  volume  of  Memoires,  controverts 
this  opinion,  and  observes  that  muscles  prove  equally  injurious,  at  every  period  of 
the  year,  to  some  individuals.  According  to  the  experience  of  both  these 
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Phyficians  have  been  induced,  by  the  circumftances 
above  ftated,  to  conclude,  that  the  febrile  Urticaria 
originates,  generally,  from  indigeftion^  or  from  fub- 
llances  of  a  poifonous  quality  taken  into  the  flomach^ 
even  though  in  a  few  cafes  it  may  fee'm  to  have  been 
produced  by  a  fudden  check  to  perlpiration,  without 
any  previous  internal  diforder. 

Dr.  Withering  endeavours  to  account  in  nearly  the 
fame  manner  for  the  rafli  in  the  Scarlet-fever,  /up- 
pofing  that  the  acrimonious  fluid  fecreted  by  the  glands 
of  the  fauces  in  that  difeafe,  and  received  into  the 
llomach,  afl;s  as  “  a  poifon  upon  the  conftitution,”  and 

increafes  the  vibratory  motion  of  the  capillary  blood 
veflels,  by  which  an  unufually  large  quantity  of  blood  is 
accumulated  in  thofe  veflels,  and  the  heart  and  large 
arteries  are  deprived  of  their  cuflomary  proportion.*” 

A  healthy  young  woman,  after  attending  a' child 
affefted  with  the  Scarlatina  anginofa,  had  the  fever  and 

gentlemen,  vinegar,  or  the  citric  acid,  taken  internally  and  applied  externally, 
soon  relieves  the  persons  affected  by  eating  muscles.  M.  Du  Rondeau  says  the 
disorder  will  not  take  place  if  the  muscles  be  previously  dressed  wit6  vinegar. 
He  thinks  the  efflorescence,  in  this  complaint,  peculiar,  denying  its  resemblance 
to  the  Scarlatina,  Erysipelas,  or  Nettle-rash. 

*  On  tlie  Scarlatina  anginosa,  pag.  62,  70,  71* 

fore-throat. 
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fore-throat,  in  the  ufual  form,  with  an  eruption  on  her 
{kin.  The  eruption,  however,  was  not  like  the  efflo- 
refcence  ufually  occurring  in  the  Scarlet-fever,  but  re- 
fembled,  in  every  refpeft,  the  Nettle-rafh  defcribed 
above,  pag.  400,  and  reprefented  PL.  XXV.  Such  cafes 
appear  to  favour  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Withering  and 
others,  who  think  the  exciting  caufes  of  Scarlatina  and 
of  the  Nettle-rafh  produce  their  efFe6ls  by  a  fimilar 
mode  of  operation  on  the  human  body. 

Dr.  Frank  has  related  the  cafe  of  a  young  man,  who 
had  an  univerfal  eruption  of  the  Nettle-rafh,  with  a 
flight  paroxyfm  of  fever,  every  day  after  dinner,  though 
his  diet  was  fimple  and  moderate,  and  though  he  wholly 
abftained  from  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors 

At  the  beginning  of  the  febrile  Urticaria,  it  is  proper 
to  give  an  emetic,  dofe  of  the  powder  or  the  wine 

of 

■ 

*  Frank,  tom.  II.  p.  107.  In  sanissimo  ex  auditoribus  nostris  juvene,  vix 
a  suscepto  pastu,  nec  spirituosis  liquoribus,  nec  pi  avis  autnimiis  esculeutis  sani  - 
tati  contrario,  mordacissimus  ac  intolerabilis  ad  universam  corporis  superbciem, 
imprimis  verb  ad  collum  et  ad  faciem,  pruritus  ac  ardor  comparent,  succedit 
calor  non  modicus ,  facies  ipsa  baud  levi  suffunditur  rubore ;  auriumque  tin- 
ritus  et  capitis  susurrus,  cum  anxietate  et  pracordiorum  angustia  per  vices  re- 
deunte,  superaccedunt.  Pulsus  naturalibus  vix  frequentiores  inveniuntur.  Mox 
.verb  pb^i'mata  diversae  magnitudinis,  ad  superiorem  juguli  partem,  ac  propb 
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of  ipecacuanha.  Antimonial  preparations  fhould  be 
avoided  in  this  diforder,  as  they  often  operate  with 
great  violence,  and  occafion  fainting.  A  laxative 
draught  with  rhubarb  and  magnefia  is  neceffary,  on 
the  morning  after  the  exhibition  of  the  emetic,  unlefs  a 
fpontaneous  diarrhoea  Ihould  have  fupervened.  During 
the  fever,  patients  fhould  be  reftrided  to  a  light  and 
cooling  diet,  and  fhould  abflain  from  fermented  li¬ 
quors;  they  fhould  not  continue  long  in  heated  air, 
nor  take  fudorific  medicines.  When  the  complaint 
is  declining,  Peruvian  bark,  with  vitriolic  acid,  often 
proves  very  advantageous. 

I  have  not  obferved  frequent  returns  of  the  febrile 
Nettle-rafh,  in  the  fame  perfon.  The  following  cafe  of 

mentum  celeritate  singulari  propullulant,  ipsumque  cutis  ambitum  in  tumorem 
inaequaleni  attollunt.  Paulb  serlbs  ad  faciem  similia  sed  minori  portus  numero 
prorumpunt ;  ad  genas  vero  perexiguaj  papulas  efflorescunt.  Ad  caeteras  cor¬ 
poris  partes,  licet  ardor  ac  pruritus  continuent,  exanthema  nullum  comparet : 
sub  hoc  interim  rerum  statu,  liberiorem  vix  aerem  petierat  aegrotans,  cum 
statim  efflorescentiae,  ampliori  ex  fundo,  assui-gerent,  et  in  latiores  plagas  difFun- 
aerentur ;  ita  ut  quaedam  ex  illis,  circulo  ad  basim  ruberrimo  iiistructa  licet  ad 
colluin  nucis  fer^  avellanae  magnifudinem  adaequarent,  graciliorem  tamen  ac 
pellucentem,  sed  ver^  vacuam  in  apicem  terminarentur.  Lectulus  nunc  petitur, 
et  morbi,  ut  timebat,  majoris  ab  aegrotante  suscipitur  cura ;  cim,  erumpenie 
per  universam  cutem  madore,  vix  unius  spatio  horse,  jam  totus  et  in  integrum 
dissiparetur. 


a  gentleman. 
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a  gentleman,  liable  to  fuch  relapfes,  was  tranfmitted 
to  me  fome  time  ago  :  it  is  ftated  in  the  patient’s  own 
words,  and  affords  a  lively' defcription  of  his  fufferings 
under  the  complaint.—"  Ever  fince  the  jifi;  day  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1788,  I  have  been  confined  to  my  houfe,  at  an 
average,  once  every  fortnight  or  three  weeks  with  this 
diforder,  fometimes  for  four,  five,  fix,  feven,  eight,  or 
nine  days  together,  feveral  times  for  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks.  The  firft  time  it  attacked  me,  I  was  not  fen- 
fible  of  having  caught  any  cold,  nor  can  I  attribute 
it  to  the  too  free  ufe  of  inebriating  liquors,  as  1  always 
have  avoided  much  drinking. 

"  It  began  with  a  ficknefs  at  the  ftomach,  flatulence, 
and  great  oppreflion:  there  was  afterwards  an  eruption 
of  fmall  white  lumps  on  my  hips,  which  increafed  to 
the  breadth  of  the  hand,  changing  to  a  fiery  red  co¬ 
lour,  attended  with  an  inceflant  inflammation  and 
violent  itching ;  I  was,  at  the  fame  time,  affefted  with 
naufea,  total  lofs  of  appetite,  lownefs  of  fpirits,  frequent 
headachs,and  violent  pains  in  the  breaft,  backhand  loins. 
The  rafh  came  out,  from  the  top  of  my  head  to  my 
feet,  in  large  diftinft  lumps,  which  had  the  appearance 
of  the  inflammation  caufed  by  the  venom  of  a  nettle. 
I  tried  a  variety  of  remedies  without  perceiving  any 
benefit ;  for  the  complaint  returned  frequently,  and 
grew,  on  every  attack,  more  troublefome.  It.  was 

always 
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always  attended  with  a  fluQiing  of  the  face,  and  a 
flight  heflic  fever:  it  like  wife  occahoned  great  coftive*- 
nefs,  which  made  me  have  recour/e  to  opening  medi¬ 
cines,  but  a  mofl;  uncomfortable  circumftance  attends 
every  evacuation,  namely,  a  violent  heat  and  itching 
in  the  anus,  the  flools  leaving  my  body  almoft  as  if 
boiling  water  came  from  me.  I  often  experience  the 
fame  when  free  from  ray  complaint,  which  greatly 
difturbs  my  reft  in  the  night,  and  my  peace  of  mind 
by  day.  When  the  diforder  abates,  I  feel  the  pains  at 
my  bread  more  acute,  and  fo  they  continue  till  the 
rafti  is  totally  gone. 

“  After  an  interval  of  eight,  ten,  or  fourteen  days, 
the  complaint  returns  again,  often  without  any  obvious 
caufe.  I  undertook  a  journey,  laft  fummer,  into 
Wales,  where  I  continued  near  lix  weeks  ;  but  in  that 
time  I  was  confined  on  three  or  four  different  occafions. 
At  my  return,  I  found  myfelf  much  better  in  health, 
having  gained  a  little  flefli  and  fpirits :  I  had  not,  how¬ 
ever,  been  at  home  more  than  a  fortnight,  before  I  ex¬ 
perienced  a  frefli  attack,  and  afterwards  five  or  fix 
others,  which  became  more  and  more  ferious — the 
pain  in  my  bread,  loins,  and  back,  being  more  acute 
than  I  had  ever  felt  it,  and  my  appetite  worfe,  along 
with  a  continual  ficknefs  at  the  ftomach.  The  rafh, 
which  never  ufed  to  appear  internally,  now  got  into 
3  H  my 
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my  throat,  fo  as  to  prevent,  in  a  great  meafure,  my 
breathing  and  fwallowing:  at  the  fame  time  my  tongue 
was  fo  much  fwelled  *  that  I  could  fcarcely  move  it 
in  my  mouth.  During  the  laft  fix  weeks,  by  the  advice 
of  my  prefent  phyfician,  I  have  refrained  from  malt- 
liquors  and  fpirits,  and  drunk  nothing  but  butter-milk 
at  meals,  and  a  glafs  or  two  of  white  wine  in  the 
evening  to  raife  my  fpiri ts.  Not withftanding,  the  com¬ 
plaint  has  twice  returned  fince  I  adopted  this  mode, 
with  the  ufual  pains,  lownefs  of  fpirits,  and  a  debility 
of  my  whole  frame,  though  not  to  fo  violent  a  degree 
as  formerly.  For  three  weeks  pail  I  have  had  a 
troublefome  cough  in  the  morning,  with  a  Ihortnefs  of 
breathing:  thefe  fymptoms  are  new,  and  may  perhaps 
be  attributed  to  cold. 

“  In  the  courfe  of  my  regimen,  I  have  found  this 
complaint  brought  on  by  eating  an  oyfter,  or  any  rich 
lilh :  the  fame  efiFeft  is  produced  from  being  the  leaft 
wet  in  the  rain,  whence  I  am  particularly  on  my  guard 
againft  thefe  circumftances.” 

*  These  circumstances  were  confirmed  by  bis  attending  physician,  the  late 
Dr.  Currie.  “  A  Dyspnea  has  been,  at  times,  very  troublesome,  and  his 
swallowing  somewhat  obstructed,  owing  evidently  to  the  same  affection  in  the 
cesQphagus  as  that  on  the  surface,  producing  redness  and  inflammation  of  the 
fauces,  and  once  or  twice  much  enlargement  of  the  tongue.”  “  His  face  and 
extremities  are  likewise  often  swelled.” 


This 
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This  gentleman  was  only  twenty-feven  years  of  age : 
he  had  employed  a  variety  of  remedies  without  fuc- 
cefs.  Repeated  bleedings,  with  purgatives,  and  ano¬ 
dynes,  which  were  at  firft  prefcribed  for  him,  proved 
injurious.  He  next  tried  a  courfe  of  mercury,  by 
rubbing  mercurial  ointment  on  the  iniide  of  his  thighs, 
and  by  taking  a  fmall  quantity  of  calomel  internally ; 
but  his  bowels  were  fo  much  difordered  by  this  plan, 
that  he  foon  found  himfelf  obliged  to  difcontinue  it. 
A  bath  of  warm  fea-water  was  afterwards  employed  for 
fome  time  without  advantage.  The  only  relief  he  ever 
experienced  was  from  llriflly  adhering  to  a  foft  an- 
tiphlogiftic  diet,  with  drinks  compofed  of  milk  and 
water,  whey,  butter-milk,  &c.  which,  however,  did  not 
wholly  prevent  returns  of  the  difeafe. 

2.  The  Urticaria  evanida  is  without  fever,  and 
without  any  extenfive  efflorefcence  on  the  fkin.  The 
eruption  confifts  fometimes  of  round  wheals  (PL. 
XXV.  Fig.  1.)  at  other  times  of  longitudinal  elevations 
of  the  fkin  (W),  refembling  thofe  which  are  produced 
by  the  flroke  of  a  whip*.  They  are  all  white  at  the 
top,  but  in  fome  there  is  a  flight  rednefs  at  the  bafe. 
Though  often  hard  and  elevated,  they  do  not  contain  a 
fluid,  or  tend  to  fuppuration.  They  are  occafionally  feen 


*  See  Medical  Transactions,  Vol.  III.  pag.  174. 
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on  every  part  of  the  body,  but  they  are  moil  numerous 
on  parts  which  are  clofely  covered.  The  eruption  ap¬ 
pears  and  difappears  many  times  in  the  courfe  of  a  day 
and  night,  according  to  the  temperature  of  the  air,  or- 
-to  the  exercife  ufed  by  the  perfon  affeded.  It  may  be 
excited  on  any  part  of  the  body,  in  a  few  feconds,  by 
ftrong  fridion  or  fcratching,  but  the  wheals  prefently 
fubfide  again.  A  violent  itching,  mixed  with  a  fen- 
fation.  of  tingling  or  Hinging,  attends  the  eruption; 
Thefe  fenfations  are  mod  troublefome  to  patients  while 
they  undrefs,  and  for  fome  time  after  they  have  lain 
down  in  bed,  when  the  eruption  is  ufually  moft  vivid. 

The  difeafe  thus  continues,  with  repeated  eruptions 
more  or  lefs  extenlive,  for  feveral  months,  or  even  for 
years*.  It  occurs  moll  frequently  in  perfons  of  the  fan- 
guine  temperament,  efpecially  in  thofe  who  have  a 
delicate  ftomach  and  an  irritable  fkin.  The  occalional 
caufes  are  heat,  fatigue,  watching,  agitation  of  mind, 
or  anxiety  and  a  too  Simulating  diett. 

I  have  obferved  that  females  are  much  more  liable 

*  These  eruptions,  in  some  persons,  last  only  a  few  days ;  in  others,  many 
months.  1  have  known  several  complain  of  them  for  two  years,  with  very  short 
intervals,  and  some  for  seven  or  even  ten  years.”  Dr.  Heberden. 

t  See  Van  Swieteri’s  Commentar.  §723. 

to 
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to  this  complaint  than  males.  Dr.  Heberden,  how¬ 
ever,  remarks,  “  Males  and  females  are  equally  liable 
to  the  Nettle-ra/h :  and  J  have  obferved  it  in  all  ages 
from  childhood  to  decrepid  old  age.  Conftitutions 
tainted  with  ftrumous  or  haraffed  by  rheumatic  and 
hylleric  complaints,  or  broken  down  with  intem¬ 
perance,  pallies,  and  age,  have  all  been,  as  far  as  I 
could  judge,  equally  fitted  for  the  diforderj  but  not 
more  fo  than  the  foundeft  ftate  of  health  in  the  vigour 
of  life,  to  which  all  other  complaints  were  unknown.” 

The  laft  obfervatfon  is,  I  think,  incorreft.  Perfons 
affefled  with  the  Urticaria  evanida  may  be  capable  of 
bufinefs  and  occafional  exertion,  but  they  are  often  low- 
fpirited,  and  they  feldom  remain  for  twenty-four  hours 
without  fame  bodily  uneafinefs,  as  headach,  laffitude, 
pain  and  ficknefs  at  the  ftomach,  aching  in  the  limbs,  or 
an  opprefli  ve languor.  A  young  lady,  apparently  healthy 
and  flrong,  favoured  me  with  an  account  of  her  fuf- 
ferings,  and  Hater  of  feeling,  under  this  complaint*,  in 
the  following  terms  “  The-raih  i^  particularly  trou¬ 
ble  fome  whenever  I  am  fatigued  by  too  much  exercife» 
furprized  by  any  thing,  however  trifling  in  it’s  nature, 
pleafed  at  any  event,  anxious  on  any  fubjeft,  irritated  in 
my  temper,  or  expofed  to  damp  air  or  a  cold  eaft  wind. 

*  She  had  been  affected  with  it  nearly  five  years  ;  a  heart-rending  afflictioa 
was  the  primary  exciting  cause  of  the  disorder. 

Every 
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Every  night,  when  I  change  my  linen,  the  itching  h 
intolerable,  and  it  does  not  fubfide  till  I  am  warm  in  bed. 
I  am  fubjeft  to  fevere  colds  in  winter ;  while  they  lad 
I  have  little  or  no  ralh  out;  and,  I  think,  on  the  whole 
I  am  better  in  hea;lth  when  I  have  molt  rafli.  I  often 
feel  a  ficknefs  for  a  few  minutes  before  it  appears,  and 
often  a  weight  and  tightn^fs  acrofs  the  cheft,  after 
dinner,  which  caufes  a  great  flulhing  in  the  face :  per¬ 
haps  i  ought  to  obferve  i  am  but  a  moderate  eater. 
The  appearance  of  the  rafh  varies  but  little.  It  confifts 
of  long  red  ftripes,  that  look  as  if  I  had  been  fcratched, 
white  fpots,  fometimes  fmall,  at  other  times  large,  fo  as 
to  bear  fome  refemblance  to  a  fcald  or  burn.  On 
taking  a  little  white  wine  every  day  for  a  week,  I  found 
the  eruption  increafed,  and  all  the  fymptoms  aggra¬ 
vated  ;  but  on  returning  to  the  ufe  of  red  wine,  I  was 
prefently  relieved.  Being,  two  fummers  ago,  at  the 
fea-fide,  I  had  very  little  of  the  rafh,  and  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  winter  I  began  to  flatter  myfelf  it  had  finally 
difappeared ;  in  this  refpedl  I  was  difappointed.  I 
have  not  any  other  complaint,  yet  I  am  very  far  from 
being  ftrong,  and  feel  extremely  nervous.  My  fpirits, 
however,. are  notamifsi.I  deep  very  well,  and  have 
a  tolerable  appetite.” 


This  form  of  Urticaria  is  thought  to  confifl  in  a  morbid 

irritability 
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irritability  of  the  fkin,  conne6led  with  a  fimilar  ftate 
of  the  ftomach  and  inteilines.  It  feems  attached  to 
particular  confli tutions,  being  produced,  in  fome  in¬ 
dividuals,  by  fubftances  which  do  not  make  any  im- 
preflion  on  others.  By  rubbing  oatmeal  on  the  hands 
and  wrifts,  I  have  known  the  Nettle-rafli  excited  in 
perfons  otherwife  healthy,  and  diffufed  over  the  whole 
body,  proving  very  troublefome  for  a  length  of  time. 
The  fame  effeft  has  been  produced  by  a  flight  appli¬ 
cation  of  mercurial  ointment.  Dr.  Winterbottom  fays, 
“  A  lady  of  my  acquaintance  is  affefted  with  an  erup¬ 
tion  of  this  kind  whenever  her  fkin  is  touched  with  the 
common  wall-flower.”  Pag.  66.  Dr.  Heberden  has  men¬ 
tioned  feveral  fubftances  which  produce  this  diforder 
through  the  medium  of  the  ftomach,  as  the  wild  vale¬ 
rian  root,  fhrimps,  honey,  and  the  kernels  of  fruits*. 
Pag.  184.  He  thinks.it  may  often  be  owing  to  external 
or  mechanical  caufes,  fuch  as  the  hair  of  flinging 
nettles,  the  down  furrounding  the  pods  of  cowhage, 
the  fine  hairs  floating  near  the  nefts  of  certain  infe6lst, 
and  the  fpiculse  of  cantharides.  When  the  difeafe  con- 

*  A  woman  by  eating  strawberries  was  constantly  affected  with  Urticaria. 
Vogel’s  Handbucb,  Vol.  111.  p.  277. 

f  -Reaumur,  Histoire  des  Insectes,  Tom.  11.  Mem.  4. 
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tinues  long  without  the  application  of  external  llimuli, 
we  lhall,  in  many  cafes,  find  it  owing  to  fome  article  in 
diet,  which  difturbs  digefiion.  .  I  have  defired  feveral 
perfons  affefted  with  chronic  Urticaria  to  omit  firft  one, 
and  then  another  accuftomed  article  of  food  or  drink, 
and  have  thus  been  frequently  able  to  trace  the  caufe 
of  the  fymptoms.  This  appeared  to  be  very  different 
in  different  perfons.  In  fome  it  was  malt  liquor;  in 
others,  fpirit,  or  fpirit  and  water  ;  in  fome  white  wine, 
in  others,  vinegar;  in  fome  fruit,  in  others  fugar;  in 
fome  fifh,  in  others  unprepared  vegetables.  I  mull, 
however,  confefs  that  feveral  cafes  have  occurred  to 
me,  where  a  total  alteration  of  diet  did  not  produce  the 
leafl  alleviation  of  the  complaint.  In  fuch  cafes  I  have 
employed  a  variety  of  medicines,  but  have  found  the 
.  vitriolic  and  marine  acids,  with  magnefia,  rhubarb,  or 
other  laxatives,  given  occafionally,  the  mod  fuccefsful 
remedies.  Lotions  made  with  brandy,  vinegar,  faline 
compounds,  &c.  cannot  be  applied  extenfively  enough 
to  produce  any  confiderable  effe6t.  Baths,  e/pecially 
warm  baths*,  are  neceffary  for  the  alleviation  of  a  dif- 

*  See  Amat.  Lusitan,  Cent.  I.  Curat,  1,5.  De  Menstr.  suppressione,  et  ex- 
antliematibus  per  totum  corpus  erumpentibus.  He  cured  his  patient,  a  jouug 
lady,  by  a  bath  made  of  the  decoction  of  red  roses,  myrtle,  tamarisk,  and  ba- 
laustines,  with  wormwood,  but  he  had  previously  bled  her  four  times  in  different 
veins,  and  given  strong  purgatives.  He  encourages  us  to  let  two  pints  and  a 
half  of  blood  in  all  similar  cases. 
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cafe,  which  affe61;s  nearly  the  whole  fkin.  Sea-bathing 
will  be  generally  found  advantageous  by  thofe  who 
perfevere  in  the  ufe  of  it  for  three  or  four  fucceffive 
months.  A  bath,  prepared  by  diffolving  marine  fait 
in  water,  is  not  equally  efficacious ;  in  fome  perfons 
it  manifeftly  aggravates  the  diforder. 

3.  Urticaria  perstans.  In  fome  cafes  of  Urti¬ 
caria,  the  wheals  are  ftationary,  and  the  rednefs,  which 
at  firft  furrounds  them,  gradually  difappears.  The 
eruption  is  attended  with  itching,  efpecially  when  the 
perfon  affefled  becomes  warm  in  bed,  or  is  heated  by 
exercife.  It  does  not  extend  over  the  body,  but  ap¬ 
pears  chiefly  on  the  arms,  breaft,  and  thighs:  it’s  du¬ 
ration  is  two  or  three  weeks.  Pain  and  ficknefs  at  the 
ftomach  fometimes  precede  the  eruption.  When  it  is 
about  to  terminate,  the  wheals  become  flat  at  the  top, 
and  then  gradually  fubfide,  leaving  a  reddifii  fpot,  not 
always  fcurfy,  which  continues  for  feveral  days.  This 
complaint  is  relieved  by  the  mode  of  treatment  re¬ 
commended  in  the  foregoing  fpecies  of  Urticaria.  Mo¬ 
derate  dofes  of  the  aqua  kali  puri  feemed,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  to  fhorten  the  period  of  eruption. 

4.  In  the  Urticaria  conperta,  the  eruption  is 
full,  and  extenfively  diffufed.  As  the  wheals  in  many 

3 1  places 
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places  coalefce,  or  are  indented  by  clofe  conta61:,  they 
have  very  irregular  forms:  when  they  are  lingly  con- 
fidered,  however,  the  fize  and  elevation  of  them  is 
perhaps  lefs  than  in  any  other  fpecies  of  Urticaria. 
They  are  fometimes  conliderably  inflamed  at  the  bafe, 
and  they  produce  an  almoft  inceffant  itching,  com¬ 
bined,  efpecially  at  night,  with  a  fenfation  of  heat, 
and  pricking  or  tingling.  The  eruption  fpreads  over 
the  arms,  neck,  back,  and  thighs,  and  often  continues 
many  weeks.  It  appears  chiefly  in  perfons  who  have 
a  dry  and  fwarthy  fkin,  and  who  are  above  forty  years 
of  age.  I  have  feen  it,  in  fome,  conneded  with  pain 
and  licknefs  at  the  ftomach,  in  others  with  head-ach 
or  vertigo.  The  occafional  caufes  feem  to  be,  too  much 
exercife,  expofiire  to  heat,  rich  or  highly-feafoned 
food,  and  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors. 

Thofe  who  are  afFe6led  with  this  complaint,  fliould 
obferve  a  light  cooling  diet,  and  fhould  abftain  from 
malt-liquor,  white  wines,  and  fpirits.  Alterative  me¬ 
dicines  or  tonics  are  fometimes  ufeful  with  this  plan 
of  diet,  but  without  it  they  afford  little  alleviation. 
Warm  bathing  affords  a  temporary  relief.  In  one  cafe 
a  cure  was  obtained  by  rubbing  all  the  parts  affe6led 
with  unguentum  calcis  hydrargyri  albae. 

5.  In  the  Urticaria  subcutanea,  the  eruption 
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occurs  at  diftant  periods,  and  continues  only  a  few 
days  at  each  return ;  but  the  patient  is  haraffed  during 
the  intervals,  as  well  as  during  the  eruptions,  with  a 
violent  and  almofl  conftant  tingling  in  the  Hein,  and  with 
other  diftrefling  fymptoms.  Th^e  complaint  is,  at  firft, 
confined  to  one  fpot,  on  the  leg  or  arm,  and  commences 
there  with  a  fenfation  of  tingling  or  flinging,  which  is 
afterwards  felt  more  and  more  extenfively,  along  the 
limbs,  or  perhaps  over  nearly  the  whole  furface  of  the 
body.  Sudden  changes  in  the  temperature  of  the  air, 
and  agitation  of  mind,  occafion  increafed  uneafinefs  in 
the  fkin,  fo  that  pains  are  fometimes  felt  as  from  a  fiaarp 
inftrument  penetrating  in  different  dire6lions,  at  other 
times,  as  from  needles  piercing  or  pufhing  the  fkin  up¬ 
wards.  There  is  ufually  aftiffnefs  and  flight  torpor  in  the 
mufcles  of  the  parts  moft  affeded.  An  appearance  of 
wheals,  as  deferibed  page  397,  takes  place  on  the  arms, 
chefl,  or  lower  extremities,  from  time  to  time,  efpe- 
cially  during  the  fummer.  This  eruption  continues 
two  or  three  days ;  it  does  not  efiect  any  change  in  the 
other  fymptoms  or  fenfations  mentioned,  but  it  feeras 
to  indicate  that  they  may  be  properly  arranged  under 
the  genus  Urticaria. 

Perfons  affefled  with  the  above  fymptoms  are  liable 
to  frequent  returns  of  fevere  pain  in  the  flomach,  and 
to  cramps  in  the  mufcles  of  the  lower  extremities:  they 
3  I  2  feldom 
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feldom  have  any  fenfible  perfpiration.  In  moft  of  the 
cafes  which  I  have  feen  or  known,  the  complaint  was 
partial,  affefting  only  the  loins  and  thighs,  or  fome- 
times  the  arms.  It  ufually  proves  tedious  and  obfti- 
nate ;  but  it  may  be  relieved  by  gentle  friction,  and  by 
the  repeated  ufe  of  baths  of  warm  fea-water. 

A  lady  (Mrs.  Allen)  of  Milbank  Row,  Weftminfter, 
who  has  laboured  under  this  difeafe  for  a  feries  of 
years,  favoured  me  with  a  written  Ratement  of  her 
fufferings,  from  which  1  will  make  fome  quotations. 

She  fays,  About  a  fortnight  after  my  recovery  from 
an  autumnal  fever,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  I  felt  in 
walking  a  pain  in  one  ancle  fimilar  to  that  from  the 
fling  of  a  nettle.  Four  days  afterwards  I  felt  a  fimilar 
uneafinefs  in  the  other  ancle.  The  fenfation  of  fling¬ 
ing  and  tingling,  attended  with  a  weakncfs  of  both 
ancles,  continued  till  the  fpring,  when  I  had  the  Bath 
waters  applied  by  bathing  and  pumping.  From  this 
plan  I  did  not  obtain  any  advantage,  and  was  there¬ 
fore  recommended,  during  the  fummer,  to  bathe  in 
the  fea.  Exercife  and  the  bathing  prefently  removed 
the  weaknefs  of  the  ancles;  but  the  fenfation  of  prick¬ 
ing,  tingling,  and  flinging  remained  in  them  as  be¬ 
fore,  and,  in  die  courfe  of  the  fummer,  gradually  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  legs,  infleps,  and  toes.  Two  years 
afterwards,  my  fpirits  being  much  affeded  in  confe- 
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q-uence  of  the  death  of  a  darling  brother  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  I  felt  the  Ringing  on  other  parts  of  the  body, 
but  particularly  round  the  loins  and  back ;  it  has  con¬ 
tinued  ever  fince,  and  I  have  been  more  diRreRhd  with 
it  there  than  in  any  other  fituation.  This  part  of  my 
complaint  has  been  attended  with  ftiffnefs  of  the 
mufcles  round  the  hips,  and  pain  in  the  fmall  of  the 
back,  fo  that  I  could  not  take  much  exercife.  I  never 
had  any  ftiffnefs  or  cramps  of  the  arms  and  legs.  An 
eruption  like  that  from  the  fling  of  a  nettle,  with  large 
wheals  as  from  the  flroke  of  a  whip,  I  have  had,  over 
the  whole  body,  three  times  in  twenty  years.  A  flight 
or  partial  appearance  of  this  kind,  has  occurred  very 
frequently,  and  at  all  times  of  the  year:  the  three 
very  extenfive  eruptions  were  in  the  fummer  feafon, 
but  none  of  them  continued  more  than  three  days.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-feven,  I  experienced  great  pain  and 
difficulty  in  making  water,  which  was  referred  to  a 
tumor  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  This  complaint 
gradually  yielded  under  proper  medical  treatment. 
Sometime  afterwards  (in  the  year  1780),  I  was  feized 
with  a  diforder  of  the  bowels,  which  continued  fo  long, 
that  it  very  much  reduced  me.  It  was  removed  by  a 
foft  vegetable  diet ;  but  I  had  frequent  fits  of  the  colic 
for  feveral  years  afterwards.  None  of  the  above  com¬ 
plaints  feemed  to  have  any  connexion  with  the  difeafe 
in  the  fkin,  which  remained  unaltered.  In  1788,  I  was 
1  fuddenly 
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fuddenly  affe6led  with  a  violent  pain  in  the  fide,  near 
the  fpine.  It  continued  fix  months,  notwithflanding  the 
ufe  of  the  Bath  waters,  and  of  a  warm  fea- water  bath,  &c. 
butwas  at  lad  cured  by  an  ilTue.  In  March  1790,!  felt  my 
flomach  much  difordered,  had  frequent  naufea,  heart¬ 
burns,  acid  eruflations,  and  an  offenfive  tafte  in  the 
mouth  after  eating.  By  taking  rhubarb,  and  occafional 
emetics,  I  enjoyed  intervals  of  eafe,  without  wholly 
removing  the  diforder.  It  increafed  during  the  fum- 
mer  of  3791,  and  before  the  end  of  that  year  became 
fo  violent  that  I  could  not  retain  any  fort  of  food  on 
my  ftomach.  Though  much  weakened  and  emaciated, 
I  was  free  from  pain  and  fever:  I  flept  well,  and  could 
eat  again  almoft  immediately  after  the  vomitings.  As 
the  complaint  of  the  ftomach  became  violent,  I  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  flinging  and  pricking  in  the  fkin  abated. 
Thofe  fenfations  at  length  entirely  ceafed,  which  cir- 
cumftance  contributed  to  put  me  in  good  fpirits,  and 
enabled  me  to  bear  more  patiently  my  other  fufferings. 
The  remedies  prefcribed  for  me  during  this  state,  did 
not  aSbrd  much  relief.  At  the  beginning  of  fummer, 
in  1792,  I  was  one  morning  affefled  with  more  violent 
vomitings  than  any  I  had  before  experienced.  When 
they  ceafed,  I  felt  my  ftomach  remarkably  eafy,  and 
on  the  two  following  days  I  was  fo  much  relieved,  that 
.for  the  firft  time,  after  a  long  confinement,  I  went  out 

in 
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in  a  carriage  to  fee  a  particular  friend.  While  in  her 
houfe,  and  on  my  return  from  it,  I  was  again  fenfible 
of  the  dinging  and  pricking  under  the  {kin.  This  con¬ 
tinued  to  increafe  for  two  or  three  days,  when  the 
ficknefs  and  difagreeable  tafte  as  of  rottennefs  en¬ 
tirely  left  me.  I  was  foon  able  to  eat  and  drink  any 
thing,  and  feemed  internally  well,  but  I  found,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  outward  complaint,  a  pain ,  in  the  fide 
equal  to  that  from  which  I  had  before  fuffered  fo  much. 
A  feton  was  applied  with  relief.  Electricity,  tar- water, 
deco6lions  of  farfaparilla  and  elm-bark,  fulphur  pow¬ 
ders,  prepared  chalk,  alcali,  and  other  remedies  pre- 
fcribed  by  different  phyficians,  were  afterwards  em¬ 
ployed;  they  did  not,  however,  elFed  any  alteration 
in  the  complaint  under  the  fkin.  I  fpent  the  fummer 
of  1793  at  Harrogate,  but  the  fulphur  water  difagreed 
with  my  flomach,  and  difordered  me  fo  much  that  I 
was  obliged  to  defift  from  the  ufe  of  it.  I  was  like  wife 
obliged  to  ceafe  taking  the  medicine  recommended  by 
yourfelf  *  in  1795,  for  it  fuddenly  and  violently  af- 
fefted  the  flomach  before  the  effeft  you  expeded  was 
fully  attained.  During  the  lafl  ten  years  I  have  not 
taken  any  aflive  medicine,  nor  have  had  any  internal 
complaint  deferving  of  notice.  Time  has  not  dimi- 

*  Tlie  remedy  was  tlie  nitric  acid.  R.W. 
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niflied,  but  rather  adds  to  the  fharpnefs  of  the  flings, 
and  the  fenfation  of  prickling,  which  are  excefEvely 
painful  about  the  loins,  and  feem  to  be  conne6led  with 
an  inereafing  rigidity  of  the  mufcles  in  the  fmall  of  the 
back.  Thefe  fymptoms  have,  therefore,  continued  to 
affed  me  from  the  age  of  22  to  that  of  60,  with  but 
one  confiderable  remiffion,  purchafed  by  another  mode 
of  fuffering.” 

“  30th  Od.  1806.” 

6.  IntheURTiCARiA  tube  ros  a  many  of  the  wheals 
increafe  to  a  large  fize,  forming  hard  tuberofities, 
which  feem  to  extend  deeply  into  the  mufcular  llefh, 
and  occafion  a  contradion  in  the  linews,  with  total 
inability  of  motion,  and  a  fenfation  of  pain  in  the 
bones.  Thefe  tumors  are  ufually  whitifh  at  their  tops: 
they  rife  on  the  arms,  thighs,  loins,  and  calf  of  the 
leg,  and  are  very  hot  and  painful  for  feveral  hours. 
The  eruption,  in  all  cafes  under  my  obfervation,  took 
place  at  night,  and  before  morning  it  wholly  difap- 
peared,  leaving  the  patient  weak,  languid,  and  fore, 
as  if  he  had  been  bruifed,  or  had  undergone  much 
fatigue. 

The  Urticaria  tuberofa  often  proves  tedious  and  ob- 
llinate ;  I  have  known  it  continue,  as  above  defcribed, 

upwards 
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upwards  of  two  years,  with  but  a  few  fbort  intervals. 
The  only  caufes  to  which  it  could  with  probability 
be  attributed,  in  the  inftances  prefented  to  me,  were 
irregularities  in  diet,  violent  exercife  taken  by  per- 
fons  ufually  fedentary,  and  the  too  free  ufe  of  fpi- 
rituous  liquors. 

I  have  adopted  Dr.  Frank’s  denomination  of  this 
complaint,  and  will  fubjoin  one  of  his  cafes,  which, 
however,  differs  in  fome  particulars  from  the  above 
flatement.  Adolefcens  viginti  annorum,  crapulis  non 
parL\m  deditus,  a  prandio  corripitur  naufe^  et  vertT 
gine  tenebricof^.  Intumefcit  mox,  rubroque  colore 
fuffunditur  facies;  tumores  ver6  palmae  latitudinem 
habentes,  et  colore  rubro  fed  obfcuro  inftrufli,  cum 
pruritu  ad^nimi  deliquium  ufque  intolerabili,  uni- 
verfam  corporis,  fed  femorum  in  primis,  fuperficiem 
occupare  cernuntur.  Accedit  horror,  ac  demilm  rigor, 
e'xtremitates  potiffimi^im  inferiores  violenter  concu- 
tiens,  fub  quo  exanthemata  in  altas,  et  fuperficiem 
longfe  ac  late  fuperantes,  feu  informes  offas,  increfcunt. 
Pulfus  nunc  duri  et  pleni  obfervantur,  mortifque  aegro- 
tantem  conflernit  formido.  Ad  no6lem,  fubfequitur 
calor,  fub  quo  vix  formati  ad  cutem  tumores  immi- 
nuuntur,  ac  tandem,  reliquo  tamen  ad  vultum  rubore 
ac  univerfali  pruritu,  penitus  evanefcunt.  Aft  ver^ 
3  K  eorundem 
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eorumdem  mox  locum  exanthema  afperrimum,  digi- 
tofque  fub  atta6lu  vix  non  offendens,  miliaribus  fer^ 
iimile,  fed  nigro  ad  apicem  pun61o  infignitum  ac  pel- 
lucidura,  fubintrat.  Hoc  fa6lo,  imminuitur  anxietas, 
orifque  fumma  comparet  amarities.  Die  morbi  fe- 
cund4,  purgante  alvus  medicina  laxatur,  qu^  occa- 
fione,  segroto  le6lum  cum  frigidiore  aur4  commutante, 
pofterius  hoc  exanthema  iteriim  difparet,  ac  primi 
denuo  ad  cutem  revertuntur  tumores.  Alterna  haec 
exanthematls  efRorefcentia  eodem  per  fex  dies  tenore 
continuatur,  quo  tempore,  feCt^  adinterim  ven^,  et 
antiphlogifticis  et  evacuantibus  segrotanti  porreftis  re* 
mediis,  segritudo  difparuit  omnis.  Frank  de  cur.  ho- 
min.  morb.  Tom.  II.  p.  108. 

Hippocrates,  Galen,  and  Aetius*,  have  only  men¬ 
tioned  the  appearance  of  wheals  as  fymptomatic  in  bi¬ 
lious 

*  Hippocrates  speaks  of  "Exanthemataj  resembling  gnat-bites,  or  bug- 
bites/’  Epidem.  Lib.  V.  8c  L,  VII.  and  Galen.  Comment. — "of  large,  or 
broad,  less  itching,  Exanthemata,”Apb.  9.  Sect.  VI.  and  of  wo(A(poi  ws  xTro  xnhi^ : 
De  Morb.  Mul.  Lib.  II.  Compare  Actuar.  Med.  L.  II.  cap.  23.  and  Celsus 
De  Medicin.  Lib.  V.  cap.  28,  8cc.  8cc.  ‘  Aetius  has  been  more  particular, 
in  a  chapter  on  the  different  kinds  of  Exanthemata  which  take  place  in 
fevers.  Tetrab.  II.  Serm.  I.  cap.  129.  Herodoti.  This  is  the  famous 
chapter  in  which  some  physicians  have  been  ingenious  enough  to  find  a 
complete  history  of  the  Small-pox.  Aetius  gives  from  Herodotus  the 
following  account  of  the  symptomatic  Nettle-rash  in  ardent  fevers: 

Tiyulici- 
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lious  fevers,  and  other  acute  difeafes.  J.  F.  Serapion*, 
an(i  Alfaharaviusf,  feem  to  comprize  the  Nettle-rafh 
with  the  Prurigo,  the  Lichen,  and  the  Rofeola,  under 
the  title  Effera.  Avicenna’s  account  of  the  Benat  Al- 
leili  J  (daughters  of  the  night)  feems  applicable  to  the 
Nettle-ralh.  He  fays,  “  When  any  one  has  a  ftoppage 
of  the  pores,  but  with  good  digeftion,  he  is  often  af- 
fefled,  in  the  cool  of  the  night,  with  itching,  roughnefs 
of  the  skin,  and  fmall  eruptions  (bothor,  wheals  or 
papulae),  which  are  called  Benat' Alleili.  The  cause 

Ttyielai  h  mrs  EfavStijAal*  v-ara  Uvact,  oMyov  wXEO.et^ofla 

If  TE  xai  yPinloi;,  te  kcci  ETriyao'Ijiof;,  wj  sot  to  w^El^oll•  TijE  ^e  ck 

icat  oEgyu;  vXvi;  ^ajjiCotVEi'  rxvra  Js  cvt^i^aTciv^ai  To)  7ra»lt  <ro)j*£iJli,  ouh  yag  -Tratu  Ti 
v7ro>y^a>pn  voa-ov,  ei  -m  oXiyoo-iIta  Tiyvii^ifuv  Snut  xkIx  ra^a 

tyxavAr.a*,  ETriln^Eio);  Ejjjotxrt  Wfo;  T«{  E»  Tat;  To).  f!ri<r>ijxa<rwr  ^v^go^ixria;,  «K/ta- 

m  totrtiixalec,  ci  jxri  rx  <r5rA«y%E»  Et'EraSjj  f;i^e(Ei’.  Aldus,  1534. 

*  Breviar,  Lib.  V.  cap.  5. 

+  Pract.  Tr.  XXXI.  cap.  8.  Gompara  Avicenna,  Lib.  IV.  page  1 16. 

J  Lib.  IV.  Fen.vii.  Tract,  iii.  cap.  10.  “  The  translator  of  Avicenna 
denominates  this  complaint  Nebat  alleili,  plants  of  the  night;  but  my 
Arabic  copy  acknowledges  only  the  reading  Benat  alleili,  daughters  or 
offspring  of  the  night,  a  mode  of  expression  usual  in  the  Arabic  and  Sy¬ 
rian  languages.  I  may  here  observe,  that  the  Latin  translation  of  Avi¬ 
cenna,  published  in  l608,  seems  to  have  been  made  from  a  copy  less  cor¬ 
rect  than  the  edition  of  his  works  printed  at  Rome  in  the  year  1593.” 
Dr.  Robert  Jackson. 
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of  it  is  obftrufted  perfpiration,  from  a  want  of  per¬ 
meability  in  the  ikin,  increafed  by  the  condenfmg 
operation  of  cold  air  at  night,  when  the  digef- 
tive  procefs  is  moft  adive,  and  when  perfpiration 
ihould  therefore  be  moft  copious.  In  this  difeafCj  the 
itching  is  violent:  it  affords,  at  firft,  a  fenfation  of  plea- 
fure,  but  this  is  foon  fucceeded  by  fevere  pains  in  the 
parts  affefted.” 

The  Neapolitan  phyGcian,  IngraiTia,  appears  to  be 
the  only  medical  writer,  for  four  or  five  centuries 
after  the  time  of  Avicenna,  who  has  fuggefted  any 
thing  new  on  the  fubjed  of  Urticaria*. 

*  Firmiter  tenemus  Arabas  praescripto  nomine  (Esseras)  eiim  affectum  iii_ 
telligere,  quern  nos  in  Sicilia  vulg6  dicimus  Scotulum,  nonnulli  ver6  piium 
cervinum. — Florentias  (ut  Nicolaus  ait)  Artetica  ab  idiotis,  vocatur,  quin,  com- 
munissim^  nostrorum  omnium  idiomatum  comparatione,  fabesrere  corpus 
dicimus,  vulg6  farse  fave,  quippe  tuberculis  fabarum  saepenumerb  magnitudine 
pauUbve  majoribus,  aut  minoribus,  universum  . corpus,  quasi  ex-  improvise  non- 
nunquam,  prajcipub  in  aestate,  circumvenitur,  perindb  ac  si  a  vespis  undique 
demorsus  esset,  vel  saeviori  quS.vis  urtica  perfrictae  cariies  ejus  extitissent.  Qui- 
quidem  aftectus  ex  biliosi  sanguinis  fervore,  magn^  ex  parte,  advenire  con- 
suevit,  &c.  &c.  De  Turn:  praet:  jiat:  pag,  168. 
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ORDER  III. 

IV.  ROSEOLA. 


IF^Y  this  title  I  mean  to  exprefs  a  rofe-coloured 
efflorefcence,  varioufly  figured,  without  wheals  or  pa¬ 
pulae,  and  not  contagious.  The  Rofeola*  can  fcarcely 
be  confidered  as  idiopathic,  but  though  cohnefled  with 
different  fevers,  and  perhaps  with  different  flates  of 
the  conftitution,  it  requires  notice  in  an  arrangement 
of  cutaneous  appearances.  I  will,  therefore,  defcribe 
it’s  principal  varieties  under  the  denominations,  Ro- 
feola  aeftiva,  Rofeola  autumnalis,  Rofeola  annulata, 
Rofeola  infantilis,  Rofeola  variolofa,  Rofeola  vaccina, 
Rofeola  miliaris. 

1.  The  Roseola  estiva  is  fometimes  preceded  by 
chillinefs  alternating  with  flufhes  of  heat,  by  flight  pains 
in  the  head  and  limbs,  faintnefs,  laffitude,  reflleffnefs, 

*  1  use  this  term  arbitrarily.  A  few  writers  have  employed  it  instead  of 
Rossalia  (pag.  289.)  which  denotes  the  Scarlatina.  The  Roseola  mentioned  by 
Severinus,  Lib.  VII.  De  recondita  abcessorum  uatuil,  is  left  indefinite. 
Quffist.  V. 

and 
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and  incapacity  of  clofe  attention.  The  rafli  appears 
on  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  or  feventh  day  after 
the  commencement  of  thefe  fymptoras.  Jt  is  diftri- 
buted  firft  on  the  face  and  neck,  and  afterwards,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  day  or  two,  over  the  whole  body.  The 
form  of  the  rafh,  and  the  mode  of  it’s  diftribution,  which 
cannot  be  well  defcribed  in  words,  is  reprefented  PL. 
XXVI.  Fig.  1.  On  examination,  the  patches  generally 
will  be  found  larger  and  more  irregular  than  in  the 
Meafles.  They  are  at  firfl;  red,  but  they  foon  aflume 
the  deep  rofeate  hue  peculiar  to  this  complaint.  The 
fauces  are  tinged  with  the  fame  colour,  and  a  flight 
roughnefs,  or  enlargement  of  the  tonfils,  iff  felt  in  fwal- 
lowing.  The  efflorefcence  ufually  appears  firft  in  the 
evening  or  night,  and  continues  vivid  through  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day.  It  produces  a  confiderable  degree  of 
itching  and  tingling,  efpecially  on  the  arms.  On  the 
fourth  day,  only  flight  fpecks,  of  a  dark  red  colour, 
are  perceptible  :  thefe  wholly  difappear  on  the  fifth 
day,  and  with  them  the  internal  diforder. 

Such,  in  particular  inftances,  is  the  uniform  courfe 
of  the  Rofeola.  In  many  cafes,  however,  the  rafli  is 
partial,  affecting  only  the  face,  neck,*  and  fhoulders.  It 
is  more  efpecially  diffufed  over  the  forehead,  along 
the  fpine  of  the  lower  jaw,  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
breaft  and  fhoulders,  and  round  the  neck,  in  patches 
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(lightly  raifed  above  the  furface.  The  cheeks  are 
tumefied  and  fluflied  with  a  dark  red  colour.  A  con- 
fiderable  itching  is  felt  in  the  parts  aff'eSled.  The  du¬ 
ration  of  the  complaint,  in  this  form,  is  at  lead;  a  week, 
the  rafh  appearing  and  difappearing  feveral  times 
within  that  period.  It’s  retrocelfion  is  ufually  attended 
with  naufea,  pain  in  the  ftomach,  headach,  and  faint- 
nefs.  Thefe  symptoms  are  immediately  relieved  when 
the  eruption  appears  again;  it  fometimes  returns  with¬ 
out  any  apparent  caufe,  at  other  times,  in  confequence 
of  hidden  emotions,  or  from  taking  wine,  aromati'cs, 
warm  liquors,  &c. 

The  Rofeola,  as  above  defcribed,  usually  occurs  in 
fummer,  and  affedis  women  of  an  irritable  conftitution. 
The  occafional  caufes  of  it  are,  fatigue,  hidden  alter¬ 
nations  of  heat  and  cold,  or  the  drinking  of  very  cold 
water  after  flrong  exercise  :  it  was  referred  by  one 
lady,  whom  I  attended,  to  her  having  flept  in  a  damp 
bed.  I  have  obferved  this  efflorefcence  in  perfons 
affected  with  dyfenteric  complaints,  or  other  diforders 
of  the  bowels,  in  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft. 

The  Rofeola  seftiva,  on  the  firft  day  of  eruption,  is 
often  miflaken  for  the  Meafles,  but  it’s  colour,  and  the 
mode  of  it’s  diflribution,  with  the  concomitant  fymp- 
toms  on  the  fecond  day,  muft  remove  every  doubt 
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from  the  mind  of  an  attentive  praftitioner.  All  prac¬ 
titioners,  however,  are  not  fufficiently  attentive,  fo 
that  a  further  miftake  has  been  fometimes  made  by 
confounding  the  Rofeola  aeftivawith  Scarlatina.  I  re¬ 
collect  an  inftance  of  this  in  the  cafe  of  a  child,  who 
was  affefted  with  an  extensive  efflorefcence,  about 
midfummer,  for  feveral  fucceffive  years.  The  attend¬ 
ing  phyfician  informed  the  parents  that  the  Scarlet 
fever  had  recurred,  in  their  child,  feven  times. 

We  fhaU  generally  find  the  fymptoms  connefled 
with  the  Rofeola  aeftiva  alleviated  by  moderate  diet, 
and  by  the  ufe  of  acidulated  drinks,  with  occafionnl 
laxatives.  The  complaint  is  only  dangerous  when, 
in  confequence  of  expofure  to  very  chill  air  or  of 
the  application  of  cold  water, '  the  eruption  has  been 
fuddenly  repelled,  and  violent  diforder  has  taken 
place  in  the  head,  ftomach,  or  bowels,  of  the  patient, 
as  happeiis,  under  fimilar  circumftances,  in  other  erup¬ 
tive  difeafes;  page  20,  221,  &c. 

2.  Roseola  autumnalis.  I  have  frequently  feen 
children  from  five  to  ten  years  of  age,  affe6led  with 
this  complaint  in  autumn.  Diftinft  patches  of  efflo¬ 
refcence  appear  iii  the  Ikin  without  occafioning 
any  elevation  of  the  cuticle.  They  have  an  oval,  or 
nearly  circular  fhape,  and  they  gradually  increafe  to 
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about  the  fize  of  a  (hilling.  Their  hue  is  very  dark, 
fo  that,  at  a  di/iance,  the  (kin  appears  as  if  ftained 
with  the  juice  of  black  cherries  or  mulberries,  (See 
PL.  XXVI.  Fig.  2.).  The  eruption  is  not  accompanied 
with  much  itching  or  tingling,  nor  is  there  any  fymp- 
tom  of  general  diforder,  except  a  whitenefs  of  the 
tongue.  The  dark  rofe-coloured  patches  are  ufually 
diffufed  over  the  arms,  feldom  on  the  face  and  body  : 
they  difappear  in  about  a  week,  being  fometimes,  but 
not  always,  fucceeded  by  defquamation*. 

This  complaint  is  generally  removed  in  a  (hort  time 
by  the  exhibition  of  the  vitriolic  acid  internally. 

3.  The  Roseola  annulata  appears  in  rofe-co¬ 
loured  rings,  with  central  areas  of  the  ufual  colour  of 
the  (kin.  On  the  firft  and  fecond  days  of  this  efflo- 
refcence,  the  rings  are  minute  like  thofe  marked  A.A. 
in  PL.  XXVII.  Fig.  1.  but  they  afterwards  gradually 
dilate,  and  form  larger  central  fpaces,  in  the  order 
marked  B.  B.  C.  C.  and  E.— I  have  fometimes  feen 
them  nearly  half  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  eruption 
takes  place  on  almoft  every  part  of  the  furface  of  the 
body,  and  produces,  efpecially  at  night,  a  fenfation 

♦  M  A.  Severinus,  png.  \ 37,  mentions  Roseolas  cotore  livescente  et 

opaco. _ Sauvages  probably  comprizes  the  Roseola  autumualis,  and  some 

other  forms  of  Roseola,  under  the  genera,  Psydracium,  and  Essera. 
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of  heat,  and  of  itching,  or  prickling :  It  appears  like- 
wife  to  affeft  the  throat.  It’s  duration  is  very  uncer¬ 
tain*:  in  foine  cafes,  it  commences  with  fliiv'erings,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  heat,  and  is  attended  with  head-ach,  flufh- 
ing  of  the  face,  ficknefs  at  the  ftomach,  and  pains  in 
the  limbs:  it  then  continues  four  or  five  days,  and 
difappears  as  the  febrile  fymptoms:  decline.  In  other 
Cafes,  which  are  without  fever,  the  complaint  is  of 
long  duration:  the  efilorefcence  ufually  fades  in  the 
morning,  and  returns  in  the  evening  or  night,  the 
rings  becoming  vivid,  and  fometimes  a  little  elevated. 
Should  the  rings  difappear,  or  be  very  faint  in  colour 
for  feveral  fucceflive  days,  tbe  patient  is  affefled  with 
pain  in  the  ftomach,  ficknefs,  vomiting  of  bile,  great 
languor,  giddinefs,  and  aching  in  the  limbs.  Thefe 
fymptoms  are  alleviated,  or  removed,  by  the  ufe  of  the 
warm  bath,  after  which,  the  efilorefcence  generally 
returns.  I  have  feen  much  advantage  derived,  in  this 
complaint,  from  fea-bathing,  and  from  fome  of  the 
mineral  acids  taken  internally. 

A  fingular  cafe  of  the  Rofeola  annulata  was  pre- 
rented  to  my  obfervation,  in  June,  1805,  through 
Dr.  W .  Currie  of  Chefter,  from  whom  I  have  fince  re¬ 
ceived  the  following  particulars.  “  The  eruption  on 

Mrs. - has  always  appeared  in  the  circular  form, 

and  affected  every  part  of  the  fkin,  being  attended 

*  Two,  three,  or  four  months  in  different  cases. 
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with  heat  and  a  very  troublefome  itching.  It  came  on 
every  night  as  foon  as  fhe  was  warm  in  bed,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  torment  her  till  morning ;  but  it  conftantly 
left  her  on  getting  out  of  bed  and  dreffing  herfelE 
She  was  only  afFe6led  with  it,  in  the  day,  by  expofing 
berfelf  to  great  heat,  or  by  going  into  crowded  rooms. 
— This  diforder  began  in  the  month  of  March,  1804: 
it  increafed  during  the  fummer,  but  when  the  cold 
weather  of  autumn  fet  in,  it’s  violence  gradually 
abated,  and,  about  the  beginning  of  Oftober,  it  difap- 
peared.  She  remained  free  from  eruption  through  the 
whole  winter.  In  March  1805,  it  again  made  it’s  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  continued,  as  in  the  former  year,  ta 
torment  her  during  the  fummer,  but  difappeared,  as 
before,  in  the  firft  week  of  October.  The  eruption 
returned  laft  March  (1806),  and  proceeded,  as  ufual, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  fummer;  it  difappeared,  how¬ 
ever,  in  July,  fmce  which  tirne  ihe  has  been  wholly 
free  from  it,  and  has  enjoyed  perfect  health.”  “  The 
vernal  attacks  of  this  complaint  were  preceded  by 
diarrhoea,  with  pain  and  griping  in  the  bowels.  She 
eats  moderately  of  plain  food,  has  a  good  appetite, 
and  never  experienced  fymptoms  of  indigehion.  Her 
drink,  at  meals,  is  water,  with  one  or  two  glaffcs 
of  wine.  She  is  of  a  gouty  family,  and  was,  fome 
years  ago,  fubject  to  repeated  and  fevere  pains  in  the 
ftomach,  and  to  violent  head-achs;  but  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  do  not  feem  to  have  been  connected  wdth  the 
3  L  2  eruption. 
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eruption.  Perhaps  fome  irritation  in  the  bowels  was 
the  original  exciting  caufe  of  the  efflorefcence,  which 
might  be  afterwards  fupported  by  the  ftimulus  of 
heat. 

According  to  my  patient’s  account,  a  bath  of  mo¬ 
derate  temperature  was  the  only  remedy  productive 
of  benefit,  and  that  benefit,  (he  fays,  was  but  tempo¬ 
rary.  If  another  fimilar  cafe  fhould  occur  to  me,  I 
would  make  trial  of  a  tepid  or  perhaps  a  cold  bath, 
with  gentle  laxatives,  and  fmall  dofes  of  the  Aqua  Kali 
puri,  in  lime-water.” 

In  two  females,  w’^hom  I  attended,  this  complaint 
was  connected  with  an  irregular  ftate  of  the  Catame¬ 
nia.  In  a  man  between  40  and  50  years  of  age,  the 
eruption  twice  fucceeded  to  a  fevere  fit  of  the  Gout, 
and  continued  fome  weeks.— An  efflorefcence,  fimilar 
to  the  Rofeola  annulata,  occafionally  precedes  the  erup¬ 
tion  of  puftules,  or  the  formation  of  fcaly  patches,  in 
the  Venereal  difeafe,  as  was  formerly  noticed  under 
the  article  Pforiasis  gyrata.  No  material  difficulty  in 
medical  practice  will  occur  from  this  circumftance, 
which  is  connected  with,  or  immediately  fucceeded  by 
fome  of  the  characteriftics  of  Syphilis. 

4.  Roseola  INFANTILIS.  Infants,  during  dentition, 
and  in  fevers,  or  in  diforders  of  the  bowels,  are  often 
2  affected 
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affected  with  a  ralh,  fimilar  to  that  exhibited  PL, 
XXVI.  Fig.  1.  but  u/ually  clofer  and  fuller,  fo  as  to 
leave  very  fmall  interftices,  PL.  XXVII.  Fig.  2.  This 
efflorefcence  continues,  in  fome  cafes,  for  a  night;  in 
other  cafes,  it  appears  and  difappears  for  feveral  fuc- 
ceffive  days,  being  attended  with  fymptoms  of  violent 
irritation.  I  have  feen,  even  in  infants  but  a  few  days 
old,  an  efflorefcence  on  different  parts,  in  numerous 
coalefcing  patches,  rounded,  though  not  exactly  circu¬ 
lar,  of  about  the  fize  of  a  fixpence,  and  of  a  ftrong  red 
colour.  Thefe  continue  five,  fix,  or  eight  days,  with 
a  flight  elevation  of  the  cuticle,  and  terminate  by  de- 
fquamation.  They  arc  not  always  attended  with  difor- 
der  of  the  conftitution*. — There  appears  occafionally 
during  the  firft  flage  of  dentition,  a  Angle  patch  of 
efflorefcence  on  one  arm,  or  neckf.  It  remains  three 

*  “  Infants,  as  early  as  the  second  or  third  day  after  birth,  are  some¬ 
times  covered  over  with  a  red  rash,  in  small  patches  raised  a  little  above 
the  skin,  and  very  much  resembling  the  Measles.  The  rash  continues  out 
two  davs,  turns  brown  on  the  third,  and  -goes  oflF  with  a  slight  desquama¬ 
tion  :  it  is  not  accompanied  with  catarrhal  symptoms,  nor  with  any  appa¬ 
rent  disorder  of  the  constitution.” 

‘‘  This  efflorescence  differs  from  that  you  have  described ;  I  never 
saw  it  continue  longer  than  till  the  third  day.” 

Dn.  .Toiin  Sivfs. 

t  Roseolas  intelligo  bifariilm, — ^vel  quod  rosarum  imaginem  proe  se 
ferunt,  vel  quod  rosidas  quasdam  inspersiones  repraasentant.  Severin. 
de  Roseolis  saltantibus,  pag.  133. — Roseolas  cutem  supremam  lambentes, 
et  efflorcscentes,  macularum  modo,  8cc.  pag  137. 

or 
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or  four  days,  then  difappears,  and  is  in  a  fiiort  time 
fucceeded  by  another,  perhaps  on  the  oppofite  arm. 
This  fades  and  difappears  in  about  the  fame  period, 
when  a  frelh  patch  rifes  i'n  another  place.  The  erup¬ 
tion  is  thus  continued  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

We  mull  arrange  under  the  article  Rofeola,  two 
forms  of  Ralh,  noticed  in  infants  by  Dr.  Underwood*, 
**  The  one,”  he  fays,  “  flight,  and  preceded  by  fick- 
nefs  at  the  (lomach,  but  without  fever, — the  other  ex¬ 
tended  in  larger  patches,  and  preceded  by  ficknefs, 
purging,  pain,  and  a  little  fever,  the  whole  fubfiding 
on  the  appearance  of  the  Rafh,  which  therefore  feem- 
ed  to  be  critical,  or  at  leaft,  like  fome  other  eruptions, 
confecutive  to  convalefcence.” 

Thefe  appearances,  as  Dr.  U.  has  obferved,  are  often 
miftaken  for  the  Meafles  and  Scarlatina.  They  fhould 
on  that  account  be  well  known  to  medical  pra6li- 
tioners,  although  they  do  not  require  a  fpecific  mode 
of  treatment,  but  ufually  difappear  on  the  ufe  of  re¬ 
medies  calculated  to  alleviate  painful  dentition,  or 
thofe  diforders  of  the  bowels,  with  which  the  Roleola 
is  fo  frequently  connefled. 

5.  The  Roseola  variolosa  occurs  during  the 
eruptive  fever  of  both  the  natural  and  inoculated  Small- 

*  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Children,  Vol.  f.  pag.  87-<?. 

pox. 
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pox.  It  appears  in  about  one  cafe  of  fifteen*,  in  the 
inoculated  Small-pox,  on  the  fecond  day  of  the  eruptive 
fever,  which  is  generally  the  ninth  or  tenth  after  inocu¬ 
lation.  The  efflorefcence  is  firft  obfervable  on  the 
arms,  bread,  and  face  :  on  the  following  day,  it  ex¬ 
tends  over  the  trunk  of  the  body  and  the  extremities. 
In  fome  cafes  it  fpreads  into  contiguous  arches,  as  repre- 
fented  PL. XX VIII. Fig.  i.  in  others,  it  is  in  longitudinal, 
irregular  patches.  Fig.  2.  with  fmall  difl;in61:  dots  in- 

*  In  34f)  patients  inoculated  with  Variolous  matter,  at  the  Small-pox 
Hospital,  between  the  7th  of  October  and  the  28tb  of  December, 
180G,  an  efflorescence  took  place,  and  continued  two  or  three  days,  as 
follows  : 


23  in  346, 


on  the  8rh  and  9th  days. 

.  .  8th,  gth,  and  JOlh. 

.  .  9th  and  lOth. 

.  .  gth,  10th,  and  1  Uh. 

.  .  9th,  lOth  nth,  and  I2lh. 

.  .  lOtli,  llthi  and  12th. 

.  .  10th  and  11th. 

.  .  13th  and  l6th. 

1  in  15  nearly. 


In  the  last  case,  the  rash  appeared  on  the  third  day  of  the  Variolous 
eruption,  being  perhaps  the  effect  of  dentition. 

Mr.  Wachsel,  the  "Resident  at  the  Hospital,  Avho  favoured  ind  with  the 
above  table,  thinks  the  Variolous  eruption  may  be  generally  distirt- 
guished,  in  minute  pimples  among  the  patches  of  efflorescence,  at  it's  firk 
appearance.  . . .  .  ,  .1 


termixed. 
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termixed,  B.  B.  B.  and,  in  a  few  cafes,  all  thel'e  ap¬ 
pearances  being  combined,  it  forms  an  almoft  conti¬ 
nuous  redncfs  over  the  body.  Several  parts  of  the 
rafh  are  a  little  elevated  above  the  furface,  as  iii  the 
Mealies ;  pag.  218. 

On  the  fecond  or  third  day  of  the  efflorefcence,  dif- 
tin6l  Variolous  puftules,  containing  a  little  fluid,  may 
be  dillinguilhed  in  the  general  rednefs  by  their  round¬ 
ed  elevation,  by  their  hardnefs,  and  by  the  whiteneCs 
of  their  tops;  S.  S.  S  .  Fig.  1.  The  ralh  then  begins  to 
decline,  and  we  feldom  find  any  vefliges  of  it  on  the 
fourth  day. 

The  Rofeola  variolofa  is  accounted  by  inoculators  a 
certain  prognoftic  of  a  fmall  and  favourable  eruption 
of  the  Small-pox.  It  takes  place  chiefly  in  perfons  who 
have  a  delicate  ftomach,  and  an  irritable  fkin.  Thus 
Baron  Dimfdale  obferves,  if  “  a  rafli  of  this  kind  hap¬ 
pen  during  the  preparation,  (by  mercurial  and  antimo- 
nial  medicines)  it  is  apt  to  return  at  the  time  of  the 
eruption  of  the  Small-pox.” 

He  fays  further,  “  If  it  fhews  itfelf  on  the  Ikin  par¬ 
tially,  and  here  and  there,  it  is  not  very  alarming,  and 
foon  wears  olF,  But  fometimes  the  whole  furface  of 
the  fkin  is  covered  with  a  rafh  intimately  mixed  with 

the 
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the  Variolous  eruption,  and  fo  much  refembling  the 
moft  malignant  kind  of  confluent  Small-pox,  as  fcarcely 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  it ;  and,  indeed,  fome  cafes 
of  this  fort  have  happened,  where,  being  accompanied 
with  petechias  and  livid  fpots,  I  have  been  much 

alarmed . The  real  and  effential  difference  is  to  be 

gathered  from  the  concomitant  fymptoms.  In  the 
eryfipelatous  or  variolous  rafh,  there  is  not  fo  much 
fever,  nor  is  the  reflleffnefs,  or  pain  of  the  head  or 
loins,  fo  confiderable,  neither  is  there  that  general 
proftration  of  flrength,  which  are  almofl  never-failing 
attendants  on  a  confluent  Small-pox,  elpecially  M^hen 
accompanied  with  fuch  putrid  appearances.  Befides, 
upon  a  careful  examination,  there  may  fometimes  be  a 
few  diflinfl  puflules,  larger  than  the  refl:,  mixed  with 
the  Rafh,  which  are  indeed  the  real  Small-pox, — After 
two  or  three  days,  the  fkin  from  a  florid  changes  to  a 
dufky  colour,  a  few  puftules  remain,  which  advance 
properly  to  maturation,  without  any  further  trouble 
enfuing  from  this  formidable  appearance*”. 

Inoculators,  about  the  middle  of  the  lafl;  century, 
being  apprehenfive  of  the  retroceffion  or  repulfion  of 
the  Rofeola  variqlofa,  confined  perfons  affeded  with 

*  Present  Method  of  inoculating  for  the  Sraall-pox,  pag.  4.4-5,  fifth 
edit.  1769, 

gM 
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it  to  bed,  and  prefcribed  fudorific  medicines.  By  this 
pra6lice,  the  efflorefcence  was  prolonged,  but  the  fuc« 
ceeding  eruption  of  fmall-pox  is  faid  to  have  been 
generally  favourable*.  Baron  Dimsdale  advifes  that 

patients,  during  the  efflorefcence,  fhould  refrain  from 
cold  water,  or  any  thing  cold,  and  fhould  keep  within 
doors,  but  not  go  to  bed.”  “  If  any  ficknefs  yet  re¬ 
mains,”  he  fays,  “  a  little  white-wine  whey,  or  other 
cordial  fhould  be  given.” — This  rafh,  fo  far  as  I  have 
obferved,  is  not  eafily  repelled  either  by  drinking  cold 
liquors,  or  by  expofure  to  cold  air.  1  have  feen  child¬ 
ren,  who  were  covered  with  it,  taken  out  during  fevere 
weather,  and  kept  in  the  open  air  for  feveral  hours, 
without  the  leafl  detriment.  At  the  Inoculation  Hof- 
pital,  perfons  affefled  with  the  Rofeola  variolofa  walk 
about  the  garden  daily,  take  purgatives,  and  are  treat¬ 
ed  in  every  refpefl:  like  the  other  patients.  Out-pa¬ 
tients,  with  the  rafh  upon  them,  are  likewife  conveyed 
thither,  on  the  days  of  attendance,  in  all  feafons  of 
the  year,  without  inconvenience. 

In  a  child  inoculated  by  Mr.  Wachsel,  the  Variolous 
Fever,  and  the  efflorefcence,  took  place  at  the  ufual 
dme,  without  any  eruption  of  puflules.  Mr.  W.  fa- 

*  Account  of  tlie  Preparation  and  Management  necessary  to  Inocula¬ 
tion  j  Ijy  James  Burges,  1754,  pag..  24. — Compare  Kirkpatrick’s  Ana¬ 
lysis,  pag.  335.. 
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x^oured  me .  with  the  following  particulars  relative  to 
this  cafe:  “The  child  was  inoculated -with  fmall- 
pox  matter,  September  2d,  1805.  On  the  1  itli,  fhe  was 
indifpofed,  and  the  inoculated  part  xvas  furrounded 
with  fmall  confluent  puftules.  The  rafh  appeared  on 
the  13th  of  September,  and  gradually  extended  over 
the  body*.  She  was  very  feverifh  in  the  night  of  the 
13th,  and  throughout  the  following  day.  The  rafh 
continued  ftrong  till  the  17th ;  it  declined  on  the  18th 
and  19th,  and  difappeared  on  the  20th  of  September. 
This  girl  has  not  lince  taken  the  Small-pox,” — From 
thefe  and  other  fimilar  obfervations,  we  may  infer,  that 
in  many  of  the  inllances  xvhere  perfons  have  been  fup- 
pofed  incapable  of  receiving  the  variolous  infediont, 
the  difeafe  had  actually  taken  place,  though  not  in  it’s 
ufual  form. 

In  the  natural  Small-pox,  I  have  occafionally  ob- 
ferved  an  appearance  of  the  Rofeola  variolofa,  (PL. 
XXVIII.  Fig.  1.)  on  the  third  or  fourth  day,  with  flight 
fever,  and  Avith  a  fmall  and  favourable  eruption  of 
puftules ;  but  I  am  informed  by  thofe  who  muft  have 
had  better  opportunities  of  obferving  than  myfelf, 
that  this  appearance  is  much  more  rare  in  the  natural 

*  This  efflorescence  nearly  resembled  that  represented  PL.  XXVIII. 
Fig.  2. 

t  See  Woodville,  on  Inoculation. 

3  M  2 
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than  in  the  inoculated  Small-pox. — When  an  univerfal 
efflorefcence  of  a  dark  red  colour  takes  place,  with 
a  violent  eruptive  fever,  immediately  before  the  Vari¬ 
olous  puftules*,  we  have  reafon  to  expefl  a  confluent 
eruption,  and  a  fatal  termination  of  the  difeafet. 

The 

*  Variolas  confluentes  nunc  Erysipelatis  ritu,  nunc  Morbillorum,  crum- 
punt,  a  quibus,  non  nisi  a  medico  in  liis  morbis  versatissimo,  distinguun- 
tur,  saltern  quoad  faciem  externam.  Sydenham,  pag.  99. 

Univcrsa  cutis,  in  instanti  quasi,  rubedine  saturate  et  profundi  per- 
fusa,  erysipelatosi  tumoris  ad  instar,  (raaculis  nigrls  hie  illic  interspersis) 
cum  Eequali  superficie  quadantenus  crassescit ;  quam  quidem  erysipela- 
tosam  rubedinem  cutis  pertriduum  eruptionis  integrum  retinet.  Morton 
De  Variolis,  pag.  169  and  451.  Compare  Burserius,  lustit.  Med.  Pract. 
vol.  II.  pag.  195. 

^‘In  every  bad  kind  of  Small-pox,  the  eruption  is  ushered  in  by  a  Scar¬ 
let  Rash,  which  appears  first  upon  the  face,  neck,  and  breast;,  and  some¬ 
times  spreads  over  the  whole  body.  It  is  observed  some  part  of  the 
second  day,  and  within  twelve  hours,  sooner  or  later,  the  pimples  rise 
from  these  inflamed  parts  of  the  skin.”  Dr.  Robert  Walker’s  Inquiry 
into  the  .Small-pox,  &c.  pag.  132.  Edinburgh,  1790. 

'}•  Efflorescentia  confluens,  et  ubique  rubedine  saturata,  more  febris 
scarlatinas  vel  erysipelatosae,  universam  ferb  cutim  perfundens,  cum 
petechiis  intermixes,  mortem  ultra  secundum  maturationis  diem,  nullS, 
medicorum  arte  posse  protelari  significat.  Morton,  pag.  ISff. 

Cas.  S6.  Efllorescentia  plana,  conlinua,  sublurida,  die  2^°- 

Cas.  37.  Tota  facies  efilorescentiS.  coccinea  aequali  perfundebatur,. 
die  2-*“- 

Cas.  38.  Efflorescentia  sequalis,.  continua,  atque  intense  rubra,  sine 
pustulis  notabilibus,  die  S*'"’ 
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The  fcattered  efiQorefcence,  which  attends  the  erup¬ 
tion  of  the  Small-pox,  after  inoculation,  and  which 
appears  in  fome  cafes  of  the  diftinft  natural  Small¬ 
pox,  has,  by  'feveral  medical  authors  and  praftitioners, 
been  conlidered  as  a  coincidence  of  the  Mealies  and 
Small-pox,  in  which  the  latter  overpowered  the  former. 
Thus  Rhazes  fays,  Aliquando  apparent  Variolae  si¬ 
miles  Blactiis  (morbillis),  et  aliquis  medicus  dixit  quod 
Blactias  vertuntur  in  Variolas*.”  De  Haen  is  nearly 
of  the  fame  opinion.  “  Quo  tempore  uterque  hie 
morbus  gralfatur,  fit  ut  alterum  sive  integre  live  ferh 
curatum  alter  fequatur,  imb  ut  ambo  limul  eodem  in 
fubjedo  efflorefcant.” — **  Puerulus  anni  unius  22°  Mali 
1748,  Febre  morbillof4  corripiebatur,  et  die  25°  Mor- 
billi  prodiere,  fed  brevi  adeb  conferti  ut  nunquam 
magis.  Verum  circa  os,  pudulas  minimas,  inllar  naf- 
centium  Variolarum,  comparuere.  Die  260  inter  den- 
fiffimos  Morbillos,  toto  corpore  dilfufos,  duodecim  Va- 
riolae  in  facie,  binteque  utraque  in  manu,  prodiere, 
foveam  in  medio  habentes,  albidiores,  ac  circulo  rubro 
in  ambitu  ornataet.” 

Cas,  39.  Animadverti  universam  cutem  efflorescentia  continue  et 
planS,,  intense  rubr&,  non  scarlatina,  verum,  quasi  levi  et  piano  erjsipe- 
late  perfusam,  maculis  rubris  minoribus,  et  nigris  majoribus,  per  toturm 
pectus  sparsis,  die  pag.  44G,  451. 

*  Continent:  lib.  XVIII.  cap.  8.  Interprete  Peragio.. 

•f  Theses  sist:  Febr:  divisiones,  pag.  107.  Compare  the  observations, 
ki  his  Ratio  Medend.  part  II.  pag.  115,  11 6,  117. 
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6.  Roseola  vaccina.  This  efilorefcence  is  fome- 
times  difFufe  like  the. -Variolous  rafh,  but  it  appears 
generally  in  congeries  of  dots  and  fmall  patches,  a 
little  elevated,  as  fhewn  in  PL.  XXVIII,  fig.;  3.-“^It 
takes  place  in  fome  children,  efpecially  in  thofe  who 
have  a  very  irritable  Ikin,  on  the  ninth  or  tenth  day 
of  the  Vaccination,  about  the  fame  time  that  the  red 
areola  is  formed  round  the  Velicle,  at  the  place  of 
inoculation  ;  from  thence  it  fpreads  irregularly  over 
the  whole  furface  of  the  body^.  I  do  not  remember 
to  have  feen  this  ehlorefcence  continue  vivid  for  more 
than  forty-eight  hours.  It  is  ufually  attended  with  a 
very  quick  pulfe,  a  white  tongue,  and  great  reftlelT- 
nefs.  Some  inoculators  attach  little  importance  to  it ; 
others  think  it  a  favourable  circumftance  in  Vaccina¬ 
tion,  as  denoting  that  the  fkin  and  conllitution_have 
been  fully  alFeded.  It  is  not  nearly  fo  frequent  as  the 
efflorefcence  after  Variolous  inoculationf. 

7.  The  Roseola  miliaris  is  an  efflorefcence  which 
often  attends  an  eruption  of  miliary  Veficles  with  fe- 

*  See  Dr.  Pearson’s  Report  on  the  Cow-pock  Inoculation,  in  1800-1-2, 
and  Mr.  G.  Bell,  on  the  Cow-pox,  pag.  52. 

t  '‘’The  appearance  you  mention  is  extremely  rare.  My  notes  do  not 
furnish  me  with  an  instance  of  it,  nor  do  I  recollect,  in  any  case,  more 
than  one  or  two  slight  patches  of  redness,  which  very  soon  disappeared. 
However,  1  do  not,  m  the  country,  usually  see  the  children  vaccinated, 
after  the  8th  day.” 

Dr.  Jenner. 
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ver.  I  (hall  have  occafion  to  make  fome  remarks  on 
it  hereafter,  under  the  genus  Miliaria. 

In  the  Typhus,  or  Contagious  malignant  Fever,  an 
efflorefcence  alfo  takes  place  occafionally,  refembling, 
in  it’s  diftribution,  the  fpecimen  of  Kofeola,  exhibited 
PL.  XXVI.  Fig.  1. — but  6T  a  darker  hue.  1  obferved 
fuch  a  rafh  on  the  fifteenth  day,  in  one  cafe  of  fever, 
which  terminated  on  the  feventeenth  day.  In  other 
cafes,  it  precedes  the  formation  of  purple  fpots  and 
vibices,  and,  in  others,  it  is  feen  early  in  the  difeafe, 
but  remains  only  for  a  fhort  time,  without  any  mate¬ 
rial  confequences. 

On  printing  off  the  first  sheets  of  the  third  Order,  I  announced  a 
new  generic  distinction  termed  Ieis,  having  seen,  in  a  few  cases,  what 
hppeared  to  be  efflorescences,  consisting  each  of  four  concentric  rings,  of 
different  colours,  with  a  yellowish  central  speck.  From  similar  cases, 
lately  presented  to  my  observation  by  Dr.  Chohneley,  and  other  medical 
practitioners,  I  have  ascertained  that  the  central  speck  is  a  Vesicle,  (Def, 
X.)  and  that  one  of  the  rings  is  Vesicular  ;  I  must,  therefore,  according 
to  my  own  arrangement,  transfer  this  singular  affection  to  the  genus. 
HEEtES. 
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V.  PURPURA. 


The  title  Purpura,  or  Efflorefcentia  purpurata,  has 
been  applied  to  papulous  eruptions  on  the  {kin,  to 
different  forms  of  Rafhes*,  and  to  the  purple  eruption 
which  often  occurs  in  malignant  Feversf .  Riverius  is, 
I  believe,  the  firfl;  author  who  makes  a  di/linftion  be¬ 
tween  Purpura  and  petechial  Fevers  :  he  obferves. 
Nullum  dari  fignum  harum  febrium  ver^  pathognomo- 
nicum, — nedum  bubonem,  aut  carbunculum,  in  vere 
peftilenti, — neque  maculas  purpureas  in  Febre  maligna, 
quamvis  ilia  a  pluribus  medicis  purpurata  nomine tur ; 

*  To  the  Red-gum,  by  Etmuller ; 

To  the  Scarlatina,  by  Schultzius  and  Juncker ;  and  in  the  Ephemerides 
Act.  Nat.  Cur.  &c  : 

To  the  Measles,  by  Hafenreffer,  II.  4.  and  Morton,  Pyretolog. 
Appendix: 

To  the  Miliaria,  Lichen,  and  Nettle  Rash,  by  Juncker,  Hoffman,  8cc. 
and  in  Act.  Nat.  Cur. 

t  Sennertus,  Lib.  V.  Porchon,  Traite  du  Pourpre,  a  Paris,  1688. 
Sauvages,  Nos.  Med.  &c. 


cum 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


453 


cum  in  multis  ea  laborantibus  nusquam  compareant ; 
et  interdum  erumpere  foleant  in  mulieribus  menfium 
Hippreffionem  patientibus,  et  in  nonnullis  pueris  ob 
levem  quandam  fanguinis  ebullitionem  null4  tamen 
apparente  febre ;  quod  nobis  in  utrifque  non  raro 
videre  licuit*. 

With  Ri verius  and  fome  other  authors,  I  .propofe  to 
exprefs  by  the  term  PURPURA  an  efflorefcence  con- 
lifting  of  fmall,  diftin6l,  purple  fpecks  and  patches, 
attended  with  general  debility,  but  not  always  with 
fever. — Three  ftriking  varieties  of  the  complaint  thus 
defined  may  be  denominated,  Purpura  fimplex,  Pur¬ 
pura  hcsmorrhagica,  and  Purpura  urticans,  no  one  of 
•which  is  contagious. 

1.  The  Purpura  simplex  is  chara6lerized  by  an 
appearance  of  petechiae  (DEF.  IV.}  without  much  dif- 
order  of  the  conftitution.  The  petechiae  are  diflPufed 
chiefly  over  the  arms,  legs,  breast,  and  abdomen. 
They  are  largest  on  the  legs,  though  feldom  confluent. 
In  PL.  XXIX.  Fig.  i.  they  are  exhibited  of  their  ufual 
fize  and  colour  but  the  eruption  of  them  was  fuller 
in  the  cafe  of  the  boy,  ffom  whom  the  drawing  was 
made,  than  in  any  other  inllance  I  have  feen.  Flea- 

*  Prax.  Med.  XVII.  1.  Compare  Forest!,  Lib.  VI.  Obs.  59,  60. 

3  N  bites 
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bites  may  be  diftinguiflied  from  petechise,  PL.  XXX,, 
Eig.  2.  by  the  dark  central  fpeck  which  the  infeQ: 
makes  with  it’s  probofcis  :  fee  Fig.  3.— In  fome  cafes, 
a  general  red  efflorefcence  takes  place,  for  a  day  or 
two,  before  the  appearance  of  petechiae. 

The  Purpura  fimplex  is  attended  with  palenefs,  lan¬ 
guor,  debility,  and  pain  in  the  limbs.  It  chiefly  afi'e6]:s 
women,  and  children,  efpecially  thofe  who  are  much 
confined,  and  whofe  food  is  not  fufficiently  nutritious. 
A  cure  is  foon  accomplilhed,  in  fuch  cafes,  by  proper 
diet  and  regular  exercife. 

1.  The  Purpura  Hvemorrhagica  is  attended  with 
heemorrhage,  anafarcous  fwellings,  and  vibices.  Some 
weeks  before  this  difeafe  is  fully  formed,  patients  are  ' 
affefled  with  laflitude,  faintnefs,  and  pains  in  the 
limbs,  which  render  them  unfit  either  for  bufinefs 
or  fociety.  In  fame  cafes,  the  eruption  is  more  im¬ 
mediately  preceded  by  fhiverings,  naufea,  vomiting, 
and  acute  pain.  The  petechiae,  or  purple,  fpots,  ap¬ 
pear  firfl;  on  the  legs,  and  at  uncertain  periods  after¬ 
wards,  on  the  thighs,  arms,  and  trunk  of  the  body, 
the  hands  and  face  being  generally  free  from  them.. 
They  are,  however,  numerous  on  the  tonfils,  uvula, . 
palate,  gums, .  tongue,  and  infide  of  the  cheeks  and  i 

lips,.. 
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lips.  In  thefe  fituations,  they  are  fometimes  raifed  or 
papulatedj  and  difcharge  blood  on  the  flighteft  pref- 
fure.  The  colour  of  thofe  on  the  furface  of  the  body 
i's  at  firft  a  bright  red,  but  it  foon  becomes  purple  or 
livid.  The  cuticle  over  them  appears  fmooth  and 
ihining,  but  is  not  fenfibly  elevated.  Though  of  very 
different  fizes,  they  have  all  nearly  a  circular  form  ; 
PL.  XXIX.  Fig.  2.  Sometimes  they  are  few,  and 
diftind,  fometimes,  numerous  and  coherent;  they  are 
fometimes  diftributed  uniformly  over  the  furface  of 
the  body,  and  fometimes  in  irregular  clufters. — Many 
of  the  patches  difappear  in  a  week  or  two,  while  frelh 
ones  arife  in  other  places.  They  are  largeft  and 
moil  vivid,  in  the  evening  or  night :  during  the  day 
they  are  fmaller,  and  of  a  yellowiih  hue.  In  the 
greater  number  of  cafes,  they  are  interfperfed  with 
vibices  or  livid  patches  refembling  the  effeds  of  a 
violent  bruife*.  See  PL.  XXiX.  Fig.  2.  B.  B.  B. 

The  haemorrhage  which  attends  this  complaint  is  at 
hrfl;  profufe,  and  cannot  be  easily  reftrained  :  in  fome 

*  "  Blood  is  extravasated  under  the  cuticle,  and  the  vessels  on  the 
surface  become  so  tender  that  the  slightest  scratch,  or  bruise,  or  even 
pressure,  produces  a  rupture  of  them.”  Dr.  Duncan’s  Annals  of  Medi*- 
cine,  for  1799,  pag.  235. 
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cafes,  it  returns  every  day,  at  a  ftated  hour.  It  takes 
place  from  the  noftrils,  fauces,  gums,  infides  of  the 
lips  and  cheeks,  or  from  the  tongue,  often  from  the 
lungs,  flomach,  or  inteftines,  or  from  the  uterus,  even 
in  women  of  an  advanced  age,  'Ehe  haemorrhage 
fometimes  begins  a  few  days  before  the  eruption, 
fometimes.  after  it,  and  fometimes  on  the  fame  day 
with  the  eruption.  After  a  week  or  two,  the  haemor¬ 
rhage  becomes  lefs  violent,  and  does  not  return  fo  fre¬ 
quently.  When  the  difcharge  of  blood  is  from  the 
gums  and  mouth,  the  purple  fpots  on  the  furface  are 
very  numerous,  and  of  a  fmaller  fize  than  ufual;  un¬ 
der  thefe  circumdances,  the  fauces,,  gums,  and  tongue, 
fometimes  appear  livid  and  tumefied. 

This  complaint  is  attended  with  extreme  debility, 
and  depreffion  of  fpirits:  the  pulfe  is  generally  weak 
and  frequent..  Febrile  paroxyfma,  like  thofe  of  a 
he6lic  or  remittent  Fever,  occur  at  intervals _ A  wo¬ 

man,  aged  57,  had,  every  evening,  from  fix  to  ten 
o’clockj  repeated  fhiverings,  with  pain  and  coldnefs. 
of  the  lower  extremities,  which  fymptoms  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  heat,  and  a  moderate  degree  of  perfpira- 
tion.  This  patient  was  affefled.  with,  the  {hivering- 
fits,  with  purple  eruptions  over  the  body,  and  with 
frequent  menorrhagia,  for  upwards  of  nine  months. 
In  other,  cafes,  heat  of  the  ikin,  and  acute  pains  in  the 
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limbs  are  felt  every  night,  without  the  {hiverings.  "When 
the  difeafe  has  continued  for  fome  time,  anafarcous 
fwellings  take  place  firft  in  the  ancles,  and  afterwards 
in  the  thighs,  body,  arras,  cheeks,  and  eyelids.  There 
is  ufually  at  the  fame  time  great  coldnefs  of  the  lower 
extremities,  with  fallownefs  of  the  complexion,  and 
general  emaciation. 

The  Purpura  hJEinorrhagica  has  not  any  regular,  or 
ftated  termination.  It  was  protra6ted,  in  the  cafes 
under  my  own  obfervation,  from  14  days,  to  12  months, 
and  upwards.  The  difeafe  did  not,  in  any  of  thofe 
cafes,  prove  fatal.  We  are,  however,  informed  by 
refpeftable  authors,  that  the  htemorrhage  has,  on 
fome  occafions,  been  fo. violent  as  to  produce  fuddeu- 
death*i. 


Of  1.7  patients,  whom  I  have  feen  afFe£led  with 
this  difeafe,  two  only  were  men ;  nine  were  wo¬ 
men,  three,  boys,  and  three,  infants,  not  more  than  a 
year  old.  Four  of  the  women  were  beyond  the  age 
of  fifty.— I  will  here  defcribe  the  progrefs  of  one  cafe, 
which  exhibited  fome  linking  appearances.  A  lady, 
aged  thirty-fix,  of  the  fanguine  temperament,  after 
experiencing  for  feveral  days  a  painful  inflation  of  the. 

*  hhter  Exercit,  Med.  de  Scorbuto.  Act.  Nat.  Cur,  &c. 

flora  achj. 
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llomach,  was  feized,  on  the  17th  of  June  1792,  with, 
violent  vomiting,  which  continued  almoft  inceflantly 
through  the  l6th  and  igth,  and  was  accompanied  witk- 
excruciating  pains  in  the  bowels.  The  fluid  difcharg- 
ed  was  clear,  and  flrongly  tinged  with  green  bile, 
the  quantity  of  it  being  not  lefs  than  three  or  four, 
quarts  every  day.  On  the  20th,  the  vomiting  abated,, 
and  fhe  had  feveral  loofe  ftools,  of  a  grec'n  colour,  and 
mixed  with  black  coagulated  blood.  The  diarrhoea 
continued  in  this  form, until  the  25th,  producing  great 
languor,  and  faintnefs.  During  that  time,  the  pulfe 
was  remarkably  flow,  and  the  fkin  cool ;  the  urine 
was  of  a  draw  colour,  and  depofited  a  white  mucous 
fediment ;  the  tongue  was  moift,  but  covered  with  a 
yellowilh  fur :  fhe  was  always  very  thirfty,  and  reftlefs. 
On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  her  extremities  became 
fuddenly  cold,  her  pulfe  was  fcarcely  difcernible,  a 
cold  fweat  trickled  down  in  ftreams  from  every  part 
of  the  body,  her  voice  was  indiftind,  and  her  breath-: 
ing  very  laborious.  From  this  alarming  date  fhe  reco¬ 
vered  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  and  on  the  following, 
day  a  rafh  apppred  over  the  whole  body,  in  fmall 
red  circular  patches,  confluent  on  the  neck,  fhoulders, 
and  nates,  but  in  other  places  diftinfl.  On  the  27th 
and  28th,  the  eruption  was  lefs  extenfive,  but  of  a 
livid  colour:  her  hands  fwelled,  and  fhe  was  faint  and 
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languid,  but  free  from  internal  pain.  The  difcharge 
of  blood  ceafed  at  this  time.  On  the  2gth  and  30th 
flie  was  in  better  fpirits,  but  complained  much  of 
pains  in  the  limbs,  particularly  near  the  knee  joints. 
July  ift  and  2d,  flie  was  lick,  weary,  aud  reftlefsj  but 
had  not  any  diforder  of  the  bowels  ;  her  tongue  was 
brownilh  and  clammy,  and  ihe  felt  confiderable  pain 
in  the  wrifts.  The  ralh  began  to  fade  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day.  On  the  4th,  Ihe  was  eafy  and  able  to  fit  up  in 
bed.  Slight  veftiges  of  the  livid  fpots  remained  on 
her  arms  only.  Two  fpots  on  the  back  of  the  left 
hand  terminated. with  gangrenous  houghs.  The  com¬ 
plaint  was  fucceeded  by  large  anafarcous  fwelhngs  of 
the  legs,  thighs,  and  hands,  which  were  not  reduced 
till  the  latter  end  of  Augull,  and  during  that  time  fhe 
continued  in  a  weak  irritable  hate*. 

The  Purpura  ha'morrhagica,  occurs  at  every  period,, 
of  life,  and  chiefly  affefts  perfons  of  a  weak  and  de¬ 
licate  habit.  Women  and  boys  appear  to  be  moft 


^  This  case  exemplifies  a  well  known  aphorism,  quoted  by  Celsus 
from  the  Greek  physicians  ;  Quibus  magni  lienes  sunt,  his  gingivse  malm 
sunt,  et  os  olet,  aut  sanguis- aliqufi  parte  prorumpit ;  quorum  si  nihil  evenit,... 
neoesse  est  in  cruribus  mala  ulcera,  et  ex  his  nigrm  cicatrices  fiant.  Lib. 
H..  7,  Compare  Hippocr.  de  intern,  affect.  §  34.  Paul.  iEgin.  III.  49. 
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liable  to  it :  in  the  latter,  the  haemorrhage  ufually 
takes  place  from  the  nofe. 

Afedentary  mode  of  life,  poor  diet,  impure  air,  and  an¬ 
xiety  of  mind,  aretheufual  exciting  caufes  of  this  difeafe. 
Several  of  the  female  patients  above-mentioned  were 
confined  to  laborious  work,  in  clofe  fituations.  One 
patient,  aged  46,  who,  with  the  purple  eruption,  had 
weekly  returns  of  menorrhagia,  was  the  principal 
teacher  in  a  crowded  fchooL— A  young  woman  aged 
19,  and  a  boy  about  12  years  old,  whofe  gums,  and 
tonfils  were  livid,  fpongy  and  tender,  and  whofe  flcin 
exhibited  numerous  petechias  intermixed  with  vibices, 
had  lived  for  a  number  of  years  almoft  conftantly  on 
tea,  and  coarfe  bread.  An  infant  at  the  breaft,  aged  fix 
months,  was  fimilarly  affefled,  the  mother  not  being 
able  to  procure  fufficient  nourifhment.  One  of  the 
men,  mentioned  page  457,  referred  his  complaint  to 
exceffive  fatigue  in  fultry  weather,  and  to  the  want 
of  proper  food.  In  the  other,  the  hasmorrhage  was 
brought  on  by  taking  large  quantities  of  ardent -fpirits 
undiluted.  Some  Angular  circumftances,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  this  cafe,  I  have  elfewhere  ftated*. 

*  See  Reports  on  Diseases,  pag.  167. 

In 
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In  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe,  we  fhould  recom¬ 
mend  moderate  exercife  in  the  open  air,  a  generous 
diet,  and  the  free  ufe  of  wine,  Peruvian  bark.  Vitri¬ 
olic  acid,  &c.  Without  air,  exercife,  and  an  eafy 
flate  of  mind,  the  effeft  of  medicines  is  very  uncer¬ 
tain.  Of  this  I  had  a  fufficient  proof  in  the  cafe 
of  M.  C.  (dated  page  456)  whofe  fufferings  were 
of  long  duration.  While  confined  to  a  clofe  apart¬ 
ment  in  White-friars,  fhe  took  for  two  or  three  months 
Peruvian  Bark  in  confiderable  quantities,  the  Vitriolic 
and  marine  acid,  and  wine,  without  much  advantage. 
The  periodical  fhiverings,  and  the  haemorrhage,  were 
afterwards  flopped  by  the  Anguftura  Bark;  but  the 
purple  fpots  continued  till  after  fhe  had  been  fome 
time  in  the  country. 

2.  Purpura  urticans.  This  form,of  the  Purpura 
begins  with  hard,  reddifh,  and  rounded  elevations  of 
the  cuticle,  of  the  fize  and  appearance  reprefented 
PL.  XXX.  Fig.  1.  Thefe  fmall  tumors  gradually  di¬ 
late,  but  within  twenty-four  hours  they  fublide  to  the 
level  of  the  furrounding  cuticle.  They  are  then  fuc- 
ceeded  by  livid  fpots  of  the  fame  extent*.  During  the 
night,  the  fpots  are  fomewhat  elevated,  and  exhibit 

*  Hoffaiann,  Consult,  et  Ilespons.  pag.  316,  &,c.  &c 

3  O  .  a  little 
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a  little  rednefs  intermixed  with  the  livid  colour* ;  to¬ 
wards  morning,  they  conftantly  refume  their  former 
(late,  being  dark-coloured,  and  without  elevation. — 
The  patches  are  not  permanent,  but  fucceed  each 
other  in  different  places,  chiefly  on  the  legs,  but 
fometimes  on  the  thighs,  arms,  breaft,  &c.  On  the: 
legs  and  arms,  they  are  frequently  intermixed  with 
petechiae.  The  duration  of  this  complaint  is  from 
three  to  five  weeks,  in  the  courfe  of  which  time, 
the  hands  and  ancles  are  affefled  with  osdematous 
fwellings.  The  moft  diftrefling  fymptoms  are  a  fenfa- 
tion  of  great  languor  and  debility,  and  a  lofs  of  appe¬ 
tite.  I  have  not,  in  any  cafe,  obferved  haemorrhage 
or  fever. 

The  Purpura  urticans  generally  appears  in  fummer 
and  autumn,  affefting  1.  Thofe  who  are  expofed  to 
daily  fatigue  from  hard  labour,  and  who  fubfift  on  a 
meagre  diet.  2.  Delicate  young  women,  who  live  lux- 
urioufly,  but  ufe  very  little  exercife-  In  the  latter, 
before  any  livid  fpbts  appear,  and  before  the  anafarca 
is  perceptible,  the  legs  are  fometimes  hard,  and  en- 

*  See  the  case  of  a  nun,  in  Johan.  Udahic.  Runaleri  Ohs.  Med.  45, 
Ann.  1580. — Monialis,  n ull^  praegress^,  f’ebre,  nec  aitiiuin  imbecillitate, 

subit5  exantheihatibus  correpta  est . quse  non,  ut  in  ahis,  tota  ruben- 

lia  conspiciebantur,  sed  nigredine  qu^dam  quodammodb  virescebant. 

larged. 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES.  46^ 

larged,  fo  that  their  fliffneis  or  weight  impedes  the 
freedom  of  motion,  and  very  foon  oecaiioqs  fatigue. 

This  complaint  is  removed  by  the  exhibition  of 
Peruvian  Bark,  Mineral  Acid,  or  muriated  Tia61:ure 
of  Iron,  with  the  affiftance  of  gentle  .exercife  in  the 
open  air. 


The  Purpura  was  noticed  by  Amatus  Lufitanus, 
about  the  year  1550,  under  thedenomination  of  Morbus 
Pulicaris  fine  febre. — Curat,  Med.  70.  Cent.  iii. — “  Puer 
“  ad  me  delatus  abfque  febre,  totus  maculis  quibuf- 
dam,  pulicum  punfturis  fimilibus,  fcatebat,  et  ipfis 
“  quidem  nigerrimis,  ut  mirari  fatis  fit  talem  morbum 
“  abfque  febre,  vel  animi  anxietate,  aut  pueri  ipfius 

“  detrimento,  ^d  cutem  prprupiffe . Caeteriim 

“  duobus  interpofitis  diebus,  puer  hie  fanguinem  mul- 
turn,  nigrum  foBCulentum,  male  olentem,  egelfit,  et 
“  fanus  ac  liber  e vafit.” 

Eugalenus  is  perhaps  the  firft  writer,  who  has  given 
,a  clear  defeription  of  this  difeafe.  Under  the  general 
title.  Scurvy,  he  furnifhes  three  or  four  diftinft  cafes, 
wherein  the  purple  eruption  was  conne61:ed  with  a 
heemorrhage,  from  the  gums,  from  the  lungs,  or  from 
the  bowels.  See  Obs.  2,  33,  59,  62,  68,  69,  72.  He 
3  O  2  refers 
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refers  the  complaint  to  a  putrid  diathefis,  produced 
by  grofs  food,  fait  or  ftagnant  water,  and  a:  moift  cold, 
atmofphere. 

Riverius,  in  addition  to  the  obfervations  formerly- 
quoted  (pag.  452),  defcribes  the  appearance  of  purple 
fpots,  combined  with  an  haemorrhage  from  different 
parts  of  the  body  :  Apparent  aliquandd  in  aliis  afFefl;i- 
bus,  citra  febrem  peftilentem,  maculae  quaedam  pete- 
chiis  conlimiles,  fed  a  diverfiflimd  caufa  prodeuntes.. 
lUae  potiffimbm  folent  contingere  in  hs,  qui  fanguinis 
fluxum  patiuntur,  ex  eo  quod  ille  fadus  tenuior  et 
aquofior — turn  etiam  in  lienofis,  ictericis,  iifque  omni¬ 
bus  qui,  propter  vifcerum  debilitatera,  fanguinem  gene- 
rant  aquofum,  et  in  cachexiam  proclives  funt..  In 
his  enim,  fanguis  tenuior  fadus,  modo  per  nares  mo- 
d6  per  aliam  partem  efHuit,  modb  etiam  a  capillaribus 
exiens  venis  in  partes  cutaneas  tranfmittitur,  ubi 
retentum  proprium  amittit  colorem,  et  veli,  lividus. 
vel  niger,  vel  puniceus  efficitur,  variafque  macularum 
differentias  profert,  quae  tamen  a  maculis  febrium  pef- 
tilentium  diverfiffimae  funt,  et  nihil  aliud  quam 
fanguinis  tenuitatem  aquofam,  atque  imbecillitatem 
jecoris  prae  fe  ferunt*. 

Dr. 

*  Prax.  Med.  Lib.  XVII.  Cap.  1.  de  Febre  pestilenti.  See  also  cases 
by  River.  Ceat.  II.  Obs.  18.  and  Cent.  1.  Obs.  21.  Compare  Diemcr- 

broeck 
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Dr.  Lifter,  Exercitat.  Med.  De  Scorbuto,  1680,  af¬ 
fords  feveral  cafes  analogous  to  thofe  above  quoted : 
the  ift,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th,  11th,  and  12th, 
cxaftly  coincide  with  my  own  obfervations  on  the 
Purpura  hiemorrhagica.  The  difeafe  proved  mortal  in 
four  of  thefe  cafes,  though  in  fome  of  them,  no  alarm- 
ing  fymptoms  had  occurred.  .(Egrot.  7,  9;  Juvenis. 
quidam,  exeunte  Decembrif  fubitd  et  line  aliqua  cauf4 
manifell^,  narium  haemorrhagic  correptus  eft  :  id  ma¬ 
lum  aliquot  dies,  per  intervalla,  duravit;  mox  totum 
corpus  maculis  fere  ex  nigro-purpureis  eleganter  de- 
pictum  eft  ;  etiam  earum  aliquot  ex  internC  labiorum 
parte  obfervavi:  Huic  tamen  nec  febricula,  nec  pulfus 
jufto  debilior;  urina  qualis  fanorum,  nec  ullum  grave 
aliCs  fymptoma.  At  funefta  ilia  piflura  fuit+. 

The  remedies  on  which  Dr.  Lifter  depended  for  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe  were,  Scurvy-Grafs,  Crelfes,  Ve¬ 
getable  Acids,  and,  o.ccafionally,  blood-letting.  Exr. 
perience,  however,  foon  taught  him  that  bleeding  and, 
likewife  purging,  were  highly  detrimental.  He  men- 

broeck  De  peste,  L.  IV.  ,®gr.  41.  Hoffmann  Suppl.  Par.  II.  pag.  493. 
de  Purpart.  Scorbutic^,  &c.  Cusson  De  Purpura,  Sauvages  De  Plimnig- 
mo,  et  Burscrii  Instil.  Med.  II.  Cap.  10, 

f  Pag.  96-7. — Horstius  states  Obs.  17.  Lib.  V.  that  this  disease  termi-- 
nated  fataiiy  in  a  pregnant  woman,  by  a  haemorrhage  from  the  gums.. 
Hot-baths  and  sudorific  medicines  .were  employed  in  the  case,  but  tliey, 
produced,  he  says,  a  bloody  sweat  (sudorem  sanguineum). 
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tions  the  Hate  of  the  blood  drawn  in  one  cafe :  Is  re- 
frigeratus  cute  craffA  ex  fufco  flavefcente  obduftus  eft. 

In  the  Ephemerides  and  Ada  Naturae  Curioforum 
many  cafes  of  the  Purpura  haemorrhagica  are  recited 
which  deferve  attention.  See  Tom.  I.  obs.  35  and  79. 
•  Tom.  III.  79.  Tom.  IV,  pag.  468.  Tom.  V.  obs.  30. 
Tom.  VIL  obs.  110  and  131.  In  Tom.  IX.  obs.  21,  is  a 
complete  hiftory  of  the  difeafe  under  the  title  of 
Petechiee  mendaces. 

Cafes  of  the  Purpura  feem  to  have  been  ftudioufly 
multiplied  in  periodical  publications,  and  in  medical 
or  chirurgical  mifcellanies*. — I  confider  it,  under  all 
the  forms  defcribed,  as  pertaining  to  the  Scurvy, 
though  it  is  not  always  attended  with  fponginefs  of 

*  Hist.  Morbor.  Vratislaviens.  Ann.  1702.  Philosophical  Transactions, 
vol.  LIII.  Casp.  Pezoldus.  Obs.  Ch.  select.  6.  Werlhoff,  He  Variol.  et 
Anthrac.  cap.  iii.|  15,  and  in  Coinmerc.  literar.  Norimberg.  Boehrens  de 
Affect,  a  Mitjlis,  1735.  Hebd.  2  &.  7.  Act.  Helvet.  vol.  V.  1762. 
Stvack,  Obs.  Med.  De  Morbo  cum  petechiis,  Carolsruhae,  1767.  LA. 
P.  Gesner,  Obs.  Med.  Phys.  Tom.  IH.  pag.' 205.  Nordlingie,  I771. 
C.  J.  Hainilan.  Sopra  le  Malatt.  delle  Migliari  in  Piemonte,  &c.  1774. 
Graff.  Dissert.  Inaug.  De  Petechiis  sine  febre,  GoUingae,  1775.  Act. 
Hafnensia,  vol.  II.  Profr.  Duncan’s  Medical  Commentaries  for  1774, 
and  Medical  Cases,  1778.  Vechner,  Petechiarum  benignissimse  indolis 
singulare  exemplum,  Trajecti  ad  Viadrum,  1780.  J.  H.  Schlichthorst. 
Dissert,  de  Petecb.  Gottingse,  1783.  Adair  Dissert.  Inaug.  De  Has- 
morrhaea  petechiali,  Edinburgh,  1789.  Medical  Facts,  vol.  II.  Memoirs 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  vol.  III.  pag.  393.  Annals  of 
Medicine,  vol,  II,  pag.  231,  &.c.  &c. 
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the  gurns,  and  a  difcharge  of  blood  from  them,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  definition  of  Scorbutus  in  Nofology*. 
Whether  my  readers  agree  with  me  in  this  opinion, 
or  not,  they  will,  I  think,  allow  that  a  general  view  of 
the  fymptoms  and  caufes  of  either  the  Sea-Scurvy,  or 
Land-Scurvy,  cannot  properly  form  a  part  of  the  pre- 
fent  work. 

4.  Purpura  contagiosa.  I  apply  this  title  to  an 
eruption  of  petechise  frequently  feen  in  the  Typhus, 
or  malignant  Fever,  occurring  in  crowded  (hips,  pri- 
fons,  and  other  very  clofe  fituations. 

When  malignant  Fevers  are  epidemic  in  London  and 
its  vicinity,  the  proportion  of  cafes,  in  which  Petechvee 
appear,  is  not  t  confiderable.  A  full  eruption  of 

them 

*  See  Sauvages,  Nosol  Method.  Sa. 

Dr.  Sydenham’s  account  of  the  Scurvy  does  not  materially  differ 
from  that  of  the  Purpura,  above  given. 

Dr.  Cainerarius,  De  Scorbuto  endemio  Hornbergae,  (Act.  N.  Cur.  Tom. 
II.  153.)  observes;  Scorbuti  hujus,  neq^ue  enim  eadem  est  semper,  ac 
ubique,  morbi  funesti  facies,  hsec  sunt  symptomata;  lassitude  ingens, 
vertigo,  cephalalgia,  frequentes  parulides,  cruentatio,  atque  ulceralio  gin- 
givarum,  sicca  scabies,  maculae  mod6  lividae,  mod6  rubrse,  lancinantes 
artuum  dolores,  in  morbi  cumprimis  exordio.  Compare  Willis,  De  Scor¬ 
buto,  cap.  iii. 

f  Reports  on  Diseases,  Stc.  pag.  l62,  232,  &c.  Hoffmann,  in  his 
Historia  Febris  malignte  petechizantis  Halm  grassantis,  observes,  Qui- 
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them  is,  according  to  medical  writers,  generally  aC» 
companied  with  haemorrhage,  and  vibices*;  but  none 
of  the  cafes  admitted  into  the  Fever-Houfe  during  the 
lafl;  three  years,  have  exhibited  thefe  appearances, 
either  combined,  or  in  fucceffion.  The  patients,  how¬ 
ever,  are  ufually  covered  with  flea-bites,  and  it  is  not 
always  eafy  to  diftinguifh  thefe  from  Petechine,  fince, 
in  confequence  of  the  extenfive  and  almoft  conftant 
irritation  on  the  flcin,  the  dark  fpecks  remain  for  fome 
time  after  the  central  punctures  have  been  healed. 
See  pag.  453-4* 

Formerly,  the  Typhus,  with  Petechiae,  &c.  often 
occurred  in  our  prifons,  and  proved  fatal  to  thofe 
who  were  under  confinement  in  do fe  cells,  or  who 
lodged  in  crowded  apartments.  Mr.  Box,  .  Sur¬ 
geon  of  Newgate,  informs  me,  that  the  Fever  has 

dam  exanthematis  et  Petechiis  plan^  carebant,  quorundam  antem  corpoi'a 
ipsis  erant  refertissima,  8cc.  Supp.  II.  P.  II.  pag.  56.  Compare  Foresti, 
Op.  pag.  jgO.  Pe  Haen,  Theses,  and  Ch.  pag.  27. 

*  “  The  large  black  or  livid  spots,  in  Fevers,  are  almost  always  attended 
with  profuse  bsemorrhages.  The  small  dusky  brown  spots,  like  freckles, 
are  not  much  less  dangerous,  though  fluxes  of  blood  do  but  seldom 
attend  them.”  Huxbam,  pag.  42. 

Si  cum  iis  vibices  nigricantes,  aut  liventes  concurrent,  exitium  signifi¬ 
cant  . Nec  absunt  apeticulis  haemorrhagiae  narium,  uteri,  ani,  inter- 

duih  etiam  oculorum,  quibus  natura  nititur  morbum  depellere.  Burserii 
Inst.  Med.  vol.  II.  pag.  S67,  378,  Sic. 
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been  rendered  lefs  frequent  there,  and  lefs  virulent, 
by  removing  the  perfons  firft  afFefted,  into  airy  rooms 
or  wards,  and  by  a  general  attention  to  ventilation, 
cleanlinefs,  &c.  fo  that,  at  prefent,  Petechias  do  not 
appear  in  more  than  one  cafe  in  thirty.* 

Fracaftorius  would  perfuade  us  that  he  was  the  firH: 
obferver,  in  Italy,  of  the  Petechial  Fevert,  but  it  was 

known 

379  patients  admitted  into  the  London  House  of  Recovery,  nine 
only,  or  about  1  in  42,  were  affected  with  Petechiae.  in  all  but  one,  the^ 
Petechise  had  appeared  before  admission.  In  the  case  excepted  an  erup¬ 
tion,  at  first  papular,  terminated  in  purple  spots  not  dlevated.  All  the 
patients  on  whom  Petechiae  were  observed,  with  tlie  exception  of  one 
woman,  recovered  ;  this  woman  died  on  the  4th  day  of  the  disease.  On 
the  preceding  evening,  large  vibices  appeared  over  the  whole  surface  of 
the  body ;  and  after  her  death,  the  skin  became  universally  livid.” 

Dr.  T.  Bateman. 

t  Heb  Febres  mediae  quodammodd  sunt  inter  verd  pestilentes  et  non 
pcstilentes,  quoniam  ab  iis  multi  quidem  pereunt,  multi  etiam  evadunt* 
Contagiosae  autem  sunt,  et  idcircd  naturam  pestilentum  sapiunt.  Appel- 
lari  autem  solent  malignm  magis  quam  pestilentes,  quales  illae  fuere  quae 
annis  1508  et  1508,  in  Italifi,  primum  apparuere  aetate  nostrS.,  non  prids 
notae, — certis  vero  regionibus  familiares,  ut  Cypro  et  vicinis  insiilis, 
majoribus  etiam  nostris  cognitse.  Vulgus  lenticulas  aut  puncticula^ 
appellat,  quod  maculas  proferant  lenticulis  aut  puncturis  pulicum  simi¬ 
les  :  quidam  mutatis  literis  peticulas  dicunt.  De  morb.  Contag.  Lib.  II. 
Compare  Foresti  De  Febribus.  Lib.  VI.  Obs,  35.  Sennert.  de  Feb.  IV. 

13.  Hoffm. 
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known  in  that  country  there,  a  hundred  years  before 
his  time,  to  Ingraffia*. — ^Petechiae  and  Vibices  were 
obferved  even  by  Hippocrates,  in  the  Fevers  of  Thrace 
and  Theffaly ;  See  Epid.  Lib.  Vil:  they  are  alfo 
mentioned  by  Galent  and  Aetius;|;.  The  latter  fays. 

At  an  early  period  of  Fevers,  which  are  not  Ample, 
but  originate  from  a  depraved  ftate  of  the  humours, 
livid  fpots,  refembling  gnat-bites,  appear  over 

the  whole  body,  whereas  in  malignant  and  peftilential 
fevers,  there  are  Phlyctaenas,  fome  of  which  alTume 
the  form  of  carbuncles.” 

Purple  fpots  occafionally  appear  in  the  Small-pox, 
Meafles,  Scarlatina  maligna,  &c.  and  are  often  accompa¬ 
nied  with  an  haemorrhage.  Their  appearance  has  alfo 

13.  Hofftn.  Tom.  II.  pag.  75.  Pringle  on  Diseases  of  the  Army, 
pag.  301-3. 

I  have  only  mentioned  the  Petechial  Fever  incidentally  ;  a  full  and 
satisfactory  account  of  it  is  given  in  De  Ilaen’s  Ratio  Medendi,  and 
Theses  de  Feb.  divisionib.  pag.  27.  and  in  Burserii  Inst.  Med.  Pract 
vol.  II.  cap.  10. 

*  Neapolij  rubras,  et  lenticulares  quasdam,  sine  turaore,  maculas, 
qum  in  pestiferis  et  malignis  febribus  repente  nonnunquam  per  univer- 
^um  corpus  dispersae  apparere  solent,  pesticias  vocant,  De  Turn,  praet. 
nat.  Tr.  I,  cap.  1.  pag.  195. 

f  De  Atra  Bile,  cap.  12. 


J  Tetr.  II.  Serin.  I.  cap.  129. 
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been  remarked  by  various  authors,  in  Agues,  Remit¬ 
tent  Fevers,  Paralyfis,  Dropfy,  and  Atrophia*.  In  the 
laft  ftage  of  Pulmonary  Confumption,  they  occur  as 
the  immediate  forerunners  of  death.  Tulpius,  in  a 
lingular  cafe,  deferibes  a  temporary  purple  eruption, 
which  fucceeded  violent  fits  of  coughing,  and  which 
feems  referable  to  fome  difeafe  of  the  heart  or  lungs§. 

*  See  Sauvages  de  VariolS.,  Tertiatia,  Hydrope,  AtrophiS.  Mead  de 
Variolis  et  Morbillis.  Eugalen.  Willis,  and  Lister,  de  Scorbuto.  Wedel 
de  Febre  pestilenti,  &c.  &c. 

^  FlVius,Senat<?ris,  Henrici  Hudde,  tussiit  aliquando  tarn  yehementer, 
ut  retracto  spiritu,  et  excluso  aere,  incideret  in  prassentissimum  suffoca- 
tionis  periculum,  dispersis  jam  turn  per  habitum  corporis  lividis  quibus* 
dam  macuVis,  simillimis  exantbemati  pestilentiali.  Sed  momentanea 
ipsarum  eroptio,  utique  praicedens  tussis,  docuere  satis  luculenter,  colo- 
rem  ilium  provenisse,  non  tarn  a  coatagio,  quam  ab  imminente  spiritus 
vitalis  extinetione,~quo  intereunte,  mirum  non  est  perire  utique  partibus 
yividum  colorem,  et  illi  e  vestigio  succedere  luridum,  ac  emortuum  livo- 
rem.  Obs,  Med.,  Lib.  I.  Cap.  55. 
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IV.  ERYTHEMA. 


TThE  erythema  is  a  nearly  continuous  rednefs 
of  fome  portion  of  the  fkin,  attended  with  diforder 
of  the  conftitution,  but  not  contagious.  This  appear¬ 
ance,  though  in  general  fymptomatic,  merits  our  at¬ 
tention,  as  it  fhould  be  carefully  diftinguiftied  from 
other  eruptions,  particularly  from  the  contagious  Exan¬ 
themata.  Sauvages  and  Plenck  have  included  under 
the  generic  title  Erythema,  the  efiPefts  produced  on 
the  fkin  by  burns,  fcalds,  flight  wounds,  and  punc¬ 
tures,  by  the  irritation  of  certain  vegetable  fubftances, 
and  by  the  flings  or  bites  of  infefts  and  ferpents. — In 
conformity  to  the  definition  above  given,  I  propofe  to 
take  a  more  limited  view  of  the  fubjefl,  under  the  fub- 
divifions.  Erythema  fugax,  Erythema  Iseve,  Erythema 
marginatum.  Erythema  papulatum.  Erythema  tuber¬ 
culatum-,  and  Erythema  nodofum. 
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1.  The  Erythema  fugax  is  chara61;erized  by  red 
patches,  of  an  irregular  form,  and  of  (hort  duration. 
Thefe  patches  appear  fucceflively,  but  with  different 
intervals,  on  the  face,  neck,  bread,  arms,  &c.  in  forae 
cafes  of  bilious  diarrhoea,  and  of  the  Synochus  or  Sum¬ 
mer  Fever*.  I  have  alfo  feen  them  in  flow  Fevers,  ufu- 
ally  termed  Nervous  Fevers,  in  the  Typhus,  and  in 
Puerperal  f  Fevers.  They  generally  denote  that  the 

difeafe, 

*  Reports  on  Diseases  in  London,  pag.  25-8,  and  283. 

f  “  In  dangerous  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  I  have  observed  broad,  red, 
patches,  on  the  arms,  legs,  and  iieck.  They  appear  at  first  like  a  mere 
redness  from  pressure,  especially  as  they  often  begin  about  the  elbows. 
Distinct  livid  spots  appeared  in  the  middle  of  these  patches,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  case” : 

"  Mrs.  A.  of  Great  New-streetj  after  a  severe  but  natural  labour,  was 
delivered  on  the  10th  of  December,  1798,  the  Puerperal  Fever  not  be¬ 
ing  at  that  time  epidemical.  On  the  13th,  she  took  some  opening  medi. 
cine  which  operated  well,  but,  both  before  .and  after  the  operation,  she 
complained  of  violent  pain  in  the  region  of  the  uterus.  From  this 
time,  she  was  affected  with  fever.  I  did  not  see  her  till  the  'l6th,  when 
she  had  considerable  pain  in  the  abdomen  without  gerieral  tension  ;  a 
defined  hard  tumour  w'as  however  to  be  felt,  as  from  the  half  contracted 
uterus:  she  appeared  comatose,  being  with  some  difficulty  roused  to  give 
any  account  of  her  feelings;  her  skin  was  hot;  pulse  120,  regular  Jind 
tolerably  firm;  tongue  furred,  brown  in  the  middle^  and  deep  red  on, 
the  sides  ;  her  hands  appeared  to  me  to  be  swollen,  and  covered  with  a 
minute  rash,  harcily  appearing  through  the  skin,  but  this  the  nurse  attri¬ 
buted  to  her  having  just  before  washed  with  warm  water.  She  w'as  very 

delirious 
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difcafe,  to  which  they  are  annexed,  will  be  tedious 
and  dangerous. — The  Erythema  fugax  is  likewife  an 
occafional  fymptom  in  chronic  complaints,  particular¬ 
ly  in  Hyfteria*,  Dyfpeplia,  Hemicrania,  and  Gravel. 
It  fometimes  appears  to  be  a  confequence  of  irritation 
in  the  urinary  bladder,  and  urethra. 

Hippocrates  +  mentions  patches  of  rednefs  (efvSv/*a^a) 
about  the  noftrils,  on  the  cheeks,  the  edge  of  the  jaw, 

delirious  during  the  night;  iVie  stools  and  urine  were  discharged  involun¬ 
tarily.  On  the  17th,  several  red  patches  appeared,  especially  from 
below  the  elbows  over  the  arms ;  no  elevation  of  the  skin  v/as  perceptible 
by  the  touch, — but  to  the  eye,  when  closely  inspected,  the  patches 
seemed  to  consist  of  a  minute  rash  somewhat  elevated  In  the  midst  of 
these  patches,  there  were  several  livid  spots,  some  of  them  nearly  the 
size  of  a  si.vpenny-piece.  There  was  the  same  appearance  round  the 
ankles,  extending  up  to  the  calves  of  the  legs.  The  nurse  had  observed 
similar  patches  over  the  abdomen  in  the  preceding  night.  Her  breath¬ 
ing  was,  on  the  17th,  laborious,  her  tongue  extremely  brown  and  cracked, 
pulse  indistinct;  she  talked  incoherently,  but  answered  the  questions 
put  to  her  when  roused. — She  died  before  the  morning.” 

Dr.  John  Sims. 

*  Sauvages  misquotes  the  following  account  of  Erythema  or  Flamma 
volans: — Estaccidens  fuga.x,  Hysteriae  et  Menostasite  non  raid  comes — 
subitus  sc.  color  et  rubor,  ut  in  verecundik,  identidem  a  pectore  ad 
faciem  assurgit,  citd  transiturus,  quandoque  levem  sudorem  et  vertigi- 
nem  excitant. 

fEpidem.  Lib.  1.  89, 14.  Coac.  Praenot.  215,  231.  ditto,  pag.  126,  IS8, 
and  185.  Ed.  Foes. 

and 
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and  on  the  neck,  as  occurring  in  Fevers,  Diarrhoea, 
Haemorrhage,  and  Sore-throat ;  he  obferves,  that,  in 
acute  difeafes,  Erythemata  on  the  hands  and  feet 
denote  the  approach  of  death,  and  that  broad  patches 
of  rednefs  on  the  cheft,  have  the  fame 

import  in  Peripneumony. 

3.  In  the  Erythema  l^ve,  the  furface  is  uniform¬ 
ly  fmooth,  and  fhining ;  it  chiefly  appears  on  the 
lower  extremities,  at  firft,  with  red  patches,  which 
are  distinct,  and  of  different  forms,  fome  being  an- 
gulated,  others  round,  and  varying  in  fize  from  that  of 
a  fhilling  to  that  of  a  crown-piece.  In  a  few  days,  they 
become  confluent,  or  have  but  fmall  interftices  :  at  the 
fame  time,  the  limbs  are  generally  affefted  with  con- 
flderable  anafarcous  fwellings. — 'This  complaint  oc¬ 
curs,  often  with  a  flight  fever,  in  young  perfons  who 
have  applied  too  dofely  either  to  ftudy  or  bufinefs. 
The  duration  of  it  is  uncertain :  in  fome  cafes, 
the  rednefs  continues  for  feveral  weeks.  It  dif- 
appears  gradually,  and  terminates  in  extenfive  def- 
quamation,  as  foon  as  the  anafarcous  fwelling  has  been 
reduced  by  proper  exercife,  diuretics,  and  corrobo¬ 
rant  medicines. 

Perfons  of  an  advanced  age,  labouring  under  ana- 
farca  from  debility  or  long-continued  illnefs,  often 

produce 
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produce  by  fatigue  and  exertion,  an  increafed  fwell- 
ing  of  the  legs  or  ankles,  with  a  fudden  and  exteniivc 
appearance  of  the  Erythema  laeve.  The  pain,  ten  lion, 
and  ftiffnefs,  which  attend  it,  may  be  removed  in  a  fhort 
time  by  a  horizontal  polition,  and  by  the  exhibition  of 
Peruvian  bark,  diuretics.  See,  Under  this  mode  of 
treatment,  the  rednefs  in  two  or  three  days  changes 
to  a  darker  hue,  and  then  gradually  difappears. — 
Thofe  who,  by  excefs  in  drinking  fpirituous  liquors, 
have  brought  on  confiderable  cedematous  fwellings, 
and  ftiffnefs,  of  the  lower  extremities,  are  fometimes  af¬ 
fected  with  a  general  rednefs  of  the  furface  of  thofe 
parts,  which  continues  for  many  days,  but  at  length 
changes  to  a  purple  or  livid  hue  :  this  appearance,  is 
ufually  fucceeded  by  gangrenous  ulcers,  in  perfons 
whofe  intemperance  cannot  be  rellrained. 

The  Erythema  lajve  occurs,  in  fome  cafes,  without 
droplical  fwellings,  or  any  p'relTure  on  the  cutaneous 
veins,  efpecially  after  violent  pains  in  the  .ftomach, 
attended  with  bilious  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  Thefe 
internal  diforders  ceafe,  or  abate  conhderably,  as  foon 
as  the  rednefs  appears ;  which  is  chequered  by  inter- 
flices,  and  extends  round  the  ankle  with  much  pain 
and  tenlion.  I  have  obferved  a  fimilar  rednefs  on  the 
ankle  and  inllep,  in  fome  delicate  females,  on  almoft 
every  return  of  the  Catamenia. 

.  3-  In 
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3.  In  the  Erythema  marginatum,  the  patches 
are  bounded,  on  one  fide,  by  a  hard,  elevated,  red, 
border.  This  border,  which  gradually  elongates,  does 
not  form  circles,  but  appears  tortuous  :  it  is  flightly  fur¬ 
rowed,  and,  in  fome  places,  papulatcd.  The  convolutions 
of  it  are  larger  than  thofe  rcprefented  PL.  XIV.  and 
the  rednefs  or  efflorefcence  takes  place  within  the 
finufes,  but  has  not  a  regular  boundary  on  the  open 
lides.  Thefe  patches  are  fituated  on  the  outfide  of  the 
arms,  legs,  and  thighs,  and  on  the  loins  ;  they  do  not 
appear  and  difappear  fucceflively,  like  the  longitudi¬ 
nal  wheals,  and  rednefs  in  the  Urticaria,  pag.  400-15- 
16. — 1  have  feen  them  continue,  in’  different  cafes, 
from  three  to  fix  weeks*,  for  feveral  days  before  it 
difappears,  the  rednefs  changes  to  fomewhat  of  a  livid 
colour,  and  the  margins  fubfide  fiowly,  without  defqua- 
mation. 

The  Erythema  marginatum  does  not  fcem  to  pro¬ 
duce  pain,  or  irritation  in  the  fkin :  it  is,  however, 
ufually  connected  with  fome  internal  difeafe,  and, 
from  the  event  of  the  cafes,  which  have  been  prefent- 
ed  to  me,  I  think  it  an  unfavourable  appearance,  I 
have  obferved  it  only  in  perfons  at  an  advanced  period 
of  life.  A  woman,  aged  60,  after  having  been  affeCted  for 
feveral  weeks,  with  a  fevere  cough,  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  pains  or  flitches  in  the  fide,  &c.  was  at  firft  re- 
g  Q  lieved 
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lieved  by  the  appearance  of  the  patches  on  her  arms 
and  thighs,  but  when  they  declined,  about  a  month 
afterwards,  the  cough,  pain,  and  dyfpnoea  returned 
with  fever,  Icfs  of  fleep,  tind  emaciation,  and  foon  ter¬ 
minated  her  life. 

4.  In  the  Erythema  PAruLATUM,  the  furface,  as 
far  as  the  rednefs  extends,  is  at  xirft  rough  or  papulated. 
The  eruption  is  diffufe,  and  v/ithout  any  regular  boun¬ 
dary;  PL.  XXXI.  Fig.  1.  On  the  fecond  or  third  day, 
when  the  colour  becomes  vivid,  the  Papulae  difappear, 
but  the  fl'in  continues  I'ed,  and  fvrrcwed,  for  ten  days 
or  a  fortnight.  As  the  efflorefcence  declines,  it  affumes 
a  bluiih  or  livid  hue,  and  foon  after  terminates  by  de- 
fquamation.  In  one  cafe,  the  rednefs  was  fucceeded  by 
a  flight  effufion  of  lymph,  which  occafioned  a  yellowilh 
appearance  of  the  furface.  No  vefications  were,  how¬ 
ever,  formed,  the  cuticle  feparating  gradually  without 
any  difcharge  of  fluid. — This  eruption  appears  chiefly 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  breaft,  on  the  neck,  and  on  the 
fore-arms.  It  differs  from  the  Lichen  agrius  (page  42)* 
in  the  following  particulars:  1.  The  Papulae  are  ob- 
fcure,  and  prefently  fubfide.  2.  The  rednefs  conti¬ 
nues  undiminifhed  long  after  the  difappearance  of  the 
Papulae.  3.  There  is  lefs  diforder  of  the  conflitution, 
and  a  lefs  painful  fenfation  in  the  fkin.  4.  The  Erythe¬ 
ma  papulatiim  does  not  terminate  by  fiflures,  exco¬ 
riations,  or  a  leprous  ftate  of  the  fkin. 


I  have 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 


m 


I  have  obferved  the  Erythema  papulatum  in  la¬ 
bourers  of  both  fexes,  whofe  arras  had  been  carelefsly 
expo  fed  to  fudden  alternations  of  heat  and  cold.  Intem¬ 
perance  in  drinking  fpirituous  liquors,  or  fpirits  com¬ 
bined  with  llrong  malt-liquor,  may  alfo  be  confidered 
as  an  occalional  caufe  of  this  difeafe.  It  is  generally 
relieved  by-walhing  with  tepid  water,  or  thin  gruel,  by 
light  coverings,  by  a  temperate  regimen,  and  by  the 
vitriolic  or  muriatic  acid  taken  internally. 

PLATE  XXXII.  Fig.  2.  reprefents  an  appearance, 
which  occurred  in  a  Syphilitic  cafe,  attended  with 
ulceration  in  the  throat.  The  Papulae,  however,  re¬ 
mained,  after  the  Erythema  had  difappeared,  till  they 
defquamated  under  a  mercurial  courfe.  Hence  the. 
rednefs,  accompanying  the  hrd  eruption  of  them,  was 
perhaps  analogous  to  the  efflorefcence  in  Venereal  cafes, 
mentioned  page  1^3  and  440. 

We  may  rank  under  the  prefent  article,  that  fpecies 
of  Intertrigo,  which  is  produced,  in  fome  perfons,  by 
the  attrition  of  contiguous  furfaces  *,  as  beneath  the 

breads, 

*  i^ntient  medical  wrlters.have  chiefly  noticed  the  galling  and  inflam¬ 
mation  produced  by  narrow  shoes,  sandals,  8tc.  or  by  riding  on  horse¬ 
back.  Aworpipiptala,  Oribas.  Synops.  L. ^II.  Cap.  5.  Aetii 

Tetrab.  IV.  S.  11.  Cap.  67.  and  Tetrab.  I.  S;  r.  de  Lycio.  Paul.  ^gin. 
De  Ee  Med.  Lib.  IV.  Cap.  XIV.  Compare  Scribon.  Larg,  Cap.  88.  De 
S  Q  2  LipaiA 
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breafts,  round  the  axilhr,  in  the  groin,  and  at  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  thighs,  and  is  attended  with  a  glairy 
and  fetid  fecretion.  The  Intertrigo  is  most  trou- 
blefome  when  it  affects  the  thighs ;  it  commences 
where  they  are  in  contact  with  the  fcrotum,  and  extends 
upwards  to  the  groin  and  nates,  round  the  fcrotum, 
and  downwards  to  the  hollow  of  the  thigh.  In  places 
where  the  fri61;ion  is  flrongeft,  the  rednefs  is  conti¬ 
nuous,  but  it  terminates  at  the  edges  in  a  mixed  co¬ 
lour,  fuch  as  charadlerizes  eftbrefcences  generally ; 
DEF.  VI.  This  complaint  is  moft  frequent  in  very 
warm  weather,  and  affefts  perfons  of  the  fanguine  tem¬ 
perament,  efpecially  thofe  who  are  corpulent.*  It 
fometimes  terminates  in  the  Prurigo  or  Proriafis  fcro- 
talis, — ^An  appearance  analogous  to  the  Intertrigo,  is 
produced  by  acrimonious  difcharges  in  perfons  labour¬ 
ing  under  Dyfentery,  Gonorrhoea,  &c.  in  females  af- 

LiparS  ad  Intertrig-ines  et  exasperationem,  and  Marcellus  de  Med.  Cap. 
i52-3.  Intertrigines,  Exulceratio  Intertriginum,  Porrigo  Intertriginum. 
C.  Plin.  Nat.  Hist.  Lib.  XX.  Cap.  U.  XXL  C.  18.  XXIV.  C.  8.  &c.  In- 
tertrig®  et  alarum  vitia,  attrita  corporis,  &c. 

*  Intertrigo,  sen  pustulse  genitalium  Hippocrati  dictse,  oriuntur 
ab  earum  partium  sudore  bilioso,  mordaci,  exincessu  freqiientiore,  aestatis 
tempore,  orto,  qui  perfacil^  iis  in  partibus  putrescens,  pruriginem  movet, 
cutemque  veluti  ulceribus  exasperat,  accedente  attritu,  qui  ex  eodem  in- 
cessu  irt.  Plater.  De  Superf.  Corp.  dol.  Causis,  pag,  702. 
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fected  with  Fluor  albus,  or  Uterine  fcirrhus,  and  in 
infants ;  fee  page  25. 

Frequent  ablution,  with  tepid  water,  is  neceffary  to 
allay  the  heat,  and  unealinefs,  which  attend  this  com¬ 
plaint,  to  remove  the  vifcid  fecretion  upon  the  furface, 
and  to  prevent  excoriation  When  the  ikin  is  fretted 
by  the  difeharge  of  a  thin  acrimonious  fluid,  fome 
relief  is  obtained  by  the  application  of  dry  abforbent 
powders  :  in  cafe  of  abraflon  and  liffures,  the  Unguen- 
tum  foliorum  fambuci  may  be  applied  with  much  ad¬ 
vantage, 

A  fpecies  of  Intertrigo  takes  place  occalionally,  at  an 
advanced  period  of  the  Lues  venerea,  on  the  upper  and 
inner  part  of  the  thighs,  on  the  ferotum,  and  between 
the  nates.  It  is  attended  wich  heat,  pain,  itching,  and 
an  acrimonious  vifcid  difeharge,  which  partially  ex¬ 
coriates,  but  which  at  length  forms  a  fmooth  whitifli 
incruftation,  over  all  the  affected  furface,  I  have 
thought  this  appearance  referable,  in  fome  inftances, 
to  the  ufe  of  mercury.  If  fuch  an  opinion  was  wrong, 
I  am  at  least  correct  in  obferving,  that  the  Venereal  In- 

*  Hafenreffer  (L.  I.  Cap.  18.),  Plater,  (p.  678.),  and  Plenck  (p.  103.), 
after  some’  of  the  antients,  rank  Intertrigo  Avith  Excoriation,  or  super¬ 
ficial  Ulceration.  I  have  often  before  noticed  the  impropriety  of  cha¬ 
racterizing  a  disease  from  incidental  circumstances. 
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tertrigo  is  not  always  removed  by  the  mercurial  courfe, 
while  it  is  generally  relieved  by  preventing,  as  much 
as  poffible,  the  attrition  of  the  furfaces,  by  repeatedly 
wafhing  with  warm  water  or  with  foap  and  water,  and 
by  the  application  of  mild  restringent  ointments  to  the 
parts  excoriated. 

5.  The  Erythema  tuberculatum,  exhibits  irre¬ 
gular  patches  of  fed  efflorefcence,  diffufed,  at  firft, 
round  tumors  /lightly  elevated,  and  of  the  lize  repre- 
fented  PL.  I.  Fig.  9.  The  fmall  tumors  are  not  fo  hard 
as  Tubercles  (DEF.  VIII.) :  they  are  not  attended 
with  pain,  or  uneafmefs,  nor  do  they  feem  difpofed  to 
fuppurate.  They  fubfide  in  feven  or  eight  dayst, 
but  the  patches  of  Erythema  continue  a  week  longer, 
then  turn  livid,  and  gradually  difappear. — This  erup¬ 
tion  extends  over  the  arms,  neck,  fhoulders,  thighs, 
and  legs.  It  commences  with  fever,  fometimes  in 
paroxyfms  as  fevere  as  thofe  of  a  quotidian  ague.  In 
the  intervals  of  the  paroxyfms,  the  patient  is  affected 
with  great  languor  and  faintnefs.  During  the  fecond 
week  of  the  eruption,  the  fever  gives  place  to  a  /late  of 
weaknefs,  morbid  irritability,  and  re/lleffnefs,  which 
is  fometimes  fucceeded  by  hectical  fymptoms. 

-f-  The  representation  PL.  XXXI.  Fig.  2.  was  made  at  the  period  when 
the  tubercles  are  scarcely  distinguishable  from  the  surrounding  redness. 

PL.  XXXIl.  Fig.  3.  represents  Bug-bites,  which  are  not  surrounded 
by  a  red  eiHorescence. 


6.  In 
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6.  In  the  Erythema  nodosum,  many  of  the  red 
patches  are  large  and  rounded ;  PL.  XXXIL  Fig.  1.  The 
central  parts  of  them  are  very  gradually  elevated,  and 
on  the  6th  or  7th  day,  form  hard  and  painful  protuber¬ 
ances,  which  are  often  taken  for  impohhumes,  but  from 
the  7th  to  the  10th,  they  conftantly  foften  and  fublide, 
without  ulceration.  On  the  8th  or  9th  day,  the  red 
colour  changes  to  bluifh  or  livid,  and  the  alFected 
.  limb  appears  as  if  it  had  been  feverely  bruifed.  This 
appearance  remains  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  when  the 
cuticle  begins  to  feparate  in  feurf. 

The  Erythema  nodofum  ufually  affects  the  fore  part 
of  the  legs.  I  have  only  ieen  it  in  females  *,  mod 
of  whom  were  fervants.  It  is  preceded  by,  irregular 
fhiverings,  nauica,  headach,  and  fretfulaefs,  with  a 
quick  unequal  pulfe,  and  a  whitiih  fur  on  the  tongue, 
Thefe  fymptoms  continue  for  a  week,  or  more,  but  they 
ufually  abate  on  the  appearance  of  the  Erythema,  fo 

*  [  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  this  complaint  in  young  children.  Dr. 
Underwood  saj's  that  it  occurs,  “  while  the  double  or  eye-teeth  are  cutting, 
and  that  “  it  has  sometimes  been  mistaken  for  the  Measles.”  He  adds, 

the  tumors  are  preceded  by  large  spots  or  patches,  at  first  of  a  bright 
red  colour,  but  afterwards  of  a  darker  hue,  resembling  Petechim  in  bad 
Fevers.”' — “'I  he  tumors,  1  believe,  never  come  to  suppuration,  but  dis¬ 
appear  again  in  a  few  days  they  are  not  peculiar  to  scrophulous  habits.” 
Vol.  I.  page  88,  and  207. 


that 
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that  in  the  latter  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  the  only  fenfa* 
tions  of  uneafmefs  are,  languor,  thirft,  and  difrelifh  for 
food. 

The  remedies  prefcribed  by  me  in  this  complaint 
were  calomel,  or  fometimes  a  milder  purgative  at  firfl, 
and  afterwards  Peruvian  bark,  in  confiderable  dofes, 
either  alone,  or  combined  with  vitriolic  acid,  wine,  &c. 
Thefe  medicines  were  effectual  in  every  cafe  of  the 
Erythema  nodofum,  but  they  proved  fruitlefs  in  the 
Erythema  tuberculatum.  1  have  feen  but  three  cafes 
of  this  latter  difeafe,  all  of  which  terminated  fatally. 
Two  women  affeded  with  it,  became  heftical,  and  died 
in  a  few  weeks.  A  girl,  fix  years  old,  died  of  the  Hy¬ 
drocephalus  internus,  about  a  month  after  the  eruption 
had  difappeared. 


(  4*5  ) 


ORDER  IV. 
BULLM 


Bulla  (Bleb)  5  DEF.  xr.  a  large  portion  of  the 

cuticle  detached  from  the  Ikin,  by  the  interpofition  of 
a  tranfparent  watery  fluid ;  PL.  I.  Fig.  lo.  Soon  after 
the  water  is  difcharged,  the  excoriated  furface  is  co¬ 
vered  with  a  flat  yellow  or  blackifh  fcab,  which  re¬ 
mains  till  a  new  cuticle  is  formed  underneath.  When 
Bullae  have  a  dark-red,  or  livid  bafe,  they  are  deno¬ 
minated  PHLYCT^NiE;  Fig.  11. 

Of  this  fourth  Order,  I  have  conftituted  three  genera, 
Eryfipelas,  Pemphigus,  and  Pompholyx.  Whether  the 
two  latter  might  be  properly  united,  or  Avhether  the 
Pemphigus  Ihould  be  confidered  as  a  diftinct  idiopathic 
eruptive  Fever,  I  do  not  wilh  abfolutely  to  decide, 
but  wait  for  the  opinion  of  judicious  critics. 

3R 
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The  ERYSIPELAS  is  a  febrile  difeafe,  in  which  fomc 
part  of  the  body  is  affected  externally  with  heat, 
rednefs,  fwelling,  and  vefications*  The  tumor  is  foft, 
diffufe,  and  irregularly  circumfcribed ;  the  rednefs 
difappears  on  prelTure,  and  immediately  returns  when, 
the  preffure  is  removed 

Medical  and  chirurgical  writers  generally  agree  in 
their  ftatements  of  the  charafterillics  of  Erylipelas. 
Antient  authors,  however,  appear  more  anxious  to  dif- 
tinguilh  it  from  Phlegmon,  than  to  give  a  minute 
defeription  or  hillory  of  it. 

According  to  Galen  t,  “  Heat  and  tumefaftion  are 
fymptoms  common  to  both  difeafes,  but  the  colour  in 

them 

*  Erysipelas.  Macula  rubens^  urens,  pressione  dissimulanda,  tumidi- 
ascula,  superficialis,  dilatabilis,  desquamatione  finienda.  Febris  Synocha, 
initio  acuta,  cum  inquietudine.  Linn. 

Erythema  is  distinguished  from  Erysipelas,  as  it  resembles  an  ef¬ 
florescence  (DEF.  VI.)  and  is  not  attended  with  swelling,  vesication,  ob 
any  regular  fever. 

•f-  Meth.  Med.  Cap.  14.  initio,  and  de  Arte  Cur.  ad  Glaucon.  L.  II. 
and  Comment,  in  Aph.  20.  L.  VI.  See  Oribas.  De  Morb.  Cur.  Lib.  III. 
Cap.  47*  Aet.  Tetrab.  IV.  2.  5Q.  Celsus.  V.  26. — Galen’s  account  of 
the  varieties  of  this  disease,  is  founded  on  the  doctrine  of  the  four  hu¬ 
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them  is  different, — that  of  Phlegmon  being  a  vivid,  per¬ 
manent  red, — that  of  Eryfipelas  a  pale  red,  inclining  to 
yellow,  which  is  eafily  obliterated  by  a  touch  of  the 
finger,  and  which  returns  when  the  preffure  is  taken  oflF. 
In  Phlegmon  the  tumor  is  circumfcribed,  hard,  tenfive, 
and  painful :  in  Eryfipelas  it  extends  diffufely  with 
confiderable  heat  and  uneafinefs,  but  without  tenfion 
or  throbbing :  Phlegmon  is  feated  deeply  in  the  flefii* 
whereas  Eryfipelas  does  not  penetrate  far  below  the 
fkin.” — He  adds,  that  Eryfipelas  is  in  feme  cafes  at-« 
tended  with  ulceration,  and  that,  in  others,  it  has  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  gangrene ;  and  he  thinks,  with  Hippocrates, 
that  it  often  affects  internal  membranes,  as  well  as  the 
fkin. 


moursj  supposed  to  exist  in  the  body.  When  the  disease  is  caused  bj 
yellow  bile,  he  terms  it  an  exquisite  Erysipelas  :  when  a  small  quantity 
of  blood  is  mixed  Vith  the  bile,  he  calls  it  Erysipelas  phlegmonodes :  if 
the  blood  predominate  orer  the  bile,  it  is  then  Phlegmone  erysipelatodes, 
but  if  these  fluids  are  mixed  in  equal  proportions,  they  form,  in  his 
opinion,  an  intermediate  disease.  When  the  disease  originates  from 
lymph  or  phlegm,  he  terms  it  Erysipelas  oedematodes:  a  hard,  per¬ 
manent  swelling,  he  thinks,  is  occasioned  by  an  afflux  of  black  bile,  and 
this,  he  denominates  Erysipelas  scirrhodes. 

Paulus  ^gineta  considers  these  distinctions  as  of  little  importance 
in  medical  practice,  and  calls  our  attention  to  the  most  dangerous 
species  of  Erysipelas — that  which  affects  the  head  and  face.  De  Remed. 
Eib  IV.  Cap.  21. 

3  R  2 
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I.  F.  Serapion  *  and  Avicenna  f,  who  have  copied  the 
preceding  obfervations,  notice  the  eruption  of  Bullae, 
or  Blebs,  in  Eryfipelas  (Ahnefire),  as  an  ufual  appear¬ 
ance,  refembling  the  vefications  produced  by  fire. 

Without  being  influenced  by  the  hypothefis  or  opi¬ 
nion  of  Galen  on  the  fubjeft,  I  propofe  to  defcribe 
Eryfipelas  under  four  varieties;  viz,  Eryfipelas  phleg- 
monodes,  Eryfipelas  oedematodes,  Eryfipelas  gangrae- 
noCam,  and  Eryfipelas  erraticum. 

1.  The  Erysipelas  phlegmonodes  generally  affefls 
one  fide  of  the  face,  or  one  of  the  limbs.  In  the 
former  cafe  J,  the  difeafe  begins  with  coldnefs  and 

fhiverings, 

*  Et  accidit  cum  Almesire  ut  plurimilm  Vesicatio  :  et  fortasse  incipifc 
absque  vesicatione,  sel  ut  plurim^m  vesicatur.  Breviar.  Tract.  V. 
Cap.  22. 

"t  Quando  fuerit  ejus  malitia  major,  habet  inflationes  et  vesicas,  et 
combustiones,  et  crustam.  Avicen.  Lib.  IV.  Fen.  3.  Tract.  1.  Cap.  1. 

Quandoque  ex  calidate  ErysipeUtis  pervenit  ad  hoc  ut  comburat  cutem 
atque  virulentia  ejus  vesicet.  Id.  Cap.  4. 

J  Avicenna,  L.  IV.  F.  iii.  1.  4.  Actuarli  Med.  II.  12.  Amb.  Par^,  L.  VI. 
C.  12.  Fernelius  Be  Extern.  Affect.  VII.  4.  Amat.  Lusitan,  pag.  17. 
Tagaultii  Chirurg.  Lib.  I.  Cap.  8.  Sennert.  Pract,  Lib.  II.  Cap.  I6.  & 
Lib.  V.  1.7.  Sydenham,  Sec.  VI.  C,  6.  H.  F.  ab  Aquapendente  op. 

Part 
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fliiveringSj  which  alternate  with  irregular  flufhes  of 
heat :  on  the  2d  and  3d  days,  the  pulfe  is  increafed  in 
frequency,  opprelfed,  and  fomewhat  hard;  the  tongue 
is  covered  with  a  whitifh  cruft  ;  there  is  a  fenfation  of 
languor,  and  general  forenefs,  attended  with  thirft, 
lofs  of  appetite,  and  a  difpofition  to  fleep.  Dull  aching 
pains  are  alfo  felt  in  the  head,  neck,  and  back.  The 
fwelling  ufually  appears  in  *  the  fecond  night,  or  on 
the  third  day,  at  the  fide  of  the  nofe+,  and  on  the  cheek, 
or  fometiraes  near  the  ear.  It  is  of  a  dark  red  colour, 
fmooth  and  foft,  and  attended  with  a  fenfation  of  heat 
and  tingling.  This  rednefs,  and  the  fwelling,  extend 
gradually  over  the  fide  of  the  face,  and  fpread,  in  fome 
cafes,  to  the  fcalp,  and  to  the  fide  of  the  neck,  or  upper 

Part.  II.  Lib.  1.  Hafenreffer,  Lib.  IV.  Cap.  2.  PJater.  De  Superf.  Corp. 
dolor.  Cap.  17.  Hoffmann,  De  Feb.  Erjsipelac.  Wiseman’s  Surgery, 
L,  I.  C.  6.  Plainer  Inst.  Chir.  ^  156.  De  Haen,  Theses  de  Febr.  divis. 
pag.  19.  Callisen  Inst.  Chir.  Mod.  §2l6.  Burserii  Inst.  Med.  Pract. 
Yol.  II.  Cap.  2.. 

*  Ex  vio^inti  subjectis  hoc  morbo  affectis,  et  quorum  historiam  ex  In- 
stituti  clinici  diariis  coram  oculis  habemus,  nonnisi  duo,  priusquam  febri- 
citassent,  sex  verb  post  primum  jam  caloris  ingressura,  caeteri  vero  duor 
decim  vel  secunda  vel  tertia  a  febris  principio  die,  Erysipelate  notaban- 
tur.  Frank.  Ded.  Cur.  Horn.  Morb.  II.  p.  33. 

Incipit  a  lepore  nasi,  et  augmentatur  apostema,  et  expanditur  in  facie 
tota.  Avicenna. 
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part  of  the  breaft.  The  face  then  appears  much  dif- 
figured ;  the  mouth  is  drawn  to  one  fide ;  the  eyelids 
are  turgid,  and  clofe  up  the  eye;  the  fymptoms  of  fever 
become  more  violent,  and  are  attended  with  delirium. 
On  the  4th  and  5th  day,  vefications  arife  on  different 
parts  of  the  difeafed  furface,  efpecially  at  the  central 
part  of  the  fwelling.  They  have  an  irregular  bafe,  and 
are  of  various  fizes.  The  fluid  contained  in  them  is 
at  firfl  clear  and  watery ;  it  becomes  afterwards  ftraw- 
coloured  and  opaque,  or  fometimes  {lightly  livid,  with¬ 
out  lofing  its  tranfparency.  Soon  after  the  fluid  has 
been  difcharged  from  the  vefications,  the  excoriated 
furface  is  covered  with  a  yellowifli  or  black  irregular 
fcab.  The  Bullae  ufually  break  on  the  5th  or  dth  day, 
when  the  fwelling  begins  to  fubfide,  and  affumes  a 
yellowifh  hue.  At  this  time  alfo,  there  is  a  confiderable 
remiflion  of  the  fever.  On  the  8th  day,  both  the  fever 
and  fwelling  generally  difappear.  I  never  faw  this 
difeafe  terminate  fatally  :  it  is,  however,  obferved  by 
authors,  that  fome  patients  die  in  a  comatofe  ftate  on 
the  7th,  8th,  or  9th  day.  When  the  rednefs  changes 
to  a  brown  or  yellowifh  hue,  a  feparation  of  the  cuticle 
commences  at  the  edges  of  the  tumefaction,  and  is  con¬ 
tinued  over  the  whole  of  it :  a  new  cuticle  is  formed 
on  the  10th  day,  and  the  fcabs  fall  off  ahput  the  fame 
time. 
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The  following  variations  occa'fionally  take  place  in 
the  fyitiptoms  of  this  difeafe. 

1.  In  young  perfons  of  the  fanguine  tempera¬ 
ment,  the  tumour  is  fometimes  completely  formed  on 
the  6d  day  of  the  difeafe,  and  vefications  appear  upon 
it  the  fame  evening.  The  difeafe,  in  this  cafe,  termi¬ 
nates  on  the  6th  or  7th  day. 

2.  Old  perfons  are  feldom  affected  with  the  fwell- 
ing  and  rednefs  till  the  4th  day  of  the  febrile  ftage  of 
the  complaint.  The  difeafe  is  then  ufually  protracted 
to  the  lofh  or  12th  day,  and  defquamation  is  not 
finifhed  before  the  14th  or  15th  day.  The  vefications 
are  not  fucceeded  by  fcabs,  but  for  feveral  days  dif- 
■  charge  profufeiy  an  acrimonious  lymph. 

3.  I  have  feen,  in  one  or  two  inftances,  both  fides 
of  the  face  affected,  at  the  fame  time,  with  Eryfipelas, 
More  frequently  the  morbid  fide  of  the  face  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  other,  by  an  exact  line  drawn  acrofs  the 
forehead  down  the  middle  of  the  nofe  to  the  chin. 

4.  Sometimes  the  difeafe,  after  it  has  difappeared 
on  the  8th  day,  fuddenly  returns  with  the  fame  vio¬ 
lence  as  at  firfl,  and  continues  two  or  three  days. 


5.  The 
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5.  The  fwelling,  in  fome  cafes,  terminates  with 
a  partial  fuppuration  *.  This  takes  place  chiefly  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  cheek,  and  in  the  eye-lid. 

6.  The  parotid  and  fub-maxillary  glands  enlarge, 
and  become  highly  inflamed,  fometimes  with  the  fwell¬ 
ing  of  the  face,  but  more  frequently  on  its  decline ; 
thefe  glandular  tumors  often  end  in  tedious  and  pain¬ 
ful  fuppuration. 


The  Phlegmonic  Eryfipelas  affecting  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities  f,  commences  with  violent  fhiverings,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  heat  of  the  Ikin,  and  flulhing  of  the  face,  a 
fenfation  of  laflitude,  licknefs,  thirft,  a  white  tongue, 
a  frequent  fharp  pulfe,  general  unealinefs,  and  lofs  of 
fleep.  The  tumor,  which  appears  on  the  third  day  of 

*  "A  circumscribed  cavity,  containing  laudable  pus.  Is  never  seen  in 
t'lie  legitimate  Erysipelas.  Where  a  purulent  effusion  happens  in  any 
considerable  degree,  it  affords,  when  the  part  is  examined,  a  sensation 
similar  to  that  excited  by  a  quagmire  or  morass.  In  that  sort  of  suppu¬ 
ration,  which  sometimes  supervenes  to  Erysipelas,  the  cellular  membrane 
suffers  great  injury,  and  not  uncommonly  the  part  is  in  a  gangrenous 
condition.”  Pearson,  Principles  of  Surgery,  §  289. 

t  Radius,  De  aff.  extern.  L.  16.  Plater.  Obs.  Lib.U.  p.483.  LeDran’s 
Surg.  Yol.  IE  p.  344.  Wiseman,  Chap.  VI.  case  4  &  5.  Amat.  Lusitan. 
Cur.  Med.  25.  Cent.  II.  Gabelchover.  Curat.  Med.  Cent.  III.  8cc.  8cc. 
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thefe  fymptoms,  extends  on  the  fore-part  of  the  leg, 
from  a  little  below  the  knee,  to  the  inftep,  or  fometimes 
to  the  fides  of  the  foot :  its  colour  is  an  intenfe  fhining 
red,  nearly  continuous  ;  it  is  likewife  attended  with  a 
fenfation  of  burning  heat,  and  with  excruciating  pain, 
fo  that  no  prelTure,  not  even  the  weight  of  a  fheet,  can 
be  born  upon  it.  Large  Bullas  or  Vefications  appear 
over  the  whole  difeafed  furface  on  the  4th  day.  They 
break  Ipontaneoufly  in  about  24  hours,  and  a  pro¬ 
digious  quantity  of  acrid  lymph  is  difcharged.  The 
febrile  fymptoms  continue  long  after  this  period  ;  the 
pain  is  very  fevere,  efpecially  during  the  night,  and, 
if  the  cuticle  has  been  extenfively  detached,  the  confe- 
quent  ulceration,  which  has  an  uneven  and  very  irrit¬ 
able  furface,  requires  the  attention  of  the  furgeon  for 
feveral  weeks. 

It  is  obferved  by  many  writers,  that  the  Eryfipe- 
las  *  affecting  the  lower  extremities  begins  in  the  in¬ 
guinal  glands,  and  extends  from  thence  to  the  feet.  1 
have  feldom  remarked  this  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  but 

*  Gravi  Erysipelate  affecti,  priino  tumorem,  ruborem,  ac  dolorem,  seii- 
tiunt  in  inguinum  adenibus,  unde  postea  materia  ferventissimai  8c  adu- 
rentis  quasi  naturae  ad  pedes  descendit.  Hoffman.  See  Frank.  11.  52. 

Qui  in  cruribus  afficiuntur  Erysipelate,  prius  circ-i  inguina  ejusdein 
partis  dolcnt,  cum  glandularum  nonnunquarn  tuuiore.  H.  Fabricius  ab 
Aquapendente,  and  Burserius,  vol.  II.  §  22. 

3  S 
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I  have  feen  the  glands  of  the  groin  fwell,  and  become 
inflamed  fecondarily,  when  the  Eryfipelas  has  been  for 
fome  time  feated  in  the  leg,  as  above  defcribed. — It  has 
alfo  been  faid,  that  erylipelatous  tumors  often  fuddenly 
difappear,  in  confequence  of  which,  a  violent  diforder 
of  the  brain,  lungs,  or  other  internal  parts,  is  imme¬ 
diately  produced :  fuch  inflances  of  metaftalis,  how¬ 
ever,  I  believe,  feldom  happen,  if  the  difeafe  be  properly 
treated. 

When  the  Eryfipelas  plilegmonodes  is  feated  in  the 
hand,  it  firffc  affects  the  thumb,  or  one  of  the  fingers, 
with  a  painful  fwelling,  rednefs,  and  vefication,  and 
then  gradually  extends  to  the  wrift  and  back  of  the 
hand,  and  to  about  the  middle  of  the  fore  arm.  One  or 
two  erylipelatous  patches  are  fometimes  formed  near 
the  joint  of  the  elbow.  Lofs  of  appetite,  with  a  white 
tongue,  and  febrile  fymptoms,  attend  this  complaint : 
the  pain  is  always  excruciating,  and  during  the  night  it 
is  much  aggravated,  fo  as  to  preclude  red  till  towards 
morning,  when  fome  alleviation  of  it  ufually  takes 
place.  The  difeafe.  continues  thus  for  lo,  12,  or  14 
days,  when  the  pain  and  fwelling  begin  to  abate,  the 
cuticle  defquamates,  and  for  fome  time  afterwards 
the  fkin  of  the  parts  affected  remains  tender,  and 
nightly  difcoloured.  In  fome  unfavourable  cafes. 
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matter  *  forms,  during  the  fecond  week,  on  the  fingers, 
on  the  back  of  the  hand,  and  on  the  arm :  I  obferved, 
in  one  inflance,  a  pouch  formed  near  the  elbow,  from 
an  effufion  of  ferous  fluid  under  the  aponeurofis  of  the 
biceps  mufcle.  The  pain  and  irritation  kept  up  during 
the  fuppurative  procefs  are  extreme :  when  irregular 
finufes  take  plaee,  fome  of  them  communicating  from 
one  ulceration  to  another,  the  patient’s  mifery  is  pro¬ 
tracted  for  many  weeks,  and  the  mufcles  or  tendons 
chiefly  affected,  fuffer  a  material  injury^ 

2.  The  Erysipelas  oeDEMATOOEs,  ufually  affects 
the  face,  the  bread;,  or  fome  of  the  extremities.  It  has 
not  fo  diftinCl  an  accefiion  as  the  foregoing  fpecies, 
being  only  preceded  by  general  debility,  languor,  fick- 
nefs,  and  flying  pains.  The  fwelling  extends  very  gra¬ 
dually,  and  is  three  or  four  days  in  arriving  at  its  height. 
It  is  of  a  pale  red,  fometimes  of  a  yellowilh  brown  co¬ 
lour,  and  has  a  fmooth,  fhining  furface :  if  it  be  ftrongly 
preffed  with  the  finger,  the  pit  remains  for  a  fhort  time 
afterwards.  Veflcations  are  formed  on  the  2d,  3d,  or 
4.th  day  from  the  commencement  of  the  fwelling. 


*  See  Wiseman  on  Erysipelas,  Cases  3  and  6. 

In  ulcerato  plus  utique  periculi.metuendum,  et  aegris,  et  medicis,  et  per 
longum  saspe  terapus  detinet,  mgr^  consolidandum.  Hoffmann,  De  Febre, 
Erysipelatosa,  ^  IV.  and  Obs.  I. 
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being  in  general  numerous,  of  an  irregular  form,  and 
but  little  elevated.  They  are  prefently  fucceeded  by 
thin,  brown,  or  blackifh  fcabs,  from  the  edges  of  whichj 
a  clear  lymph  exudes  in  great  abundance*. 

As  the  fwelling  advances,  a  more  confiderable  difor- 
der  of  the  conftitution  is  produced.  The  tongue  be¬ 
comes  white,  the  pulfe  is  foft,  frequent,  and  fometimes 
irregular.  The  face,  under  this  complaint,  is  much 
enlarged,  fo  as  almolt  to  refemble  a  bladder  didended 
with  water  ;  •  the  eyes  are  often  totally  clofed  •,  at  the 
fame  time  delirium  takes  place,  and  is  foon  after  fuc¬ 
ceeded  by  coma.  Thefe  fymptoms,  in  many  cafes, 
terminate  fatally  about  the  8th  day  of  the  difeafe.  In 
other  inftanees,  the  tumor,  the  ferous  difcharge,  and 
the  opprefled  Hate  of  the  brain,  continue  to  the  12th, 
16th,  or  perhaps  to  the  20th  day.  Some  patients  die, 
after  lingering  to  this  late  period ;  others  recover 
ftrength  and  health  very  flowly. 

A  flighter  kind  of  this  complaint  occurs  every  fpring 
and  autumn,  or  perhaps  at  Ihorter  periods,  in  fome  per- 

*  Altera  ver6  species  minori  ardore  et  rubore  se  ofFerens,  extuberantia 
tamen  majore,  magisque  expansa.  Erysipelas  oedematocles  dicitur,  in  quo 
vesicas  quoque  interddm  prodeuiit  subalbidse,  e  quibus  apertis,  serosus 
humor  vel  saniosus,  tandemque  pus,  effluit.  Plater.  De  Superf.  Corp.  dol. 
p.  663. 
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fons,  chiefly  females  of  a  w^eak  conflitution*.  It  feems 
to  be  a  fequel  of  long  continued  pains  in  the  head^  or 
of  other  internal  diforders. 

3.  The  Erysipelas  gangrenosum,  begins  fome- 
times  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  phlegmonicf,  fome- 
times  like  the  oedematic  Eryfipelas.  It  generally  affeds 
the  face,  and  is  attended  with  a  fmall  and  weak  pulfe, 
a  brown  fur  on  the  tongue,  and  delirium  ;  this,  in  a 
few  days,  is  fucceeded  by  a  comatofe  date,  which  re¬ 
mains  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  The 
dwelling  exhibits  a  dark  red,  inclining  to  a  livid  hue. 
It  is  puffy  or  foft  to  the  touch,  and  extends  from  the 
face  fometimes  to  the  bread,  fhoulders,  and  arms. 
Scattered  Phlyfcfa^nse  (DEE.  XL}  form  upon  it,  within 
a  day  or  two :  they  contain  lymph  of  a  brownifh  co- 

*  Senibus  cachecticisque  corporibus,  vel  et  mulieribus  quae  mensrruo- 
rum  suppressione  laborant.  Erysipelas  interdbm  habituate  reclditur,  et 
verno  imprimis  vel  aiitumnali  tempore,  aut  quod  vidimus  mense  quovis 
periodice  redit,  ut  plurimvlm  impetu  febreque  carens,  sed  cum  crura  fre- 
quentiils  pelierit,  ulcera  non  rarb  in  iisdeni  rebellia,  aut  duritiem  cutis 
cum  tumore  pedis  nec  per  vitam  solvendam,  inducit.  Frank.  II.  43. 

'}-  Procedcnte  morbo,  uti  primiim  Febris  dolorem,  tumorem,  ac  alia 
peperit  symptomata,  quae  indies  ingravescentia  nonnunquam  in  Gangrae- 
nam  terminantur,  ita  haec  invicem  baud  mediocrem  ad  febris  augmentum 
operam  couferuut.  Sydenham. 
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lour,  or  nightly  livid,  and  the  flcin  at  their  bafes  fre¬ 
quently  becomes  black  and  gangrenous.  On  the  cheeks 
and  other  parts,  deep  ulcerations  fometimes  take  place 
with  livid  edges,  and  diffufe  a  thin  purulent -matter  in 
the  cellular  membrane  around  them.  Mr.  Pearfon  ob- 
fcrves,  “  In  the  Gangrenous  Eryfipelas  we  meet  with 
little  caverns,  and  intercurrent  finufes  in  the  tela  Cel- 
lofa,  containing  an  ill-conditioned  pus ;  and  in  thofe. 
cafes,  confiderable  Houghs  formed  by  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane,  &c.  are  evacuated  from  the  ulcer  — The  up¬ 
per  eyelid  frequently  becomes  hard,  and  brown,  or 
blackilh,  and  at  the  latter  end  of  the  difeafe  fphacelates : 
from  the  injury  done  to  the  flvin  and  ciliary  mufcles, 
the  eye  cannot  afterwards  be  perfedly  clofed. 

The  dangerous  tendency  of  this  fpecies  of  Eryfipe^ 
las  is  noticed  by  Hippocrates  f.  It  does  not  prove 
univerfally  fatal,  but  it  is  always  tedious  and  preca¬ 
rious.  The  fwelling  and  the  febrile  fymptoms  are 
protracted  to  the  20th  day  of  the  difeafe,  or  in  fome 
cafes  beyond  it :  two  or  three  weeks  more  elapfe  be¬ 
fore  the  gangrenous  Houghs  feparate,  and  before  the 
^ulcerations  manifeft  a  difpoHtion  to  heal. 

*  Principles  of  Surgery,  §308.  See  above  page  492,  note. 

“I-  Etti  EfuanrsXwIt  <ryi'!rsh>,  n  (kxksv.)  Aph.  20.  Lib.  Vll.  See 

Galen.  Comment. 
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Sauvages  has  arranged  under  Eryfipelas,  the  fatal 
epidemic  difeafe,  termed  by  the  French  hiflorian  Me- 
zeray,  and  others.  Feu  facre.  Feu  St.  Antoine,  Mai  des 
Ardens  &c.  I  need  not  enter  minutely  into  the  hif- 
tory  of  this  lingular  and  moft  dreadful  dillemper,  which 
is  now  known  to  originate  from  ergoted  f  rye,  ufed  as 

food. 

*  The  first  regular  account  of  this  disorder,  was  published  by  the  Me-, 
dical  Professors  at  Marpurg,  in  the  year  1597.  See  Hildanus,  Obs.  69. 
Cent.  II.  Act.  N.  C.  Dec.  III.  Ann.  IV.  Obs.  234,  &c.  Miscel.  Nat.  Cur. 
Cent.  V.  Obs.  82.  and  Hoffmann,  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  Cap.  9-  A  full  inves¬ 
tigation  of  the  subject,  with  references  to  authors,  may  be  found  in  the 
Philosophical  Transactions,  Vol.  LV.  page  IJO,  and  in  the  Memoires 
de  la  Societd  R.  de  Medicine,  for  1776,  pag.  303. 

t  Secale  cornutum,  Ergof^  solum  secale,  vel  duas  aut  tres  alias  plantas 
graminaceas  Alpinas,  infestaiis.— Vegetatio  est  irregularis  grani  secalini, 
quod  substantiam  quasi  raediani  inter  granum  et  folium  adipiscitur,  co- 
loris  fusee  viridis,  irregulariter  compress!,  ssepe  xiv  vel  xv  lineas  longum, 
ii  latum.  Tissot  from  Haller. 

A  minute  description  of  the  Ergot  in  rye,  is  given  by  M.  Tessier,  who 
by  feeding  dr  cramming  Turkies  and  other  animals  with  it,  produced  in 
all  of  them  the  dry  gangrene,  and  death. 

The  Morbus  Hungaricus  (Sennert.  De  Feb.  L.  IV.  Cap.  14.)  and  some 
other  diseases,  reputed  pestilential,  might  be  added  to  the  list  of  epi¬ 
demics,  occasioned  by  the  Ergot;  or  by  a  similar  degeneration  in  other 
grain.— The  Sweating-sickness,  which  occurred  more  than  once  in 
England,  at  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,  was  perhaps  owing 
to  some  disease  or  depravation  in  wheat,  or  to  some  noxious  vegetable,. 
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food.  The  fymptoms  of  it  may  be  divided  into  three 
feries  or  ftages  : 

1.  Diftreffing  heat,  with  tenfive  pain  in  the  ftomach, 
a  fenfation  of  creeping  and  prickling  under  the  fkin, 
fucceeded  by  violent  contractions  of  the  mufcles,  and 
moft  excruciating  pains  in  the  limbs. 

2.  Fever,  fevere  pain  in  the  head,  terminating  in 

growing  with  it  in  particular  situations.  This  disease  extended  chiefly 
over  the  northern  counties,  hut  neither  affected  the  inhabitants  of  Wales 
nor  of  Scotland,  who  did  not,  at  the  period  mentioned,  eat  wheaten- 
bread.  “  Qui  montana  Cambrise  incolunt,  caseo,  lacte,  pane  avenaceo 
atque  hordeaceo  vivunt :  Hiberni  autem  et  Scoti  dhriils,  8cc.  &c.  Car. 
Claromontii,  De  Acre,  loc.  &  aq.  Terr®  Angliae,”  pag.  36. — A  similar 
disease  appeared,  A.  D.  1329,  in  Denmark  and  Norway,  Holland  and 
Flanders,  at  Hamburg,  Bremen,  Lubeck,  Dantzick,  Cologne,  &c.  See 
Forestus,  de  Feb.  pag.  157.  Sennert.  Lib.  IV.  c.  15.  It  is  observed  by 
Schiller  (De  Peste  Britannica),  that  birds  at  that  time  fell  dead  from  the 
trees  "  passim’',  with  small  abscesses  under  their  wings.  This  he  refers  to  a 
poisonous  quality  of  the  air;  but  was  not  the  effect,  more  probably,  pro¬ 
duced  by  damaged  grain  taken  as  food,  according  to  the  result  of  Abb^ 
Tessier’s  experiments .?  See  Schenckii  Obs.  pag.  7G4.  Galen  has  re¬ 
marked,  (De  Alim.  Facult.  Lib.  1.  Cap.  37.)  that  the  seeds  of  Lolium 
lemulentum  mixed  with  wheat,  or  the  degenerated  grain,  called  black- 
wheat,  will  produce  fever,  head-ach,  delirium,  and  gangrenous  ulcers.— 
This  subject  is  not  closely  connected  with  my  present  undertaking,  but 
it  appears  so  interesting,  that  I  hope  some  physician  of  abilities  will  find 
leisure  and  inclination,  to  prosecute  the  research. 
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Phrenzy,  Epilepfy,  Apoplexy,  Palfy,  or  Lethargy,  and 
fometimes  in  a  total  lofs  of  hearing  and  fight. 

3.  Glandular  fwellings,  and  tubercles  in  different 
parts,  fwelling  of  the  hands,  legs,  and  feet,  with  an 
Eryfipelatous  rednefs,  and  Phlyftasnae,  See.  fucceeded 
by  gangrene  and  fphacelus,  under  which,  in  fome  cafes, 
the  limbs  fall  off,  joint  by  joint. 

The  duration  of  thefe  fymptoms  varies,  in  different 
cafes,  from  three  weeks  to  three  months  ;  and  in  fome 
perfons,  the  gangrenous  Eryfipelas,  or,  as  it  is  called, 
the  dry  Gangrene  *,  comes  on,  and  even  deftroys  the 
limbs,  without  fever,  and  without  any  previous  fuf- 
fering. 

*  La  Ganer^ne  seche  est  caracterisee  par  la  mortification  cle  qiiehjues 
unes  des  exti  emites,  el  quelquefois  de  toutes.  Souvent  est  die  precedee 
d’une  rougeur  qui  n’est  point  inflammatoire,  et  de  quelqucs  Plilyct^ncs. 
Le  membre  s’engourdit,  devient  doloureux,  et  eprouve  un  sentiment  de 
froid,  ou  plus  souvent  d’une  ardeur  insupportable.  '  Les  vaisseaux  s’obli- 
terent,  les  chairs  se  noircissent,  se  durcissent,  la  gangrene  penetre  jusqu’ 
aux  os,  et  le  malade  aux  prises  avec  la  mort,  est  encore  heureux,  si,  la 
partie  gangrenee  se  sepavant  d’elle-meme,  il  survit  a  la  perte  de  ses 
extremites.  Soc.  de  Med.  1776. 

The  Malum  riiortuurn,  mentioned  by  Constantine,  Gordon,  See.  after  some 
of  the  Arabian  physicians,  seems  to  have  been  either  this  dry  Gangrene, 
or  the  gangrenous  ulceration  in  the  last  stage  of  Scurvy.  Foresti  Obs. 
Chir.  14.  Lib.  V.  Sennertus,  Lib.  I.  p.  1.  cap.  27.  Engalenus,  De  Scor- 
buto,  Obs.  LX.  Fernel.  De  Abd.  rerum  causis,  L.  II.  Cap.  15.  pag.  635. 
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4.  In  the  Erysipelas  erraticum,  red  patches,  of 
an  irregular  form,  having  all  the  chara61:eriftics  of  Ery- 
lipelas  (pag.  486),  appear,  one  after  another,  on  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  body.  When  it  affeOis  adults,  this 
complaint  extends,  in  fome  cafes,  progrehively  from 
the  face  *  to  the  extremities,  the  patches  above  de¬ 
clining,  as  frefti  ones  appear  below.  In  other  inftances, 
the  red  patches  arife  in  various  fituations,  without  any 
certain  order,  thofe  which  firft  appeared  remaining 
till  the  whole  eruption  be  completed.  Some  part  of 
the  face  is  ufually  affefled  with  rednefs  and  tumefac¬ 
tion  during  the  courfe  of  the  diforder.  The  Erup¬ 
tion  is  attended  with  a  quick  pulfe,  a  white  tongue,  and 
great  debility.  It  terminates,  for  the  moft  part,  favour- 


*  Extrema  materiae  ex  una  in  alteram  partem  volubilitas,  sajpe  ex 
leviori  istiusmodi  affectu,  mox  gravissima  in  aliis  symptomata  minatur. 
Prmter  alia  non  pauca  inconstantis  morbi  exempla,  aliud  nuper  in  faemin^ 
conspeximus,  cui  Erysipelas,  ad  decimam  tertiam  adeb  morbi,  diem,  ex 
facie  ad  pedem  ;  ex  hoc  verb  post  pauciim  tempos  ad  coxam;  mox 
iterbm  ad  vultum;  ex  isto  ad  intestina  ;  ex  abdomine  ad  eundem  iterbm 
pedem  ;  nunc  ad  costas  &  pulmonem  ;  ultimo  verb,  ac  lelhali  affectu,  in 
cerebrum  conversum  est.  Erank  de  cur.  bom.  morb.  II.  p.  38. 

The  account  of  Erysipelas  typhodes  in  Sauvages,  CL.  III.  ORD.  I.  2. 
seems  to  be  taken  from  a  particular  case  of  erratic  or  gangrenous  Ery¬ 
sipelas.  The  patient,  a  delicate  lady,  was  repeatedly  vomited  and  purged, 
and  was  bled  fourteen  times ;  she  lived,  however,  to  the  thirtieth  day  of 
the  disease. 
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ably,  ill  about  a  week.  I  recoiled  but  one  cafe,  in 
which  the  difeafe  proved  fatal. — A  labouring  man, 
aged  40,  after  much  fatigue  and  expofure  to  cold,  was 
affeded  with  a  cough,  Ihortnefs  of  breath,  and  febrile 
fymptoms.  Five  days  afterwards,  an  eryfipelatous 
patch  appeared  on  his  left  fhoulder,  and  another  on 
the  left  leg.  On  the  yth  day,  fimilar  patches  appeared 
above  and  below  the  knees.  On  the  8th,  his  eyelids 
became  tumid  and  red.  About  this  time,  the  other 
fwellings  alTumed  a  livid  hue :  the  febrile  fymptoms 
increafed,  and  were  attended  with  deafnefs  and  coma. 
On  the  gth  day,  the  tumor  of  the  right  eye  extended  to 
the  temple,  upon  which  fmall  Phlyfisenas  foon  after 
formed.  On  the  11th  and  12th,  the  patient  feemed 
totally  infenhble;  his  pulfe  became  feeble  and  irre¬ 
gular,  and  he  died  on  the  following  day. 

There  is  a  fingular  fpecies  of  Eryfipelas,  which  affefls 
infants  newly  born.  In  fome  inftances,  the  difeafe 
has  been  connate;  more  frequently,  however,  it  ap¬ 
pears  a  few  days  after  birth  *,  on  one  fide  of  the 
face,  or  on  the  neck,  back,  and  arms,  but  efpecially 
about  the  navel,  being  attended  with  rednefs,  and 
a  painful  tumefaflion.  It  foon  extends,  in  irregular 

In  a  few  cases,  it  lias  occurred  in  t\ie  3d,  4t\i,  and  even  as  late  as  the 
flth  month.  Dr.  Underwood,  p.  34.  &  Act.  nat.  Cur.  Vol.  VII. 
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patches,  to  the  genitals,  to  the  thighs,  and  down  to  the 
feet,  and  the  fwellings  are  fucceeded  in  a  day  or  two 
by  Phly61:ajnae  (DEE.  XI. j.  During  their  progrefs,  the 
child  is  feverifh,  relllefs,  and  unwilling  to  fuck.  The 
complaint  often  terminates  favourably  in  ten  or  twelve 
days.  It  is,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Eryfipe- 
las,  thus  affefling  infants,  alfumes  in  many  cafes  the 
gangrenous  form,  the  rednefs  foon  changing  to  a  pur¬ 
ple  or  livid  colour,  after  which  the  integuments  of  the 
abdomen,  nates,  and  lower  extremities,  exhibit  iphace- 
lated  fpots.  If  the  child  live,  under  this  Hate,  a  fuffi- 
cient  length  of  time,  fome  of  the  toes  or  fingers,  or 
even  the  genitals,  are  nearly  dellroyed  by  the  mortifi¬ 
cation.  The  difeafe,  however,  ufually  terminates  in 
death,  before  any  flough  or  feparation  can  take  place  *. 

The  Maculas  volaticae  infantum  of  Sennertus,  which, 
it  has  been  obferved  (pag.  28),  fecm  to  coincide  with 
the  Strophulus  volaticus,  defcribed  in  a  former  part  of 
this  work,  are  thought  by  fome  authors  to  refer  like- 
wife  to  the  Eryfipelas  affeding  new-born  infants.  Sen- 
nertus’s  t  account  of  them,  is  as  follows ;  “  Libelli 

*  Umbilicalem  regionem  in  infantibiis  frequenliis  infestat,  ac  ind^  per 
abdomen  spargitur  cum  gravibus  pathcinatibus,  funesto  utplurimbm 
eventu.  Hoffmann. 

t  Lib.  V.  Part  iii.  Sec.  1.  Cap.  6.  Compare  Sebizii  Manual.  Part.  VI. 
Cap.  3S.  DeVolaticS. 


praClici 


ON  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES.  505 

pradici  Germanici,  ut  in  Gabelchoveri  Pra6lic^,  et 
Promptuario  medico  Wittichii,  et  aliis,  videre  eft,  fa- 
ciunt  inter  morbos  pueriles  mentionem  affeftus,  Der 
Plug  appellati,  quern  nunquam  vidi.  Defcribunt  au- 
tem,  quod  fint  Maculae  quaedam  volaticae,  rubrae,  vel 
purpureae,  in  cute  hinc  inde  ferpentes,  quae  ft  orificium 
aliquod,  os  puta,  nares,  oculos,  aures,  nates  attingant, 
et  eoufque  penetrent  malum,  lethale  fieri :  quae  Ma- 
culffi,  fi  dantur,  proculdubid  Eryfipelatis  fpecies 
funt.^’ 

In  the  Mifcellanea  Curiofa  *  for  the  year  1684,  a  dif- 
tind  cafe  of  the  infantile  Eryfipelas,  is  given  by  Dr. 
J.  Burgius,  in  which,  all  parts  of  the  body  were  affefled 
fucceffively,  excepting  the  breaft,  the  chin,  and  the 
prominent  part  of  the  forehead.  The  difeafe  termina¬ 
ted  favourably,  by  defquamation,  in  about  three 
weeks. 

This  complaint  is  denominated  Herpes  eryfipela- 
tofus  feu  volaticus  infantum,  by  Dr.  Buckner,  Mifcel- 
lanea-Phyfico-Medico-Mathematica,  Ann.  1727;  and  by 
Dr.  J.  H.  Furftenau,  (Aft.  Nat.  Curiofor.  Tom.  IV.  Obf. 

*  Dec.  II.  Ann.  iii.  pag.  334.  The  case  is  qxio ted.  Medical  Communi¬ 
cations,  Vol.  II.  p.  42. 
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35'^'.)  both  of  whom  have  noticed  the  fatality  of  it,  and 
have  favoured  us  with  feveral  interefling  obfervations. 
— A  cafe  of  the  Herpes  eryfipelatofus,  occurring  in  a 
child  fix  months  old,  is  given  by  Dr.  Schlierbach,  Tom. 
VII.  Obf.  66.  He  fays,  Eryfipelas  cum  efflorefcentiis 
a  facie,  peftus  et  humeros  ulterius  ferpendo  occupabat, 
bisque  reli6tis,  dorfum  et  abdomen  pervagabatur  fuc- 
ceifive,  cum  infigni  fcroti  intumefcentia,  multumque 
tunc  negotii  facelfebat,  fiquidem  etiam  veficulae  pel- 
lucidas  hinc  indh  interCperfse  adparebant,  donee  fpatio 
trium  hebdomadum  totum  corpus  derelinqueret,  prif- 
tinaque  fanitas  rediret,  poftquam  intern^  ufus  alexiphar- 
macorum  et  temperantium,  una  cum  deco6lis  ex  ligno- 
fis  et  anthcatarrhalibus  paratis ;  externe  ver6  leniter 
exficcantia  et  camphorata  fimul,  in  fubfidium  vocata 
fuerant.  Battenbergas  d.  4  Jun.  1724. 

An  enlarged  account  of  this  difeafe,  with  cafes  and 
obfervations,  appears  in  the  2d  Vol.  of  Medical  Com¬ 
munications,  publilhed  by  the  Society  for  promoting 
Medical  Knowledge-,  London,  1790.  Dr.  Bromfield 
Bates  the  cafe  of  a  child,  “  born  with  its  whole  face 

Compare  Tom.  VTII.  OBs.  97.  wKere,  he  observes,  the  disease  was 
less  fatal  to  female  children  than  to  boys. — De  scroto  funesto  eventu 
affecto,  passim  observatibnes  prostanl;— genitalia  in  puellis,  natesque, 
impune  affecta,  subinde  vidi. 
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fwelled  and  inflamed,  particularly  the  left  fide  of  it, 
which  had  the  true  eryfipelatous  appearance.  The 
legs,  feet,  and  hands  were  likewife  fwelled  and  in¬ 
flamed,  and,  on  each  tibia,  there  was  a  dark-brown  or 
livid  flough  of  an  oblong  form  •,  that  on  the  left,  ex¬ 
tended  almofl;  two-thirds  of  its  length,  was  nearly  an 
inch  in  diameter,  and  had  a  granulated  appearance ; 
that  on  the  right  was  not  fo  large.  The  ends  of  the  toes 
felt  cold,  and  were  covered  with  black  floughs.” — On 
the  3d  and  4th  day,  numerous  vefications  formed  on 
the  face  and  legs,  which,  when  broken,  difcharged  a 
fanious  fluid.  On  the  7th  day,  a  yellow  flough  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  metatarfus  of  the  left  foot,  near  the  leffer 
toes ;  this  in  a  day  or  two  became  quite  black. — On 
the  pth,  the  flouglis  began  to  feparate;  on  the  loth  day, 
the  cuticle  and  fome  of  the  nails  of  the  toes  of  the  left 
foot  came  away  with  the  dreflings,  leaving  the  toes 
covered  with  a  new  cuticle.  On  the  15th  and  16th, 
the  thick  flough s  came  off  from  the  tibiae,  and  left  the 
denuded  parts  of  a  florid  good  colour. — On  the  i6'th 
and  17th,  the  floughs  were  feparated  from  the  cheek 
and  forehead ;  that  on  the  metatarfus  did  not  come 
away  till  the  19th.  On  the  i8th,  fome  aphthae  were 
obferved  on  the  tongue  and  lips,  but  they  foon  difap- 
peared.  “  On  the  25th,  the  floughs  from  the  hand 
feparated,  when  the  little  finger,  and  two  joints  of  that 
next  to  it,  came  away  on  the  dreflings.  Five  days 

after 
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after,  one  joint  of  the  middle  finger  came  away  in  like 
manner.  On  the  32d  day,  the  child  was  removed  from 
the  Hofpital.” — Dr.  Bromfield  law  this  infant  ten  days 
afterwards,  in  perfeft  health. 

In  the  cafes  recorded  by  Dr.  Garthfhore,  the  difeafe 
chiefly  affefted  the  genitals,  and  the  abdomen,  near  the 
umbilicus.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  patients  re¬ 
covered. — Of  eight  who  died,  five  were  carried  off 
fuddenly  in  lefs  than  48  hours.  In  one,  who  had  the 
Eryfipelas  on  the  left  arm,  fuppuration  took  place  at 
the  back  of  the  hand,  and  alfo  near  the  elbow :  the 
other  arm  and  the  legs  were  foon  after  affefted  with 
rednefsand  tumefaftion  ;  and  on  the  nth  day,  the  ab¬ 
domen,  as  high  as  the  navel,  became  tumid,  and  of  a 
dark  red,  or  purple  colour.  On  the  12th  day,  the  Ikin  of 
the  nates  and  loins  was  variegated  with  gangrenous  fpots 
and  pale  interftices,  and  the  rednefs  extended  round  the 
neck  to  the  roots  of  the  hair.  This  child  died  on  the 
13th  day. — “  In  two  other  cafes,  the  inflammation 
feized  the  genitals  with  fuch  violence,  that  vefication 
and  mortification  came  on  fo  rapidly,  as  to  render  all 
of  endeavours  to  relieve  the  complaint  ineffeftual.  One 
thefe  patients  died  on  the  third,  the  other  on  the  fourth 
day.”  Dr.  Garthftiore  further  remarks,  “  More  chil¬ 
dren  have  died  when  the  genitals  were  firfl  affeded, 
than  when  the  difeafe  attacked  any  other  part.” 


To 
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To  thefe  accounts  of  the  infantile  Eryfipelas,  Dr.  Un¬ 
derwood  adds,  “  Upon  examining  feveral  bodies  after 
death,  the  contents  of  the  belly  have  often  been  found 
glued  together,  and  their  furface  covered  with  inflam¬ 
matory  exudation,  ■exa61;ly  fimilar  to  that  found  in  wo¬ 
men  who  have  died  of  puerperal  Fever.  In  males,  the 
tunicffi  vaginales  have  been  fometimes  filled  with  mat¬ 
ter,  which  had  evidently  made  its  way  from  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen,  and  accounts  for  the  appearances  of 
the  organs  of  generation  juft  now  defcribed :  in  females 
the  labia  pudendi  are  affeded  in  like  manner,  the  pus 
having  forced  a  paffage  through  the  abdominal  rings 
— “  In  a  few  inftances,  the  diieafe  has  been  attended 
with  fome  varieties.  Infants  have  not  only  come  into 
the  world  with  feveral  hard  and  fub-livid  inflammatory 
patches,  and  ichorous  vesications  about  the  belly  and 
thighs,  but  with  other  fpots  already  adually  in  a  ftate 
of  mortification.  A  large  efchar  has  foon  fpread  upon 
the  fpine  of  the  tibia,  with  fmaller  ones  about  other 
parts  of  the  legs,  and  on  feveral  of  the  toes  and  fingers.” 
Pag.  37. 

An  appearance,  which  has  taken  place,  in  a  few  cafes, 

*  On  the  diseases  of  children,  Vpl.  I.  p.  35. 
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foon  after  inoculation  with  variolous  matter,  feems 
referable  to  Eryfipelas.  The  arm  inoculated  becomes 
within  30  hours,  red  and  coniiderably  fwollen  from  the 
fhoulder  to  the  elbow.  On  the  4th  or  5th  day  of  the 
inoculation,  the  rednefs  and  fwelling  appear  on  the 
fore-arm,  and  before  the  end  of  the  6th  day,  they  ex¬ 
tend  in  patches  down  the  back.  On  the  8th  and  9th 
day*  the  hands  are  much  fwollen,  and  fometimes  vefi- 
cated,  and  the  rednefs  is  diffufed  over  the  legs  and  in- 
fteps,  with  fymptoms  of  Fever,  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  violent  irritation.  Of  two  infants,  thus  aSefted, 
one  died  on  the  14th  day  after  inoculation,  the  other 
on  the  15th,  the  Small-pox  not  having  appeared.  One 
of  them,  aged  four  rnonths,  was  inoculated  from  the 
confluent  ehryftalline  fpecies  of  Small-pox ;  the  others 
aged  three  months,  with  recent  fluidj  taken  from  a 
favourable  fubjed  in  the  Hofpitah— -A  fimilar  complaint 
occurs,  about  a  fortnight  after  the  variolous  eruption 
has  begun  to  declincj  in  fome  cafes,  both  of  the  natural 
arid  ihbculated  Small-pox* ;  it  contiriues  for  a  week  or 
two,  extending  gradually  in  large  and  elevated  patches. 

*  All  the  appearances  described,  have  been  likewise  observed  two 
or  three  weeks  after  Vaccine  Inoculation.  See  the  cases  stated  by 
klr,  Ma^dock,  Dr.  Clutterbuck,  and  Dr.  Barry,  in  the  Medicfkl  and  Phy¬ 
sical  Journal  for  1801  ;  and  by  Mr.  Morrison,  in  the  Medical  and  Chi- 
rurgical  Review,  Vdl.  tX.  |)ag.  389- 
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over  the  whole  body,  with  partial  yefication ;  during 
its  progrefs,  the  patient  fuffprs  greatly  from  heat,  fever, 
lofs  of  fleep,  and  frequent  naufea  or  vomiting. 

I  have  obferved,  in  fome  cafes,  at  nearly  the  fame 
period  after  the  Small-pox,  another  appearance,  which 
is  attended  with  fever,  and  in  general  confidered  as 
eryfipelatous  *,  but  which,  perhaps,  may  be  properly 
ranked  with  the  Erythema  marginatum,  page  477. 
A  circle  is  formed  round  the  vertex,  with  a  dark- 
red  and  elevated  circumference,  including  an  area 
of  a  more  dilute  red  colour.  The  area  gradually 
dilates,  the  border  advancing  a  little  daily.  Thus,  in 
fix  days,  it  palTes  over  the  face  and  fcalp  to  the  neck, 
and  produces  a  confiderable  fwelling  of  the  face,  and 
of  the  eye-lids.  The  red  border  then  proceeds  from 
the  Ihoulders  and  axillee,  down  the  arms,  and  along  the 
trunk  of  the  body,  which  it  nearly  furrounds  ;  at  the 
beginning  of  the  third  week  it  reaches  the  groin;  after¬ 
wards  it  encompalfes  the  thighs  f ,  and  in  a  few  days  ex¬ 
tends  to  the  feet,  producing  a  confiderable  tumor  of  the 
inftep.  The  hands,  in  like  manner,  when  the  border  has 
paired  on  to  them,  become  hard,  fwollen,and  contraded. 

*  “  The  redness  has  the  appearance  of  an  Erysipelas,  and  is  attended 
with  swelling  and  hardness  of  the  skin.”  Dr.  Winterbottom. 

t  See  PL.  XXXril.  Fig.  2. 
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For  two  or  three  inches  behind  the  elevated  border,  the 
Ikin  remains  reddifli,  or  ftreaky,  fo  that  when  the  ab¬ 
domen  is  afFefted,  it  appears  as_  if  encompafled  by  a 
pink  fafli  or  girdle.  At  a  greater  diftance,  the  {kin  be¬ 
comes  of  the  ufual  colour,  unlefs  it  be  chequered  with 
patches  of  rednefs,  which  in  fome  cafes  appear,  from  time 
to  time,  but  do  not  continue  long.  The  parts  over  which 
the  border  has  pafled,  defquamate  in  fucceffion.  A 
month,  reckoned  from  the  beginning  of  the  complaint, 
fometimes  ehpfes  before  a  new  cuticle  is  formed. 

In  one  cafe,  the  red  circle  firft  appeared  round  the 
neck,  with  much  pain  and  fwelling  of  the  lymphatic 
glands  ,*  it  then  advanced  over  the  face  and  fcalp,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  another  red  border  proceeded  down¬ 
wards,  over  the  chefl  and  trunk  of  the  body,  to  the 
lower  extremities.  Mr.  Wachfel  fhewed  me  lately,  at 
the  Inoculation  Ilofpital,  a  cafe  of  this  kind  differently 
modified.  About  20  days  after  the  decline  of  the  na¬ 
tural  Small-pox,  he  obfefved  on  a  child  two  red  circles 
advancing  as  above  defcrihed,  one  from  the  vertex 
downwards,  the  other  from  the  ancle  or  inftep  upwards. 
On  the  day,  in  which  thefe  circles  met,  in  their  progrefs 
over  the  trunk  of  the  body,  the  child  died. 

The  chief  exciting  caufes  of  Eryfipelas  are  intem¬ 
perance,  and  expofure  to  cold  after  violent  exercife, 

particularly 
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particularly  in  fummer  *.  The  difeafe  appears  in  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  according  to  the  age  and  conftitution  of 
the  perfons  affected.  Thofe  who  are  young  and  robuft 
have  the  phlegmonic  Eryfipelas :  women,  old  .  men, 
children,  or  in  general,  perfons  of  a  weak  habit,  are 
flioftly  affected  with  the  oedematous,  gangrenous,  or  er¬ 
ratic  Eryfipelas.  Refpefting  the  caufes  of  Eryfipelas  oc¬ 
curring  in  infants  at  their  birth  or  foon  afterwards,  Dr. 
Garthfhore  obferves,  pag.40,  “  We  found  that,  in  feveral 
inflances,  the  mothers  had  indulged  themfelves  in  the 
ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors ;  but,  in  many  others,  we  could 
difcover  no  fuch  caufe,  nor  indeed  any  other,— though, 
upon  the  whole,  it  has  chiefly  attacked  the  delicate  chil¬ 
dren  of  weakly  mothers.” — This  difeafe  feldom  ap¬ 
pears  but  in  Hofpitals  and  Work-houfes,  where  only 
thofe  women  can  be  fuppofed  to  repair,  who  have  no 
hope  of  domeflic  comforts,  and  fupport,  during  the 
pains  of  child-birth,  or  in  the  hate  of  weaknefs  after 

*  Inter  haac  primuin  locum  sibi  vi'ndicant  animi  affectus  vehementes, 
ira  praesertlm,  ac  terror  ....  Excludit  dein  Erysipelas  aer  xiimis  calidus, 
et  intensior  solis  ardor,  necnon  vicissiin  subita  8c  vehemens  corporis  vel 
peduni  refrigeratio.  Idem  facit  cibus  calidus,  potus  exsestuans,  crebra 
ebrietas,  necnon  balneum  fervidius  ....  Speciatiin  capitis  Erysipelas  fre- 
quentids  accidit  his,  qui  did  noctuque  in  acre  humido  8c  pluvioso  degunt : 
item  senibus  8c  puerperis,  a  frigidioris  venti  in.unam  magis  partem  ac 
fortiori  actione,  saepissime  hie  morbus  originem  agnoscit.  Hoffmann,,  de 
Febre  Erysipelaceh,  8c  Frank.  II.  47. 
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it.  Infufficient  diet,  in  addition  to  the  anxiety  and  dif- 
trefs  often  endured  pre vidufly  to  admiflion,  will  fully 
account  for  the  reduced  Rate  of  conRitution  in  many 
of  the  mothers,  and  in  their  offspring. 

It  does  not  feem  neceffary  to  coniider  an  appearance 
referabling  Eryfipelas,  occalioned  by  the  fling  or  bite 
of  certain  infedls,  or  by  other  caufes  of  irritation,  which 
have  a  temporary  effedl  on  the  fkin,  without  always 
afFefling  the  conflitution.  The  eruption  produced  by 
feveral  animal  and  vegetable  poifons,  and  deferibed  by 
authors  *  as  an  univerfal  Eryfipelas,  fhould  perhaps  be 
ranked  under  the  genus  Urticaria. — think  it  likewife 
unneceffary  to  deferibe  the  fymptomatic  Eryfipelas, 
produced  by  wounds,  or  pundlures,  in  the  head  or 
extremities,  efpecially  when  the  periofleum  has  been 
injured.  This  fevere  and  dangerous  complaint  is 
noticed  by  all  fyflematical  writers  on  Chirurgery,  fince 
the  time  of  Hippocrates  f ;  and  an  efficacious  mode  of 
treating  it,  feems  to  be  now  eflablifhed  in  our  Hofpitals, 

When  the  acrimonious  lymph,  contained  in  the 
Phlyflagnae  or  vefications  of  a  genuine  Eryfipelas,  is 
inoculated,  or  cafually  applied  to  any  flight  wound  in  a 

*  See  Sauvages  Nosol.  Method.  Erysipelas. 
t  Sect.  VII.  Aph.  19. 
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perfon  otherwife  healthy,  it  pfoduces  f<?brile  fymp- 
toms,  with  a  red  and  painful  but  difFufe  fwelling, 
analogous  to  that  of  the  difeafe,  from  which  the  virus 
was  derived.— The  Eryfipelas,  however,  more  efpecially 
the  form  of  it'  intitled  Eryfipelas  phlegmonodes  is 
not,  in  general,  ranked  by  medical  authors  among 
contagious  diforders.  Dr.  Wells  has  ftated,  **  feveral 
fafts,  which  feem  to  prove  that  it  may,  fometimes  at 
leaft,  be  communicated  from  one  perfon  to  another  f 
— We  fliould  fcarcely  expeft  that  the  erratic  form  of 
Eryfipelas,  occafionally  affe6ling  new-born  infants, 
could  be  either  communicated,  or  received,  by  con¬ 
tagion  ;  but  the  following  instance,  adduced  by  Dr. 
Wells,  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Pitcairn,  deferves  con- 
fideration.  “  A  lady,  immediately  after  delivery,  was 
attacked  with  a  fever,  which  was  accompanied  with  an 

*  In  the  year  1785,  I  saw  a  young  girl,  severely  affected  with  this 
species  of  Erysipelas,  in  consequence  of  exposure  to  cold.  Her  mother, 
a  healthy  woman  of  about  40  years  of  age,  who  had  been  her  only  nurse 
in  the  complaint,  was  suddenly  affected  on  the  eighth  day  of  her  attend¬ 
ance,  with  syhiptbms  of  fever,  and  with  an  erysipelatous  tutobr  on  one 
side  of  the  face.  No  satisfactory  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  a  single 
instance,  and  I  have  not  met  with  another  in  the  th.ree-and-twen.ty  years, 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  period  mentioned. 

.  t  Transactions  of  a  Society  for  the  Improvement  of  Medical  and  Chi- 
lurgical  Knowledge }  London,  Vol.  11.  page  213;- 
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affeclion  of  her  fldn,  fomewhat  like  Erylipelas.  Her 
child,  about  three  days  after  its  birth,  was  feized  with 
that  fpecies  of  Erylipelas,  the  French  call  -la  gelure, 
which  firll  appeared  about  the  pudenda,  and  afterwards 
extended  itfelf  to  other  parts  of  the  body,  among  the 
reft  to  the  face.  Both  the  lady  and  her  child  died  after 
a  few  days  illnefs  :  and  about  eight  days  after  the 
death  of  the  child,  the  lady’s  mother  and  the  fervant 
maid,  both  of  whom  had  attended  it  during  its  illnefs, 
were  attacked  with  Erylipelas  of  the  face,  from  which, 
both  of  them  recovered.” — In  Hofpitals,  even,  the  fymp- 
tomatic  Eryfipelas,  produced  by  a  wound,  or  a  punc¬ 
ture,  has  fometimes  become  contagious,  and  proved 
fatal  to  feveral.perfons  in  the  fame  ward.  The  difeafe, 
in  fuch  inftances,  is  probably  combined  with  the  Ty¬ 
phus  or  malignant  Fever.  In  like  manner  (fee  page 
333-4),  this  Fever  is  often  complicated  with  an  ul¬ 
cerated  Sore-throat,  and  has  thus  been  extenlively  com¬ 
municated  from  one  perfon  to  another,  as  it  were 
under  a  double  form. — A  fimilar  complication  may  be 
fuppofed  to  take  place,  when  the  puerperal  Fever* 
fpreads  by  contagion. 

*  The  contagious  puerperal  Fever,  chiefly  occurs  in  Lying-in  Hospi- 
tals.  See  M.  Pouteau’s  Observations,  in  the  Mem.  de  I’Acad.  des  Sciences. 
This  disease  has  been  observed  at  Paris,  Lyons,  Dublin,  London,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  &c.  and  was  generally  fatal.  On  dissection,  there  appeared  in 
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All  the  ancient  writers,  except  Galen,  recommend 
bloodletting  as  a  principal  remedy  in  the  treatment  of 
Eryfipelas.  This  pra£lice  mull  evidently  be  improper 
in  the  three  forms  of  Eryfipelas  lafl;  defcribed,  and 
even  in  the  Eryfipelas  phlegmonodes,  it  does  not 
always  appear  neceilary.  When  the  blood  drawn  is 
fizy,  praditioners  are  often  induced  to  bleed  a  fecond 
time  *  ;  but  we  generally  find,  in  London,  that  re¬ 
peated  blood-letting  aggravates  the  fymptoms,  and  pro- 
trafls  the  difeafe  f .  In  a  comatofe  or  apoplectic  flate, 
the  application  of  leeches,  or  cupping  glalTes,  at  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  may  be  advifable. 

Many  phyficians  objeCt  to  blifters  in  Eryfipelas: 
I  have  applied  them  occafionally,  between  the  (houlders, 

the  womb,  peritoneum,  or  omentum,  some  degree  of  inflammation,  with 
patches  of  gangrene.  At  Edinburgh,  in  1774,  the  contagibn  was  sup¬ 
pressed  by  ventilating  the  wards,  by  white-washing  the  walls  and  ceiling, 
and  by  cleansing  the  floors,  bedding,  and  furniture. — See  Dr.  Hull’s  re¬ 
marks,  On  Phlegmatia  dolens,  Pag.  46 — S.  Manchester,  1800. 

*  Sanguis,  copia  satis  larg&,  qnamprimilm  mittendus  est,  &c.  Mead, 
Monita  Medica,  Sec.  VI. 

Prof.  Cullen,  at  Edinburgh,  employed  blood-letting,  according  to 
the  urgency  of  symptoms,”  to  the  eighth,  ninth,  or  tenth  day  of  the  dis¬ 
ease.  §  563.  first  Lines,  and  Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Physic. 

t  See  Bromfield’s  Chir.  Obs.  Vol.  I.  p.  108. 
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with  manifeft  advantage,  when  the  face  and  fcalp 
were  affected.  I  muff,  however,  obferve,  that  it  is^ 
not  fafe  to  put  either  bliffers  or  leeches  on  or  near 
to  the  difeafed  furface.  Saline  medicines,  and  pre¬ 
parations  of  antimony,  or  the  compound  powder  of 
ipecacuanha,  may  be  employed  as  diaphoretics,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  circumftances  of  the  diforder.  The 
effects  of  Camphor  and  the  dulcified  acids,  in  al¬ 
laying  the  febrile  fymptoms,  and  preventing  too  great 
a  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  feem  to  have  been 
much  over-rated  by  Hoffmann  and  other  writers  *. — It 
is  requifite,  every  other  day,  to  adminifter  a  gentle 
purgative,  fince  colli venefs  is  an  ufual  fymptom  of  the 
Eryfipelas  phlegmonodes.  Dr.  Friend  thinks  the  ufe 
of  active  purgatives  indifpenfable  in  this  difeafe,  and 
has  made  fome  general  remarks  on  the  fubject,  which 
deferve  attention  +. 

Eft  et  aliud  morbi  genus,  idque  fatis  periculofum,  in 
quo  etiam,  cum  minimb  deferbuerit  febris,  itamirifice 
proficiunt  purgantia,  ut  aliquandd  line  iis  ad  fanitatem 
perveniri  non  pofsit.  Morbus  is  eft  capitis  Eryfipelas. 
.  .  .  Satis  mihi  experimentis  edoftus  effe  videor  ut  pro- 
nuntiem,  fiquandd  cerebro  tentato  oboriatur  coma,  de- 

*  See  Hoffmann,  De  Feb.  Erysipel.  8cc.  See.  Riverii,  Obs.  Med.  18. 
Cent.  XI. 

+  Coxnmentarii  De  Febribus,  pag.  135-137. 
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lirium,  nervorum  diflenfio,  aut  nullam  fubefle  fpem  fa- 
liitis,  aut  purgantia  maxime  profeftura :  neque  in  his 
rerum  anguftiis  expeftandum  effe,  quod  et  in  Variolis 
experimur,  dilm  vel  febris  lenita  fit,  vel  tumor  plane 
fubfederit.  Quodfi  morbum  jam  ad  extrema  perduc- 
tum  fubmovere  poffit  purgatio,  certe  eadem  temporius 
adhibita,  ne  is  ita  longe  ferpat,  praccavebit. — Compare 
Rodericus  a  Fonfeca  Confult.  Med.  44. 

In  the  Eryfipelas  osdematodes,  we  fhould  employ 
blifters,  diaphoretics,  volatile  alkali*,  and  purgatives, 
during  the  firft  three  or  four  days,  and  afterwards  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark,  conjoined  with  diuretics.  By  thefe  means, 
the  duration  of  the  complaint  may  be  confiderably 
Ihortened. 

In  the  Eryfipelas  gangraenofum,  a  free  ufe  of  the 

*  “  In  these  clisorders,(as  well  as  in  the  Scarlet  fever  (page  377),  whether 
common  or  malignant,  I  generally  give  about  six  grains  of  the  volatile 
alkali  (carbonate  of  ammonia)  at  a  dose,  either  in  a  state  of  solution,  or 
made  into  pills,  ordering  the  dose  to  be  repeated  every  two,  four,  six,  or 
eight  hours,  as  the  degree  of  disorder,  or  the  urgency  of  symptoms  may 
seem  to  require.” — Dr.  Peart’s  Practical  Information  on  Erysipelas, 
Erythema,  See.  &c.  London,  1802. 

“  It  would  be  imprudent  in  me  to  say  “positively  that  the  volatile  alkali 
is  a  specific  in  these  disorders,  but  I  certainly  can  say,  that  its  effects 
have  constantly  been  such,  in  my  practice,  as  powerfully  to  incline  me 
to  think  so,  and  to  excite  me  to  hope  it  will  be  found  so.”  Do.  page  24. 
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bark  *  is  neceflary  throughout.  The  mineral  acids,  and 
opium  in  moderate  dofes,  are  likewife  of  great  uti¬ 
lity.  In  other  refpects,  the  plan  and  regimen  is  the 
fame  as  in  malignant  Fevers. 

The  Eryfipelas  erraticum  requires  nearly  the  fame 
treatment  as  hath  been  already  dire6led  for  the  Eryfi¬ 
pelas  oedematodes.  When  this  difeafe  affefts  infants, 
and  fihews  a  tendency  to  gangrene,  the  powder  of 
Peruvian  bark,  or  fome  preparation  of  it,  fhould  be 
diligently  adminiftered.  Befides  this  remedy, the  Phy- 
ficians  of  the  Britifh  Lying-in-Hofpital  applied  fpi- 
rituous  embrocations,  particularly  the  camphorated  fpi- 
rit  of  wine,  with  fignal  fuccefs.  Dr.  Garthflioref  ob* 
ferves,  “  I  know  but  of  one  inftance,  wherein  this  mode 
of  treatment,  when  early  and  regularly  purfued,  has 
not  proved  fuccefsful ;  and  even  in  that,  its  efficacy 
in  protra6ling  life,  feemed  confiderable.”  He  adds» 
“  There  is  no  difeafe  in  which  I  can  fpeak  of  the  ap¬ 
parent  good  effects  of  the  bark  with  more  confidence 
than  in  this.  Befides  what  1  have  feen  of  its  efficacy  in 
the  Hofpital,  I  have  had  feveral  opportunities  of  pre- 

*  Dr.  George  Fordyce,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  had  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  give,  at  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  a  drachm  of  the  Peruvian  bark 
in  powder,  every  hour,  in  dangerous  states  of  the  Erysipelas.” 

Dr.  Wells. 

Med.  Communications,  Vol.  II.  pag.  S4.  37. 
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fcribing  it  for  the  fame  appearances  (though  in  a  milder 
degree),  in  private  practice.  I  have  often  feen  the  dif- 
eafe,  after  attacking  fucceflively  all  the  different  parts 
of  the  trunk  and  extremities,  at  length  yield  to  the 
continued  ufe  of  this  remedy.” 

**  Saturnine  applications,  in  fame  of  our  firft  cafes, 
where  the  bark  was  given  internally  at  the  fame  time, 
were  thought  to  be  ufeful  j.  yet,  from  a  variety  of  in- 
ftances,  which  have  occurred  fince,  I  think  I  am  juftified 
in  concluding,  that  when  ufed  by  themfelves,  they 
were  fo  far  from  fufpending,  that  they  feemed  to  acce¬ 
lerate  the  fatality  of  the  difeafe.  For  this  reafon  they 
have  been  laid  afide  at  the  Hofpital  for  many  years.” 

External  applications  are  feldom  neceffary  in  the  other 
forms  of  Eryfipelas.  In  order  to  allay  the  irritation  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  acrid  difcharge  from  the  broken  vefica- 
tions(pag. 490-3),  we  may,  from  time  to  time,  advantage- 
oufly  foment  or  wafh,  the  parts  affected,  with  milk,  bran 
and  water,  thin  gruel,  or  a  decoction  of  elder  flowers 
and  poppy-heads. 
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ir.  PEMPHIGUS. 


The  PEMPHIGUS  *  is  an  acute  difeafe,  character¬ 
ized  by  an  eruption  of  PhlyQiienae,  or  Vefications  with 
an  inflamed  bafe,  appearing  in  fucceflion  on  different 
parts  of  the  furface  of  the  body,  and  fometimes  in  the 
mouth.  It  differs  from  Eryfipelas  in  its  progrefs  and 
duration,  but  it  is  more  particularly  diflinguifhable 
from  that  difeafe,  as  it  does  not  exhibit  any  tumefac¬ 
tion,  or  rednefs,  of  the  parts  on  which  the  vefications 
appear. 

*  This  disease  is  termed  by  the  German  physicians,  Febris  bullosa, 
ampul  losa,  or,  vesicularis. 

In  Febre  pemphygode,  ampullos-^  dict&,  tarn  facies  et  os,  quam  caput 
et  alias  partes  corporis,  bullulishinc  indti  protuberantibusinterstinctas  ob- 
servantur.  Etmuller  de  Febribus  acutis,  pag.  288.  Compare  Delii  Amasn. 
Med.  Dec.  I.  Vogel,  De  Morb.  cogn.  et  curand.  §  159.  Burserii  In- 
stitut.  Med.  Pract.  Vol.  II.  Cap.  7.  Macbride’s  Introduction,  II.  389. 
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The  varieties  of  Pemphigus,  defcribed  by  medical 
writers,  may  be  arranged  under  the  titles.  Pemphigus 
vulgaris.  Pemphigus  contagiofus,  and  Pemphigus  in¬ 
fantilis.  Having  never  myfelf  feen  an  inftance  of  either 
of  the  former,  I  cannot  do  more  than  flate  what  has 
been  faid  refpefting  them  by  authors. 

1.  The  Pemphigus  vulgaris  coincides  with  the 
Pemphigus  major  of  Sauvages,  and  the  Febris  veficularis 
catarrhalis  of  Delius*.  From  the  different  accounts  of 
this  complaint,  it  appears,  that  after  a  feries  of  febrile 
fymptoms,  as  fhiverings,  heat  of  the  fkin,  head-ach, 
thirft,  naufea,  a  fenfeof  opprellion,  with  anxiety  in  the 
flomach  and  cheft,  difficulty  of  fwallowing,  and  often  a 
delirium,  the  Bullae  arife,  with  a  flight  rednefs  at  their 
bafes,  generally  on  the  fecond  or  third  day,  but,  in  fome 
cafes,  on  the  fourth,  fifth,  or  fixth  day.  They  are,  at  their 
firft  appearance,  very  fmall,  but  within  forty-eight 
hours,  they  increafe  to  the  fize  of  a  filbert  or  a  walnut, 
and  are  furrounded  by  a  dark  red  border:  they  are 
diftributed  over  all  the  furface  of  the  body,  and  fome- 
times  over  the  tongue,  fauces,  and  in  fide  of  the  cheeks. 
The  eruption  of  them  takes  place  fucceffively,  and  is,  in 
different  cafes,  compleated  in  four,  fix,  or  eight  days; 

*  Amsenitates  Medic.  Dec.  I.  Cas.  9. 
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during  that  time^  the  febrile  fymptoms,  in  which  there 
are  only  fhort  remilfions,  denote  confiderable  danger.  As 
the  bullae  or  phlycl^nae  decline,  the  contents  of  Tome  of 
them  become  yellowilh,  of  others  llightly  livid.  When 
they  are  broken,  the  ulcerated  furface  appears  alfo 
livid,  and  difcharges  a  thin  ferous  fluid  for  fome  days, 
being  finally  covered  with  a  black  or  yellowifh  fcab. 
Two  or  three  weeks  elapfe  before  thefe  fcabs  dry  off, 
and  the  cuticle  is  reftored, 

1  quote  the  following  cafe  at  large,  as  it  feems  to  have 
been  the  prototype  of  the  defcriptions  of  Pemphigus 
in  feveral  Nofologies. 

£>.  Ch.  Seliger,  de  Fehre  Femphygode,  sen  Bullosil. 

“  Minimi  rectb  eos  fentire  autumat  Cous  (De  rat. 
vict.  in  acut.),  qui  morbos  in  minutioribus  differentes, 
uno  eodemque  nomine  nuncupare  nefas  efle  ducunt. 
Licitum  itaque  erit,  fequentem  cafum  ad  Febres  bul- 
lofas  referre,  quantum  vis  ampullae  non  tanthm  fauces 
fed  alias  etiam  corporis  partes  externas  occuparint. 

..Anno  1667,  25°Augufti,  Frid.  Klimpel,  quinquagena- 
rius,  et  in  fuburbio  noftro  degens,  vicino  fuo  in  te- 
gend4  nov4  dorho  fuppetias  fert:  in  culmine  autem 
conftitutus,  maligndque  quadam  aur4  perculfus,  in- 
1  opinato 
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opinat^  dolorem  capitis  graviffimum,  cum  calore  pnc- 
ternaturali  conjunflum,  perfentifcit.  Sequent!  mane 
accerfitus  audio  patientem  de  intenfiffimo  calore,  capi- 
tifque  dolore  immaniffimo,  cum  interiorum  horripila- 
tione  quadam,  querelas  agentem.  Rebus  ergo  lie  llan- 
tibus,  pro  more  mihi  conl’ueto,  ad  nobiliora  bezoardica, 
et  alexipharmaca  prtecipitantibus  mixta,  ftatim  confu- 
giebam,  priefcriptis  aliis  pro  calore  et  fermento  febrili 
compefeendo,  et  pro  levando  capitis  dolore.  Circa 
fobs  occafum  advolat  uxor  ejufdem,  faciemque  mariti 
mirum  quantum  intumuifle  refert.  Ego,  ciim  virium 
naturalium  praefentiam  exquiliviffem,  eandem  bono 
animo  effe  jubeo,  et  continuationem  pr3sdi61i  pulveris 
impero,  Aug.  die  27“ ;  Patientem  rurfus  vifito,  fau- 
cesque  ejufdem,  et  faciem  bulbs  ade(^  defoedatam  de- 
prehendo,  ut  vix  cognofeibibs  elfet :  immo  ipfe  etiam 
collum,  manus,  thoracem,  tibiafque,  et  abas  corporis 
partes,  quae  libero  jovi  fuerant  expofitae,  bulbs  majus- 
cubs  inftar  globulorum  quibus  pueri  ludunt  conteftas 
monbrabat,  ut  ne  hilum  genuinae  et  naturalis  cutis  dig- 
nofeere  pofFem:  calor  ver6  praeternaturalis  nonnihil 
remiferat,  rebquaque  fymptomata  non  adeo^  urgentia 
erant :  ide6que  a  medicaminibus  non  deftiti,  et  fic  intra 
odiduum  patientem,  deo  benedicente,  prillino  vigori 
reftitui  *. 

*  See  -Ephem.  Ac.  Nat.  Cur.  Dec.  I.  Ann.  viii.  Obs.  56. — A  similar  case 
is  recorded  by  Sclienckius,  Obs.  Med.  2,  L.  VI.  p.  771. 
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The  firit  author,  who  employs  the  term  Pemphigus, 
is  Sauvages.  To  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  abftrafted 
from  the  above  narrative,  and  from  the  Amoenitates 
Medicae,  he  has  added  fome  flight  particulars  of  a  cafe 
under  his  own  obfervation.  “  Primum  ilium  obfervavi 
Anno  1725,  in  Nofocomio  Monfpelienli,  apud  militem 
CLii,  in  Febris  acutae  continues  initio,  numerofas  in  abdo- 
mine  et  femoribus  exoriebantur  veficae  hemifphaericas, 
pellucidae,  in  ambitu  rubrae,  quibus  correptus  fato 
ceffit.” — The  title  Pemphigus  is  likewife  applied  in 
Sauvages’s  Nofology,  and  in  feveral  Medical  Journals, 
&c.  &c.  to  an  eruption  of  Bullae,  without  fever.  Cafes 
of  this  kind  I  propofe  to  confider  under  the  next 
genus. 

Dr.  Winterbottom,  phylician  to  the  colony  at  Sierra 
Leone,  defcribed  to  me  an  eruption,  refembling  that  of 
Pemphigus,  which  he  had  obferved  on  the  fecond  day 
of  an  intermittent  or  remittent  Fever. — “  A  black  wo¬ 
man,  aged  about  forty,  was  affefted  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  14th  of  Auguft,  with  a  paroxyfmlike  the  cold  fit  of 
an  Aguey  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  This  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  great  heat,  reflleflnefs,  and  anxiety,  which 
fymptoms  continued  nearly  through  the  night,  and 
then  terminated  by  a  profufe  perfpiration.  On  the 
15th,  fhe  felt  a  troublefome  itching  on  one  arm,  and 
obferved  there  an  eruption  of  veficles  or  bullae.  The 

•  fize 
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fize  of  them  prefently  equalled  that  of  a  filbert  nut.— 
In  the  evening,  fhe  had  a  return  of  the  febrile  heat,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  ftrong  perfpiration,  but  not  preceded,  as 
before,  by  a  cold  ftage. — ‘When  I  faw  her  on  the  idth, 
fhe  was  free  from  complaint,  but  much  alarmed  at  the 
appearance  of  the  bullas,  of  which  there  were  fix  on 
the  right  arm,  one  above  the  inner  condyle,  the  refl  on 
the  infide  of  the  fore-arm.  When  opened,  they  dif- 
charged  each  about  half  a  teafpoonful  of  a  thin  yel- 
lowifh  fluid,  and  in  a  few  days,  the  fuperficial  ulcera¬ 
tions  were  fkinned  over;  the  paroxyfm  did  not  return, 
though  the  only  medicine  adminiflered  was  a  dose  of 
falts.” 

In  the  cafe  of  Pemphigus  reported  by  Dr.  Dickfon 
to'the  members  of  the  Royal  Iritti  Academy*,  a  mid¬ 
dle-aged  delicate  woman,  who  had  been  much  fatigued 
by  attending  her  hulband  through  a  low  Fever,  was 
herfelf  affeflied  with  fymptoms  of  fever,  and  with  a 
fore-throat.  On  the  4th  day  of  the  fever,  there  were 
large  vefications  on  the  tongue  and  infides  of  the 
cheeks,  filled  with  yellowifh  ferum.  On  the  5th  and 
6th  days,  fimilar  vefications  appeared  fucceffively,  on 
her  cheft,  right  arm,  neck,  and  cheek.  Others,  of  dif¬ 
ferent  fizes,  appeared  on  the  qth,  10th,  and  13th  days, 
chiefly. over  the  abdomen.  Each  fet  of  veficles  conti- 


*  Transactions,  Vol.  I.  1787* 
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nued  four  or  five  days,  when  the  lymph  was  difcharged, 
and  the  cuticle  became  fhrivelled.  The  fever  was,  at 
firfl,  attended  with  delirium,  and,  at  the  latter  end,  with 
confiderable  diforder  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels  ;  thefe 
fymptoms  abated  on  the  15th  day,  on  the  appearance 
of  the  catamenia,  and  the  patient  was  foon  afterwards 
reflored  to  health. 

Dr.  Dickfon  mentions,  as  a  peculiarity  of  this  difor¬ 
der  ob/erved  by  him  in  two  inflances,  “  that  the  vefi- 
cles  took  poffelfion  of  the  internal  parts  of  the  body, 
and  proceeded  in  fucceffion  (fome  riling,  while  others 
decayed)  from  the  mouth  downwards,  through  the 
whole  alimentary  canal.” — The  principal  remedies  em¬ 
ployed  by  him  in  this  cafe,  were  Peruvian  Bark  and 
anodynes. 

2.  Pemphigus  contagiosus.  The  only  circum- 
flantial  account  of  an  epidemic  and  contagious  difeafe, 
anfwering  to  the  definition  of  Pemphigus,  is  given  by 
a  Swifs  phyfician.  Dr.  Langhans,  in  the  Ada  Helvetica*, 
Tom.  II.  pag.  260. — Dr.  Cullen  thinks  the  difeafe  there 
deferibed,  mufl;  have  been  the  malignant  Sore  throat, 
and  Dr.  Frank  refers  it  to  the  Scarlatina  anginofa. 

*  His  Essay  is  entitled.  Brevis  delineatio  Morbi  qui.  Anno  1752,  in 
Valle  Simmi^,  epideniice  grassatns  est : — Tlie  annexed  translation  of  it 
was  made  by  my  friend  Dr.  Cooke. 
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They  are  not,  however,  fufhciently  warranted  to  make 
this  conclufion  from  Dr.  Langhans’  flatement  of  the 
fymptoms,  which  is  as  follows. 

“  Towards  the  end  of  the  laft  winter,  an  epidemical 
difeafe  of  a  very  peculiar  nature,  hitherto  undefcribed 
and  unknown,  made  its  appearance  in  this  country, 
and  prevailed,  through  the  whole  fucceeding  fummer, 
in  fo  violent  a  degree,  that  all  perfons  affected  by  it 
died.  It  was  fo  highly  infeflious,  that  no  perfon  efcaped 
it,  who  had  for  any  length  of  time  been  expofed  to  the 
contagion;  hence  it  fpread  through  whole  families, 
with  great  rapidity.” 

“  This  difeafe  bears  more  refemblance  to  the  Vene¬ 
real  difeafe  than  to  any  other  with  which  we  are  ac¬ 
quainted,  but  with  this  difference,  that  the  foimer 
proves  fatal  in  twenty-four  hours,  while  the  latter  may 
continue  for  years. — It  begins  with  a  flight  almoft  im¬ 
perceptible  pain,  with  a  fenfe  of  tenfion  in  the  fauces, 
extending  from  behind  the  ears  to  the  anterior  part  of 
the  thorax,  accompanied  by  fliivering,  cold,  and  naufea, 
as  in  intermittent  Fevers,  but  with  little  or  no  heat.  In 
fome  cafes,  in  the  beginning  of  the  complaint,  a  green ifli 
bilious  matter  is  brought  up  by  vomiting.  The  pulfe 
is  weaker  than  natural.  The  neck  is  often  fwelled  ex¬ 
ternally  ;  and  internally  in  the  fauces,  about  the  uvula 
and  the  mufcles  of  the  pharynx,  bullae,  or  puflules, 

about 
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about  the  fize  of  a  filbert,  are  obfervable,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  are  not  accompanied  with  much  pain.  They  often 
contain  a  yellow  ichor,  of  a  very  difagreeable  fmell. 
In  other  parts  of  the  body  alfo,  as  in  the  groins,  be¬ 
tween  the  thighs,  about  the  pudenda,  on  the  fingers, 
the  lips,  &c.  fimilar  puftules  arife,  from  which  an 
ichorous  matter  iffues,  whether  the  puftules  burft  fpon- 
taneoufly,  or  be  opened  by  a  lancet,  which  is  fome- 
times  neceffary,  in  order  to  prevent  the  ichor  from 
injuring  the  {kin,  or  fubjacent  parts.  As  the  difeafe 
proceeds,  on  the  fecond,  third,  or  fourth  day,  the  puf¬ 
tules  in  the  fauces  collapfe,  and  in  their  places  whitifli 
crufts  appear,  a  fenfe  of  anxiety  in  the  thorax  is  expe¬ 
rienced,  and  the  external  tumor  of  the  neck  either 
begins  to  recede,  or  it  encreafes  and  degenerates  into 
an  abscefs.  If  this  abscefs  be  immediately  opened,  the 
life  of  the  patient  will  be  preferved  ;  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  if  a  fenfe  of  weight  be  perceived  in  the  thorax 
before  the  fwelling  of  the  neck  and  the  puftules  in  the 
fauces  have  difappeared,  or  the  abfceftes  have  been 
formed,  the  patient  dies,  as  if  fuffocated  by  the  burfting 
of  an  empyema.” 

“  It  is  curious  to  obferve,  that  perfons  fometimes 
die  fuddenly  on  the  retropulfion  of  the  matter  of  the 
puftules,  without  any  preceding  fuppuration. — The 
following  are  the  ufual  circumftances  obfervable,  when 
the  difeafe  terminates  favourably.  Whenever  it  hap¬ 
pens. 
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penSi  that  the  poifonous  matter  by  feme  febrile  aflion 
is  driven  from  the  fauces  to  the  external  parts  of  the 
body,  the  danger  ceafes.  Thus  the  difeafe  is  termi¬ 
nated  by  abfeeffes  in  the  inguinal  or  axillary  glands,  or 
in  thofe,  which  under  the  name  of  conglobate  glands, 
begin  behind  the  ears,  and  following  the  courfe  of  the 
jugular  veins,  defeend  into  the  thorax,  and  to  the  lides 
of  the  afpera  arteria,  and  cefophagus,  to  the  flomach,  and 
to  the  lungs.  Puftules  arifing  in  other  external  parts, 
alfo  afford  relief,  'i'he  fingers  often  are  furrounded 
with  a  fort  of  vefication,  in  which  the  whole  of  the 
poifonous  matter  is  collefled,  and  thence  at  length  ex¬ 
pelled.  This  virus  affeds  no  parts  of  the  body  more 
than  the  above  mentioned  conglobate  glands.  It  leaves 
the  blood  almoft  entirely  untouched,  but  it  fo  changes 
the  lymph  and  ferum,  that  the  latter,  after  remaining  a 
very  fhort  time  pent  up  in  the  glands,  is  changed  into 
the  matter  of  an  abfeefs.” 

“  The  inhabitants  of  the  difirid,  where  this  virulent 
difeafe  prevailed,  are  of  opinion,  that  it  derived  its 
origin  from  the  fogs  which,  about  the  end  of  the 
laft  winter,  infelled  their  whole  country,  and  which 
are  fo  unufual  at  that  feafon.  Their  mode  of  living 
no  doubt,  renders  them  more  fufceptible  of  this  at- 
mofpheric  poifon.  They  indulge  much  in  the  ufe  of 
fpirituous  liquors,  fuch  as  malt-fpirit,  cherry-brandy, 

&c. 
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&c.  and  they  are  in  the  habit  of  eating  a  very  fat  and 
acrid  kind  of  cheefe.” 

“  The  mode  of  treatment  which  I  adopted,  with  a 
view  to  cure  this  difeafe,  was  as  follows.  I  ordered 
venefe6lion  to  the  extent  of  from  ten  to  fourteen  ounces, 
in  order  that  the  matter  abforbed  into  the  blood  might 
be  diminifhed,  the  circulation  rendered  more  free,  and 
the  fluids  be  determined  from  the  center  to  the  exter¬ 
nal  furface.  In  fome  cafes,  the  bleeding  was  repeated 
on  the  fecond  day.  After  venefedion,  a  large  blifter 
was  immediately  applied  to  the  finciput,  and  the  neck 
was  covered  with  bread  and  milk  poultices,  which 
were  renewed  about  every  fecond  hour,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  patient  was  ordered  to  take  the  following 
draught. 

R.  Oxymel.  fcillit. 

- helleborat.  ail  drach.  ij 

Mellis  rof. 

Spin  nitri  dulc.  aa  drach.  j 
Superb ibatur  alius  hauflus 
R.  Aq.  Scordii  unc.  iij 
Mixt.  Simpl.  s.  camph.  fcrup.  j 
“  After  taking  thefe  medicines,  the  bed-clothes  being 
properly  arranged,  the  patient,  in  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  began  to  fall  into  a  profufe  perfpiration,  which  I 
encouraged  for  four  or  fix  hours,  by  adminiftering 
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fage-tea,  or  milk  whey.  By  this  treatment,  the  pa¬ 
tients,  on  the  following  day,  found  themfelves  greatly 
relieved,  the  external  tumours  almoft  entirely  difap- 
pearing,  together  with  the  puftules,  which  the  day  be 
fore  had  been  fo  confpicuous  in  the  fauces.  In  order 
however,  to  fecure  them  from  a  return  of  the  com¬ 
plaint,  I  pr^fcribed,  on  the  following  day,  a  refolv- 
ent  powder  of  fal  ammoniac  and  nitre,  to  be  taken 
every  three  hours,  in  fage-tea,  of  which  large  draughts 
were  likewife  afterwards  to  be  adminillered,  and  in  the 
evening  I  ordered  a  dofe  of  Theriaca  Andromachi,  with 
Aqua  Scordii,  by  which  means  profufe  perfpirations 
were  again  induced.  After  health  had  thus  been  re- 
llored,  I  kept  the  bowels  open  conftantly  for  fome 
days,  with  a  decoftion  of  black  hellebore,  and  Seidlitz 
fait.” 

It  frequently  happened,  however,  that  my  alfift- 
ance  was  not  called  for,  till  after  the  puftules  in  the 
fauces  had  collapfed,  and  the  fubjacent  flelh  had  be¬ 
come  corroded  by  the  ichor,  and  the  glands  of  the 
neck  and  thorax  had  fuppurated.  In  fuch  cafes,  I 
found  it  neceflary  to  proceed  in  a  different  way,  and 
to  recommend  that  the  tumors  fhould  be  foftened,  and 
brought  forwards,  till  they  were  fit  to  be  opened,  and 
that  the  external  ulcers  of  the  fauces  fhould  be  kept 
clean,  by  a  gargle,  confifting  of  a  folution  of  the  pow_ 
3Z  der 
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der  above-mentioned,  by  which  means  the  healing  pro- 
cefs  was  belt  promoted,  where  the  lungs  had  not  been 
corroded  by  the  ichor.” 

“  Thus,  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  have  accurately  defcribed 
the  nature  of  this  difeafe,  and  have  pointed  out  a 
method  of  cure,  which,  although  I  at  firft  employed  it 
with  anxiety  and  hefitation,  I  can  now  with  pleafure 
recommend  to  all  perfons  labouring  under  the  com¬ 
plaint,  with  the  mofl;  fanguine  hope,  that  it  will  effe£l  a 
fpeedy  cure." 

In  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Langhans,  this  difeafe  is  with¬ 
out  a  parallel  in  medical  writings,  either  antient,  or 
modern.  Sauvages,  under  the  title  Pemphigus  caf- 
trenfis,  has  quoted  from  M.  Thierry  an  account  of  a 
contagious  epidemic  Fever,  attended  with  vefications. 
I  will  infert  his  defcription  of  it,  but  muft  at  the  fame 
time  obferve,  it  is  fo  deficient  and  unfatisfadory,  that 
the  nature  or  ckarader  of  the  difeafe,  cannot  be  de¬ 
cided  upon  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

II  regnoit  en  1736  une  maladie  fort  contagieufe  a 
Prague :  les  refources  et  les  reflexions  le  la  faculty 
6toient  epuifees.  Toutes  les  methodes  echouoient 
centre  la  ferocitfe  du  mal.  Un  grand  praticien  de  cette 

*  Medkine  esperimeatale,pag,  134.  Paris,  7?56. 
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ville,  qui  n’etoit  pas  plus  avanc^  que  les  autres>  confi- 
derant  un  jour  les  velicules  qui  s’elevoient  fur  le  peau 
(j’en  ai  vu  auffi  grofles  que  des  noifettes),  il  trouva 
qu’elles  reffembloient  a  cedes  que  forment  les  v6fica- 
toires ;  il  foupponna  que  le  ferment  acre,  qui  dominoit 
dans  les  humeiirs,  pouvoit^'tre  du  m^me  caraftere  que 
celui  que  fourniflent  les  mouches  cantharides.  D’apres 
cette  idee,  il  ordonna  le  vinaigre  bezoardique  a  fes  ma- 
lades,  et  les  fauva  tous,  tandis  qu’il  n’en  echappoit 
prefque  aucun  entre  les  mains  des  autres  medecins. 

It  feems  proper  here  to  mention  the  peftilential  Pem¬ 
phigus,  or  a  fjmptomatic  appearance  of  bullae  and 
phlyclaen^e,  in  peftilential  Fever,  a  diftinfl  account  of 
which  may  be  found  in  Dr.  Hodges’s  Hiftory  of  the 
Plague  in  alfo  in  Barbette  and  Etmuller  on 

the 


*  De  Vesiculis  Pcslilentialibus,  AnglicJi,  Blaines.  Papulis  his  in  resi- 
culam  exurgere  solenne  erat«um  dolore  lancinante  et  exquisito,  humore 
inths  seroso,  idhote,  colotis  nt  plnriniiitii  citrini,  et  velut  stfrtminei, 
■circulo  diversicolori,  pluries  rubicundo,  jnunitis  Sc  circiimdatis.  Pustulae 
haj  in  quavis  corporis  parte  emerserunt,  quarum  uti  static  varia,  ila  eorum 
numerus  omninb  incertus,— in  quibusdam  panes,  plures  in  aliis;  nnam 
sexus  sequioris  vidi  totam  iis  scatentem ;  quoad  magnitudinem,  nulla  regula 
assi<^nari  poterat,  vesicuTae  enim  plurimse  fabam  miiiorem  adsequabant 
quandoque  tamen  intumuerunt  grandiusculse  nuci  myristicre  baud  im¬ 
parts.  liqROf  iaclasaa  snppuratioais  omniirG  ineapax  erat,  qui  bfpote 
3  Z  2  9»linu«, 
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the  Peftilence  +.  This  appearance  differs  from  the  ve- 
ficular  eruption,  which  fometimes  precedes  Carbuncles, 
as  mentioned  by  Galen  J  and  by  all  the  antient  phy- 
ficians,  and  lately  defcribed  by  Affalini  &c. 

Galen  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Dreadful  appearance 
of  theFebres  pemphigodes,”  mentioned  by  Hippocrates, 
confifted  in  an  eruption  of  phly6l2enae,  with  ulcera¬ 
tions  ||.  As  an  inftance,  he  quotes  from  Thucydides’s 
Hillory  of  the  Plague  at  Athens,  a  palfage,  where  fuch 
an  eruption  is  particularly  noticed  **.— A  limilar  ap- 

salinus,  et  fere  causticus,  post  tantillam  moram  eruptS.  vet  eorrosa  cystl 
effundebatur,  cujus  color  nunc  citrinus,  nunc  lividus,  nunc  nigerrimus  r 
circulus  insuper  tuberculum  ambiens,  non  semper  unius  faciei  erat,  in, 
flammatio  licet  summa  in  principio  hujusmodi  eruptionis  apparuerit.  Pe 
Pest.  Lond.  pag,  120. 

•jj  Barbette,  Tractat.  de  Peste ;  op.  pag.  300.  Etmull.  Cblleg.  Pract. 
pag.  363 . 

J  De  Turn,  praet.  nat. 

§  On  the  Plague,  &c.  See  Dr.  Neale’s  translation,,  pag.  54. 

II  Attna;  yap  iJsi*  wjjaJHywJea;  Trvfiln;  eifnaSai  «-poa-St»  inron  £a»  pctla  ^vxlcuuir  xtu 

yoovlai.— The  author  of  the  "  Medical  Definitions”  attributed  to 
Galen,  defines  Pebris  emphysodes  or  pemphigodes,  as  follows  :  "  It  is  a. 
Fever,  which  by  the  intenseness  of  the  heat,  produces  blisters  (pxuxW*;) 
in  the  mouth.” 

**  K«i  TO  at!r7op«ii«  g-uj^oi,  sit  «y«»  $ip/iOK  afl{  p^j^apoy,  owtpoSoy, 
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pearance  occurs,  in  fome  cafes  of  the  Typhus  or 
contagious  malignant  Fever,  efpecially  during  the 
fummer.  Vefications  with  a  livid  bafe,  containing  ’d 
blackilh  lymph,  arife  in  fucceffion  on  the  legs,  feet, 
and  arms.  They  are  about  the  fize  of  hazle-nuts,  and 
ufually  intermixed  with  patches  of  the  Erythema 
fugax,  (pag.  473),  or  with  petechiae  and  vibices.  I 
have  feen  them  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  fever,  and  ob- 
ferved,  when  they  appear  thus  early,  that  the  difeafe 
has  always  a  fatal  termination  *. 

3.  The  Pemphigus  infantilis  exhibits  irregular 
oblong  vefications  or  phlyftsenae,  of  a  confiderable  fize, 
and  generally  flattened  at  the  top.  They  are  at  lirfl; 
fmall  and  tranfparent,  but  as  they  enlarge,  the  fluid 
contained  in  them  affuraes  a  purplilh  hue,  and  finally 
becomes  turbid,  from  a  flight  admixture  of  pus.  They 
are  alfo  furrounded  by  an  inflamed  border  of  a  livid, 
red  colour.  This  eruption  fometimes  appears  in  infants 
two  or  three  days  after  birth f,  on  the  neck,  and  upper, 
part  of  the  breafl,  on  the  abdomen,  the  groin,  the  fcro- 
tum,  and  inner  part  of  the  thighs.  When  the  fluid  is. 
difcharged,  after  the  vefications  break,  the  ulcerated 
furface  is  not  difpofed  to  heal,  but  fpreads  beyond  its 

*  See  Medical  Commentaries  for  1774,  and  Reports  on  Diseases  in; 
London,  July  1794,  pag.  107. 

t  In  one  case,  it  occurred  ten  months  after  birth. 
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original  boundary,  and  becomes  extremely  painful. 
As  the  vefications  arife  one  after  another  in  different 
places,  and  are  all  fucceeded  by  ulcerations,  the  difeafe 
continues  with  little  remiffion,  for  feveral  days, — gene¬ 
rally  till  the  patient  expires  under  the  complicated  dif- 
trefs,  arifing  from  pain,  lofs  of  deep,  and  violent  fever.- — 
The  children  thus  affe61ed,  are  often  weak  and  ema¬ 
ciated,  with  a  dry  fhrivelled  fkin.  In  the  few  cafes 
which  I  have  feen,  the  mode  of  treatment  above  recom¬ 
mended  in  the  Eryfipelas  of  new-born  infants,  was 
adopted,  but  with  little  fuccefs. 

This  complaint  is  ranked  with  the  Herpes  erylipe- 
latofus  feu  volaticus  infantum,  in  the  A61a  Natur.  Cu- 
riofor.*,  and  by  Dr.  Buckner,  Mifcellanea  Phyfico- 
Medico-Mathematica,  Ann,  1727.  It  is  properly  de- 
fcribed  in  the  Commentaria  Med.  Lips,  from  Dr.  C.  J. 
GEhme’s  Differtatio  inauguralis,  Lipfiae  1773. 

Inter  vitia  integumentorum  Cl.  CEhme  contemplatur 
exanthema  illud  quod  Germanis  Schiilblaffen  appella- 
tur,  et  creberrime  in  recens  natis  apparet.  Sunt  vefi- 
culae  majores  limpidam  aquam  continentes,  qua?  mar- 
ginem  inflammatoriam  oftendunt.  Apparent  prim6  ad 
inguina,  inde  ad  umbilici  viciniam,  axillas,  et  digitos 
deferuntur,  et  poft  tres  quatuorve  dies,  exficcatce  de- 

*  The  case  stated  by  Dr.  J.  R.Zuinger,  voL  I.  Obs.  8h  difers,  in  some 
particulars,  from  the  cases  presented  to  my  own  observation. 
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cidunt.  Servant  haec  exanthemata  typum  morbi  quafi 
epidemici,  ut  uno  anno  frequentius  &  copiofius  occur- 
rant  quam  in  altero. 

The  Pemphigus  infantilis,  though  different  in  ap¬ 
pearance,  is  certainly  analogous  to  the  Eryfipelas  of 
infants,  fpag.  503),  and  feems  to  originate  from  the  fame 
caufes. 


The  Pemphigus  Indicus,  of  which  Sauvages  has 
taken  his  idea  from  Bontius,  De  Epidemiis  in  India 
morbis,  Obf.  3.  was  merely  a  fymptomatic  eruption  of 
phlyftgen^  in  the  malignant  Dyfentery,  accompanied 
with  petechiae  and  gangrenous  ulcers  In  the  fame 
place,  he  improperly  cites  Morton’s  Pyretologia,  (Ap¬ 
pendix,  pag.  ult.)  as  referring  to  a  fimilar  eruption  of 
veficles,  in  the  Fever  of  the  year  i6gi,  which  was  at¬ 
tended  with  diarrhoea,  or  a  flight  dyfentery.  Dr.  Mor¬ 
ton,  however,  feems  to  exprefs,  by  the  terms  Veficulae 

*  Rev.  ac  doctiss.  vir  Joannes  Cavallerius,  circa  idem  tempus  correp- 
tus  est  Febre  ardente,  superveniente  Dysenteric  atrabiliaria,  quae  cum  per 
aliquot  dies  continuasset,  eruperunt  sub  axillis,  in  tergo  circa  Jumbos,  et 
inguinrbus,  etiam  in  collo,  pustulse  ae  vesicse  quaedam,  plenje  ac  distentse 
pure  viridi,  et  subj.ectam  cutem  ad  carnem  usque  erodente,  quas  nobis 
primC  facie  spem  criseos  faciebant ;  sed  Dysenteric  non  cessante,  nec 
febre,  cum  phrenitide  ingravescente,  probissimus  simul  et  doctissimus 
juveuis  ex  hac  vitC  ad  coelbs  raptus  est 
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aqueae,  a  miliary  eruption  fcattered  over  the  neck  and 
breaft,  in  fome  cafes,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  difeafe. 

The  eruption  of  Hydroa  or  Hydatides,  mentioned 
by  Carol.  Pifo,  Obf.  147-150,  pag.  439,  has  been  like- 
wife  termed  Pemphigus,  by  Sauvages  and  others,  but 
it  was  evidently  nothing  more  than  a  fymptomatic  ap¬ 
pearance  of  miliary  veficles,  which  occurred  in  the  lali: 
ftage  of  a  Fever  (Synochus  putris),  and  which  termi¬ 
nated  by  defquamation,  not,  according  to  the  account  of 
Pemphigus,  by  fcahs,  or  extenfive  excoriations. 

Sauvages’s  fifth  fpecies.  Pemphigus  Brafilienfis,  is  faid 
to  be  produced  by  handling  the  Coluber  bicephalus, 
either  alive  or  dead ;  but  we  might  as  reafonably  affign 
a  place  in  nofology,  to  the  appearance  excited  by  rub¬ 
bing  the  fkin  with  the  Meloe  veficatorius  *,  or  with 
the  fhell  of  the  cafhew  nut. 

A  cafe  in  the  Ad.  Nat.  Cur.  vol,  IX.  Obf.  18.  en- 

*  This  has  been  occasionally  done,  and  with  a  striking  effect,  by  per¬ 
sons  who  wished  to  attract  attention,  and  to  benefit  by  the  commisera¬ 
tion  they  excited.  Some  time  ago,  a  woman  applied  to  Dr.  Meyer  for 
medical  advice  and  assistance,  and  shewed  on  her  arms,  &c.  an  extensive 
eruption  of  bullae,  of  the  size  of  hazle-nuts.  Her  account  not  being  very 
consistent,  some  suspicion  arose,  and,  on  the  second  or  third  visit,  she 
was  betrayed  by  the  shining  particles  of  cantharides,  which,  on  a  close 
examination,  were  observable  in  the  furrows  of  the  skin. 
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titled  Febris  acuta,  veficulofo-eryfipelacea,  has  alfo 
been  confidered  as  a  cafe  of  Pemphigus;  but,  on 
clofely  attending  to  the  fymptoms  *  we  (hall  find  that 
the  difeafe  was  the  Scarlatina  anginofa,  and  that  the 
veficular  appearance  was  nothing  more  than  the  fymp- 
tomatic  eruption  defcribed  above,  pages  258,  278. 

The  cafes  ftated  in  the  firfl:  volume  of  Medical  Fafls 
and  Obfervations,  (pag.  205},  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Blagden,  do 
not  agree  with  other  accounts  of  the  Pemphigus  :  I  am 
inclined  to  think  the  difeafe  defcribed  was  the  Swine* 
pox,  entitled  by  Sauvages,  after  Cuifon,  Hydrachnis, 
and  by  other  writers  Chryftalli,  Variolas  fpurias.  Variolas 
aqueae  or  lymphaticae.  Varicella,  &c.  Some  of  the 
vefications,  in  this  complaint,  increafe  to  a  confider- 
able  fize,  and  they  are  often  fucceeded  by  ulcerations, 
and  cicatrices  or  pits,  as  Mr.  Blagden  has  mentioned. 
The  appellation  he  has  given  to  it,  is  countenanced  by 
Dr.  Frank,  who  denominates  the  Swine-pox,  Pemphigus 
variolodes. 

On  concluding  the  account  of  Pemphigus  as  given  by 

*  Insignis  in  tola  corporis  superficie  rubor— deglutitio  difficilis — niox 
inflammatio  et  suppuratio  in  ore  et  faucibus, — delirium  suinmum,— ple- 
naria  virium  proslratio,  &c.  &c.  pag.  57- — Sexto  morbl  die,  niultae  vesi- 
culic  in  tolo  corpore,  imprimis  circa  digitos  manuum  pedumque,  adpare- 
bant,  qure  forfice  apertae  purulentam  tenuem  materiain  fundebant,  ciUi- 
culadeinde  sqiiamularum  more  secedente,  &c.  pag.  58. 

.  4  A 
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medical  authors,  I  take  the  liberty  of  propofing  the 
following  queries : 

1.  Whether  the  cafe  quoted  from  Seliger  (page  524), 
is  not  a  cafe  of  the  Eryfipelas  phlegmonodes,  with  fome 
incidental  variations  *  ? 

2.  Whether  in  the  cafes  quoted  from  Sauvages  and 
Thierry,  and  from  the  Tranfa61;ions  of  the  R.  Irilh 
Academy  (pag.  527),  the  eruption  was  not  fymptomatic,, 
and  connected  with  the  Typhus  or  pellilential  Fever, 
in  the  manner  Rated,,  pag.  535-7? 

3.  Whether  the  difeafe  defcribed  by  Dr.  Langhans 
was  not  rather  endemic  than  epidemic  or  contagious  +, 

and 

*'  Compare  the  caae  in  Schencldi  Obs.  Med.  pag.  771.  Anotlier  case 
in  the  Acta  Soc.  Reg,  Med..Hauniensis,  vol.  I.  has  been  quoted  as  a  case 
of  Pemphigus,  although  the  author  himself.  Dr.  Gulbrand,  termed  rhe  dis¬ 
ease  he  described.  Erysipelas  vesiculosum. 

4  No  mention  being  made  of  this-  disease  in  the  succeeding  volumes  of 
the  Acta  Helvetica,  or  by  any  other  author,  we  have  not  the  means  of 
reconciling  Dr.  Langhans’s  contradictory  account  of  it..  In  the  first  pa¬ 
ragraph,  he  informs  us  the  disease  was  universally  fiital :  Per  totam  mstar 
tern,  sequali  vehementia>  duravit,  ita  ut  omnes,  qui  eo  corripiebantur, , 
obierint.  In  the  secand  paragraph,  he  compares  it  to  the  Lues  venerea, 
noticing,  however,  one  striking  difference,— that  it  proved  mortal  in  less- 
than  twenty-four  hours.  Notwithstanding  these  unqualified  observations,, 
he  enumerates,.in  the  succeeding  page,  the  usual,  and  favourable  modes>. 
in  which  the  disease  terminated — Ordinarii  ac  sal u tares  morbi  exitus,  quir 
bus  segri  ab  omni  malo  liberari  solent..  He  also  says,  that,  in  many  cases,, 
his  attendance  was  not  requested,  till  the  vesicles  in  the  throat  were  coD 
lapsed,  and  the  glands  had  suppurated,  circumstances  which,  according. 
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and  referable  to  fome  local  caufe,  like  the  Mai  des  Ar¬ 
dens,  &c.  as  mentioned  above,  pag.  499,  note  ? 

Not  having  been  able  to  procure  the  Amcenitates 
Medicae,  to  which  Sauvages  refers,  I  do  not  polfefs  all 
the  evidences  refpeding  the  exiftence  of  the  Febris  bul- 
lofa  or  Pemphigus,  and  cannot,  therefore,  properly 
give  a  definitive  opinion  upon  it.  I  muft,  however, 
obferve,  that  if  the  Pemphigus  had  ever  exifted  in 
Europe,  according  to  the  nofological  definition  of  it 
as  an  idiopathic,  epidemical,  and  contagious  difeafe, 
like  the  Peftilence,  Small-pox,  or  Scarlatina,  it  could 
not  now  have  afforded  us  a  fubje6l  of  controverfy. 

to  his  own  statement,  took  place  on  the  second,  third,  or  fourth  day  of  the 
disease  (prout  morbus  incepit):  see  above  pag.  530,’533. — Dr.  L.’s  ac¬ 
count  of  the  causes,  is  likewise  unsatisfactory.  If  thick  fogs,  cherry- 
brandy,  whiskey,  and  rancid  cheese,  could  produce  so  singular  a  disorder, 
we  should  long  ago  have  had  reason  to  lament  its  existence  and  devasta¬ 
tion  in  the  British  Isles. — Respecting  the  treatment,  medical  readers  can¬ 
not  fail  to  remark  how  inadequate  the  plan  proposed  by  Dr.  Langhans 
would  be  to  arrest  the  progress  of  a  contagious  Fever,  so  virulent,  and  so 
fatal,  as  that  which  he  has  described. 

*  PEMPHIGUS.  Typhus  contagiosa;  primo,secundo  vel  tertio  morbi 
die,  in  variis  partibus,  Vesiculae,  avellanee  magnitudine,  per  plures  dies 
manentesj  tandem  ichorem  tenuem  fundentes.  Cullen. 

MORTA.  Phlyctrense  aliquot  in  abdomine,  sive  artubus,  magnitudine 
avcllanas : — Febris  diaria,  malignissiina,  funestissima.  Linn. 

4  A  2 
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III.  POMPHOLYX. 


TThE  POMPHOLYX  is  an  eruption  of  Bullie,  (pag.. 
485),  without  any  inflammation  round  them,  and  with¬ 
out  fever*.  This  complaint  is  termed  by  Sauvages 
Pemphigus  line  pyrexid,  and  by  Plenk,  Pemphigus  apy- 
retos  ;  but  as  it  differs  in  the  moll  material  points  from. 
Erylipelas,  and  from  the  Pemphigus  defcribed  by  No- 
fologifts,  I  have  applied  to  it  a  new  generic  title. — The 
terms  Pomphos  and  Pompholyx,  originally  fignified  an 
air-bubble,  but  were  afterwards  employed  in  medical 
language,  to  exprefs  reddilh  and  rounded  elevations  of 
the  cuticle,  containing  a  watery  fluid  +.  Pemphix,  from 
whence  is  derived  the  word  Pemphigus,  denoted  a 
fmall  velicle  or  Phlyftaena  J. 

*  See  Plater,  De  Phljctaenis,  tom.  II.  p.  673. 

Eira«a;a<rEi{  ts  Sepfialof  ojjSwSees  te  «/*a  xat  vrteJafat;  SEEfEuSEij,  Galen  Exe- 
ges.  And.  Lib.  2.  De  Mulier. 

$  See  Galen  Comment.  6.  in  Epidem.  Lib.  t. 
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I  propofe  to  confider  three  varieties  of  the  Pompho- 
lyx;  Pompholyx  benignus,  Pompholyx  diutinus,  and 
Pompholyx  folitarius. 

1.  The  Pompholyx  benignus  exhibits  diftinfl;  tranf- 
parent  bullse,  of  about  the  iize  of  a  pea,  or,  in  fome 
cafes,  as  large  as  a  hazel  nut.  Thefe  appear,  in  fuc- 
ceflion,.  on  the  legs,  arms,  chin,  temples,  or  cheeks,  and 
break  in  three  or  four  days,  difcharging  the  lymph  * 
they  had  contained.  The  excoriations  prefently  heal, 
and  the  cuticle  is  reftored,  without  a  pit  or  cicatrix. 
This  eruption,  which  is  not  attended  with  any  manifeft 
diforder  of  the  conftitution,  arifes  from  very  different 
caufes.  Boys  are  fometimes  affeSted  with  it  for  a  week 
or  two  in  hot  weather.  I  have  known  it  occur,  in  the 
fame  perfon,  three  times  during  one  fummer.  A  fimilar 
appearance  has  been  obferved  in  fome  young  perfons  of 
an  irritable  conftitution,  after  taking  a  few  grains  of  mer¬ 
cury  ;  in  others,  the  eruption  has  been  produced  by  the 
a6lion  of  acrid  vegetable  fubftances  on  the  ftomach. — 
Infants  are  often  afiefted  with  the  Pompholyx  benignus- 
during  the  period  of  dentition  :  the  bullae  generally  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  face,  thighs,  arras,  and  fides  of  the  abdomen, 

*  According  to  Mr.  Gaitslvell’s  experiments,  “  the  fluid  contained  in 
the  vesicles  of  Pompholyx  is  less  saline,  and  contains  a  less  proportion  of 
coagulable  lymph  than  the  serum  of  the  blood,  there  being  only  two- 
grains  of  coagulum  in  thirty-two  grains-of  the  vesicular  fluid.”  Mem.  of 
tlie  Med,  .Soc.  of  London,  vol.  lV.  art.  l.. 

and 
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and  are  foon  removed,  without  any  difagreeable  confe- 
quence*. — An  eruption  of  the  fame  kind  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  in  a  few  inftances,  after  Vaccine  Inoculation  t. 
This  might  be  owing  to  the  application  of  dried  matter, 
which  had  undergone  fome  change  in  it’s  conveyance 
from  one  place  to  another,  for  no  fuch  eruption,  fo  far 
as  I  can  learn,  has  occurred  in  London,  where  recent 
fluid  is  generally  employed. 

2.  The  PoMPHOLYx  DiuTiNus,  IS  SL  tcdious  and 
painful  diforder,  chiefly  affeamg  perfons  of  a  debili¬ 
tated  conftitution,  and  particularly  fevere  in  thofe 
who  are  of  an  advanced  age.  It  commences  with  nu- 

*  Foresti  Obs.  Chirurg.  8.  Lib.  II.  Lond.  Med.  Journal,  vol.  XL 
pag.  234. 

Dr.  Underwood  remarks,  "  that  this  eruption  takes  ])lace  both  in  bowel 
complaints  and  teething.”  On  the  Diseases  of  Children,  vol.  I. 

I  have  often  seen  what  I  suppose  to  be  a  milder  form  of  the  Pem¬ 
phigus  infantilis,  above  described.  Solitary  vesications  arise  in  different 
parts,  clilefly  about  the  neck,  and  lingers,  and  on  the  inside  of  the  thighs. 
These  are  tilled  with  a  thin  yellowish  fluid;  the  edges  of  the  base  appear 
reddish,  but  the  redness  extends  a  very  little  way  from  the  blister.  When 
the  vesication  is  broken,  the  surface  underneath  appears  red,  but  does  not 
ulcerate  extensively.  Children  thus  affected,  are  sometimes  pale  and 
languid,  but  they  do  not  appear  to  suffer  much  pain.  A  cordial  plan  of 
treatment  usually  restores  them  to  health.”  Dr.  John  Sims. 

-j-  See  Appendix  to  the  Treatise  on  this  subject,  pag.  xii.  Also  the 
Rapport  du  Comite  central  de  la  Vaccine  a  Paris. 
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merous  bullas  or  vefications  on  the  face  and  arms,  and 
is  diffufed,  by  a  gradual  progreffion,  to  the  neck  and 
breads,  and  round  the  body,  to  the  groins,  thighs,  and 
legs,  and  fometimes  to  the  tongue,  fauces,  and  the  inlide 
of  the  cheeks  *.  The  vefications  feem  to  arife  from  red 
tingling  elevations  of  the  cuticle,  nearly  refembling  the 
larger  fort  of  papulae +,  (feepag.  73);  within  twenty- 
four  hours  they  are  of  the  fize  of  a  pea,  and  perfectly 
tranfparent,  but  if  permitted  to  dilate,  they  afterwards 
become  as  large  as  a  walnut,  fometimes  affuming  a  yel- 
lowidi  hue.  If  the  fluid  be  difcharged  from  any  of 
them  by  a  fmall  orifice,  they  are  again  filled  with  lymph 
during  the  fucceeding  night.  When  the  vefications  are 
rubbed  off, or  otherwife  removed  prematurely,  the  exco¬ 
riated  furface  is  extremely  fore  and  inflamed,  and  does 
not  heal  for  a  confiderable  time.  Ulcerations  of  this 
kind  being  multiplied  as  the  difeafe  advances,  a  flight 

*  Occupant  quoque  pustulae,  nasi,  oris,  et  faucium,  interiora.  Hoff¬ 
mann,  Supp].  II.  489- 

t  PL.  XXXIII.  Fig.  1.  A.  represents  this  papiilated  appearance. 

B.  B.  The  Bullre  or  Vesications  full  and  transparent.  ' 

C.  A  Vesication  beginning  to  turn  yellow. 

B.D.  Vesications  on  the  decline. 

E.  E.  Broken  Vesications  somewhat  inflamed. 

S.  The  Scab  beginning  to  form  on  the  excoriated  surface. 

Fig.  2.  represents  an  appearance  of  the  Pompholyx,  sometimes  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Prurigo  formicans;  see  below,  pag.  551, 
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febrile  paroxyfm  occurs  every  night,  and  the  patinet 
fuffers  much  from  pain,  lofs  of  deep,  and  confinement. 
Since  the  bullae  or  vefications  arife  in  fuccefiion  upon 
different  parts  of  the  body,  and  often  re-appear  on  the 
parts  firft  affeSed,  we  are  not  able,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  complaint,  to  judge,  with  any  degree  of  certainty, 
what  will  be  the  extent  or  duration  of  it.  In  fome  cafes 
under  my  own  obfervation,  it  continued  two  months, 
in  others  three,  or  four,  or  even  five  months,  fo  that 
the  whole  number  of  bullae,  amounted  to  feveral  thou- 
fands.  After  a  ceffation  of  fome  weeks,  or  months,  the 
eruption  frequently  returned  again,  and  proceeded  in 
the  fame  manner  as  before. 

In  a  man  aged  forty-fix,  the  vefications  firfl;  appeared 
on  the  fcrotura  and  about  the  groins,  during  the  month 
of  Odober,  1789;  the  eruption  afterwards  extended  to 
other  parts  of  the  body,  and  to  the  tongue  ;  it  was  re¬ 
moved  in  about  two  months.  He  continued  free  from 
the  complaint  till  February,  1790,  when  a  few  vefications 
appeared  on  his  wrills  •,  others  arofe  on  his  arms,  neck, 
fides,  fcrotum,  and  lower  extremities.  Thofe  on  the 
legs  were  flightly  inflamed,  and  their  contents  became 
turbid  from  an  admixture  of  pus  :  the  reft  were  pellu¬ 
cid,  and  without  any  rednefs  or  inflammation  round 
them.  The  diforder  continued  nearly  three  months: 
after  it  had  difappeared,  the  patient  enjoyed  good  health, 

but 
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but  he  was  again  atFefiled  with  the  eruption,  at  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  June,  in  the  year  1790. 

In  a  widow,  aged  thirty-eight,  the  vefications  began 
to  appear  on  the  cheeks  and  round  the  eyes,  at  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  December,  1 786.  About  the  middle  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1787,  the  eruption  took  place  on  her  neck  and 
breads,  and  afterwards  affeded  fucceflively  the  Oioul- 
ders,  arms,  back,  and  lower  extremities.  The  vefica¬ 
tions  then  arofe  from  time  to  time,  on  different  parts, 
without  any  regular  order  ;  fome  of  them,  which  were 
nearly  an  inch  in  diameter,  were  fucceeded  by  large 
painful  ulcerations.  The  complaint  wholly  difappear- 
ed  in  April,  but  returned  again  on  the  12th  of  May, 
and  continued  for  about  a  month. 

The  Pompholyx  diutinus  is  ufually  preceded,  for 
feveral  weeks,  by  ficknefs,  headach,  and  pains  of  the 
limbs,  with  a  fenfation  of  languor  and  lalTitude.  Thefe 
fymptoms  do  not  always  abate,  on  the  appearance  of 
the  vefications.— The  caufes  of  this  difeafe,  or  the  cir- 
cumftances  under  which  it  appears,  are  not  uniform. 
In  fome  of  the  cafes  prefented  to  my  own  obfervation, 
it  was  imputed  to  fatigue,  anxiety,  watching,  and  low 
diet :  in  others,  it  feemed  referable  to  intemperance  in 
eating,  and  excefs  in  drinking  fpirituous  liquors  A 

young 

*  Hoffmann  gives,  at  great  length,  the  case  of  a  lady,  aged  lifty,  of 
jhe  Sanguineo-choleric  temperament”,  in  whom  the  disease  recurred  four 
4  B  tiinesi 
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young  woman  was  feverely  and  repeatedly  affected  with 
it,  during  five  fucceffive  fummers,  from  the  age  of  i8  to 
that  of  24.  The  only  peculiarity  in  her  cafe  was,  that 
the  catamenia  had  never  appeared. 

Eugalenus  defcribes  the  Pompholyx  diutinus  as  a 
fpecies  of  Dropfy,  (Hydrops  veficalis),  connefted  with 
Scurvy  Cafes  are  alfo  related  in  the  A6ta  Nat.  Cur. 
which  prove  the  frequent  coincidence  of  the  Pompho- 


times,  tliro-ugli  passion  and  intemperance.  l-Prom  drinking  largely  (_"cuin 
sumino  appetitu  el  delectatione”)  of  elicampane  wine.  2.  By  eating  too 
jnucli  fruit,  &c.  and  by  fits  of  anger.  S.  By  taking  large  draughts  of 
cold  water,  in  order  to  refresh  herself  after  a  paroxysm  of  rage  cum  ve¬ 
hement!  ira  excandesceret”).  4.  By  again  indulging  her  inveterate  habits, 

post  errores  in  diaetd  rursdm  cpmmissos,  animique  commotiones”, 
See.  Sec. 

On  the  two  first  attacks,  the  disease  continued  a  month,  many  fresh  ve- 
sications  appearing  every  evening,  with  symptoms  of  Fever.  They  dif¬ 
fered,  in  magnitude,  from  the  size  of  a  bean  to  that  of  a  hen’s  egg.  Some 
of  them,  which  had  become  confluent,  resembled  the  small  intestines  when 
in  an  inflated  state ;  others  contained  lymph  of  a  greenish  or  livid  colour, 
and  were  succeeded  by  spreading  ulcerations.  All  of  them,  according  to 
the  patient’s  account,  began  to  rise  with  a  hissing  noise  (cum  sibilo).  Be 
affectu  raro  Scorbutico  Pustulari,  ed.  ann.  1704. 

*  Vulgus  nostras,  a  vesicarum  prominentium  iona-d,io?ik-waterappel- 
vat .  . .  .  Hdc  Hydropis  specie  plures  apud  nos  corripiuntur,  imprimis 
lerb  qui  mala  victus  ratione  utunlur,  aquisque  nostris  putridis,  crudis  et 
corruplis,  vel  cerevisiis  ab  iis  decoctis.  De  Scorbuto,  Obs.  xx. 
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lyx  diutinus  with  Purpura,  and  Anafarca  or  general 
Dropfy 

In  the  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London^ 
vol.  III.+j  we  have  an  account  of  the  cafe  of  a  lady  who, 
in  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy,  was  affected  with  the 
Pompholyx  on  her  arms,  hands,  and  chest,  and  in  the 
throat,  &c.  She  had  previoufly|undergone  much  fatigue 
and  anxiety,  the  confe.quences  of  which  were,  great 
languor,  with  lofs  of  appetite,  headach,  and  an  uterine 
htemorrhage.  Within  two  months,  Ihe  recovered  her 
health  and  ftrength  in  fome  degree,  but  during  the  lat¬ 
ter  ftage  of  her  pregnancy,  fhe  had  a  general  fwelling 
of  the  body  and  lower  extremities. 

In  a  cafe  recorded  by  Dr.  D.  Stewart  J,  this  difeafe 
appeared  on  a  young  foldier,  foon  after  a  hidden  retro- 
pulfion  of  the  Mealies,  occafioned  by  expofure  to  cold 

*  A.  N.  C.  vo].\Vni.  pag.  19.  De  universali  liumorum  dyscrasi^  Scor- 
buticS.,  gravissimis  et  plane  insolitis  symptomatibus  stipata,  ex  abusu  spi- 
riluosorum,  et  foeculentorura,  proguata.  By  J.  de  Boetticher. 

Vol.  X.  Obs.  76.  pag.  260.  De  peculiar!  quadam  Fcbiis  malignae,  ca- 
tarrhalis,  exanthematicae,  purpuraceo-pustularis  specie,  vesicali  ulcerosa;. 
By  O.F.  W.  Frentzel. 

This  disease  continued  five  or  six  vreeks. 

t  Appendix  ;  case  of  Pemphigus,  by  J.  Upton. 

+  Medical  Commentaries,  vol.  VI.  History  of  a  case  of  the  Pemphigus 
major  of  Sauvages,  by  Dr.  David  Stewart,  physician  in  Aberdeen. 

4  B  2  while: 
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while  he  was  marching  to  Aberdeen.  He  was  at  the 
fame  time  affected  with  great  laffitude,  and  ftiffnefs  of 
the  joints,  headach,  thirft,  naufea,  difficulty  of  fwal- 
lowing,  coftivenefs,  and  a  fenfe  of  oppreffion  about  the 
cheft;  his  tongue  was  foul,  his  pulfe  from  no  to  120, 
his  eyes  dull  and  languid,  but  he  was  not  delirious. 
The  bullae  or  vefications  were  diffufed  over  the  whole 
furface  of  the  body,  the  di fiance  from  one  to  another 
being,  in  fome  places,  half  an  inch,  in  others,  three  or 
four  inches :  there  was  not  any  rednefs  round  their 
bafes. — ^With  proper  care  and  attention  in  the  Hofpital 
of  Aberdeen,  from  the  15th  to  the  27th  of  April,  the 
complaints  of  this  young  man  were  removed,  and  he 
was  enabled  to  return  to  his  duty. 

The  defcription  of  the  cafes  of  Pemphigus  given  by 
Mr.  Chriflie  *,  and  Mr.  Gaitfkell  f,  does  not  differ  from 
the  foregoing  account  of  Pompholyx,  (pag.  546,  &c,) 
1  he  patients,  who  had  been  engaged  in  laborious  occu¬ 
pations,  were  affe£ted  with  the  eruption  for  feveral 
fucceflive  weieks. 

An  eruption,  refembling  the  Pompholyx  diutinus, 
appears  in  fome  cafes  of  the  Prurigo  formicans  and  feni- 

'*  London  Medical  Journal,  vol.  X.  Part  IV. 

t  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  vol.  IV.  Mr.  G.  ascer¬ 
tained  that  this  disease  is  not  communicable  by  inoculation. 
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lis,  and  greatly  aggravates  the  fymptoms  of  thofe  com¬ 
plaints;  (pag.  72,  80.)  The  bullm  are  of  about  the  fize 
of  a  pea,  as  reprefented  PL.  XXXIII.  Fig.  2.*  A  hmi- 
lar  eruption  may  alfo  be  occafionally  obferved  in  the 
fcaly  Tetter +,  (Pforiafis  diffufa,  &c.)  and  even  in  that 
fpecies  of  it,  with  which  wallrer-women  are  afPefted, 
from  the  irritation  of  foap  ;  (pag.  160.) — But  the  Pom- 
pholyx  occurs  in  it’s  moft  extenfive  and  diftreffing 
form  in  perfons  at  an  advanced  age,  when  the  fkin  be¬ 
comes  dry  and  rigid,  and  when  perfpiration  is  confi- 
derably  diminilhed.  Under  thefe  circumflances,  the 
vefications  are  numerous,  and  fome  of  them  are  dif- 
tended  with  clear  lymph  the  fize  of  a  turkey’s  egg ; 
others  appear  livid  or  black,  and  when  they  are  broken, 
the  excoriated  furface  seems  to  be  in  a  state  of  mortifi¬ 
cation.  I  have  not,  however,  in  any  cafe,  feen  this  ap¬ 
pearance  fucceeded  by  actual  gangrene,  or  deep  ulcer- 

*  An  appearance,  somewhat  similar^  is  produced  by  the  bites  of  bugs. 
The  bullae,  however,  are  mostly  elevated  upon  small  tumors,  or  wheals 
such  as  those  represented,  PL.  XXXI.  Fig.  .‘3. 

t  A  case,  in  which  the  Pompholyx  (especes  d’Ampoules,  remplies  de 
serosil^,8ic.)  supervened  to  a  scaly  disease  of  the  skin  (Psoriasis  inveterata.^ 
pag.  171),  is  related  at  large,  in  the  Journal  de  Physique,  tom  II.  pag.  2  — 
Observations  par  Mons.  de  la  Motte,  Medecin  de  Bourdeaux,  sur  une 
maladie  singuli&re  de  I’Epiderme,  177o. 

An  eruption  of  bullae,  as  well  as  the  pustules  mentioned  p.  200,  some¬ 
times  takes  place  in  Icthyosis. 
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ation :  but  fuch  confequences  of  the  difeafe  are  noticed 
by  authors  Many  frefli  vefications  daily  arife,  with 
a  fenfation  of  heat  and  tingling  in  the  fkin  ■  and 
even  the  cuticle,  which  has  been  formed  over  recent 
excoriations,  is,  in  many  places,  foon  raifed  again  by 
lymph  efifnfed  under  it.  The  patient  thus  fuffers 
nearly  as  much  as  if  blifters  were  applied  in  fucceflion 
to  different  parts  of  the  body,  and  from  time  to 
time  repeated. — This  painful  affe£lion  continues  in 
fome  cafes,  for  five  or  fix  weeks,  in  others,  for  as 
many  months.  When  very  reflringent  lotions,  or 
ointments,  are  applied  fo  as  to  fupprefs  the  eruption, 
fome  internal  diforder  ufually  follows,  as  headach, 
pain  of  the  flomach  and  bowels,  bilious  vomiting  or 
diarrhoea,  with  fymptoms  of  fever. — In  cafes  where 
nothing  of  this  kind  has  occurred,  the  eruption 
fometimes  terminates  in  another  form  of  difeafe, — by 


*  Humor  virulentus  (a  bullis  majoribus  missus)  cutim  substratum,  a  qu?t 
cuticula  secesserat,  ulceratione  et  corruptione  arrodebat,  non  sine  foetore. 
Praeterea  alise  minores  pustulm,  sub-obscuri  nigri  coloris,  sanguine  con- 
creto  refertse,  hinc  inde  disperse  in  abdominis  regione,  visebantur,  quaj- 
sphacelosam  corruptionem  minabantur.  Hoffmann. 

J.  Boschius,  vir  patricius,  octagenario  proximiis,  repent^  aliquot  hujus- 
modi  ampullis,  variis  in  corporis  partibus,  sinefebre,  correptus  esl.  3upta. 
epidermide,  plaga  subter,  primum  rubra,  dein  livida,  et  nigricans  apparuit. 
His,  sine  alio  symptomate,  intra  quatuor  vel  quinque  dies,  paulatiiii  ex- 
tinctus  est.  Burserius,  De  Pemphigo. — Compare  the  case,  entitled  Pem¬ 
phigus,  by  Dr.  Miroglio,  Journal  de  Medecine,  tom.  81.  ' 
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fwelling  and  inflammation  about  the  larger  joints,  or 
by  nodes,  incurvation,  and  ftiffnefs,  of  the  fmalier  arti¬ 
culations. 

A  few  cafes  of  Pompholyx  in  old  age,  have  been, 
flated  to  me,  in  which  a  cure  was  obtained  by  the 
adminiftration  of  fulphur  and  nitre,  Peruvian-Bark,  or 
Plummer’s  Pill,  with  the  decodion  of  Sarfaparilla,  Dul_ 
Camara,  Elm-bark,  See.  After  repeated  trials  of  thefe 
medicines,  I  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  obferve 
any  permanent  advantage  from  them.  According  to  my 
own  experience,  the  warm-bath,  ufed  every  fecond  day, 
affords  a  more  immediate  alleviation  of  the  fymptoms, 
and  contributes  more  to  remove  the  difeafe,  than  any 
other  application.  It  is,  however,  lingular  that  this  re¬ 
medy  does  not  prove  of  equal  advantage  to  young  per- 
fons  afFe6led  with  the  Pompholyx.  In  fome  inftances,  it 
has  aggravated  the  tingling  in  the  fkin,  and  appeared  to 
increafe  the  eruption.  The  difeafe  is  feldom  very  fe- 
vere  at  an  early  period  of  life.  In  children,  or  in  per- 
fons  under  forty  years  of  age,  I  have  feen  it  generally, 
removed,  within  three  weeks,  by  Peruvian  bark  com¬ 
bined  with  diuretics,  efpecially  with  the  powder  or 
tinfture  of  Digitalis. 

3.  Pompholyx  solitarius.  In  this  form  of  the 
difeafe,  large  vefipations  arife,  on  fome  part  of  the  body, 
one  after  another,  at  nearly  equal  intervals  of  time.  A 
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difagreeable  tingling  is  felt,  for  feveral  hours  before 
the  vefication  arifes,  which  is  ufually  in  the  night. 
It  enlarges  rapidly,  fo  as  foraetimes  to  contain,  on  the 
following  day,  a  teacupful  of  lymph.  Within  forty- 
eight  hours,  the  cuticle  breaks,  the  lymph  is  difeharged, 
and  a  fuperficial  ulceration  remains.  Near  this,  another 
vefication  arifes  in  a  day  or  two,  and  goes  through  the 
fame  procefs  as  the  firft.  A  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and 
fixth  vefication  will  fometimes  appear,  and  proceed  in 
like  manner. 


The  Pompholyx  folitarius  is  attended  with  ficknefs 
and  languor,  though  not  with  fever.  It  is  a  difeafe  which 
rarely  occurs,  and  feems  only  to  affect  women.  I  have 
feen  three  cafes  of  it :  in  one,  the  left  arm  was  affefted, 
in  the  other  two,  the  breads.  The  excoriations  occa- 
fioned  pain  and  irritation,  v.nth  partial  hardnefs  in  the 
fubfiance  of  the  breaft  *.  Peruvian-Bark  was  given 
with  evident  advantage.  Poultices  made  with  linfeed 
powder  were  firft  applied  to  the  fores,  and  afterwards 
light  dreffings.  The  complaint  was  thus  removed  in 
eight  or  ten  days,  but,  in  one  cafe,  it  appeared  again 
at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  the  patient  having  expofed 
herfelf  to  a  ftream  of  cold  air,  when  over-heated  by 
labour. 

^ed,  that  vesications  of  this  kind  portend 
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